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FILMS’ 8-9% FOREIGN LOSS 


Music Pubs’ Slant On Radio Fees 


As it figures under present ASCAP contract, a top music publisher 
total billings. 
basis, under the new 1941 deals, figuring this is a modest 


collects around 233% of radio’s 
hope for a 5% 


enough fee for the use of their music, since 60° 


today are based on musical motifs. 


In dollars, a publishing group like Metro-Robbins collects around 
Publishers of that category figure that a 
a 000 annual yield from radio is not disproportionate. 


$300,000 for its copyrights. 


The music publishers 


WAS 17% 


At Least Half of That, If Not 
More, Should Be Retained, 
War or No War—Maybe 


of radio programs 


Britain Mobilizes Its Showmen: 
Details of Amusement Morale 


— + 


London, Sept. 15. 

Show business is going into the) 
war in a big way. In fact, in a va- 
riety of big ways. Freely recognized | 
in governing and military quarters | 
is the urgent need of continuity of | 
entertainment to stiffen and increase | 
the fibre both of the home folks and | 
the lads on active service. This is}« 
the task performers and others of | 
the amusement world have whole- 
heartedly set for themselves, while 
additionally, many individuals are} 
merging themselves into the fight by | 
enlisting for active duty in the front 
line or on the home sector. 

Providing fun for the khaki clads 
is an objective of the War Office to 
which attention was devoted so well 
fin advance that outbreak of hostili- 
ties was straightway followed by 
setting up of organizations to cater 
for the soldiers, sailors and airmen. 
So they will get drama, variety, 


By JOSHUA LOWE | 
| 
| 


| ‘an. excellent 


LOU 


highbrow and lowbrow concerts, 
films, bands and what have you, with 
the nation’s showmen and talent mo- 
bilized to keep the party alive. 
Playtime needs of the home pop- | 
ulation will be looked after, now 
(Continued on page 45) 


Wash. Probe Likely 
To Spotlight Radical 
Factions In Hollyw’d 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Probe of un-Americanism and 
subversive activities is likely to turn 
the spotlight on Hollywood pinks 
and left wing outfits, besides includ- 
ing attempts to find out about Nazi 
operations through foes of Hitlerism. 

Definite plans are not made yet, 
but the Dies Committee of the. 
House is contemplating calling 
Hollywood personalities for quizzing 
in the near future. Date remains 
uncertain, depending on completion 
of preliminary undercover work. 
Some Coast witnesses are likely to 
be grilled this week, but indications 
are they will not be connected with 
films nor discuss conditions in pic- 
ture circles. 

Reports that boxoffice names have 
been subpoenaed is premature. So 
far, committee has not decided what. 


(Continued on page 46) | 


Only 25% Thereof Will 
Be Lost 


BREAKING IT DOWN 


Unless there is complete disloca- 
tion of theatre business in | 
| the American picture business prob- | 
ably will not lose more than 8-9% of 
its total world gross as result of the 
European war. Latest survey shows | 


Church’s Show Biz Lure 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 
church here is running 


will be around 8% even if half of 


Friends 
large display ads _ in 


'amusement sections, asking the pub- | Countries. 


These findings are based on the 


ic to ‘spend Sunday nights from | 
inow on at church’ and promising } fact that nor mal forei gn business of | 
films, drama and music. | 10 American film companies is 33°% | 


described as| Of world total. Of this, approxi- | 
drama, | mately 17% of the revenue comes | 
from belligerent nations, principally 
om gi France and Poland. Of this | 
, the full market is far from be- | 
ing “heat entirely 

[Germany, of c course, has long since 
been deemed a lost market for U. S. 
films, save for skeleton organizations 
| maintained by Metro, 20th-Fox and 
|} Paramount. For another reason, all 
the majors bowed out en masse from 

| Italy Jan. 1 last.] 
Most officials believe a 50° 


The film is ‘Creation,’ 
talkie’; the 
‘Honest Doc,’ which the ads state is | 
‘delightful comedy on stage.’ 


BAT 
FOR RADIO 


Lou Gehrig, inactive captain of the 


N. Yankee is going on the radio Saranac Lake 
tended. be year-round show| Park as Memorial 
To William Morris 


devoted to cueing American youth 
on all sports problems. Motif of 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Oct. 3. 
Agitation for a memorial to Wil- 


dip in 


| large, and many feel that a 25°, de- 
| Cline is more likely. Nor does this 
(Continued on page 18) 


the show is ‘every kid’s coach for 
every sport,’ with Gehrig acting | 
therein and co-authoring. | 

Dick Fishell, WHN and CBS’ pro | 
football sportscaster, is associated 
with Gehrig as co-owner of the five years ago by Happy Benway, 
show and its producer. A commer-| iS bearing fruit. The land formerly 
cial sponsorship deal is on the fire. occup‘ed by the Saranac Lake Day 
A condition of it will be a WHN Nursery is being converted into a 
outlet, in addition to other facilities, 
because of Fishell’s affiliations with | 
that 


Morris Memorial Park. 
Property was owned by Mrs. A. 
W. Callahan and was donated to the 


| village. Benway, who had brought 
NEWSREELS’ ELABORATE thomas Ward” anew tact 


WORLD’S SERIES PLANS Ward | 


Morris and Bill, Jr., and, with 
pon permission, the Saranac board 


World’s Series games, which start 
with the clash in New York today 
(Wed.), will receive not only the 
most elaborate coverage ever made and an ex-vauder, is VARIETY’S cor- 
by the n&wsreels, but will be photo- | ;espondent here. — 
graphed with improved equipment, william Morris was something of | 
and new technique. Each of the five g patron saint of Saranac, taking part | 
newsreels will have arrangements jn all of the village's charitable and 
for 12 cameramen, soundmen, tech- | civie activities. The Morris’ Camp 
nicians and narrators. | Intermission at Saranac is still the 

By using a long 21-inch lens the summer home for the family and a 

(Continued on page 47) | host of friends. 


the land to the village became of- 
ficial. Benway, a Saranac 


that the net loss to U. S. distributors | | 


newspaper | the normal grosses are lost in these | 


| revenue from belligerent nations is 


liam Morris at Saranac Lake. started | 


| park and will be named the William | 


okayed the idea when the grant of | 


inmate | 


The Kitchen Time 


Bobby Robinson (and Martin), 
dancer, returned Saturday (30) 
from Europe on the U. S. liner 
Manhattan, following his femme 
partner by one week. 

Unable to buy passage on the 
boat, Robinson joined the crew 
as a dishwasher. Not only didn’t 
he have to pay a fare, but re- 
ceived $30 salary for the kitchen 
chore. 


THEATRE PARTY 
REVENUE UP 
ON BWAY 


Although production on Broadway 
jhas been slow in getting started, 
‘theatre party people have been mak- 


| 


ing ticket deals considerably in ad-' 


vance of slated performances. They 
are particularly active in taking over 
the house for preview performances 
|and the price of such parties has 
jumped considerably. 

For instance, one straight play with 
a cast sans names brought $1,500 
for a preview. Manager of a musi- 
‘eal, which will not open until next 
{month, asked $2,500 for a preview 
|performance, but agreed to accept 
| $500 less. Some previews are held 
|for attractions which do not book 
jtryout dates and open cold in New 
York. Others, however, give dress 
rehearsals after out-of-town show- 
ings, just prior to the official prem- 
ieres. 

Most of the fall’s attractions ap- 
pear to be passing up ‘cold’ debuts 
and are booked outside the city. Pre- 
views or dress rehearsals call for 
regular salaries, except when such 
showings are given before 100% 
gratis audiences. 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO’S 
AIR-LEGIT SHUTTLE 


‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadway musi- 
cal, may have to reroutine its runoff 
Friday nights because of the spotting 
that Abbott and Costello hold in the 
Kate Smith-Grape Nuts show (CBS) 
which opens this week (6). Team 
| wants to retain the spot it has filled 

in the Smith program, namely, with- | 

in the final quarter (8:45-9 p. m.), 

‘whereas A & C’s first scene in 
| ‘Streets’ brings them on the stage 
‘at 8:45 and they're off at 8:55. 

Pair’s contract with the Shuberts 

insures them against any interfer- 


j ence with their radio schedule. 


See Restricted Travel Abroad 
As Boon to American Resorts 


Nitery agents are already work- 
| ing on talent lineups ror Florida, Ha- 
| vana and Southern California, on 
orders from cafe managements 
which anticipate a bull season this 
winter, It’s all part of ‘see America 
first’ for vacation purposes, now that 
European travel is cold. With the 
gambling lure, the Cuban capital, 
as the self-styled ‘little Paris of the 
western world,’ is counting on 
plenty, particularly since the British 
West Indies will be no further lure, 
in view of the sea hazards for bel- 
_ligerent vessels. 

Miami last year clamped the lid 
on gambling, but several spots op- 
erated outside the city’s limits and 

will do so again this year. It is 
| believed that Miami itself will relax 
, when the tourist rush becomes clear- 
ly evident. 

Canadian resorts likewise expect 
to benefit, but probably not very 
much until next spring and summer, 
seasons that are more feasible for 
northern travel. Honolulu is another 
| spot that should be hypoed. Fear of 
|submarine warfare, though 
traveling on neutral vessels, may 
militate against Hawaii, 


Canada’s Expectations 
Montreal, Oct. 3. 

Tourist biz from the United States 
to Canada is expected to skyrocket 
during the coming vear as result of 
war in Europe. Figures during the 
last war indicate that more Ameri- 
cans visited Canada than in any 
other four-year period in that era, 
even including the Volstead e.a. Sta- 

(Continued on page 46) 


Ed Sullivan’s B’way 
Torch, But Dan Walker 
Likes N. Y. Conga Better 


New York Daily 
columnist in Hollywood, is 
carrying the torch for Broadway, 
but his status will remain as is 
until the matter is ironed out by 
Harvey Deuell,_ editor. Danton 
Walker, who is currently doing the 
main stem rhumba for the News, is 
unwilling to swap partners with 
Sullivan as he likes the conga rou- 
tines better in the east. 

Sullivan’s yen to return to the 
Broadway beat has been on for more 
than a year, the old love affair get- 

_ting another dash of paprika when 
he came on recently for the News- 
sponsored Harvest Moon ball finale. 
He made a two-week p.a. with the 
dance winners at Loew’s State, filed 
another take-me-back-to-Broadway 
application with Deuell, and then re- 
| turned to Hollywood. 

Talk of a switch was on a year 
ago, when Sullivan came east and 
John Chapman went to the Coast 
and filed columns to the News from 
‘there for a month or so. But that 
was only a vacational formation and 
they returned to their original po- 
| sitions when signals were called off. 


Ed Sullivan, the 
News’ 
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Complete Tabu on War Films Radio 
And Newsreels, But Not the Press, 
Advocated in D.C.; Strict Neutrality 


Washington, Oct. 3 

Complete prohibition on war films, 
including newsreels and radio pro- | 
grams, but not on the press, was! 
suggested last week by Senator | 
Elmer Thomas, Oklahoma Democrat. 
Not ready yet, however to make any 
move in the direction of a statutory 
gag. 

Denying reports he will offer an 
#mendment to the neutrality bill or 
some independent piece of legisla- 
tion, Thomas said on Friday (29) 
that he feels ‘the only way to be 
neutral is to be neutral all the way.’ 
and that causing emotional upsets 
and spreading too much news of the 
conflict is liable to endanger Amer- 
ican neutrality. People are liable 
to become excited over fictional war 
stuff, via the screen or radio, he 
feared. 

Although insisted has! 
reached no conclusions, Thomas took 
the view that it might be well to put 
the lid on everything dealing with 
hostilities except carefully censored 
press reports. Those ‘gruesome pic- 
tures, often not founded on any facts’ 
ere especially dangerous he thinks. 

Radio can be a menace, too, the 
Oklahoman commented. As was 
proved by the Orson Welles incident. 
‘If that Men from Mars program 
should be put on today and the peo- 
ple were led to believe the men were 
from abroad, it would have a terrible 
consequence,’ he commented. 


Anti-Nazi Scripts Shelved; 
But War Themes Go On 


Desire of American producers to 
sidestep anything that might cause 
e finger to be pointed at them as 
violators of this country’s neutrality 
has resulted in the indefinite shelv- 
ing of at least 10 stories which were 
already bought and in some cases. 
ready for the cameras. 

Warner Bros. is believed to have 
the largest number of this type of 
property, mostly anti-Nazi, on hand. 
Among four or five they are reported 
to be holding up is the biography of 
Niemoller, German pastor who was, 
a U-boat commander in the last war 
and is now in a concentration camp. 
Another is ‘Underground,’ story of 
the alleged secret movement within 
Germany to overthrow Hitler. 

Metro has three anti-Nazi pieces 
which it has decided to allow to 
gather dust. They are ‘I Had a 
Comrade,’ by Viscount Castlerose; | 
‘Flotsam,’ by Erich Remarque, and | 
‘The Mortal Storm,’ by Phyliss Bot- | 
tome. Twentieth-Fox is understood 
to have two or three stories simi- 
larly on the shelf, one of which is 
‘I Married a Nazi,’ formerly tagged 
‘Swastika,’ by Oscar Schisgall. 

An unusual situation has arisen 
with ‘Escape,’ a book which was pub- 
lished by Little, Brown about a 
month ago and is rapidly becoming 
a best seller. It ran in the Saturday 
Evening Post as a serial. Although 
it has what might be looked upon 
as an anti-Nazi angle, it is being 
eyed by story editors. Book is un-, 
derstood written by a well-known 
author under the pseudonym of 
Ethel Vance, because she has rela- 
tives in Germany. 

Aside from the anti-Nazi pix, prac- 
tically all producers are going ahead 
with war films. 


Syd Chaplin Aiding 
Prod. of ‘Dictators’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Absent from Hollywood film work 
for 12 years, Syd Chaplin is back 
co-directing with his brother, Chor- | 
lie, on ‘The Dictators.’ Syd handles 
the scenes while Charlie is acting. 
Film is captioned Production No. 6, 
on the theory of strictest neutrality. 

Cast to date comprises Maurice 
Moscovitch, Bernard Gorcey, Harry 
Lang, Chester Conklin, James Mor- 
ton, Abe Reynolds, Billy Gilbert and | 
Paulette Goddard. Jack Oakie goes | 
to work next week. 


GOBS’ FILM FUN | 
Washington, Oct. 3. | 
Commissioning of new warcraft | 
pave RCA Mfg. Co. a substantial | 
order for projection equipment to 
keep the gobs happy. 
Treasury Department last week 
ordered $54,547 worth of sound film 
apparatus for the Navy’s use. De- 


| 
| 


,through putting it back 


Lubitsch Turns ‘Corner’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Ernst Lubitsch starts  prepara- 
tions this week on ‘The Shop Around 
the Corner,’ his first producer-direc- 
tor job for Metro, with Margaret 
Sullavan and James Stewart co- 
starring. 

Picture was originally intended as 
an indie production but was sold to 
Meiro when Lubitsch signed with 
that studio. He recently completed 
the Garbo film, ‘Ninotchka.’ 


Ben Piazza Reported 
In Rome cn Salvage 
Mission for Odlum 


Ben Piazza, v.p. of Emanuel Co- 
hen’s Major Pictures, is still believed 
to be in Rome on a secret mission 
for Floyd Odlum. Latter is supposed 
to have millions of lire tied up in 
Italy and, at first, the idea was for 
Cohen to produce in Rome, using 
up the frozen currency. Then came 


Mussolini's road-company of the 
Nazi ‘racial’ gag, and Cohen was 
out. 


Piazza, of Italian extraction, is said 
to be abroad for the purpose of 
liquidating those funds,’ either 
into local 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Jack Warner called off his Man- 
hattan vacation and remains at the 
studio to keep in close touch with 
current conditions due to the Euro- 
pean war. 

Four more features, ‘Virginia City,’ 
‘The Life of Dr. Ehrlich,’ ‘Three 
Cheers for 
Get Your Gun’ go into production at 
‘Burbank this week. 


_ — 


Bette Davis Holds 
Qut for 2 Pix Per 
Year, WB Demands 4 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Feud between Bette Davis and 
Warners is at a deadlock, with the 
femme star holding out for two pic- 
tures a year and the studio demand- 
ing four. Miss Davis, currently va- 
eationing in New England, insists 
too many films are ruining her 
health. 


Since Jan. 1, the star has appeared 
in ‘Juarez,’ ‘Dark Victory,’ ‘The Old 
Maid’ and ‘The Private Lives of 
Elizabeth and Essex.’ This is her 
second break with the studio. First 
was in 1937, over a salary dispute. 
There is said to be no question of 
money this time. Warners is re- 
ported to have offered an additional 
$1,000 a week to her $3,000 salary, 
provided she agrees to do four films 
year. 


Rooney Straights as 
Young Edison at M-G 


industry (films or otherwise) or ar- , 


range for exchange credits into dol- 
lars. 


LOU SIDNEY BACK TO 
LOEW HOME-OFFICE 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Louis K. Sidney winds up as a 
Metro producer in two weeks and 


returns to New York to resume his | 


former executive post with Loew’s, 
Inc. He will function in the theatre 
department and also have charge of 
the company’s radio activities. 
After Metro withdrew its partici- 


pation from ‘Good News’ radio show, | 


which produced, Sidney was 
given producer status by the studio 
and assigned to certain phases of 
‘The Ziegfeld Girl,’ to be produced 
by Mervyn LeRoy. More recently he 
worked on an original story 
for the Marx Bros. 


ARRIVALS 


(At the port of New York) 
Simone Simon, Mr. and Mrs. Jan 


Kiepura (Marta Eggerth), Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Sheekman (Gloria 
Stuart), Viola Keats, Mrs. Ernst 


Lubitsch, W. P. Lipscomb, Merle 


idea | 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
| into straight drama as title player 
iin Metro's Tom Edison’ as 
soon as he finishes his current job 
1 ‘Judge Hardy and Son.’ 


The Edison 
picture, 


‘Young 


| 


i 


| chronology, 
| has been 


for one divided 


| into two parts, with Rooney playing | 


| the Wizard of Menlo Park as a boy. 
| Spencer Tracy has been mentioned 
‘for the role of Edison in maturity, 
but there is nothing definite. John 
|W. Considine, Jr., is the producer 
and Norman Taurog, director. 


'‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ gets the role 
of President Roosevelt in Damon 
Runyon’s yarn, ‘A Call on the Presi- 
dent,’ at Metro. 
between two features. 


SHOOT OL’ SIWASH 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Theodore Reed and camera crew 
| invade Knox College, Galesburg, II1., 
i this week to shoot outdoor scenes for 


| the George Fitch yarn, ‘At Good Old 


| Siwash.’ 

Knox is not only Fitch’s alma 
mater, but holds the modern record 
as a pushover in football. 


Oberon, Guy Bolton, John Gunther, | 


Fanny Ward, Arturo’ Toscanini, 


Bruce Cabot, Sam Sax, Ben Goetz. | 


SAILINGS 


(From dates and boats 
censored.) 

Leslie Banks, Anton Dolin, Rich- 
ard Ainley, Arthur Margetson, Ken 
Harvey, Anita Elson. 

Irving Asher (American Clipper). 


BRENDA’S REWARD 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
As result of her work in ‘Espi- 
onage Agent,’ Brenda Marshall gets 
the top femme role opposite Errol 
Flynn in 
Shooting starts Oct. 9. 


London, 


‘Virginia City’ at Warners. | 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Wwe nas Atkin Anatole Litvak 
Benny Baket Ernst Lubitseh 
lionel Hanks Pare Lorentz 
Judith Barrett Mary Martin 

Bob Ben ley Myron MeCormick 
| George Burrows Louise Nelson 
Eddy Duehin Ralph Nelson 


Al O'Keefe 
\Mionte Proser 

| Jimmy Ritz 

| (arl Stanton 

Spencer Tracy 


Philip Dunne 
Richard Dwight 
Kathleen Fitz 
Ray Golden 

| John Grierson 


Nancy Hamilton } Jerry Wald 
| George Jessel Walter 
| Dorothea Kent | Franklyn Warner 
Sid Kuller Evalyn Winters 
) Carl Leserman i Collier Young 


| 
N. Y. to L. A. 


Bern Bernard 
Ray Boleer 
Calvin Franklin 
| Bill Halligan 
Fs 


Lipsomb 


Harry Maizlish 
Richard Marvin 
Wayne Morris 
Merle Oberon 
| George MeCall 


Other News of Interest to Films 


Radio reviews: Bob Hope, Basil Rathbone—Nigel Bruce, 

Buddy Morris, Joe Morris song catalog takeover............. Page 33 
New Acis: Ann Sheridan, Parkyakas, Leni Lynn............. Page 37 


Mickey Rooney steps from comedy | 


too long | 


Lewis Stone, currently working in | ; 
Corp. would either sell its DuPont | 


Actor will bicycle | 


"Warner Cancels Vacash ‘Seren Actors Nix Any Pay Cuts 


In View of 10%, 


Tilt to Studio Labor 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


| was instructed to make demands on 


Wage cuts are out as far as the producers and set the time limit. He 


the Irish’ and ‘Granny Screen Actors Guild and other talent 


|insists the pay boost be retroactive 


| groups are concerned, particularly in| '® Aug. 12, at which date the 10% 


union labor, 
that it would be unfair to actors, 
whose drawing powers attract cus- 
tomers to the theatres, to ask them 
to accept pay slashes at a time when 
other workers are being upped. 
Agreement between producers and 
screen actors can be revised yearly 
on minimum § salaries for extras, 
stunt men and_ stock players, but 
scales cannot be changed unless com- 
mittees representing the two groups 
agree. Arbitration may be demanded 
on hours of labor for actors receiv- 
ing $500 a week or less, but no other 
changes may be made except by 
unanimous consent of both sides. 


Screen Directors Guild is certain 
| to nix any pay cuts. Directors sal- 
‘aries are fixed by individual con- 
itracts. Any suggestions of pay re- 
ductions will be fought by the Inter- 
Talent Council, representing SAG, 
SDG and the Screen Writers Guild. 


SWG Wants to Know 


The SWG demands more data on 
the foreign film markets before it 
accepts Samuel Goldwyn’s invitation 
to go into a huddle with other pic- 
ture organizations on a plan to put 
the industry on a wartime basis. 

In a letter to Goldwyn by Charles 
' Brackett, the Guild agrees in prin- 
ciple, but wants detailed information 
on possible increases of revenue 


;can countries as a result of the war. 
Now the Painters 


| Studio painters are demanding a 
reply to their demand for a 15% 
wage hike by Oct. 16. A _ general 
studio strike feared if producers re- 
; ject the overtures. 

At a meeting attended by 500 


‘painters, Herbert Sorrell, biz rep, 


PATHE-DUPONTS MEET 


TO EFFECT STOCK SALE 


Deal is on whereby Pathe Film 
Film Mfg. stock or arrange for a 
| distribution of these 
stock divvy to Pathe Film 
holders. Officials of Pathe Film 
went to Wilmington, Del., aver the 
weekend to huddle with DuPont re- 
garding terms of pending deal. 
Directors of Pathe Film early this 
year expressed a desire to officially 
wind up affairs of the holding com- 
pany now that Pathe Laboratories 
is established as the operating firm. 
In the past, two ways have been 


share- 


‘Suggested for accomplishing such 
liquidation. One would be via a 
stock dividend with Pathe Films’ 
135° common share holdings in Du- 


Pont Film split up among stockhold- 
'ers. The other would be to dispose 
|of DuPont shares if they can be sold 
| for a fair figure, with the coin so ob- 
tained handed to Pathe Film stock- 
| holders in the form of a cash divi- 
| dend. 

Sale of Pathe’s interest in DuPont 
| Film is believed most likely because 
| DuPont interests are reported as be- 

ing in favor of having full control 

of its film manufacturing subsid. 


Golder Scouting for WB 


| Lew Golder, former talent agent 
j;and onetime Warner vaude booker. 
has been named WB talent scout in 
|the east. He’ll relieve Jake Wilk of 
the flesh booneing duties, Wilk stick- 
|ing entirely now to script material. 

Golder came on from the Coast to 
take the new job, giving up his 
agenting biz. 


EXPOSE ON H’wWooD 
San Diego, Oct. 3. 
Coast Guard no like the Columbia 
film of same name from Hollywood, 
so local C.G. unit is touring luncheon 
clubs with a 45-minute spool of its 
own. 
Shows what it's really lik®. 


ANOTHER SHOT FOR BEEBE 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Universal handed a new director 
contract to Ford Beebe, currently 
| piloting ‘The Green Hornet.’ 
i, Ligket calls for ope. year. 


from the U. S, and the South Ameri- | 


shares as a} 


view of the recent 10% increase "ke to IATSE was effective. 


granted by the picture studios to) yy 2 
Guild tops pointed out | Firing Continues On 


Western (Pic) Front 


| Heavy firing continued on the 
, western film front, echoing the mil- 
|itary bombardment in Europe and 
its consequent depletion of revenues 
|to Hollywood producers. Casualties 
| were reported in all departments of 
the picture making business. 
Strongest barrage of the week was 
/recorded at Republic, where Her- 
_bert J. Yates, chairman of the board, 
ordered the discharge of more than 
100 to balance the vacuum created 
‘by lack of financial retu~s from 
| European countries. 
| Every caste in the F ‘public regime 
; was affected by the cut, including 
| production, writing, music, publicity 
and manual labor. In some depart- 
ments it ran as high as 75%. At the 
| same time it was announced that the 
economies were so devised that they 


‘would not hamper production pol-— 


,icies up to Jan. 1. After that, every- 
'thing is a guess. 

At RKO, pay cuts ranging from 
10-30% went into effect yesterday 
| (Mon. ). The order, issued by presi- 
|dent George J. Schaefer, was di- 
rected at week-to-week and contract 
| people alike. 
| Darryl F. Zanuck at 20th-Fox, 
after preliminary reductions, called 
a meeting of 18 representatives of 
|'various departments to discuss fur- 


|ther means of whittling down to 
meet the European financial paral- 
ysis. The idea was to reduce ex- 


penses in the least painful manner. 

Westwood loi’s committee to work 
‘out a painless method of reducing 
costs is comprised of Tyrone Power, 
Binnie Barnes, Cesar Romero, Henry 
King, Walter Lang, Allan Dwan, 
Harry Tugend, Philip Dunne, Sam 
Hellman, Ralph Dietrich, Buddy 
Erickson, Robert Webb, Leon Shame 
‘roy, Frank Beetson, Bill Ohnen, 
Harry Joe Brown, Raymond Grif- 
fith and Gene Markey. 


Dust Off Stories 


As another economy move, there 
is a drive to liquidate frozen assets 
on the form of plays on the studio 
shelves. Metro dusted off the partly 
finished ‘I Take This Woman,’ on 
which it had spent $900,000 to make 
Hedy Lamarr and Spencer Tracy 
click in a story that failed to jell. 
20th-Fox has a picture, ‘White Lady 
of the Orient,’ starring Alice Faye 
and Warner Baxter, which may be 
released after gathering dust more 
than a year. 

Other studios are going over their 
story reserves, planning the revival 
of yarns fallen by the wayside 
through censorship impediments and 
which have been removed by the 
wreckage of the foreign markets. 

Publicity staffs have taken a heavy 
beating, partly because of the recent 
restrictions and wage increases laid 
down by their Guild and partly be- 
cause of the war. Latest victim at 
Warners is Jack Holmes, who fol- 
lowed six who had been feleased 
the week before. Columbia dropped 
Charles Gess and Jean Pettibone, 
and other lots continued along the 
same idea. 

Paramount is holding off general 
firing until Jan. 1, meanwhile tight- 
ening up in all its branches. First 
to be hit will be the trailer depart- 
ment, followed by proportionate de- 
creases in other departments. With 
the production staff functioning 
ahead of schedule, the real show- 
down will arrive shortly before the 
new year. 

General idea in Hollywood is to 
carry out the production schedules 
until Jan. 1, after which there is 2 
general confusion of plans. Mean- 
while, the indies are deleting their 
payro!ls with as little publicity as 
possible. 
| Goldwyn Spreads With 9 Pix 
| While other studios are retrench- 
‘ing Samuel Goldwyn announced 8 
policy of expansion for 1939-40, with 
inine features instead of four on his 
|production program. Pictures will 
deal chiefly with American topics 
/and are aimed at the home market. 
| First of the new schedule is “The 
Outlaw,’ rolling Oct. 25 with Gary 
Cooper in the top spot. Others are 
| ‘The Fleet’s In,’ ‘City Without Men,’ 
| ‘Seventh Cavalry,’ a South Seas 
story for Jon Hall and three untitled 
yarns currently under development. 
Only story on the list with a war 
background is ‘Blackout Over Eur- 
| ope.” 
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Pommer-Laughton May Shift Their 


Mayflower Pictures Over to RKO; 
Schaefer Huddles Studio on Cuts 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Erich Pommer, British producer, 
arrived here Monday (2) with 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, and 


parleyed with Charles Laughton on 
a deal for two pictures to be made 
here for RKO release. If signatured, 
films will carry the Mayflower label, 
resuming the Pommer - Laughton 
producing partnership which turned 
out ‘Beachcomber,’ ‘Jamaica Inn’ and 
others for Paramount. 

Pommer will huddle with Schaefer 
after an understanding has been 
reached with Laughton. Paramount 
is also interested in retaining the 
release of Mayflower Pictures, with 
RKO determined to hold Laughton, 
due to the heavy campaign to go 
out for his ‘Hunchback,’ the RKO 
company’s top budget picture star- 
ring Laughton. 

As soon as Schaefer got in Mon- 
day, he immediately closeted with 
Joseph Nolan, his aide, and J. R. Mc- 
Donough, studio operations boss. 
Understood trio discussed Schaefer’s 
recent order reducing salaries on 
those earning over $4,500 annually, 
effective with checks going out to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

Studio employees are said to be 
jn unanimous approval on retrench- 
ing in upper brackets. Reported that 
the only biggie unaffected by the 
salary slash is Pandro Berman, pro- 
duction chief, who leaves the lot 
Nov. 1. 

Schaefer is expected to talk more 
producer-director deals and confer 
with outside producers on commit- 
ments while here. 


Bulk of Laemmle’s 
$4,000,000 Estate To 
Children; Others Share 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Carl Laemmle left the bulk of his 
$4,000,000 estate to his son, Carl, Jr., 
and his daughter, Mrs. Stanley 
(Rosabelle Laemmle) Bergman, in a 
will filed here for probate. Document 
also contained bequests to charity, 
friends, servants and_ relatives, 
among whom are his two brothers, 
Siegfried and Louis Laemmle. 

Carl Laemmle Foundation, estab- 
lished for refugees from Germany, 
was given $10,000. Jewish charities 
in New York and Chicago were left 
$1,000 each. Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 
was named co-executor and trustee 
with the son and daughter. 


WANGER’S, SELZNICK’S 
PRODUCTION LAYOFFS 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Walter Wanger is shuttering pro- 
duction for about three months after 
Jan. 1, his first vacation in two years. 

Two pictures are still to be made 
before the shut-down. ‘The House 
Across the Bay’ rolls next week and 
‘Personal History’ follows. 

Premiere of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
fn Atlanta has been set back to mid- 
December, a postponement of one 
month. After the opening, David O. 
Selznick goes on a four-month vaca- 
tion, which may include a trip to 
South America to survey the film 
market. 

Wanger signed Alfred Hitchkock 
to direct ‘Personal History.’ Archie 
Mayo will direct ‘House Across the 
Bay.’ 


Par’s Oct. Starters 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Paramount announced starting 
dates for four pictures: Oct. 9, ‘Sa- 
fari’; Oct. 11, ‘The Way of All Flesh’; 
Oct. 16, ‘Buck Benny Rides Again,’ 
and ‘The Biscuit Eater.’ 

Currently seven pictures are in 
work on the lot. 


Miranda Pic Aimed At 
Latin-American Trade 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Carmen Miranda’s screen debut at 
20th-Fox will be in ‘Down Rio Way,’ 
a musical localed in South America. 


High budget picture is aimed at 
Latin-American trade. Harry Joe 
Brown is slated to produce. 


Master 
Probe Weisman 's 
Fox R’c vrship 


Federal Judge John C. Knox in N. 
Y. has ordered an investigation of 
the conduct, while in office, of Mil- 
ton C. Weisman, former receiver, 
and now trustee of Fox Theatres 
Corp. The company. is now being 
dissolved, with Weisman and Ken- 
neth P. Steinreich, appointed trus- 
tees. Weisman was an appointee of 
former Judge Martin T. Manton. The 
final report of Fox theatres showed 
a defiicit of over $35,000,000. 


The final report, and the ultimate 
closing of the books of the com- 
pany, was bitterly fought by the 
Stockholders Protective Committee 
and the Trust Co. of Georgia, repre- 
senting creditors. After pondering 
his decision for four months Judge 
Knox finally declared: 


‘On May 23, I filed a memorandum 
to the effect that the receivers report 
an accounting, and objections to 
thereon, would be referred to a spe- 
cial master for hearings, and an ac- 
counting. It developed that the ob- 
jectants were without funds to fi- 
nance the hearings and that if they 
were held, the estate would be re- 
quired to bear the expense. 


‘Having learned that U. S. at- 
torney Cahill was making some in- 
vestigations into the affairs of Fox 
Theatres Corp., I consulted with him 
as to whether the results of his ex- 
amination could be disclosed be- 
fore a special master, and thus avoid 
a duplication of expense and effort 
in ‘ascertaining the true state of 
facts. 


‘Mr. Cahill thought this course of 
procedure to be feasible, and ex- 
pressed his willingness to follow it. 
When, therefore, he is prepared to 
proceed, I shall appoint Nathan A. 
Smyth, as a special master, to take 
the proof which Mr. Cahill may wish 
to offer. At its conclusion, I shall 
hear the parties as to whether the 
| hearings should continue or be 
ended. 


‘In view of what has been said 
| about this administration, something 
| should publicly be done to sustain 
or disprove the charges of impro- 
| priety, which now appear upon the 
record. It is my opinion also, that 


extent of the hearings for which pro- 


by the estate.’ 


torneys to successfully win a battle 
against Loew’s a year ago, and who 
also handles a $25,000,000 stockholder 
action against Paramount, now pend- 
ing in N. Y. federal court. 


Reunion at Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Nelson Eddy and Jeanette Mac-. 

Donald start rehearsals tomorrow 

(Wed.) for ‘Lover Come Back to Me’ 
at Metro. 

It will be their first co-starrer | 

since they teamed in ‘Sweethearts.’ | 


the cost of the inquiry, at least to the | be given Engiish titles unless deemed 


vision is here made, should be borne | trjes, 


Suit is being brought by Joseph wood will be turning out certain 
Nemerov, who was one of the at-/ films on which distributors do not| 


‘sole profit must come from the do- | but nothing has resulted on that line 


Hays Office Huddle to Con- 


Uniformity of Sales Concessions 


Deemed Inevitable, Although Six 
Cos. Have Yet to Work Things Out 


of the Industry — Grad- 
uated ‘War Basis’ Pay 
Slices Favored to Hit Most 
At the Tops 


‘Mohawk’ Goes Out In 
14 Reels, Longest Tinter 


Holtywood, Oct. 3. 


‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ goes 
into release as a 14-reeler, the long- 
est Technicolor picture ever sent out. 
20th-Fox execs decided that further 
cutting would leave gaps in the story. 


Film is slated for release early 
next month. 


Coast Studios 
See Benefits In 
Shorter Weeks 


‘Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


RETRENCHMENT 


A meeting of a decidedly un- 
dercover nature, with develop- 
ments of the q. t. session equally as 
secret at this time, was held at the 
offices of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, 
in New York, during the past week | 
to consider the economic structure 
of the business, in an all-industry 
way; and the steps to be taken that 
would best serve MPPDA members 
as a group, retrenchment recom- 
mendations, etc. 

The meeting was called by the 
Hays office following the upset con- 
ditions caused by the war and the 
economy measures that have been 
taken thus far, including reduction 
in personnel as well as salary slices. 
Topmost executives in major pro- 


ducing-distributing companies at-| Studio heads are checking on pos- 
tended, including presidents and ‘sible benefits of a five-day week 
legal batteries. Will Hays, back | with application, Oct. 24, of a wage- 


rom the Coast, presided. 

One report is that the RKO salary | week is held in most quarters as 
reductions, ranging from 10-50%, / partial solution to problems caused 
based on salaries from $4,500 UP, by the situation abroad, as it would 
was discussed, together with round-| effect (1) saving in coin: (2) not slow 
table ‘sounding’ concerning what re-| production, and (3) give industry 


trenchment measures might be ad-/| workers more time to go to theatres. 
visable at this time, so far as per- 


sonnel of major producer-distribu- 
tors throughout the world is con- 
cerned. It was hinted that the RKO 
plan of salary reduction might serve 
as a precedent for other companies. 
This basis of payroll retrenchment 
has been pointed to in industry cir- 
cles as commendable, in spite of the 
sharpness of the graduating per- 
centage scale, since it places the| Pat Casey, producer labor contact, | 
burden of saving on the _ higher- and studio heads are making a sur- | 
priced executives and averts firing | vey to determine how many work- | 
of lesser personnel. Also, the RKO|ers would be affected by reduction | 
cut does not touch anyone earning | Of the working week from 44 to 42 
up to $4,500 and starts at 10% on|hours. Determination also is being 
'salaries from $5,000 up to $10,000.|made on studio saving by putting | 
|Thereafter it gets higher by degrees | production on a five-day, eight-hour 
until reaching 40% for salaries be- | week. 
tween $50,000 and $75,000, anyone| Screen Actors Guild endorsed the 
earning the latter or over being as-| shorter week some time ago, while 
sessed 50%. |IATSE leaders will subscribe to any 
The Cohns, Jack and Harry, them- |movement granting shorter hours to 
|selves took a 3343% cut of their | workers. 
|salaries at a directors meeting two| 
| weeks ago and Murray Silverstone, | 


head of United artist, also B® K DATES 3 UA PIX: 
JOHN BALABAN IN N.Y. 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


hour law for a 42-hour week. Shorter 


pendent on the IATSE pressing de- 
mands for shorter hours. Also con- 
sidered are provisions of the wage- 
hour law which next year reduces 


would necessitate production 
adjustment, unless a shorter week 
were adopted this year. 


| Pickin’ ’Em for Foreign 
Market; Nix Yank Themes | 


One means of economizing to 
;make up for the losses sustained in 
the foreign market, as result of the 
European war, already placed in ef- 
fect by several major companies, is 
that of greater selectivity on features 
| sent to foreign countries. Reduction 
lin quantity extends not only to 
| Great Britain, France and other 
|European nations, but also to South 
|America, where U. S. distributors 
;are confronted with the added cost 
'of English titling. Not so many will | 


ists have not yet settled on any deal 
for new season product but arrange- 
ment has been made to play three | 
UA pictures in the Loop on regular 
percentage deals. They are ‘Real 
Glory’ into United Artists, “They 
Shall Have Music’ into the Apollo 
and ‘Four Feathers’ at the Roose- 
velt. Nothing yet set for the rest 
of the product in the Loop, or for 
anything in the neighborhoods. 

John Balaban is in New York now | 
to take up further UA considerations 
|! along with other questions. Under- | 
stood that two United Artists pro- | 
ducers are readying to negotiate di- | 
rectly with B&K for Chicago deals. 


suitable for Latin-American coun- 


Result is going to be that Holly- 


expect to 


optain any return from) 
specific foreign markets. Budgets, McConnell Flirts Mono { 
‘have been realigned so that produc- 


ers know in advance just what the 
probable return will be on such 
films. |shorts producer, seeking financing | 

Comedies, of restricted Yankee | for eastern production of features. | 
idiom, which have proved duds in He has held several confabs with | 
the foreign field, will be made with | Monogram execs with a view to get- 
the advance knowledge that their ting coin and releasing through it, 


Fred McConnell, former Universal | 


mestic market. ;yet. Mono admittedly is recep- 
A number of foreign executives | tive to the arrangement if McConnell 
long have advocated tossing out |can show story properties and other | 
(Continued on page 6) essentials to a start. | 


sider Financial Structure. 


Adoption of a five-day week is de- | 


re- | 


Balaban & Katz and United Art- | 


For Eastern Production | 


Pending word from six distributors 
on an enlarged cancellation and 
other concessions, discussion in the 


trade is turning to the question of 
whether or not an ‘edge’ might not 
be gained by some companies 
through the extent to which they go 
on reforms. The more one distrib 
gives the greater will be his sales 
argument, it is presumed. While 
reminded in the trade that the dis- 
tribution problems of companies dif- 
fer, notably as between smaller or- 
ganizations and the big leaders, it 
is believed ultimately that there will 
be some sense of uniformity on sales 
policies. 

This was the objective under the 
code, so that an exhibitor would get 
no more from one comnany than the 
other, or find himself at any kind of 
a disadvantage if stringing along as 
an old customer with the company 
granting him less than some other 
outfit. This difference in the re- 
forms, as adopted individually by 
the various distributors, could up- 
set the situation considerably in 
some instances. 

For this reason, the hope is firm 
in some quarters that the distribs 
will all try to do about the same 
thing, or so close under their indi- 
| Vidually revised sales policies as to 
| virtually match them at even 
| There is no indication as to what 
RKO, Universal, Columbia, Republic 
and Monogram may do in the way 
of providing concessions that were 
incorporated in the now defunct 
trade practices code, but believed in 
| some circles that all may not adhere 
| strictly to the 10-15-20% cancellation 
| scale. All are expected to do some- 


the working week to 40-hours and/ thing concerning an enlarged rejec- 


'tion privilege, but it may be that 


some of the smaller nationally- 
organized distributors may not go 
to the 20% top, or may vary the 
rental averages within which can- 
cellations will apply, due to a difs 
ferent average in rentals as com- 
pared with Metro, for instance. 

The smaller companies also sell 
differently and, among other things, 
have fewer percentage engagements 


(Continued on page 45) 
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‘Cooperation’ Talks 


And US. Commerce Dent. Still Seen 


LOEW’S, MONOGRAM 
BOARD MEETINGS 


Between Films 


meet today (Wed.) but no 
of the common divi- 
Action on common 


uled to 
consideration 
slated. 


regular directors’ session in Novem- 


As Harbinger of Possible Peace 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Resumption of the ‘cooperation’ , 
talks between film industry factions | 
and the U. S. Commerce Depart- | 
ment is expected in the near future, 
although the Government agency’s | 
campaign to stage a peace parley ap- 
pears to outsiders to have bogged 
down. Officials insist that the ef- 
fort has not been abandoned, while 
admitting that nothing sensational is 
likely to happen for considerably 
longer. 

The Federal negotiators were de- 
scribed this week as ‘still assembling 
data and analyzing that already re- 
ceived.’ They have been in frequent 
contact with J. H. Hazen, vice-presi- 
dent and genera! counsel of Warner 
Bros., named the industry's liaison 
man, about the sort of dope they 
want and getting interpretations of | 
statistical and other factual material 
so far delivered. 

Outbreak of the European war 
may give the cooperation movement 
added significance and make valu- 
able results more likely. Incentive 
to end the feuding within the busi- 
ness, as wel! as to improve relations | 
between the industry and the Gov- | 
ernment, has been increased by the 
mutual concern over the foreign 
market and readjustment of domes- 
tic interests in the emergency. Fer- | 
vent desire cf President Roosevelt | 
and his most intimate advisors to} 
take adventage of lessening Brit- 
ish, French and Germen competition 
in various lines fields includes 
the film industry, with the admin- 
istration hopeful that U. S. producers 
and distributors will redouble ef- | 
forts to expand Latin American 
sales. 


and 


Arnold’s Solar Plexus 


While Prof. Thurman Arnold's 
chiily reception to the trade practice 
code was a breath-taking kick, the 
Commerce Department people feel it 
is more necessary than ever, since | 
the European lid blew off, to bring 
about some understanding that may 
minimize the harassing effect of the 
anti-trust crusade. The department 
is reported still optimistic about 
bringing the two factions together | 
in an amicable settlement of argu- 
ments over trade practices, even 
though observers feel the chances of 
a truce are remote and Arnold ap- 
parently is determined to bring 
about divorcement of exhibition 
from production and distribution. 

The Commerce Department still 
officially insists it is not trying to 
be an intermediary in the anti-trust 
situation, yet various top men con- 
cede Arnold's nixing of the code 
agreement was a setback. They still 
haven't fully caught their breath 
after his solar plexus wallop. Idea 
of a consent decree isn't recognized 
formally, but there are more than | 
scattered indications the commerce | 
people entertain hope that some bar- | 
gain is possible. 

Creation of a new super-strategy | 
board in the Commerce Department | 
will not bother the film industry at 
present, anyway. While Secretary 
Hopkins’ fledgling corps of expert 
advisors have an eye on films, the 
cooperation movement remains the 
concern of Dr. Willard Thorpe and 
Ernest Tupper, who have been deal- 
ing with four or five major indus- 
tries for several months. They will 
not be unseated, but may call in 
some of the rookies to help search 
for a solution to the numerous film 
conundrums. 


Miles Vice Fred Storm; 
Goldwyn Shifts Latter 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Fred Storm, Sam Goldwyn press | 


agent here, is being shifted east. He 
may serve Goldwyn there, as no suc- 
cessor to Ben Washer. has since 
been appointed. 

Former Washington correspondent 


for the United Press, Storm was 
brought here at the instigation of | 


James Roosevelt. 
John P. Miles 
ceeds Storm here. 


G.T.E.'S 15C DIVVY 


General Theatre 


most likely 


| An unscheduled meeting of Mono: | 
‘gram directors was held last Friday | 
| (29) to arrange for the annual stock- 
holders’ meeting slated for today | 
(Wed.). Stockholders will be given | 
deals of Monogram’s prospects and | 
present income in Europe. 
Robert L. Buckner has filed a N. Y. 


Buckner Sues Ex-Collab 
And Par on ‘Midnight’ 


federal court action against Para- | 
mount Pictures, Inc., and Charies 


Beahan, charging plagiarism of a 


play written by Beahan and himself | 
in 1933, entitled ‘Dearly Beloved’ in } 


the Paramount film, ‘Midnight.’ | 
The plaintiff asseris that the play , 
was submitted to Paramount in 1934, | 
but rejected. He is bringing in his | 
co-author as a defendant because of — 
the latter’s refusal to join in the ac- 


Loew's board of directors is sched- | 


ber. | 


| 


In ‘Justice’ to All, Murphy Minimizes 
U.S. Tax Probes on Coast; Call Many 


Par’s Forman Back 
With Warfront Shots 


Harrison Forman, 


cameraman who was early on the 


from the scene of the warfare. 
got into New York this week. For- 
man brought the latest film taken in 
and about Warsaw with him. 
escaped from the besieged city o 


safely. 
John Dored, grabbing material for 
Paramount, is now stationed in Lat- 


scene in Poland when Germany in-/}y a preliminary move to 
vaded that country, is the first news-| which is needed to decide whether 


reel photographer to arrive back | there was any Criminal intent to 
He evade payment to the rovernment. 


one of the last planes to get away) 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Prior hints the Justice Department 
seek indictment of numerous 
_ individuals whose tax returns have 
been challenged by the Treasury De- 


Paramount's Partment turned out last week to be 


premature. Curren. grand jury 
| proceedings in Los Angeles is mere- 
get dope 


Early decision was indicated by 
| Attorney General Murphys Thursday 


He | (28) in statement that a public an- 
n nouncement will be made as soon as 


conclusion is reached. This is in 
justice to the persons whose names 
‘have been used loosely in press ac- 
counts for several months, as well as 
to the government and the public. 


Now the Lawyers Can't | 


suc- | 


tion with him as a plaintiff. 
An injunction, accounting of prof- 
its and damages are sought. 


| 


Take It; Beef at Films’ 


‘Pernicious Propaganda’ Application to dismiss on grounds of 


|failure to state a cause of action, will 
be argued on Oct, 13. 


Syracuse, Oct. 3. | 


The legal profession is beginning | causes of action. 
that in 
| William Goetz and Darryl F. Zanuck, 
Condemning what it asserts is a} owned Pictures, Inc. 


to burn as result of alleged slurs 
cast on it by recent films. 


motion picture campaign directed to 
exploit the ‘sharp, shrewd, unpro- 


reflection on the entire profession, 
the Onondaga County Bar Associa- 
tion is on record with a resolution | 
calling upon theatre managers of 
the couniy to cease exhibiting such 
pictures. 

Copies of the resolution will be 
forwarded this week to all film pro- 
ducers, the New York State Bar As- 
sociation and the American Bar As- 
sociation in the hope that the latter 
organization will join in condemning 
pictures of the offensive type. 

The resolution recites that lawyers 
are officers of the court and that 
any reflection upon the dignity of 
any officers of the court is a re- 
flection upon the administration of 
justiee, reciting that it is impera-' 
tive that the honor and the sanctity | 
of the courts of the United States 
and all officers thereof be preserved | 
and maintained. 

It goes on to say that the film in- 
dustry, knowingly or unknowingly, 
has been conducting a campaign ex- | 
ploiting the shyster lawyer, assert- | 
ing that such ‘propaganda is per- 
nicious, untrue, unjust and unfair to 
the lawver, brings disrespect also on 
the courts and the administration of 
justice.’ 


WB GETTING DUALS 
STARTED IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 


Warner Bros. execs completing | 
plans this week for launching its | 


double-feature policy in nabes where 
indies are showing duals. If details 
can be worked out, the chain's 
houses are expected to blossom ov# 
in double-headers before the end of 
the week. At least one downtown 


house, believed to be the Capitol, is 
expected to start the showing of 
duals. 

The policy is a great departure 


from the stand the chain has always 
taken on the practice. If the experi- 
ment proves successful it is believed 


that more indies will start showing 
double-features to counteract War- 
ners. 


indie houses. Since the outlawing 
of games by the courts, and the 
okaying of double-features by the 
Supreme Court ruling, the practice 
has spread. Court ruling the practice 
in, exhibitors believe duals will be 
the rule instead of the exception. 


SPG Pact Starts 9th 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


'porations, was filed in N. Y. federal 


| situated, 


,it is claimed, that Sidney R. Kent 
fessional and trickster lawyers’ as a persuaded the stockholders to ac- 
quire ‘Pictures, Inc.’, and the serv- 


acquired was insolvent. 


000 are asked on this cause of action. 


sult of the sale of Fox's 50° in Gau- 


Jationship of Nicholas 


seph M. Schenck, his 


tions and particulars, all charging 
mismanagement on the part of of- 
ficials and directors. Among the 


charges made are sale of stories and 
picture rights to other companies at 


Until the past six months duals 
' were shown only in a few scattered | 


'Seton Porter, 
| William C. 

| Tinker, Sidney Towell, R. B. Simon- 
f ‘son, Cornelius Vanderbilt, George F. 
Screen Publicists Guild’s contract | Wasson, Jr.: Frank O. Watts, Dar- 
Equipment With studios goes into effect Oct. 9.) ry] F. Zanuck, the S. G. Z. Corp., 


A stockholder action against 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp., 40 officers 
and directors, and six other cor- 


court Friday (29), by Millie Simm 
and Annie Kopple, minority stock- 
holders, on behalf of themselves and 
other Fox stockholders’ similarly 
The action seeks the re- 
turn to the company of $18,000,000. 


The suit is based on six separate 
The first claims 
1935, Joseph M. Schenck, 


At a special 
meeting of stockholders on Aug. 15, 


ices of the three men, but without 
telling them that the company to be 
Instead, it 
was stated that its acquisition would 
mean $4,000,000 in working capital 


| via. | 

Although the problem of getting | 
actual European warfare shots has 
proved a headache to the five Amer- 


'n dragging numerous persons be- 
fore the Los Angeles inauisitors, the 
| Department is taking advantage of 
ican newsreels, thus far the war has | the chance to quiz principals with- 
not been as costly to cover as many | °t- having lawyers sitting on the 
reel executives feared. Nearly all | sidelines advising their clients what 
the reels have been thwarted to date | questions to answer and interpolat- 
in their efforts to get cameramen | 1D8 explanations, , That was the 
to the frontline trenches, but at | trouble with the informal confer- 
least one newsreel shortly expects | ences held during the summer, so the 
to start receiving material photo- | Prosecutors feel it is desirable to get 
graphed at the western front. | sworn testimony when each witness 

'has to use his own memory and dis- 


Tri-States Sues To 
Keep State, Omaha, 
Shuttered, Per Pact 


Omaha, Oct. 3. 
Tri-States Theatres made the first 
move in a long-anticipated legal 
battle between A. H. Blank, 


to the company. Damages of $5,000,- 


The second cause seeks the can- | 
cellation of the stock option war- 
rants granted to Kent. 


The third cause claims a loss to 
the stockholders of $5,000,000, as re- 


mont-British to Loew's at a greatly 
reduced value. In this case the re- 
M. Schenck, 
as president of Loew’s, Inc., and Jo- 
brother, as 
chairman of the board of Fox, is 
stressed, 

The fourth cause contains 18 sec- 


less than their value, excessive sala- 
ries and bonuses paid stars, direc- 
tors, etc. 

The fifth cause asserts that in the 
purchase of the stock of Fox Film 
Corp. in 1930 from William Fox the 
stockholders had a loss of $3,500,000. | 

The last cause claims that other | 
stockholder actions of a similar na- | 
ture were started, but that directors 
in order to block them have during 


firm’s president, and Ralph D. Gold- 


cretion in answering. When the fish- 


ing expedition finishes, the Justice 


and Treasury people will go over the 
| whole history again, comparing the 
| statements under oath with the pre- 


| will hold more parleys. 


the | 


berg, local chain owner, over Gold- | 


berg’s announcement he will reopen 
the State this month. Tri-States 


asked the Federal district court to| 


restrain Goldberg ‘and five corpo- 
rations he is said to control) from 
unshuttering the house, dark for 
many years. The State is two blocks 
from the Omaha and Orpheum, both 
Blank-operated. 

Petition says World Realty Co. 
(one of corporations named) agreed 


in 1934, when subletting the Omaha | 


to Blank for 10 years, to keep the 
State dark during that period. Realty 
firm holds 99-year leases on both 
houses. Also says Tri-States spent 
$60,000 on the Omaha on improve- 
ments and has signed for a $19,000 
marquee and sign. 

Petition names Adolph L. Kaplan, 
in whose name house is to be opened. 
Goldberg claims Kaplan is to be sole 
Owner and operator but Tri-States 
alleges Kaplan is in Goldberg's pay. 
Goldberg says he’s only an advisor. 

Goldberg had _ previously 
‘some very interesting things would 
happen if he had any trouble open- 
ing the State.” An anti-trust suit 
has been rumored as Goldberg's 


the past years paid out $750,000 of | move. 


their own and corporation 
to buy off these protests. 

The sought-for relief 
cancellation of existing 
with Schenck, Zanuck, Kent and 


money 


seeks the 


Goetz, and that they be forced to | 
wrongfully | 


account for all monies 
received, It seeks a judgment against 


contracts | 


Tri-States says downtown Omaha 
already is overseated and charges 
that because of close proximity of 
State to the Omaha, the Blank-op- 
| erated house will lose upwards of 
$15,000 per month. Goldberg now 
| has a string of five nabes and one 
downtown house. 


the officers, directors, and corpora- | 


tions involved, and asks that all 
stock options be cancelled. 

Specific charges include illegal 
payments, salaries, percentages, prof- 
its, bonuses, stock options, acquisi- 
tions, purchases, sales, fraud and bad 
faith. 

Individuals and corporations named 
include Samuel Burns, Matthew 
3rush, W. S. Bell, David K. E. Bruce, 
H. Donald Campbell, Harold B. Clark, 
Philip R. Clarke, Harley L. Clarke, J. 
R. Dillon, Wilfred J. Eadie, Jr., Sam- 
uel W. Fordyee, William Goetz, Wil- 
liam Fox, Daniel O. Hastings, 
Charles H. Higley John P. Edmond- 
son, William F. Ingold, Sidney R. 
Kent, Otto E. Koegel, Dryden Kuser, 
Felix A. Jenkins, Richard F. Hoyt, 
Arthur W. Loasby, Jack G. Leo, 


| Ernest W. Never, J. W. Lang, Wil- 


liam P. Phillips, Hermann G. Place, 
Joseph M. Schenck, 
Michel, Edward R. 


trimmed its dividend declaration last| Agreement calls for preferential hir-| American Telephone & Telegraph, 
week, directors declaring 15¢ divvy | ing of SPG members from a list of |Inc.; the Chase National Bank of 


as against 25c paid last July 14. 
Dividend is payable 
stock on- record, Oct. 6. 


Oct. 16 to! 


; unemployed members, 
Senior flacks draw a minimum $100 
week and juniors $50, 


|N. ¥.; Amerex Holding Corp., Hal- 


sey Stuart & Co., and 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp. 


| 


SELZNICK FOR HOWARD 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
| ‘If Winter Comes’ has been sold by 
20th-Fox to David O. Selznick, with 
Leslie Howard to be starred. if 


March, 
John Cromwell most likely directs, 


FLAHERTY’S U.S. PIC 
Memphis, Oct. 3. 

Robert Flaherty, producer of ‘Man 
_of Aran’ and co-director of ‘Elephant 
| Boy, ‘Tabu’ and other adventure 
films, is here with a crew of U. S. 
government camermen shooting cot- 
ton scenes of a Department of Agri- 
culture documentary featurette. 


Considerable secrecy surrounds 
plans, but troupe has headquartered 
at Peabody hotel here and ventured 
into surrounding territory daily for 
past 10 days. Understood film will 


vious explanations, the facts dug up 
independently and the law and 
audits. 

Murphy said he his received some 
of the grand jury transcripts and 
Upon com- 
pletion of the studies and discussions 
‘we will decide on our course and 
make an announcement.’ Meanwhile 
the cases have not been settled, de- 
sp'te rumors some adjustment has 
been effected. 

Which of the three sets of cases 
the department is uncertain about 
pressing was not disclosed. Murphy 
did not care to go into detail about 
strategy, but other sources indicated 
that there is uncertainty only about 
one of the complicated matters. 


Call Mayer, Holmden 
On Coast in U. S. Quiz 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Industry tops, including Louis B. 
Mayer, and Harland Holmden, in- 
ternational vice-president of the In- 


| ternational Alliance Theatrical Stage 


| Employes, 


said 


quisitors, 


were among dozens of 
witnesses paraded before U. S. grand 
jury the past week as that body con- 
tinued its investigation of alleged 
labor racketeering in the picture biz, 
income tax evasions and restraint of 
trade, 

In addition to Mayer, topflight ac- 
tors, accountants and Guild Jeaders 
appeared before the Government in- 
Witnesses included Rob- 
ert Montgomery, former prexyv of 
Screen Actors Guild, who was large- 
ly responsible for negotiation of 
basic agreement between his organi- 


| zation and producers; Ralph Morgan, 


‘WINTER’ COMES TO DAVE. 


available, for the scheduled start in| 


present Guild prexy; Kenneth Thom- 
son, SAG executive secretary; Au- 
brey Blair, organizer of American 
Guild of Variety Artists, and former 
head of Junior SAG. Another wit- 
ness was Arthur Stebbins, nephew 
of Joseph M. Schenck. 

J. B. Codd, 20th-Fox accountant; 
Guy Cooper, former recording sec- 
retary of Technicians Local 37, and 
Victor Clark, assistant to Pat Casey, 
were also among those subpoenaed. 
Sid Rogell, RKO studio manager; 
Jack R. Holt and F. T. Stimpfig. bank 
officials, were others calied before 
jury. 

Quiz is being conducted under Gi- 


/rection of Charles H. Carr, special 


| assistant to the U. S. 


| 


|be patched together later by Pare | 


!Lorentz in Washington, 


attorney-gen- 
eral, 

Heads of other studio labor crafts 
and Guilds and other studio execu- 
tives are to be called when grand 
jury resumes its sessions this week. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Warners renewed Frank McHugh s 
player pact for one year. 

Paramount handed new contract 
to Bob Hope. 

Martha Driscoll 
ticket at Metro. 

Chris-Pin Martin inked player pect 
with 20th-Fox, 


inked player 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | | 


ut 


ut 


ut 
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NLRB in D.C. Ratifies the IATSE: 


Studios ‘Surrendered, Says Mannix 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Outcome of ballot competition be- 
tween International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees and the 
United Studio Technicians Guild a 
week earlier was ratified Wednes- 
day (27) by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board. Protests of the 
USTG were ashcanned, as the Wag- 
ner Act administrators certified IA 
to bargain for technicians at 11 
Hollywood studios. Action wipes out 
any Guild hope of another election 
based on complaints the winners 
engaged in forbidden solicitation, or 
that recognition by the producers 


was part of a plot to prevent the 
rookie union from gaining full 
statute. 


Results as officially stamped by 
the NLRB were: For the IA, 4,460; 


for USTG, 1,967; for neither, 51; 
challenged, 420. 
Under the terms of the order, 


JA does the negotiating at Colum- 
bia, Metro, Paramount, RKO, Wan- 
ger, 20th Century-Fox, Universal, 
Warners, Goldwyn and Roach. 


Producers Surrendered to Threat 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

FE. J. Mannix, chairman of the film 
producers negotiating committee, 
branded the recent 10°% wage boost 
granted to IATSE as a surrender to 
a threat rather than a friendly agree- 
ment, in a statement subsequent to 
the all-night session that resulted in 
the increase. 

Under present circumstances, Man- 
nix declared, reduction instead of 
expansion is the only logical way to 
Save the picture industry. His 
statement follows: 

‘It would be unfair to the motion 
picture producers, to our employees 
and to the industry as a whole if | 
the feeling is allowed to prevail that 
the producers are proud of or satis- 


fied with their action in agreeing to | tion 


an increase of 10% in wages to mem- 
bers of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 

‘The action was not voluntary; it 
was forced. Not only was it enforced 
with reckless disregard of possible 
consequences; it was exacted arbi- 
trarily by those who used the threat 
of immediate strike to accomplish 
their demands. 

‘Knowing that a strike in the mo- 


dx 


ADV. FOR EXTRAS 


War Boom in New London, Conn., 
Embarasses M, of T. 


With ship and submarine building, 
chief industries at New London, 
Conn., operating under boom condi- 
tions, March of Time is finding it 
necessary to advertise in local 
papers to get supers for the shooting 
of its first feature, ‘The Ramparts 
We Watch.’ Each of the extras, 
mostly townspeople, gets $5.50 a day. 
Largest number, 179, was used Fri- 
day (29) in a peace parade scene. 
Couple of weeks ago 75 extras were 
employed, being pictured marching 
out of factories. 

Extras are hired under the super- 
vision of Mike Connelly, of the 
Screen Actors Guild. Principal roles 
in the film are handled by 25 mem- 
bers of the SAG whom M. of T. took 
up from New York. Union did not 
insist on members for the super 
parts because of the impossibility of 
housing them anywhere near New 
London now. 


Sue Disney-Technicotor 
For Third Dimension 
Patent Infringement 


Vincent I. Whitman filed a N. Y. 
federal court suit Saturday (30) 
against Walt Disney Productions, 
Technicolor, Inc., Technicolor Mo- 
tion Picture Corp. and RKO Radio 
Pictures charging the infringement 
| of his patented invention involving 


> | color photography in ‘Snow White’ 


!and ‘Pinocchio.’ The plaintiff asserts 
ithat prior to May 3, 1935 he in- 
vented ‘a composite system of mo- 
picture photography, whereby 


'a portion of a still background scene 


tion picture industry at this critical | 


time would bring economic disaster | 


to upwards of 200,000 workers, and | 


might spell ruin to the industry it- 
self, the producers felt they had no 
choice but to yield. 


‘To the producers, a strike meant 
enforced addition to the ranks of 
the unemployed: it meant all of the 
consequences of industrial disputes. 

‘It cannot be sald the producers 
‘granted’ an increase or that they 
Were persuaded that one was fair 
or economically possible; they mere- 
ly surrendered. What the conse- 
quences will be we are not now in 
@ position to know. 

‘In their long negotiations with | 
the IATSE representatives the pro- 
ducers presented plain facts and 
figures which show the injustice and 
danger of adding to industry costs at 
a time when industry revenues are 
decreasing to the point of disaster. 
But in each instance our arguments 
and representations were met with 
@n unyielding ultimatum. 

‘Only Compromise’ 

‘The only compromise obtained 

was acceptance of a 10% increase 


instead of 20° as originally de- 
manded. 
‘It should be known by all that 


reduction, 
costs is the only 
which the industry can be saved. 

‘Only by strict economy, by greater 
efficiency, by individual sacrifice 
can this great industry be main- 
tained on a sound and going basis. 
The American motion picture indus- 
try has become one of the greatest 
economic and cultural assets of the 
nation; it has been one of the great- | 
est influences in accomplishment of 
international good will and under- 
Standing. 

‘It has been one of the first in- 
dustries to suffer tremendous losses 
asa result of the war in Europe. 
How long such losses will continue, 
to what extent they will cripple pro- | 
duction and distribution of pictures 
we cannot know at this time. 

‘Despite knowledge of such con-. 
ditions, despite an earnest plea from 
the producers for at least four or 
five weeks of delay in which to 
Survey the situation and protect the 
industry as much as possible from 
the many difficulties it now faces, 


not ex 


the studio heads were forced to con- 


pansion in industry | 
possible road by 


| ment,’ 
ter 


pictorially recorded, is photographed 
in superimposed relation on visual 
actions, which occur in the fore- 
ground.’ 

When Disney started production of 
‘Snow White’ in 1937, he claims he 
notified the producer of the infringe- 
ment. Now he asserts the same in- 
fringement is taking place in ‘Pin- 
| occhio.’ 

An injunction against both pic- 
| tures, all the profits, and triple dam- 
ages for ‘wilful and unjust infringe- 
is asked. Reference to a mas- 
to determine the actual profits 


also sought. 


11 PIX IN WORK TAX 


|years was 


Arts 


| through. 


| go-signal 


' spirit of resentment, 


| with 


and 


CAPACITY OF 20TH LOT 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
production for recent 
registered by 20th-Fox, 
11 pictures overflowing the 
capacities of 
spilling into 
Western Avenue. 

In production are ‘The Blue Bird,’ 
‘Swanee River,’ ‘Daytime Wife,’ 
‘Everything Happens at Night,’ ‘Lit- 
tle Old New York,’ ‘20,000 Men a 
Year,’ ‘The City,’ ‘The Adventurer,’ 
‘The Man Who Wouldn't Talk,’ added 
scenes on ‘High School’ and ‘He 
Married His Wife,’ which rolled yes- 
terday (Mon.). 


Tops in 


Warner East for GN 
Confabs With Hammons. 


Franklyn Warner, head of Fine 
Pictures, is due in New York 
yn Friday (6) for confabs with Earle 
Hammons, Grand National prez. | 
Warner is slated to begin production 
of films for GN release as soon as a 
$600,000 loan for the distributing 
company from the RFC comes, 
GN has about a dozen films on its | 
shelves which are also awaiting the 
from 
financial well. 


'eede to demands which in the — 
run 


those 
to the 


injurious to 
well as 


will prove 
who made them as 


'rest of the motion picture organiza- 
| tion. 


is not made in a 
but is present- 
ed solely for the purpose of making 
clear to al! concerned that hard 
decisions and conditions are some- 
times. accepted by those who must 
submit to force rather than to fair- 
ness and logic, 


‘This statement 


the Westwood studio | 
the old lot on} 


the Washington | Dunne’ S $100, 000 Plus Nand, where he 


Tough on the P.A.s 


The problem of obtaining na- 
tional publicity coverag on big 
feature pictures at a time when 
the newspapers are devoting so 
much space to war news and 
photographs of the European 
conflict, is currently rated an 
acid test for industry p.a.’s 

Situation is expected to show 


U.S. to Temporarily Abandon N.Y. 
Trust Suit vs. Major Film Cos.; 


Concentrate on Schine in Buffalo 


which ingenious publicists are 
able to crack through. 


LEFT ME,’ 
MAE MURRAY 
TESTIFIES 


RAPHAELSON VS. KANE 


$25,000 Suit Over 20th-Fox Writing 
Chore in London 


Application will be made today 
(Wed.) by Samson Raphaelson to ex- 
amine Robert T. Kane before trial, 
in connection with a $25,000 breach 
of contract suit against the British 
production head of 20th-Fox Film 
in N. Y. supreme court. The writer 
asserts he was hired in February, 


Albany, Oct. 3. 

Mae Murray's career as a picture 
star has not ended, the 41-year-old 
actress icily told Daniel H. Prior, 
attorney for Bessie Cunning, John 
Cunning and Cortland Cunning, dur- 
ing testimony, s. r. o., in Supreme 
Court, Albany, in her action to ob- 
tain custody of 12-year-old son, 
Koran, now living with the Cun- 
nings at Averill Park, near Troy. 
Boy has been a member of Cunning 
family since 1935, when their 
brother, Dr. Daniel Cunning, New 
York brain specialist, performed a 


double mastoid operation and placed 
the youngster to recuperate with 
them. 

Miss Murray had testified that her 
first theatrical engagement in New 
York City was in cabarets (she did 
not remember which one); that from 
there she went into the Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies ‘where my 
special hit,’ and then into pictures, | for 
rising to stardom in 1918. It was| Loew’s 
then that Prior asked, ‘When did| dren saw 
your stardom end? She replied, ‘It | Sunday (1). 
has not ended. I stopped work to 
look after the welfare of my boy.’ 


Records of court actions in New 
York and California—Miss Murray 
is seeking $12,000 a year in the lat- 
ter state from her former husband, 


weekly, to work for Kane’s New 
World Pictures, Ltd., 


English production branch. 

Kane’s defense consists of a gen- 
eral denial and, as an affirmative 
defense, he claims that he acted as 
agent for New World in any agree- 
ment which might have been made 
with the plaintiff, and thus the suit 
should not be against him, but 
against New World Pictures. 

Kane flew back to England on the 
Clipper last week. 


Quebec Eases Kid Law For 
‘Oz’: Even ‘Snow White’ 
Couldn't Achieve It 


Oct. 


banning 


Montreal, 
Quebec provincial law 


dancing 


‘Wizard of Oz,’ currently 
here, and hundreds of a 


from Hon. Gilbert Layton, Minister 
| without Portfolio in the 
Government. 
raised the question with the Attorney- 
General’s department and that Pre- 
Prince David Mdivani, once known! mier Duplessis had given permis- 
as David Manners in Mack Sennett | sion to lift the ban on minors for 
comedies, for the boy’s maintenance | this particular picture. 

and cultural development—set forth This is the first lifting of the ban 
that she was broke when first she | since its imposition some eight years 
left the prince and that she Was | ago, not even ‘Snow White’ escaping 
forced to break lucrative contracts, | the effect of the law. 

when Koran became ill in N. Y.) 
City. She told reporters that failure | 
to fill contracts for films to be made | 
in England was held against her by 


HEDY WANTS TO BOW 
feave pictures; pictures lett me; that| OUT OF HER M-G PACT 


she was ‘telephotogenic,’ and her fu- | 
ture in television looked bright. Miss Hollywood, Oct. 3. | 
Murray mentioned recent successful . | 
work in radio, on WMCA and other| Attorney for Hedy Lamarr has | 

served notice on Metro demanding 


stations. Bose: | 
Disapproves Pix for Kids cancellation of her contract. | 
Complaint charges actress, draw- | 


1roug estion ir i - . 
Through a question in court, it de- | ing $575 weekly, had not been paid | 
veloped that although she had taken | 
eee . since July, 1938, and ther ef her 
Koran to films and other places he ae 
. | contract is deemed abro: sated by the 

wanted to go, on a visit to New} 
4 ; ‘ istudio. She was originally signec 
York in 1938, ‘I don't aperare at $750 weekly on a 40-week ba 

S1S. 
movies for youngsters.’ Miss Mur- ‘ 


yre 


ray testified that she only recog- Her attorney contends Miss La- 
nized one of her three marriages,|™arr’s salary later was pro-rated 
that to Prince Mdivani, as such, be- | 9ver_ 52 weeks, reducing the stipend 
cause it was the only one according | to $575. 

to laws of the Roman Catholic | She was brought to Metro by Louis 
Church. She said there had been!B. Mayer after making ‘Ecstasy’ 
two previous marriages one to Jay | abroad. Her idea of a salary is said 
O’Brien in 1918 and dissolved the! to be around $5,000 a wee! 

same year, the other to director = 

Robert Z. Leonard in 1918 and term- 

inated by a Paris divorce in 1925 All Co-Op to Keep Barry, 

The religious question has figured > 

in the trial, the Cunnings permit- | I itt, Open for Skirball 
ting Koran to remain a Catholic and Pittsburgh, Oct. 3 

to serve as altar boy in an Averill Last-minute adjustments made by 
| Park church. An accomplished mu- William Skirball, operator of Ba 
sician, he sometimes plays the organ | theater, will k ep downtown, twin- 
there. A conflict of testimony has! first-runner indefinitely. 
been heard on various points as to f{ouse was originally announced to 
what both sides have or have not! close last week after having been in 
| done for the boy, ete. | action only a month since summer- 


|long shutdown 
down from Cleve- 
runs a string of | 
1ouses, and went into huddle: with 
je film exchanges and union | 
jhelp. Result was a willingness on 
| all sides to make proper allowances 
in order that Barry could continue. | 
Just how long it will remain open, 


For RKO’s ‘Overboard’ 


Oct: 


lead 


‘Hollywood, 
Irene Dunne deal for in 


-RKO’s ‘Women Overboard’ is re- however, is problematical since Skir- 

ported getting her $100,000 plus a ball feels biz for him must pick up 

split of the net and a small per- considerably despite adjustments in 

centage of the gross. Actress drew order for him to keep Barry run- 

$150,000 flat on her last picture at ning. Spot is the old Pitt, long a 

the studio. That's her stipend for Shubert legit site. 

three at Universal Mannie Greenwald, who was all 
Leo McCarey produces and directs set to scram for other part 

| ‘Overboard.’ ing on as Barry’s managet 


1938, on a 10-week contract, at $2,500 | 


the 20th-Fox | 


the film at all showings} 


Announcement to this effect came | 


Quebec | 
He stated that he had | 


| chain while the U. S. 


impos 


A complete switch of battlefront 
between the U. S. Government and 
the major film companies became 
evident during the past week, with 
the extension of time to answer in- 
terrogatories extended on both sides 
from Oct. 7 to Oct. 17. 

United Artists had allowed the 
U. S. until that day to answer its 38 
questions, and the Government had 
granted the same extension to UA 
and to the balance of the majors. 

However, after due deliberation, 
ee U. S. Attorneys’ office has de- 
cided to abandon the N. Y. action 
temporarily and to shift the frontal 
attack to the Schine case, 


| It is this case that the Govern- 
| ment now hopes to prove a unique 
and unprecedented theory, which 
| may win not only the Schine case, 
but the major suit in N. Y. 

This theory will be to have the 
film industry declared a public util- 
ity. If the Schine case can be won 
on these lines, no producing or dis- 
tributing company may _ sell to 
chains, but only to the highest bid- 
der, Individual selling would be the 
outcome, and would automatically 
give the Government divorcement of 
theatres in its major action in N. Y. 

A similar case was the situation 
of the railroads a few years back, 
when they were declared a public 
utility and were not able to favor 
their own coal mines, but were 
forced to give contracts to the low- 
est bidder. 

The Government will base a 
} major part of its offenses on the In- 


minors under 16 from admission to | terstate (Texas) case, while the ma- 
made a | picture theatres has been re eee will argue this matter has no 


bearing, and is res adjudicate. 

Even should the Government fail 
in its Schine suit, it still will in no 
| way have hurt its stand in the major 
action, where conspiracy is charged. 
| Federal Judge John C. Knox has de- 
clared that until the interrogatories 
question is solved, he will not pro- 
ceed any further with the Govern- 
ment’s request for a preference date 
of Nov. 1 for the start of the N. Y. 
action. The present situation, 
coupled with the numerous delays, 
probably means that the N. Y. case 
will not begin until April or May, or 
even carry over to next fall. Or 
another possibility, somewhat re- 
mote at the moment, but which may 
gain impetus, is that if the major 
film companies are licked in the 
Schine action, the N. Y. suit may 
never go to trial, since the trade 
practices revisions contain 
many of the demands of the Gov- 
ernment, which will probably ask 
and receive a consent decree, should 
divorcement be a foregone conclu- 
sion, 

It has also been ascertained that 


Berkley W. Henderson, formerly in 
charge of the N. Y. office of the 
anti-trust department, has been as- 


signed from Washington to prosecute 
the Schine case. 


U.S. Argues for a Curb 


On ‘Further Expansion’ 
Buffalo, Oct. 3 


Government motion for a prelim- 
inary injunction ‘to prevent exvan- 
sion’ of the five-state Schine theatre 
monopoly suit 
against it is pending trial, ar- 
gued before Judge John Knight here 
yesterday (Monday). Court reserved 
decision, ordering the filing of briefs 


was 


| by the defendants next Monday (9) 
and by the Government the follow- 
ing Monday. 

Seymour Krieger, special attorney 


sent from Washington, voiced the 
Department of Justice’s request for 
the injunction. He cited as a rea- 
son a Government allegation that the 
Schine group used its buying power 
a circuit to restrain trade and 
asserted that ‘circuit buying power 
constitutes a violation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law.’ 

Frederick H. Wood, of New York, 
counsel for the Schines, asked Judge 
Knight to dismiss the entire com- 
plaint and therefore refuse the in- 
junction on the grounds that the 
case is doubtful in both law and fact. 
He said that the circuit denied ‘all 
general allegations of wrong-doing 
on which the Government rests its 
case.’ 

Arguments were so lengthy it was 
sible to hear a motion by the 
bill of particulars 


(Continued, gn. page, 21) 
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Atlas May Cut Its 


Share Underwriting to $3.50-$3.75; 


Economy 


Continued from page 3 


these weak sisters when it came to 
distributing abroad, Included in the 
lot are naturally numerous ‘B’ pro- 
But some of the so-called 

grossed so little in 


e th | bd R ‘ductions. 
See This Fur er e aying eorg ce Mago that they actually 


RKO may shortly find itself in a 
rerious predicament, despite the feel- 
ing in the company that its court | 
troubles are over. 

The failure of the Atlas Corp. to, 
renew its offer of $4 a share for the | 
underwriting of 375,000 shares of the | 
new common stock of the company | 
might throw the entire proceedings | 
out. Atlas spokesmen have declared 
that they are waiting for the market 
to stabilize itself, and then they will | 
decide what a ‘fair offer’ would be. | 
It is reliably reported that officials of 
the investment company are now 
considering a figure of $3.50-$3.75 a 
share for the stock. Since the offer 
of $4 a share was vigorously opposed, 
it is expected that a lower figure will 
meet with even more opposition. The 
matter will be taken up by Federal | 
Judge William Bondy on his return 
to New York Oct. 11. 

Before he left on a vacation, the | 
judge had referred the $4 offer to | 
special master George W. Alger and | 
the SEC to decide. It is also re- | 
ported by persons close to the vet-| 
eran jurist that he considers the | 
underwriting agreement an integral | 
part of the plan of reorganization, 
and would fee] it seriously jeopard- | 
ized the company’s welfare,-if it was 
omiited. In view of these circum- 
etances, if Atlas does not renew, or if 
Atlas’ offer should be deemed too 
low, it is expected that the judge | 
will withdraw his approval of the | 
plan, until the changes necessitated | 
by these evenis have been once | 
again referred to stock and bond- | 
holders, and new consents to the 
plan secured. This would be a drawn 
out and procrastinated affair which 
would undoubiedly see the com- 
pany struggling in the throes of re- 
organization for another six months 
to a year. 

Due to the war in Europe, it is al- | 
most certain that if Ailas does renew | 
its offer, the offer will be less than | 
it was before. lt certainly will not 
be more. 


+ 


Depinet’s New Contract 

A new contract as vice-president | 
in charge of distribution of RKO has 
been issued Ned E. Depinet, one of | 
the few executives of the company | 
to be given a contract pending re- | 
organization. Depinet declines to 
amplify on the announcement that. 
he has been voted a new long-term | 
contract, length of which is not in- | 
dicated. 

He is reported getting $95,000 an- | 
nually from RKO. | 

Depinet has been with RKO eight | 


years. 


| 
N. Y. Par Sets 2-Week 
Date for Dick Powell 


Dick Powell will 
theatre appearance since leaving the | 
Warner Bros. player roster at the 
New York Paramount starting Oct. 
25. Date is for two weeks and is the} 
only p.a. he has set thus far. | 

There have been reports that 
Powell would organize an orch and 
tour as its maestro, but he’s appear- 
ing solo at the Par. 


make his first | 


Par Sues to Cut Its N. Y. 
Property Assessments. 


Paramount Pictures filed two ac- 
tions in the N. Y. supreme court yes- 
terday (Tues.) against the N. Y. Tax 
Commission alleging over-assess- 
ments. 

Par claims that in August, 1938, 
the board assessed its property at 
331-337 West 44th street at $135,000 
unimproved, and $220.000 improved, | 
and property at 544-550 West 43rd 
street, at $65,000 unimproved, and 
$135,000 improved. In each case the 
film company claims the assessment 
was $30,000 over. The first named 
property is a film exchange, 
second a film Jab. 


Jake Miller Retiring 


New Orleans, Oct. 3. 

Sale of the Lafayette by Jake 
Miller to the Merrie Shows, Inc., of 
which Charles V. Levy is president, 
marks the retirement from amuse- 
ment circles of a pioneer. 

Miller for 30 years exploited stage 
shows and motion pictures. He 
started at the old Shubert. 


Allied, himself has called a meeting 


| nection but expected that Cohen will 


| reported $100,000 was the asking price. 


| stituted as the sacrifice offering, and ‘Geste’ will gc 


the | 


| were distributed at a loss in certain 
instances. This practice will be 
halted by a majority of American 
companies, their attitude being that 
i those pictures handed exhibitors will 
be almost assured money-makers for 
the distributor and exhib. Other- 

me wise, they will be kept solely for 

Remnants of Allied Theatre Own- | domestic distribution. 

ers of New York, but reportedly rep- As with the saving affected in 
resenting a majority of leaders, are trimming the number of productions 


“4s : set aside for titling for the Latin- 
coagulating for what, it is believed, 
will result in an application to Al-|4merican market, U. S, companies 


films 
ied States Assn., national body, for |@!so will use extreme care on 
in| allotted for distribution in France 


e because every picture shipped for 
French distribution must be dubbed 
afternoon (Tues.) in Syracuse of | into the French language. Execu- 
strong upstate N. Y. leaders. tives believe this will reduce the 

Situation is reported to boil itself|syne expenses which have been 
down to a break away from Max A. | heavy, considering the amount of 
Cohen, president of the Allied of|revenue secured in Frange. — 

N. Y. unit, that was thrown out of What Europe favors particularly 
the national body recently for hav-jare films of the slapstick and pan- 
ing gone against the policy of Al-|tomimic type, highly popular during 
lied States, headed by Col. H. A.|the last war. 

Cole, in rejection of the trade prac- Arthur Kelly, v.p. in charge of 
tices code, now, however, a dead| United Artists’ foreign department, 
issue. Following action of National| who has received several of these 
Allied in ousting the N. Y. group/|requests from abroad, declares that 
from its body, Cohen declared it|it is probable that no films of the 
would go on as an independent or-/|type wanted will be made, for the 
ganization without national affilia-| present at least. 

tions. Difficulty is that the broad com- 

Inside, it is understood, is that/edy whieh is popular in Europe 
various upstate leaders had a meet-/doesn’t have sufficient draught in 
ing of their own following rejection | the United States. And it is, of 
of the code at the Minneapolis Al-| course, impossible, particularly with 
lied convention and inclined toward }the situation as it is, to make films 
seconding that action but subse-/ especially for the European market. 
quently, through influence of Cohen RKO, which has received similar 
and followers, were steam-rollered | requests for comedy features, is of 
into doing the opposite. 'a like opinion. 

Cohen as president of what is con- | 
stituted as an orphan of national | Dembow Retaining F.&M. 
Holdings, Though Out 


Sam Dembow. Jr., is discussing a 
new connection following retirement 
from Fanchon & Marco as a v.p. and 
partner. 

He states he will retain his in- 
terest in F&M, acquired a year and 
a half ago when he joined on to 
take an active part in management 
and film buying. 


N. Y. ALLIED MAY GET 


for Oct. 17 to consider policy. The 
Syracuse session yesterday (Tues.) 
may result in a change in that con- 


put up a strong fight to retain the 
bulk of membership in his organiza- 
tion as a non-Allied body. 

It was said that Abram F. Meyers, 
national counsel of Allied, might 
look in on the Syracuse meeting, 
either officially or unofficially. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


‘The Woman Brown,’ bought by Warners for Bette Davis, was purchased 
at the insistence of the player after she saw it at a Provincetown strawhat, 
Company's story department was only tepid on it, although other producers 
were also interested, and it’s generally acknowledged as the best of the 
crop of barn tryouts during the past summer. WB is reputed to have paid 
the author, Dorothy Cumming, $20,000 for the screen rights. It’s set for 
Broadway legit production during October. 

Miss Cummings is a former actress. She appeared in David Belasco’s 


production of ‘Tiger, Tiger’ in 1918, and later was in silent films for more | 
Husband is Allen McNab, artist (he illustrated ‘Anthony | 
"Woman Brown’ is Miss Cummings’ first | 


than five years. 
Adverse’) and whodunit author. 
produced play. 


Meantime WB paid a reported $55,000 for ‘No Time for Comedy,’ S. N. | 


Behrman’s play for Katharine Cornell, as a Bette Davis vehicle. Originally 
George Brent will do the Lau- 
rence Olivier role. 


Although ‘Beau Geste’ had been booked several weeks ago to open at 
Penn, Pittsburgh, last Friday (29)), Par exchange in that city hastily 
yanked picture upon discovering that Stanley there was resuming stage 
show policy at same time with Eddie Cantor in person. Stanley and Penn 


are on one of those Loew-WB pooling arrangements and despite protests | 
from Penn management, Par stood firm in its refusal to allow ‘Geste’ to 


‘Blackmail’ was hastily sub- 
into Penn this Fri- 


go out against Cantor. As a result, Metro’s 
day (6). 

No obit account on Carl Laemmle has mentioned that he was a music 
publisher some years ago. As the House of Laemml¢, in Chicago, he pub- 
lished several song hits, although his catalog of some 100 copyrights wasn’t 
large numerically when he sold out to the Joe Morris Music Co. However, 
he had (the late) Alfred Sloman tunes among ‘em, such as ‘Last 
Rose of Summer,’ ‘Mine,’ ‘Bird on Nellie’s Hat, ‘Just 2 Dream of You, 
Dear,’ and others. Music men like to think that the $20,000 he got from 
Morris for his catalog financed Laemmle into the picture business. 


some 


Film byliners for daily sheets deliberately picked an unpronounceable 
set of initials for the national organization’s name-—-NFCA—for News- 
paper Film Critics of America. Idea was that thus could the dignified 
scribes of the press escape tagging their outfit with a nickname. Last 
week when the Planning Committee met in Chicago, one of the prime 
| movers inadvertently popped out with a reference to new association as 
_‘Nef-Suh.” Fellow members reached for a club, 


Permission to list on the New York Stock Exchange more Columbia 
| Pictures voting trust certificates and common stock was sought from the 
| Securities & Exchange Commission Thursday (28) by Harry Cohn and 
other Col trustees. Application covers 2,627 shares of the no-par securities 
' and equivelent number of proxies, all to be registered upon notice of their 
deposit and issuance under the voting trust agreement. 


Environment has its effect. Reviewer Bruce Palmer of the Daily Okla- 
homan, Oklahoma City, saw ‘Blackmail’ screened, then wrote his review, 
pointing to glaring error in film which depicted Oklahoma oil field 
derricks ws made of wood. No wood derricks have been used in state 

| fields for many yeers. 


CAROLINA EXHIBS 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 26. 

The annual convention of the 
North Carolina and South Carolina 
Theatre Owners Assn. will be held 
in Charlotte Dec. 3-4. Mrs. Walter 
Griffith, secretary-treasurer, states 
approximately 460 houses in the two 
states will be represented, and it is 
expected that 300 or more will be 
in attendance. 

Mrs. Griffith said that during the 
last year a large number of new 
cinemas have been established in 
small communities in both Caro- 
linas. 

Okla. Allied’s Slate 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 3. 

Despite a discouraging convention 
attendance, seven independent ex- 
hibitors last week organized Allied 
of Oklahoma to embrace all indepen- 
dent exhibitors in the state, and have 
named officers for the ensuing year. 
The new officers and directors are 
to meet shortly in order to lay plans 
for development of the association in 
|Oklahoma. Orville Von Gulker, of 
| Okeene, head of the organizing com- 
|mittee, was named first president of 


_ the new group, with Sam Caporal, 


|cross, of Seiling, secretary-treasurer. | 


Directors will be A. B. Momand. 
|Mrs. Juanita Berry, Harry Holt, Von 
|Gulker, Norcross, E. M, Frieburger, 
| Caporal and Dudley Tucker. 


‘Peggy Ann Kent on 


Argues $8,777 Judgment 
N. Y. supreme court Justice 
| Thomas Noonan yesterday (Tues.) 
; set Oct. 9 as the date for a hearing 
|}on the application of Peggy Ann 
| Kent, 22-year old daughter 


|R. Kent, to set aside a 
$8,777 entered against her 
12, by William Smith. 

Miss Kent claims to have been 
under the hypnotic infiuence of the 
plaintiff, when she signed the note 
asserting Smith to be her creditor. 


on July 


She claims that unless the judgment | 


is set aside, an estate left her by her 
deceased mother, worth $50,000, will 
| be sold to pay for the judgment. 


somewhat bizarre, with the girl who 

| receives an allowance of $7.500- 
| $10,000 yearly as pocket money. 
| claiming to have been duped by an 
| unscrupulous attorney, and Smith, a 
physician. 


RKO Warms Up Three 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Three pictures roll at RKO Thurs- 
day (5), including the George 
| O’Brien western, ‘Legion of the 
Lawless, 
heat. 
Others are ‘Mexican 
starring Lupe Velez, and ‘Sunset.’ 
| with Jimmy Lydon and Joan Bro- 
in the leads. 


Rolan Out of RKO 

Ralph Rolan, distribution depart- 
ment executive at RKO, resigned ef- 
| fective Friday (29). He has been 
with the company about two years. 
having swung over from March of 
Time, whose films are released by 
RKO. 

Attached to the sales department 
on a special assignment but without 
title, Rolan has alse been indirectly 
associated on publicity-exploitation 
matters. 


TIM WHELAN BACK IN U. §S. 
| Tim Whelan, who directed ‘Thief 
|of Bagdad’ for Alexander Korda in 


| England, arrived in New York Mon- | 
He has been directing for | 


day (2). 
isome time in Europe, but will re- 
}main in this country now, with cur- 
jtailment of production in Great 
| Britain. 
Ne Cause for Alarm 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Jack Conway took over director- 
{ship of ‘Balalaika’ at Metro, succeed- 
Rheinhold Schunzel, who has 
| been assigned to ‘Cause For Alarm.’ 

‘Balalaika’ requires a week of 
scenes between Nelson Eddy and 
Ilona Massey. ‘Cause’ is slated fo 
jearly November shooting. 


UA’s 26 For 1940-4): Goldwyn's 


‘Bonus , Silverstone’s Statement 


TO CONVENE DEC. 3-4 


|; Oklahoma City, v.p., and C. E. Nor- | 


Oct. 9, | 


of the, 
| 20th Century-Fox president, Sidney | 
judgment of | 


The background of the story {fs | 


postponed last week by the} 


Spitfire,’ | 


Future plans undetermined. | 


Hollywood, Oct, 8. 
_ United Artists will have a mini- 
mum of 26 pictures for disiribution 
| during the 1940-41 season, according 
to Murray Silverstone, who got in 
_Monday (2) from New York for pro- 


| ducer confabs on net season's lineup, 


| He said the company will hit a new 
| high this season with 20 features of 
| Which 12 are completed and the re- 


| mainder either in work or ready by 


| first of the year. While here, Sil- 


_ verstone is confering with Walter 
| Wanger, Richard Rowland, Edward 
| Small and David Selznick. 
| Commenting on Sam Goldwyn get- 
| ting his share of the bonuses voted 
' producers by UA directors, Silver- 
stone said, ‘When Goldwyn com- 
plies with the terms under which the 
| bonus is distributed, he will get his 
share.” Amount is uwiderstood to ex- 
ceed $38,000, which Selznick-Inter- 
national will share, 
Silverstone is 
; about 10 days. 


UA Insists Goldwyn 
Also Got His Bonus 


Charles C. Schwartz, United Art- 
counsel and a member of its 
board of directors, denied the asser- 
tion of Sam Goldwyn last week that 
Goldwyn has not been cut in on the 
divvy of UA profits, which was made 
by the board in September. 
Schwartz declared that Goldwyn 
was voted his share of the coin along 
with three other UA producers, and 
said he didn’t understand the basis 


remaining here 


ists 


for the squawk. James Mulvey, 
|Goldwyn’s eastern rep and a VA 
board member, asked concerning 
Schwartz's assertion, declared: ‘ATI 
[ll say is that we didn't get the 
money. Ask Schwartz about that 
one.’ 


Schwartz couldn't be reached for 
comment, but it was said by other 
insiders that Mulvey’s statement was 
|a mere begging of the question, be- 
}eause other UA _ producers who 
ishared in the divvy haven't actually 
received their coin yet, either. 

Goldwyn was cut in, Schwartz said, 
in accordance with the so-called Sil- 
verstone Plan, adopted early this 
year. This plan is a schedule of 
bonuses based on profits turned in 
'this country and abroad by each pro- 
ducer’s product. Others who shared 
,in the $100,000 jackpot were Alexan- 
der Korda, Walter Wanger and David 
'O. Selznick. Latter is understood te 
have received about $37,500. 

It is reported that the technicality 
,on which the Goldwyn take is being 
| held up—if it is—results from his re- 

fusal to accede to same distribution 
terms in Great Britain as the other 
producers, 

Goldwyn made the battle over his 
divvy publie in Hollywood a couple 
weeks ago, with the assertion that he 
considered the failure to cut him in 
a violation of his contract, and said 
he was having his attorney, Max D. 
Steuer, look into the law in this re- 
gard. Previous suit by Goldwyn to 
‘break his agreement with UA on 
other grounds is now awaiting court 
decision. 


Silverstene Assures UA 

In a frank and confidence-inspiring 
letter to the sales force of United 
Artists, Murray Silversione offers 
‘assurance of permanency in your 
position’ and, revealing that a small 
group of senior executives have 
taken voluntary salary cuts, hopes 
that ‘not one penny of the earnings 
of the men and women of United 
Artists will be affected.’ 
| Silverstone points to the problems 
‘arising out of the war, and asks that 
every cooperation be tendered s0 
ihat it will be possible for the UA 
|producers to keep on making pic- 
tures. He cites that it is no secret 
UA’s domestic distributing com- 
| pany has operated at a loss for many 
| years, making up its deficits out of 
_the foreign market. 
| ‘From now on the American dis- 
|tributing company has te stand on 
its own,’ he adds. ‘Only on that 
| basis can we survive and continue in 
| the great tradition of United Artists.’ 
| Silverstone emphasizes that every- 
/one must aid in operating the com- 
;pany more economically and more 
‘efficiently, with elimination of all un- 
necessary expense. 


| | 
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Giving B.0. Product 2-Week Dates; 
Plus Grable Big $44,000 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

There is a steadily widening gap 
between boxoffice pictures and ordi- 
nary pictures and it’s bringing about 
a new kind of booking for the down- 
town theatres. The one-week policy 
is rapidly going into the discard and 
is being replaced by a_ fortnight 
policy, even at the vaudfilm spots. 
Those pictures going into the top 
houses are being set for two-week 
runs, and those which don’t get into 
the top houses are relegated to 
double feature setups in the minor 
spots. 

Chicago holds ‘Old Maid’ for a 
second week: the Palace holds ‘In 
Name Only’ for a second week. The 
Chicago holds even though the stage 
lineup is entirely new from _ the 
previous session, with Rochester, 
Betty Grable and Art Jarrett in for 
the current stanza. 

On the other hand, the Garrick, is 
on a double feature policy this week, 
with the twin bill resulting in an 
upped take in this small theatre. Has 
‘U-Boat’ and ‘What a Life,’ which are 
proving a strong combination. 

Apollo holds ‘Beau Geste’ for the 
fourth loop week, but here the 
trade is being aided somewhat by 
the Louis-Pastor fight pictures. 
Oriental, vaudfilmer, goes single bill 
eurrently for ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ 
which had a terrific stay in the loop 
earlier in the season and which has 
been mopping up in the nabes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (4th wk) plus 
Louis-Pastor fight picture. Fourth 
week for ‘Geste’ in loop and will 
garner so-so $4,000 on the session 
after taking okay $5,200 last week. 


+ 


| 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d wk) and stage | 


show. Rochester, Betty Grable and 
Art Jarrett orchestra on stage cur- 
rently and building gross to smack- 
ing $44,000. 
the picture, which was held down 


| 
| 


It’s the second week for | 


last week to $40,000 by the Legion | 


mobs, which kept many of the}! 
housefraus out of the loop. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
e U-Boat’ (Col) and ‘What a Life’ 


(Par). Strong combination that will | 


coin splendid $7,000. Last week. ‘To- | 


morrow Comes’ (U), managed all- 
right $5,000. 
Oriental (Jones) 


‘Chips’ (M-G) and stage show. 


(3.200; 25-40 )— 
Earl 


Father Hines orch and colored unit} 


On stage. 
and stage show. 
$12,500. Last 


Will bring in fair 
week, ‘Good Girls’ 


Clash of tastes in picture | 


(Col) and ‘Prison Gates’ (Col) plus | 
vaude, managed neat enough $14,200. | 


Palace (RKO) 


| 
(2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 


‘Name Only’ (RKO) and vaude (2d | 


wk), Headed for $14,000, mild, after 

managing okay $17,700 last week. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 

75)—Dust Destiny’ (WB). 


Started | 


out at satisfactory pace and figures | 


to manage $11,000 for the _ initial 


session. Word-of-mouth is good. Last | 


week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G), didn’t get 
the femmes and scrammed 
meek $6,200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 25-40)- 
‘Could Not Hang’ (Col) and vaude. 


Not much excitement around here 
currently with the gross indicating 
fair $13,000. Last week. ‘Frontier 
Marshall’ (20th) and vaude, okay 
$14,800. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-75 )—‘Women’ (M-G) (3d wk) 
Final stanza. Slumping to $9,300. 
Last week was hurt towards the end 
by the Legion mobs, but got okay 
$14,000. 


Montreal on Upbeat; 
Oz’ Smash $15,000 


Substantial increases in grosses 
due to better class films is evident. 


after | 


“BOYS’-VAUDE FAIR 


Faces’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ 
(WB). over $4,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Pacing for very 
g00d $6,000. Last week, ‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA), poor $1,600. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)— ‘Louise’ (4th wk). 
Around $2,000 in sight, good enough, 
aiter good $2,400 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—“La Vierge Folle’ and ‘Train 
pour Venise.’ House back in autumn 
stride and pacing for very good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Rue sans Joie’ 
and ‘Je Chante,’ handsome $6,200. 


SHERIDAN 
OOMPH 
WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Ann Sheridan p.a. is stealing the 
show this week and hefty publicity, 
aided by usual shots of Congressmen 
and Senators unbending before the 
babe from Hollywood, will put Earle 
$5,000 ahead of its nearest rival. 
She’s coupled with ‘What a Life.’ 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ and no-name 
vaude at Capitol barely ahead of 
holdover of ‘The Women’ at Palace, 
despite heavy selling of Artie Shaw’s 
pic debut. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 25-35-40- 
66)——Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and 
vaude. No help from stage and 


smart Artie Shaw pic debut bally 
doesn’t mean a thing against oomph 
at opposition. Maybe $14,000, light. 
Last week, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), 
can thank Larry Clinton orch for 
passable $15,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 25-40)— 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Back downtown after nice world 
premiere at Capitol and shooting at 
solid $5,000. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) 
(2d run), strong $5,600. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘What a Life’ (Par) and vaude. Sock 
Ann Sheridan build-up and nice 


word-of-mouth on pie building to- 
ward swell $18,500. Last week, 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and vaude, 
so-so $13,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)— 
‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing nicely to $7,000. Last week, 
strong $10.000. 

Met (WB) (1.600; 25-40)—‘Dust 
Destiny’ (WB) (2d run). Back on 


mainstem after good week at Earle 
and looking at nice $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) (2d run), 
same figure. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 33-55)— 
‘Women’ (M-G) (2d wk). Wallop- 
ine $13,500. Last week, smash 


- | $23.000. 


$6,000 IN DULL PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 3. 


Not much more than an average 


| week is looked for hereabouts. Albee 


Thursday 


is holding ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ for 
second week, while Loew’s State is 
planning to switch ‘Dancing Co-ed’ 
to Carlton for second week, starting 
(5), instead of usual Fri- 
day opening 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 


i ‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Spellbinder’ 


‘Oz,’ at Loew’s, will top everything | 
and is pacing for $15,000 and maybe | 


better. 
‘Golden Boy,’ at Capitol, is point- 


ing to excellent $7,500, and ‘Man in|} 


Iron Mask,’ at Orpheum, has chance 
of reaching $6,000, very good for 
small theatre. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 


‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Should | 


fross good $6.000 after excellent | 
$9,000 first week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Woman 


udge’ (Col). Points to good $7.500 
currently. Last week, repeat of ‘Dust 


Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Everybody's 
Hobby’ (WB). fair $4,000. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 


Oz’ (M-G). This one in class by it- |} second downtown week. 


| 
| 
| 


(RKO) (2d wk). House holding for 
sood $4,000 after nice $7,500 in first 
week. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Drew 
Staircase’ (WB) (2d run). 
$3,000 is about tops for this one. Last 
week ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th) (2d run), nice $4,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Two Boys’ and vaude. Paced for 
fair $6,000. 


and vaude, good $6,500. ;shown at the 20th-Century under 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— | new management. It probably will 

‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and ‘No | be held for second stanza 

Place Go’ (WB). So-so b.o. pace| ‘The Women,’ at Buffalo, is good, 


promises only mild $5,000. Last week | 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Drew | 
Staircase’ (WB), hefty $8,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Dancing Co-ed’ (M-G) and ‘Career’ | 
(RKO). Artie Shaw and swingster 


| appeal promises hefty $12.000 in six- | 


self and should yield big $15,000 at | 


least. Last week (3d), ‘Stanley’ 
(20th), faded to poor $3,500. 
Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 


‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and 


Line’ (Col). Around $3.500 probable, 
week, 


good enough. Last ‘Angels 


30-40-60)— | day run, and swing to Carlton for | now been in effect since Sept. 1. 


Last week 
Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Five | 
Little Peppers’ (Col), nice $12,000. | 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) — | 
‘What a Life’ (Par) and ‘Flight Mid- | 


‘Thunder 


‘Maginot | night’ (Rep). Looks like $6,000, av- | 


erage, Last week ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), 
swell $11,000 in nine-day run, 


Fairish | 


j}and Henry 
Last week ‘Chan’ (20th) | This is the first major film to be 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Oct. 5 


Astor—Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (21st wk.). 
Capitol—The Women’ (M-G) 


(3d wk.). 
Globe—‘U Boat 29° (Col) (7). 
Criterion — ‘$1,000 a Touch- 
down’ (Par) (4), 
(Reviewed in Vartety Sept. 27.) 
Music Hall—‘Intermezzo’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Vartery Sept. 27.) 


Paramount — ‘Honeymoon in 
Bali’ (Par) (3d wk.), 
Rialto — ‘Full Confession’ 


(RKO) (2d wk.). 

Rivoli—‘The Real Glory’ (UA) 
(4th wk.). 

Roxy— ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) 
(6). 

(Reviewed in current issue.) 

Strand—‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
(WB) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 16.) 

Week of Oct. 12 


Astor—Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (22d wk.). 
Capitol — ‘Babes in Arms’ 


(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery Sept. 20.) 

Criterion — ‘Fast and Furious’ 
(M-G) (11). 

Music Hall—Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington’ (Col). 

Paramount — ‘What a 
(Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 20.) 

Rialto—‘All Quiet on Western 
Front’ (U) (reissue). 

Rivoli — ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) 
(11). 

Roxy — ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th) (13). 

(Reviewed in current issue.) 

Strand — ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


‘Name Only,’ $4,500, 
Best in Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 3. 

‘In Name Only,’ at Criterion, is 
pacing for good $4,500. Others are 
average, or slightly better. 

Last week v.g. at all houses except 
‘Two Bright Boys,’ at Tower, which 
was jerked. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO). Good $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), nice 
$5,400. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Confession® (RKO) and ‘Hobby’ 
(FN), split with ‘Speedway’ (WB) 
and ‘Asked for It’ (U). Good $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U), v.g. 
$2,900. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Fast and Furious’ (M-G). Good 
$3.100. Last week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
(M-G), good $3,000. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) fair $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), 


Life’ 


nice $1,400. Both moveovers. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Colorado Sunset’ (Rep) and 


‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep), split with 
‘U-Boat’ (Col) and ‘Calling Marines’ 
(Rep). Good $2,900. Last week, ‘Gow’ 
(Indie) and ‘Wong Chinatown’ 
(Mono), split with ‘High Gray Walls’ 
(Col) and ‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ 
| (Rep), average $2,500. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-30)— 
| ‘Rains Came’ (20th). Good §2,400. 


Last week, ‘Two Bright Boys’ (U), 
very poor $300 In two dayy, Five 
days, ‘San Franciseo’ (M-G), $500, 
n.g. 


25-35-40)—| 


| 


For the attractions that catch the 
eye a lot of rain during the past few 
days has meant added coin. Over 
the weekend, particularly Sunday (1) 
with an all-day downpour, the re- 
action was terrific. 


Two houses, eacn on second weeks 
with their shows, played to a larger 
business Sunday than on the same 
day of the initial week. These are 
the Paramount and Music Hall. For 
the former, it’s the first time in the 
12 years’ history of the house that 
this has occurred. It has happened 
before at the Hall, however. 

Raking in a swell $59,500 the first 
seven days, ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ and 
the Glenn Miller band, plus the Ink 
Spots, finished the second round at 
the Par last night (Tues.) at $53.000. 
This is holding a smart pace. Show 
goes a third stanza, starting today 
(Wed. ). 

‘Cavell’ ground through to over 
$90,000 on its first week at the Hall 
and currently, on the second, will be 
$80,000, or close, for a handsome 
profit on the 14 days. 

Third best biz-nabber on Broad- 
way is ‘The Women.’ It lured close 
to $50,000 the first week at the 
straight-filmer Capitol and is an- 
other that’s flying fast for a second 
week’s take, looking for a _ possible 
$40,000. Holds over another stint. 

A severe disappointer is ‘Here I 
Am a Stranger’ at the high-capacity 
Roxy. It won’t get as much as $30.- 
000, from indications, and goes out 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) after only 
one week, with an outside picture, 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Eternally Yours,’ 
to follow. This will be the first 
film delivered to the theatre from 
an exchange other than 20th-Fox in 
over a year. 

Strand is on its final (2d) furlong 
with ‘Espionage Agent’ and Artie 
Shaw, looking for $30,000 or not far 
from it, which is only moderate but 
compares favorably with the first 
seven days’ roll-up of $37,000. 

‘A Woman Is the Judge’ is pretty 
good at the Criterion, around $8,000, 


age at the Globe, $6,000, or a bit 
better. At the Rialto, ‘Full Confes- 
sion’ is turning in satisfactory $9.000 
on the first week and will be held 
over. 

The second-run State, playing 
‘Wizard of O7z’ and, on the stage 
Gus Van and Andy Kirk’s orch, 
should hit around $22,000, quite o.k., 
though not comparing with some 
recent weeks. This is due no doubt 
to a 2l-day engagement of ‘Oz’ at 
the Capitol, with names on stage and 
resultant exhaustion of a lot of cus- 


Estimates for This Week 
25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 
Well-adver- 


Astor 
(M-G) 
tised 
on the 


(1,012; 
(21st week). 
picture got $7,500. okay, 


week ending Monday 


run 
20th 


night (2). The prior (19th) week 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
‘Women’ (M-G) (2d week). 
taining excellent strength, $40,000 or 
close appearing the verdict this week 
(2d). The first seven days clocked 
just under $50,000, fine business. Re- 
mains a third session. 

Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55)—‘Wo- 
man Is the Judge’ (Col). This one 
not doing so much, $7,000, or around 
that. Last week, ‘Man They Could 
Not Hong’ (Col), $6,500. 


4 Globe 


(1,700; 25-35-53) —- ‘Chal- 


_|ing into unexplainable slump. 


Epidemic Still Hurting Buffalo 


‘Cavell’ Sturdy $12,000; 


Expectations at $15,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 8. 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ is standing 
|out sharply at the 20th-Century this 
week due to timeliness of theme and 
personal appearance of Ann Neagle 
Wilcox at the opening. 


but running decidedly under ex- 
pectations. Takings elsewhere are 
also down, 

Current infantile paralysis epi- 


demic and Health Department rul- 
ing excluding children under 14 
from theatres and assemblages has 


Theatre managers are holding daily 
conferences with health authorities 
in an effort to secure lifting or al- 
leviation of the ban. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Women’ (M-G). Failure to spurt 
causing surprise, However, will 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) 
—Rains Came’ (20th) (2d run). Sec- 
ond semester mild, around $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Hobby’ (WB), hefty $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th). 
N. s. g. at $6,000. Last week, ‘An- 
gels Faces’ (WB) and ‘News Night’ 
(20th), fair $6,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—Unexpected Father’ (U) and ‘So- 
ciety Smugglers’ (U). Slow and 
will probably draw tepid $6,000 at 
best. Last week, ‘Man Could Hang’ 
(Col) and ‘Whispering Enemies’ 
(Col), so-so $6,000. 

Twentieth-Century (Basil-Dipson) 
(3,000; 25-35)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO). Plenty 
potent and should grab better than 
$12,000, fancy. Last week, ‘Panama 
Patrol’ (Rep) and ‘La Vie Paree,’ 
Marcus unit, sweet $13,000. 


while ‘The Challenge’ is only aver- | 


tomers. | 
| 
| 


| 
was $8,000. No departure date set. | 


Main- } 


Jupe Pluve Pours Coin On Bway 
H.0.s; ‘Bali-Miller Big $53,000, 
‘Cavell,’ 806, ‘Women,’ 406, Forte 


lenge’ (FA). English-made film 
looks $6,000, or bit over; fair. Last 
week, “‘Torpedoed’ (FA), also made 
in England, $8,000, very good. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) — ‘Old 
Maid’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Hawiian 
Nights’ (U) (Ist run), coupled. Top 
picture pulling majority of good 
$9,300. ‘Hotel for Women’ (20th) 
and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th) (1st run), 
plus Louis-Pastor fight films, didn’t 
do so hot last week, $3,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Bali’ (Par), Glenn Miller band 
and the Ink Spots (3d-final week). 
The second week of this show, end- 
ing last night (Tues.), very potent at 
$53,000. This is only $6,500 under 
the first seven days, when $59,500 
was registered, very unusual. The 
second week is one of the largest 
under the policy this house has had, 
bolstered by the biggest Sunday on 
a holdover show in the history of 
the theatre, 12 years. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and 
stage show (2d-final week). Neat 
money-maker at $80,000 this week, 
after scoring over $90.000 the first. 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Full Con- 
fession’ (RKO). Finishes first week 
today (Wed.) at $9,000 and holds 
over. In ahead, ‘Two Bright Boys’ 
(U), under $6,000, disappointing. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (3d week). Hold- 
ing to good pace this week (3d) at 
$20,000 after a b.o. countup last week 
(2d) of $25,000. Goes a fourth, with 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) set for Wednes- 
day (11). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘I Am a 
Stranger’ (20th) and stage show. Not 
doing well at all, this side of $30,000 
being the answer. Last week, third 
for ‘Rains Came’ (20th) under $38,- 
000, a big drop from the second, but 
very satisfactory, nevertheless, 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Wizard of 
Oz’ (M-G) (2d rur) and, on stage, 
Gus Van, Andy Kirk, others. Pack 
of customers played to at Capitol Ist 
run on 21 days by ‘Oz’ holding it 
from pressing higher than $22,000, or 
bit above here, though suitable. Last 
week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (2d 
son and Henry Armetta, Marie Wil- 


son and Joe Rines orch, $25,000, good, 
| Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99)— 
| ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and Artie 
Shaw (2d—final week). Setting noth- 
| ing on fire on the holdover at $30,- 
|000, or somewhat under. The first 
| week petered a little to $37,000. In 
| view of costly stage show. this busi- 
ness is nothing to get excited about. 


Midweek Slumps 
New Balto Pain: 
Rio’ Nice $5,500 
| 


| Baltimore, Oct. 3. 
| Theatres here are getting a peculiar 
| 


ia bulls with weekend biz clicking 


in bullish style and rest of week fall- 
Re- 
|action noted by exhibs during past 
| few weeks and some extra mid-week 
|advertising is being attempted to 
| stave off the drop. 

Combo Hipp is currently hitting it 
off in good style with ‘Fifth Avenue 


°W omen’ Good But Under Girl,’ thanks to ambitious publicity 


buildup, and Keith’s is getting some 


| fairish reaction for ‘Rio.’ 
| town rather mild. 


Estimates for This Week 


test of 


ved | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
|probably top good _ $15,000. Last | 25-40)—Iron Mask’ (UA). Holding 
week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), snU8| fairly well at $7,500. Last week, 
$15,000. ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G), cashed in on 


good publicity support for nice $9,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 

15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Fifth Ave. Girl’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Leading town 
with nice $15,000. Last week, ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col) and vaude, slowed up to 
$12,700, fair. 
. Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘Rio’ (U). Maintaining 
nice pace to $5,500. Last week (2d), 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) added pleasing 
$5,400 to wow $11,600 of first week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—Rains Came’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Dropping off, with about $3,500 indi- 
cated after nice total of $13,100 for 
first two rounds. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55 )—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). Getting 
a good response at possible $7,000. 
Last week, ‘What a Life’ (Par), fell 
down badly at $3,800. 


| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
} H 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
« 
| | 
0 
A 
= | | 
t | | 
Vv i 
| 
| | 
n 
at 
in | 
| | 
: 


VARIETY 


EXPLOITATION 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


FILM 


Radio and Newsreels 
Dramatize 50th Anni 
Of Edison’s Invention 


Favorable reaction of independent 
exhibitors, affiliated circuits 
nation’s press to the Golden Jubilee 
campaign of the industry were perti- 


nent developments this week as the) 
50th Anniversary drive reached the | 
Numerous | 


peak period, Oct. 1-8. 
civie and luncheon clubs are holding | 
sessions to commemorate the anni- | 
versary of Thomas A. Edison’s in- | 
vention of the kinetascope 50 years 
ago. 

The date, Oct. 6, 1889, when Edi- 
son first made successful use of a 
moving picture will be celebrated 
both by radio and television next 
Friday (6). Reproduction of Edi- 
son’s ‘Black Maria’ studio will be 
used on the television program (8:30 
to 9:30 p.m.) over NBC-RCA. Vet- 
eran screen actors and old films will 
mgake up the program. 

“Mrs. Mina N. Edison Hughes, | 
widow of Edison, appears on WEAF | 
and National Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s red network, sponsored by 
the N. Y. State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

The New York Public Library has 
a motion picture exhibit, showing 
highlights in the history of the film 
industry. 

Newsreels handled the Golden 
Jubilee with pictures of Mrs. Edison 


and the | 


By John C. Flinn 


Controversial aspects of the European War, as it 
affects both domestic and foreign relations, are rigor- 
ously deleted from stage and screen entertainment at 
Radio City Music Hall, New York, the country’s larg- 
| est grossing film theatre. While some industry leaders 
' are analyzing the problem of how best to handle the 
| overseas’ conflict, W. G. Van Schmus, managing direc- 
tor of the giant theatre in Rockefeller Center, has 


| found his answer in audience reactions during the past 


month. 

‘The European War is the most distressing happen- 
ing during our time,’ he said. ‘It is a compelling force 
which leads people to theatres in their desire to escape 
from the perplexities which the war arouses in their 
minds. Careful investigation of the thousands who at- 
tend the Music Hall weekly has convinced us of this 
fact. As a policy of operation we are alert to avoid 
on screen or stage any reference to the war which 
might incite demonstrative differences of audience 
convictions.’ 

This does not mean the elimination of war scenes 
from the newsreels, but the films are edited if they 
contain editorial comment, pictorial or vocal. 

Average weekly attendance at the Music Hall 
through the summer and early fall months has reached 
the record figure of 140,000 paid admissions. A large 
section of audiences during the past summer has been 
out-of-town folk, attracted by the New York World's 
Fair, who have had the Music Hall on their ‘must see’ 
list, along with certain other metropolitan landmarks 
and historic places, such as the Statue of Liberty, 
Brooklyn Bridge, Grant’s Tomb and the subway. 


WAR'S DEEP ANXIETY IN U. S. 


It is reasonable to assume, according to the Music 
Hall staff, that the weekly throngs are representative 
of a broad cross-section of American opinion. There 
is nothing provincial, or strictly east-of-the-Hudson, 
in the viewpoint of Music Hall payees. 


Random conversations between visitors and some 
of the Music Hall executives have confirmed conclu- 
sions that the prevailing mental attitude toward the 
European War is one of deep anxiety. Van Schmus 
continued: 

‘I believe from practical experience that the policy 
of American show business, particularly in theatre 
operation, should take into account the present 
troubled state of the public mind. The theatre can 
best serve itself and its customers by studiously avoid- 
ing the projection of scenes, comment or editorial 
views which foster debate and argument. We must 
provide what the public at the moment most desires— 
a surcease from the pressure of world events, an escape 
from the fear that what is happening in Europe might 
draw America into another foreign war.’ 


It was not so in 1914, despite the neutrality proc- 
lamations. Outbreak of the World War found the 
American public ready and eager to take sides in the 
issue. Many remember that audiences during the first 
months of the war were vociferously partisan in re- 
actions to newsreel scenes and screen portraits of army 
leaders and national rulers. There were boos and 
cheers. But it all seemed far, far away, too distant for 
the serious concern of America. 


As events unfolded and the Wilson administration 
was drawn inevitably into the war, the film theatre 
became a live and vital force in thousands of communi- 
ties. Propaganda was spread across the screen. Time 
was taken out nightly for the appearance of four- 
minute speakers, local orators for the most part who 
stirred audiences by reprises of Wilsonian messages. 
Came the Liberty Loan campaigns, the Red Cross and 


Salvation Army drives, and the nation’s theatres played | 


an important part in the patriotic program. 


It is different now, and the Music Hall policy of |! 


rigid avoidance of war controversy acknowledges a 
changed and perturbed state of public mind. 


Hughes visiting West Orange, N. J., 
and showing the original kinetascope. 
Reels also use an industry tribute 
made by Will Hays. 

With the campaign actually little 
more than a month old, anniversary 
committee reports nearly half as 
many favorable stories and editorials 
as received on the drive last year. 
Total outlay for the campaign so far 
has been about $1,000. 


NEWSREEL HOUSES 


| newsreel theatre idea and, in addi- 


Indie exhibitors are visibly pleased tion to three already functioning 
because the Golden Jubilee cam-! locally, half a dozen more will be 


EXPAND ON COAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
War abroad is stimulating the 


paign offers them an opportunity to! tried out in the Southern California | 
show the importance of the local the-| territory in next few months. New- | 


atre in its community. 


CASH-AND-CARRY TO 


Fox California, 


est to come under that category is the | 
Fo:: Rex, Bakersfield, which inaugu- | 
|Tated new policy of newsreels and /nights have been in effect. Subse- | 306, with result arbitrators were ap- 
;One feature. Similar policy goes into | quent run theatres in Cullen Espy’s | pointed by both sides, but since then 
neither of the parties has been able | 
to agree on a neutral arbiter. There | 


renamed the | 


If policy clicks in these two F- | 


INFLUENCE WIS. B.0. News California, at San Bernardino. 


Milwaukee, Oct. 3. 


| WC houses, same plan will be tried 
out in one or two of circuit’s Holly- 


Indications point to an increase in; wood theatres, and in Long Beach 


local biz in general. 
entire territory is largely industrial. | 


the trend of biz seems to depend | operating Hollywood's only newsreel | off declining grosses during four 
upon the decision of Congress as far | house, announces plans for second | Week period preceding Yule holi- 
as ‘cash and carry’ selling to for-/| newsreel theatre in Hollywood, with 
| Christmas day opening scheduled. 
that should Con- | Newsreel houses downtown, formerly | 
President and Palace, are both op- 
erated by Principal-Cohen Bros. 


eign nations is concerned. 

It is believed, 
gress decide to sell foreign nations 
on this basis, a tremendous increase 
in biz would take place in this ter- | 
ritory. 


‘Thunder’ Crashes Press 
As Cuban Cadets Attend 


| Trans-Radio, is proving successful at 
| the Pantages and RKO Hillstreet in | 
|L. A., and continues indefinitely. 


Because this and San Diego. 


Tele-View Theatres, Inc., presently | 


Broadcast of flash news, serviced by 


Figured to carry a stronger appeal 


;many Fox-West 


Fox-WC Houses Resume 
Car Giveaways to Head 


Off Pre-Yule Slump 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
Giveaways are being resumed in 
Coast theatres 
throughout Southern California, 
after having been dropped last De- 
cember, since which time only cash 


Los Angeles No. 1 district are unit- | 
ing in two-car giveaway night (13). | 

For first time, five towns making | 
up citrus belt district of circuit, are 
uniting in car giveaways, and eight | 
autos will be disposed of over four 
week period starting Nov. 29. Policy 
is being installed in hope of staving ! 


ays. 


FOOTBALL RALLY 
PEPS ‘TOUCHDOWN’ 


Syracuse, Oct. 3. 


with World’s Series and football to 
augment war flashes. Three minutes 


of recorded news given at eac?. show. 


Rodney D. Toups, Loew’s State 
manager, and Bob Woods. his pa.. 
capitalized on visit to port here of 
Cuban cruiser with load of cadets 
Wednesday (27) to grab off some 
news space for ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
(M-G-M). Officers and cadets of | 
warship were invited to see th 
as guests of house. 

Walter Dunn, Saenger  blurbist, 
harvested some free publicity in| 
radio columns of local press by tak- 


New Orleans, Oct. 3. | 


ing advantage of public’s interest in | W@S set to bring to the Roxy for the 


war news. House broadcast war | 
bulletins and flashes. 

Gar Moore of Orpheum tied in| 
showing of ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ 
(RKO) with department store adver- | 
tising featuring fall fashions. 


Heifetz Film Spurs 


Music Scholarships | aay guests of honor in their home | qourt, will be aired from stage of 


Milwaukee, Oct. 3. 

Warner theatre conducted an un- 
usual stunt in connection with the | 
showing of “They Shall Have Music.’ 
A contest was open to all boys and 
girls between the ages of 10 and 18, 
with the six receiving the highest 
scores at’ auditions winning scholar- 
ships—two for the study of the vio- 
lin, two for the study of piano and 
two for the study of voice—at the 
Wisconsin College of Music. 

All applicants registered at the 
Milwaukee Sentinel. The two violin 
scholarships were called the Jascha 
Heifetz Violin scholarships in honor 
of Heifetz. 


Des Moines Gets World 
Preem of ‘Eternally’ 


‘Eternally Yours,” new Walter 
Wanger film, slated for the Roxy, 


; 
° 7 | N. Y., Friday (6), will have its world , and free balloons. 


preem in Des Moines tomorrow 
(Thursday ) night. 


Waneger office, with much fanfare, 


opening the longest married couple 
in the country. They are Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Goben, of Lucas, Ia., 
near Des Moines. Married 78 years, 
they can’t come to N. Y. 
illness in the family. A last-minute 
switch placed ‘Yours’ into the Para- 
mount, Des Moines, as an addition 
to the regular bill, with the old 


because of 


Constance Bennett Mixes 


Cosmetics and Show Biz 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 3. 
On a tie-up between Parker Thea- 
tres and Fred Meyer Stores (selling 
cosmetics) Constance Bennett made 
a two-day personal appearance at 
the Broadway. 
The presentation consisted largely 


of an interview by Mare Bowman of | 


the KOIN announcing staff and a 
talk by Miss Bennett on women’s 
fashions. This 15 minute personal 
appearance was a biz-getter for the 
Broadway. 


A football pep rally, to which the | 
football squads and cheerleaders of 
the city’s largest high schools, were 
|invited provided a neat send-off for 
‘1,000 a Touchdown,’ at the Para- | 
mount Theatre. 

Manager Pat McGuire followed up 
with a Saturday morning birthday | 
party for Mickey Mouse featuring a | 
series of cartoons. There was a 
birthday cake for every youngster 


Radio Shew 
From L.A. Par Stage 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
First tieup between a deluxe thea- 


;tre and a commercial broadcast is 


'believed to be deal whereby audi- 
,ence participation contest, Quiz 


the Los Angeles Paramout. Program, 
sponsored by PDQ Petrol, is aired 
over KFI and may be forerunner of 
plan to secure commercial advertis- 
ing in a filmerie without resorting 
to timeworn trailers. 

Opening broadcast (29) had Mu- 
nicipal Judge LeRoy M. Dawson as 
emcee. Method of running quiz is 
somewhat of a departure, in that 
participants, picked at random from 
theatre audience 15 minutes before 
program, are each supplied with 10 
silver dollars. For each incorrect 
answer given a fine is levied, making 
up a purse which is awarded winner 
at end of contest. Initial giveaway 


and 
down. 


covered $250 in cash. 


N. Y. THEATRES-OPS TO 
COMPROMISE NEW SCALE 


A compromise move, rather than 
permit the matter to go to ultimate 
arbitration, is hinted in inner quar- 
ters in the dispute between man- 
agers and Local 306, Moving Picture 
Machine Operators of N. Y., over a 
new two-year contract. 

Reaching an impasse several weeks 
ago, the theatres demanded arbitra- 
tion over a 25% increase request by 


have been numerous meetings dur- 
ing the past two weeks, with attor- 


neys also getting into the picture, | 
but the names submitted as neutral | 


arbitrators by either side (theatres 
union) have all been 


Under the provisions of a long- 
term contract, renewable on nego- 
tiation every two years, if there is 
disagreement the matter is to be sub- 
mitted to arbitration, with two to be 
appointed by Local 306 and two by 
the theatre committee. In the event 
these two sets of arbitrators 
agree on a fifth, he is to be appointed 
by the chief justice of the Appellate 
Division of the N. Y. supreme court. 


| This appointment of a fifth has been 
has | 


although no 
since 


stalled 
been 


progress 


arbitration was 


| asked for. 


In view of the fact 306 is demand- 
ing a 25% increase for its members, 
it is believed in some quarters that 


it may prefer to compromise rather | 
ithan take the chance on 


arbitration 
in view of the war situation, other 


| uncertainties, salary cuts, etc., which 


could weigh unfavorably at this 


| time. 


Scale of the operators under the 
two-year contract which expired 


Labor Day ranges up to $86 in the | 


larger houses, on the basis of a 
seven-day week, but ops are on a 
shorter week in order to 


vacation with 
reached 


pay. 
would be 


{Labor Day last. 


Dancing Classes Again 
In Detroit Nabe Houses 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

Dancing schools, for several years 
a profitable venture for United De- 
troit’s Theatres, are being resumed 
in five of the spots on Saturday 
mornings. Children between 5 and 
sixteen years may participate, only 
requirement: being admish ducat 
which also entitles ‘em to see a reg- 
ular show. 

Classes are under direction of 
Monte Carlo Studios here, and will 
be conducted in the Annex, Regent, 
Variety, Ramona and Norwest thea- 
tres, which cover various sections of 
town, 


turned | 


can’t | 


provide | 
employment for a greater number. | 
They also have been getting a week’s | 
Any new deal | 
retroactive to | 


a Theatre Toy, 


Bingo Now a Headache 
For Detroit Showmen 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

Theatre ops’ hopes for a complete 
|ban on bingo, keno, ete. which 
seemed likely two weeks ago with 
Gov. Luren D. Dickinson's order to 
Detroit police, where shattered last 
week by lifting of the embargo by 
Mayor Richard Reading on games 
sponsored by non-profit charitable 
groups, such «s churches, fraternal 
and veterans organizations. 

Reading’s decision, specifying that 
it did not apply to commercial bingo 
games or those promoted by com- 
mercial interests with charity as pre- 
text, was brought about by urgent 
appeal from Mercy Hall, a private 
institution for medical care of desti- 
tute and incurable cancer patients. 
Latter, which announced it intended 
to carry fight to state supreme court, 
pleaded that it depended on _ its 
weekly bingo games to cover institu- 
tion’s overhead. 

Bingo and similar gambling games 
have been bane of local theatres for 
many years, with churches and other 
organizations drawing heavily on 
film spots’ potential with prizes often 
aggregating several thousand dollars 
nightly. 


Java Hypo 
Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 


With Bank Nights outlawed, local 
exhibs are looking around for new 
gimmicks to bring in the trade. 

The latest brainstorm is handing 
| out cans of coffee. 


SEATTLE STUDES JOIN 


FILMS TO EDUCATION 


Seattle, Oct. 3. 

As ‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA) 
got under steam at Liberty cur- 
rently, word came from head of 
| Music department of all high schools 
ithat studes who see the opus and 
write report will get double credits. 
| This is indicative of the keen ‘class’ 


attention the pix is getting and the 
of the campaign in 


| effectiveness 
schools. 
Students asked for more _ info, 
|stills, data, etce., following initial 
planting of posters telling about the 


|Heifetz pix. Campaign at public 
;schools and at all music schools 
\throughout Seattle trade area, was 


put over by LeRoy Johnson of the 
Jensen-von Herberg string (gen. 
mgr.) aided and abetted by Sammy 
Seigel, exploitation sharpshooter, for 
U. A. 

Music stores ‘came to us,’ reported 
| Johnson, for window displays. For 
‘six weeks prior to opening, Liberty 
had automatic phonograph in foyer 
|playing Heifetz records, with stills 
| adjacent plugging for pix. 


| 
Claims Mag Sold 20th-Fox 
| Film Rights Sans Permish 


Application by Mary Orr to bring 
in Pictorial Review Co., Inc., and 
Herbert R. Mayer, editor of the mag- 
azine, as co-defendants in connec- 
tion with her suit against 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, will be heard in the N. Y. 
supreme court Oct. 10. The plaintiff 
will drop her old suit for an injunc- 
tion against the film, ‘The Battle of 
Broadway,’ and will charge con- 
spiracy. 

It is her contention now, that after 
having sold her story of the same 
title to the magazine, they sold Fox 
the film rights. She asserts that 
these rights were hers, and not the 
magazine’s. She will ask $75,000 
damages. 


Donald Gives a Party 
Rochester, Oct. 3. 
manager of RKO 
Palace, celebrates Mickey Mouse's 
birthday Oct. 31 with 10 Donald 
Duck cartoons. 

Event will be morning show for 
kids tieing in with Democrat & 
Chronicle’s Uncle Dan Club, num- 
bering some 5,000 children whose 
birthdays are noted by the news- 
paper. All youngsters having birth- 
days in Oct. will be admitted free. 


Jay Golden, 


| 
| | 
ws 
| | 
| | 
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‘Honeymoon in Bali,” the respective | ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB). Fairly good | $12,500, a great improvement over | 
draws. ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ is! $9.000. Last week. ‘Fifth Avenue | poor yy _ pone (20th) got 
getting fair returns in day and date! Girl’ (RKO), eigh ays, oO in eight days last sesh. 
engagements at Esquire ond Uptown | $11,000 Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57) — the (F-WC) (2,206; 
and likely to play eight days. | Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-60)—| ‘Women’ (M-G) (2d wk). Unable sibility that (M-G) and ‘News 

Orpheum maintains double bills as | ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and Gene | to hold the fast pace it set in open- ond satin ” ~~ eo sec- | Made Night’ (M-G) dual (4th M ice 
set policy instituted on opening! Krupa’s band topping stage show.| ing canto. Set for $10,600, fair. General upswing of biz ts expected | Metro opus holds for _ ade itiona 
couple of months back, but Newman! Zippy $13.500. Last week. ‘Mag-| Opener drew big $18,500 | weer that fall weather is here P See. | week at this spot with fair $4,100 in 
is again solo after only one week of nificent Fraud’ (Par) and Betty Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57) — ball | sight Five-day third week ended 
duals. Midland holds to double fea-| Grable and Rochester co-headlining ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and Phil senna: opera and lewit : Deal is a | with $4,700, good. 
tures with ‘Blackmail’ and ‘Hidden! vaude, wham $17,500. | Spitalny’s orch. With the film little set for an indoor hockey rink, which 


| weed-end five days at State. Last 
_— | week, final five days of three wecks’ 
| stanza ‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘News 

Omaha, Oct. 8. | Made Night’ (M-G), okay $3.300. 


Power.’ help, Spitalny is pulling a_ profit- - | 
Weather has settled to true fall at- , able. $18,000. Last week, ‘Star theatre wen All B klyn B.O.s Bright; 
mosphere and long dry spell was Daughters Tees Off New | Maker’ (Par) and Mal Hallett’s orch, | ee ee | “Oz? | Hefty $18,500 

temporarily alleviated by light rain. , got $19,300. Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- Dua 

Estimates for This Week Lincoln Policy; OK a; Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57) ‘Bali’ berg) (800-600-950 10-25 )——‘Captain Brooklyn, Oct. 3. 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- (Par). MacMurray-Carroll team fail- | Fury’ (UA) and ‘Each Dawn’ (FN). le of 
west) (820 and 1,200): 10-25-40) — Lincoln, Oct. 3. ing to live up to expectations, get- | dual, split with ‘Naughty Nice (FN) Several hol elon a a ‘ * 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Opened Held back to boot the Varsity into| ting a poor $14,400 for a nine-day | and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). Good petting ae will give downtown deluxe 
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Power’ (Col). Pair will have to de- | 5P!!t-weeks. fourth week downtown. Opener of! ‘Angels Faces’ (FN) and ‘Clouds 


jumping upwards with 
‘Rains Came.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


pend mostly on Robinson name and Estimates for This Week — the second run saw smash $6,700. Europe’ (Col), $4,500, nice. pape Panis ae 
biz fair at $8,500. Last week, ‘Thun- Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42 )— Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— | _. Albee (3,274; 25-35-50). — ‘Rains 
‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) and ‘Mag- | Came’ (20th). Strong attendance will 


der Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Five Little | !9-15)—“Long Shot’ (GN) and ‘Okla-| ‘Name Only’ (RKO) (3d run). Just 
Peppers’ (Col) $9 800. satisfactory.|09ma Terror’ (Mono), split with! run-of-the mill with about $4,000 for | nificent Fraud’ (Par). Headed for |give house peachy $20,000. Last 
: patty ). | ‘Riders Frontier’ (Mono) and ‘Pan-|} the week. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G), | $7,500, nice. Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’| week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 


Newm ( : 
25-40) Bali’ (har). Keone house | ama Patrol’ (GN). Fair $800. Last | fared better for its fifth week down-| (Par) and ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th), nice ' i 
on Wednesday openings. Looks like! Week, ‘Old Monterey’ (Rep), four’ town with $4.300. (20th), $8,000, swell. $18,000. 
$7,000, good. Last week, ‘Speedway’ | days. good $500. | Stanley (WB) (2.916: 32-42-57)— Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | Fox (4,089; (25-35-50). — Golden ’ @ 
(WB) and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), | __Lineoln (LTC-Cooper (1,600; 10-20-' ‘Beau Geste’ (Par). This one is tres — ‘Frontier Marshall’ (20th) and Boy’ (Col) and ‘Everybody's Hobby 
double-billed to interrupt long line | 25 i—Chan’ (20th) and ‘Speedway’ beau at the b.o., with very potent) ‘Winter Carnival (UA). So-so | (WB) (2d wk). Started second week 
of singles here, mild $5,600. (WB), split with ‘Sherlock Holmes’ | $19,000. Last week ‘Rains Came’, $8,000. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ | yesterday (Monday). Last week pair ; 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 10-25-40) | (20th). Pretty good, $2,300. Last | (20th) slipped a bit in second round, (20th) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), made fine $17,000. 
—Old Maid’ | week, ‘Chickens’ (20th) and ‘Chasing | winding ritk 0,601 $8,500, nice. Met (3,618; 25-35-50).—‘Oz’ (M-G) 
aid’ (FN) and ‘Nancy Drew’ | Week, Chicken: thd an Sing | winding up with $10,600. d 
(FN). Pair maintains house policy | Danger’ (20th), split with ‘Rains, Stanton (WB) (1,487; 32-42-57)— fown (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) and ‘Should Husbands Work’ (Rep). i 
of dualling, though draw is from the | Came’ (20th), a four-day h. 0. from | ‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d run). Back —'Oklahoma Frontier’ (Rep), ‘House | Strong $18,500. Last week ‘Tomor- { 
Davis-Hopkins film, Heading for | the Nebraska, good $2,500, due most-| to second runs the Stanton’s b.o. is | Fear’ (U), first-runs, and ‘Forgotten row Comes’ (U) and ‘Prison Without : 
$8.800. good, and h.o. Last week,|ly_to ‘Rains’, | showing a better-than-average $5,-| Women’ (U), tripler, split with ‘Man | Bars’ (UA), good 313,000. 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Five Came! Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10-500 for the Loy-Power flicker. Last Texas (Mon.), first-run, ‘Captain Paramount (4,126: 25-35-50 ).—'Star 
Back’ (RKO), second week, $5,000, | 25-40)—Beau Geste’ (Par). Good! week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col), rallied| Fury’ (UA) and ‘Naughty Nice’, Maker’ (Par) and ‘Island Lost Men 
fair. 7 | $3,700. Last week. ‘Name Only’| toward the end of the week to turn | (FN). Good $1,200. Last week,| (Par) (2d wk). Attractive $16,000. 
} Tower (Joffee) (2,050: 10-25) —| (RKO). not bad at all. $3,600. lin $5,100. ‘Wall Street Cowboy’ (Rep), ‘So- Last week, swell $21,000. 4 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and ‘Ha-| Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- ciety Smugglers’ (U) and ‘Outside, Strand (2,870; 25-35-50).—‘Mutiny 
| Waiian Revue’ stage unit. Fair | 25-35)—"Am Stranger’ (20th). Only |} 35)—‘Daughter’ (WB). Good $3,000,) Walls’ (Col), first-run_ tripler, split on lackhawk’ (U) and ‘Parents 
$6.000. Last week. ‘Mutiny Black-| fair, $3,500. Last week, ‘Thunder cinch to h. 0. Last week, “Quarter- | with ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO), ‘On| Trial’ (Col). Uneventful $4,000. Last ? 
hawk’ (U) and “Flying High’ unit, | Afloat’ M-G). $3,700, oke. back’ (WB) and ‘Man Who Dared’ Trial’ (FN) and ‘Each Dawn’ (FN),| week, ‘Hidden Power’ (Col) and ; 
| 80-so $5,000. | Varsity (NTI-Noble) 1,100; 10-25-' (WB), dual, pretty fair $2,200. trplier, $1,300, nice. '‘Torchy’ (WB), quiet $4,500. ia 
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Mol Opposish Increases as Biz 
Decreases: Women Torrid $12,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 3. 

At a time when people here ap- 
parently are retrenching on enter- 
tainment and there’s less patronage 
to go around, the supply of opposi- 
tion is increasing. 

The city this week is celebrating 
its 100th anniversary with two big 
shows daily in the municipal Audi- 
torium, featuring Vincent Lopez, 
Skinny Ennis and a bevy of Holly- 
wood screen stars, at 25c admission, 
together with street parades, etc. It’s 
not at all helpful to the showhouses. 

Othe-wise, there are four high 
school football games drawing 24,000 
to 30.000 people Friday afternoons; 
the U. of Minnesota grid team 
opened with Arizona and pulled 
51,000; a Pavcheck-Anderson scrap 
attracted 6,000. 

‘The Rains Came’ did what’s now 
considered a bang-up business at 
the State last week, -opping $10,500, 
it’s not so long ago that out- 
standing pictures would pull from 
$14,000 to $16,000, indicating plainly 
how times have changed. Incident- 
ally, this attraction has moved over 
to the Century for a second loop 
week. 

Unable to obtain any first-run 
major product, the Minnesota, which 
continues with big stage shows at 
low admissions, is trying the experi- 
ment of using a major reissue, ‘Of 
Human Bondage,’ and seems to be 
attracting some attention. At the 
Orpheum, Chester Morris’ p. a. and 
‘Here I Am a Stranger’ are not prov- 
ing the expected b. o. magnet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Range War’ (Par) and ‘Chan’ (20th), 
dual first-runs. Fair $1,400 in pros- 
ect. Last week, ‘Chicken Wagon 
amily’ (20th) and ‘Konga’ (Col), 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th) and ‘Hidden Power’ 
(Col), first-runs, $1,200, mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (25-35-40)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Moved 
here after big week at State and 
still going strong. Good $6,200 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $4,000, fair. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (978; 25) 
‘Touchdown’ (Par). Nicely set for 
football season. Pretty good $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Angels Wash Faces’ 
(FN), $3,500, big. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35) —‘Bach- 
elor Mother’ (RKO) split with ‘Liv- 
ingstone’ (20th). First neighborhood 
showings. Satisfactory $2.200 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Lady Tropics’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO), $2,000, okay. 

Minnesota (Mpls Co.) (4,000; 15- 
25-30) ‘Human Bondage’ (RKO) 
(reissue) and stage show. Stage por- 
tion stronger than usual. May hit 
good $7,500. Last week, ‘Irish Luck’ 
(Mono) and stage show, $5.800. fair. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-55 )—‘Stranger’ (20th) and ‘Bon 
Air’ revue and Chester Morris. Lots 
of good show and first-rate film for 
the price, but bad general conditions 
and too much opposition mitigating 
against satisfactory take, Poor $7.000. 
looks about limit. Last week ‘Fifth 
Girl’ (RKO) and Eddie Dundstedter 
show for one day, $8,000, good. 


Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Could Happen’ 
(20th) (2d run), fair $2,400. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349: 27-37-42)—‘Women’ (M-G). 
Expect $15,000, marvelous, Will hold. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th) and 
‘Hawaiian Flight’ (U) (2d week), 
solid $6,600. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
‘Shall Have Music’ (UA). Antici- 
pated only $3,300, disappointing, 
especially in view of heavy exploita- 
tion. Last week, ‘U Boat 29’ (Col) 
and ‘Kanga’ (Col), good $4.400. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Rains Came’ (20th). 
Indicates big $3,200 on moveover. 
Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), third 
week, five days, $1,700, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.600; 27-37-42)—‘Anvels Faces’ 
(FN) and ‘Stop, Look’ (20th). Paced 
for big $6.000. Last week, ‘Black- 
mail’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour Girls’ 
(M-G), nine days, okay $5,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-27- 
42)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) plus vaude. 
This is second WB film on new con- 
tract. Looking for big $6.000. Last 
week, ‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep), ‘No 
Place to Go’ (WB) and vaude, blah 
$4.200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

(3,039; 27-37-42)—‘Bali’ (Par) and 
‘House Fear’ (U). Heading for ex- 
cellent $7.200. Last week, ‘Name 
Only’ (RKO) and ‘Waterfront’ (WB), 
second week, five days, nice $3,100. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
42)—‘Old_ Maid’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Looks like good $2,300. Last week, 
socko $3,200. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col) (2d run). See good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Redwoods’ (Col) and 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), sec- 
ond run, $2,300, good. 


Boles- Under-Pup 
Pull Cleve. Fems 
And Nice $13,000 


Cleveland, Oct. 3. 

Barometers are selling like hot- 
cakes, for exhibs need them to know 
whether the air-cooling or heating 
plant will be needed the next day. 
After week of sizzling hot weather, 
houses were nearly rained out by 
cyclonic storm on first two days of 
this stanza. Sunday (1) was more 
clement, but Larry  Sunbrock’s 
circus-rodeo at Stadium, roller-derby 
and sell-out pro football were almost 
as damaging as previous rains, 

Most consistent is Palace’s combo 
of ‘Under-Pup’ and John Boles on 
stage, getting very nice trade that 


‘Women’ Hottest Thing 
In Portland at $7,500 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 

‘The Women,’ at Parker’s UA, is 
the burg’s top biz-getter this week. 
Two other ducat-sellers are ‘Golden 
Boy,’ at Liberty, and ‘Blackmail,’ at 
Broadway. 

Revival of ‘All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front’ is good at the Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Ha- 
waiian Nights’ (U). Scoring well 
from the start and over the top for 
good $4,800. Last week, ‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA) and ‘Stole Million’ 
(WB), nice $4,400. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
000; 30-35-40)—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 
and ‘Little Peppers’ (Col). Well ex- 
ploited and answering for strong $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
and ‘Woman Judge’ (Col), second 
week, nice $3,800. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40) —All Quiet’ (U) and 
‘Hero For Day’ (U). Better than 
average for this house at $3,000. Last 
week house went legit with ‘Swing 
Mikado.’ 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th) and ‘Stop, Look’ (20th) (2d 
week). Strong winner at $4,500. 


First week big $6,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —‘Women’ (M-G). Got away 
with bang and holding up for big 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), second 
week, okay $4,700. First week big 
winner at $6,600. 


GINGER, $20,000, 
SWEET HUB 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

‘The Rains Came,’ ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl’ and ‘Golden Boy’ all tallying 
big numbers here this week, and in 
that order. 

RKO Boston plays a full week of 
the Eddie Cantor unit Oct. 12, and 
following that booking will add one 
day to its vaude playing time. In- 
stead of the present three-day week- 
end schedule, house will play four 
days, with a single feature instead of 
dual films as at present. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) and ‘Way Down 
South’ (RKO), dual, with vaude, 
three days, and ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) 
(both 3d run), double, four days. 
Headed for okay $8,500. Last week. 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO) and ‘Smuggled 
Cargo’ (Rep), dual with vaude for 


three days, and ‘Return Frog’ 
(Select) and ‘Demon Barber’ (Se- 
lect), dual, four days; very good 


$11,000, with both ends of the split 
week counting at the b.o. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40 
-55)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and 
‘No Place Go’ (WB). Medium 


combo, getting around $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), fizzled at $4,000. 


may get much hotier if thermometer 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- | 
40)—‘The Women’ (M-G). | 


slow start, but building in terrific | 
Last week, | 


fashion to big $12,000. 
‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
big. 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40)— 
*Lucrezia Borgia’ (Foreign) (2d wk). 
Slipping badly after big initial canto. 
House changing name to Esquire. 
Shows three newsreels. Looks like 
fair $900. First week, $2.000, fine. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Too much 
competish for this. May build, how- 
ever, as carriage trade should go 
for it. Mild $1,200. Last week ‘Four 
Feathers’ (UA) (4th wk), $1,400, 
good after three very big preceding 
weeks. 


$10,500, very 


‘Women’ Wow Seattle; 


Big $15,000 and H.O.s Kitchen’ (WB) (2d). Quiet $1,400 on | down’ 


Seattle, Oct. 3. 

With the‘competitive spirit stimu- 
lated by recent developments 
among downtown theatres, primarily 
through Warner pix going to Ster- 
ling’s Palomar (John Danz), one by- 
product was the upping of admish 
prices throughout the afternoon at 
most houses, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
has gone newsreel, which means the 
Music Box is now the extended-run 
house for Hamrick-Evergreen. For 
Sterling, the Roosevelt becomes first- 
run, to handle moveovers from Palo- 
mar, while the Winter Garden ad- 
vances to the chain’s top second-run 
spot. 

Currently, ‘The Women’ at Fifth, 
‘Music’ at Liberty, ‘Angels Wash 
Faces’ at Orpheum, ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny’ at Palomar, and ‘Honey- 
moon in Bali’ at Paramount, are giv- 
ing the choosey public a lot to pick 
from. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.900: 21-32)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) (2d run). Indi- 
eated good $2.800. Last week. ‘Hardy 


behaves. ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ not 


Off to | hefty enough to emerge from ordi- 


nary gross levels, but Hipp’s h.o. of 
‘Rains Came’ is stronger than some 
first-runs. Both ‘Our Leading Citizen’ 
‘Coast Guard’ at Stillman and 


| and 


| Allen are not as good as usual hold- | 


| overs. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 


|} 39)—‘Mutiny Black Hawk’ (U) and | 


| ‘Waterfront’ (WB). Only average 
| $1,100 in four days. Last week, ‘To- 
| morrow Comes’ (U), good $2,400. 
| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
|‘Coast Guard’ (Col). Even fresh 
|names can’t compete against shi(t- 
|overs this spot usually gets, hence 
| very mild $2,500; perhaps a quick 
| pull-out. zst week, ‘Old Maid’ 
| (WB), $3,500, satisfactory for third 
week. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—Hobby Family’ (FN) plus ‘Hell’s 


{a splitter. Last week, ‘Woman Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO), 
| revival, fine $2,300. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Rains Came’ (20th). Ballyhoo 
given to author Louis Bromfield 
during visit spurted h.o. to $10,000, 
one of house’s best figures for a 
stayover. Copped swell $16,000 on 
starter, 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Under-Pun’ (U) and vaude. John 
Boles is the stage-name and picker- 
upper, getting femme play. Confi- 
dent to mint $13.Q00, and a sweeter 
$15,000 if weather permits. Last 
week, ‘Blondie’ (Col) abetted by 
Louis Armstrong’s orch, $10,000, all 
right considering low nut. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Bali’ (Par). Pacing for okay 
$10,000. ‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) last 
week a bit more exciting $13,000, due 
to showmanly war tie-uns. 

Stillman (Loew’s (1.972: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Nothing 
out of the ordinary at $3,500, although 
it was a last-minute replacement for 
‘Thunder Afloat’ moveover. Last 
week, ‘Women’ (M-G), third stanza, 
grand $6,500. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
| 35-40-55)—‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Full Confession’ (RKO). Flirting 
with big $20,000. Last week, hold- 
over of ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 


|}and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), very 
| good $15,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 25-35- 
| 40-55)—‘Rains Came’ (20th) and| 
| ‘Stop, Look’ (20th). Best combo in 
jtown hauling in big $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
 ameaial (WB), holdover, fair $12,- 


Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 25-35-40- 
| 55)—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Mira- 
| cles Sale’ (M-G). Hitting good $18.- 
|500 stride. Last week (nine days), 
|‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Man Hang’ 
| (Col), dual, slumped towards the 
|end, but grabbed off good $17,400. 

| Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35- 
| 40-55)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and 
‘No Place Go’ (WB). Average $7,000 
| tally indicated. Last week, ‘Touch- 
(Par) and ‘Chan’ (20th), 
| sickly $5,500. 

| Scollay (M&P) (2.538; 25-35-40-50) 


—Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Dynamite’ (WB). Third week in 
town; okay $5,500 promised. Last 


week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th), fourth week in 
town, fair $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Miracles 
Sale’ (M-G). Good $14,500 expect- 
ed. Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Hang’ (Col) (nine days) hold- 
over, $15,000. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

‘Miracle at Lourdes’ is final tag on 
‘A Traveler’s Tale’ at Metro. 

‘Washington Cowboy’ latest handle 
on Republic’s ‘Roving Tumbleweeds.’ 

‘Strange Money’ at Paramount be- 
came Women Behind Bars.’ 

Metro switched from ‘Patsy’ to 
‘The Runaway.’ 

‘The Honeymoon’s Over’ release 
title for ‘Simple Life’ at 20th-Fox. 

Paramount changed ‘Campus 
Wives’ to ‘All Women Have Secrets.’ 


Vaude-Hungry Pittsburgh Sends . 
‘Glamour Girls’ to Big $32,000 


Ginger-‘Conspiracy’ 
Neat $10,000, Denver 


Denver, Oct. 3. 

A holdover rules the roost here 
currently. 

‘The Rains Came,’ at Alladin in 
second week downtown, is getting 
the best comparative gross, with 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ and ‘Conspir- 
acy,’ at Orpheum, strong second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th), after a week 
at the Denver. Strong $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), very nice 
$4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040 25-35-40)— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and ‘Black- 
mail’ (M-G), after a week at Or- 
pheum, Average $2,500. Last week, 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
(RKO), strong $4,000. 

Denham. (Cockrill) 
40) — ‘Touchdown’ 
$6,500, Last week, 
(Par), good $7,400. ; 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col), Fair $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
strong $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Fifth Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Conspir- 
acy’ (RKO). Good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Glam- 
our Girls’ (M-G), nice $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th) Fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and 
‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th), 
nice $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—'‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘North 
of Shanghai’ (Col). Just fair at 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U), after a week at each 
the Denver and _ Aladdin, and 
‘Konga’ (Col), above average $2,000. 


OPPOSISH HURTS: 
FINE 


Louisville, Oct. 3. 

No big grosses in downtown 
houses this week, with product on| 
the average side and opposish pretty 
potent. Courier-Journal’s Kentucki- 
ana Institute for women (2-6), 
with plenty of free attractions for | 
the femmes, including lectures and 
concerts, diverting attention from | 
the film houses. Baseball continues | 


(1,750; 25-35- 
(Par). Fair 
‘Rulers Sea’ 


to pack ’em, with the Louisville | 
Colonels playing the Rochester 
Wings in the Little World Series. | 
Sunday’s (1) attendance at Park- 


way Field broke the local record. | 
‘What a Life,’ at Strand, also is! 
shaping up for nice takings. Other- 
wise grosses on the light side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Rains Came} 
(20th). Still attracting some femme 
trade, after good week at the Rialto. 


Should register fairish $1,800 on 
moveover. Last week, ‘Women’ 
(M-G) and ‘All Come Out’ (M-G), 


fair $1,600 in third downtown week. | 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— | 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Mag- 
nificent Fraud’ (Par). Should click | 
nicely for good $1,800. Last week, | 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB), satisfac- 
tory $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.100: 15- 
30-40)—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Five 
Little Pepyers’ (Col). Aiming at 
medium $6,000. Last week, ‘Thun- 
der Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Miracles For 
Sale’ (M-G), pretty good $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
15-30-40)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). 
Current war interest helping this 
one and should easily manage fair 
$3,700. Last week (2d), ‘Dust Des- 
tinv’ (WB), mild $2,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 15- 
30-40)—‘Bali’ (Par) and ‘Witness 
Vanishes’ (U). Opposish holding 
this pair from any bumper money. 
Combo pacing for probably fair $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), 
meaty $8,000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘What Life’ (Par) and 
‘Chan’ (20th). Jackie Cooper pic 
pulling plenty of juve trade, on 
strength of Henry Aldrich radio pro- 
gram, and mats and nights shaping 
up swell. Indications are for fine 
$4,000, mebbe slightly more. Last 
week, ‘Man News’ (Par) and ‘$1,000 


|of going beyond that. 
| ‘Dust Destinv’ (WB). good $13,000. 


Touchdown’ (Par), medium $3,200. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Looks like old times downtown this 
week, what with Stanley back to 
flesh after four months and p.a. of 
Eddie Cantor stirring b.o. tempest 
and passing on lot of overflow to the 
other first-runners. But Cantor and 
‘The Glamour Girls’ will have to 


step on it plenty to come close to 
$34,800, house record set by Kay 
Kyser. 

‘Blackmail’ is getting the best 
break from Stanley’s turnaway, and 
will wind up very satisfactorily at 
Penn, while ‘Rains Came,’ at Senator, 
after fortnight at Alvin, is going 
strong and should get another seven 
days at holdover spot. ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone’ closing out nicely at the 
Fulton in fourth week, but ‘Here I 
Am a Stranger’ is just doing so-so at 
Alvin and comes out after single 
week, Warner’s twin bill of ‘Saint 
in London’ and ‘Way Down South’ 
likewise a weakie, and will get only 
sixgdays to return spot to its regular 
Thursday opening. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stranger’ (20th). This is the one in 
which Richard Greene _ achieves 
stardom, but obviously public hasn't 
accepted him as such yet. Around 
$6,500 in prospect, and that’s only 
about average here. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Rains Came’ (20th) excellent 
$8,000, enough to send it to Senator 
for continuation of downtown run. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Livingstone’ (20th) and _ Louis- 
Pastor fight pic (4th wk). Will get 
four days on latest h. 0., coming out 
tomorrow (4) for ‘Under-Pup’ (U). 
Abbreviated h.o. session should clock 
pretty close to $2,800, not bad at all. 
Last week, third, fine $4,600, with the 
injection of fight reel helping consid- 


erably. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Blackmail’ (M-G).  Last-min- 
ute booking for this one, Par having 
yanked scheduled ‘Beau Geste’ and 
put it back a week because of too- 
strong competish down street from 
Stanley. Getting most of its biz 
from rival house’s overflow, enough, 
in fact, to account for very satisfac- 
tory $11,700. Last week, “Thunder 
Afloat’ (M-G), good $13,300. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Rains Came’ (20th). Moved here 
after big fortnight at Alvin. Cinch 
to collect around $4,000, with a 
chance of bettering, and virtual cer- 
tainty to stick here for another week, 
pushing back revival of U's ‘All 
Quiet.’ Last week, ‘Chan’ (20th) and 
‘Prison Gates’ (20th), under $2,000, 
poor. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and Eddie 
Cantor’s unit. Town’s been hungry 
for vaude several months now and 
resumption of presentation giving 
customers plenty of chance to howl. 
At present pace, it looks like a cinch 
for at least $32,000, but with six 
shows daily tentatively scheduled for 
closing two days may have a chance 
Lest week, 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—'‘Saint 
London’ (RKO) and ‘Down South’ 
(RKO). Public showing indifference 
to this twinner, desnite generally ex- 
cellent notices for ‘Saint.’ and combo 
will be lucky to get $3,700, ordinary. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Pear). on 
h. o. from Penn, just fair at $4,700. 


‘Speedway -Vaude Good 
$10,500; Toronto Perks 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 
Main stem biz is perking consider- 
ably, with top coin going to ‘Nurse 
Edith Cavell’ and ‘The Rains Came,’ 
but ‘Wizard of Oz’ is also in the up- 
per brackets on its third week. 
Good product, plus lure of war 


| newsreels, responsible for the b.o. 


upsurge. 
Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3.373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) In the light of 
current events, inexorably dragging 
the customers in for a sob session 
that will snare excellent $9,000. Last 
week ‘Name Only’ (RKO), good 
enough $6,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
(M-G) (3d week) ull getting 
a heavy morning and afternoon play, 
and good for healthy $7,000 after 
first week of $14,200 and second of 
$10.300. 

Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-50)— 
‘Speedway’ (WB) and vaude. Verv 
good $10,500. Last week ‘Frontier 
Marshall’ (20th) and vaude, with 

Venuta headlining, good 
$9,800. 


Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Livingstone’ (20th) nd ‘Stop, Look’ 
(20th). Good $3,400. Last week 
“Rose Marie’ (M-G) and ‘Champ’ (M- 
G) revivals,’ so-so $3,100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—Rains Came’ (20th). Excellent 
$10,500. Last week ‘Old Maid’ (WB), 
Satisfactory $6,600 on second week 
after very good $9,600 on first. 


| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
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WHEN YOU SEE 
“‘NINOTCHKA you too will 
pronounce it SENSATIONAL! ; 


Long live the Lubitsch touch! It has brought your 


box-office a new Garbo, sly as a wink! A gorgeous 
Garbo they’ve never seen before! A champagne lady, 


ae lively, lovable! This comedy of a flirtatious secret affair 


GARBO blushes! 


in Paris will positively captivate the nation! It makes 
Garbo a bigger star than she ever was before! One 
of the year’s IMPORTANT pictures! See it at one 
of the Trade Screenings in your territory and prepare 
for another M-G-M triumph! ‘| 


> 
= 
| 
| 
| 
‘4 
| 
4 
| GARBO goes gay! | 
. 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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ELIZABETH and ESSEX 


(COLOR) 

Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

release of Robert Lord 
producer, Hal B. 

Davis and Errol 

de Havilland, Don- 


Warner Bros. 
production; executive 
Wallis. Stars Bette 
Fivnn; features Olivia 
eid Crisp, Alan Hale, Vineent Price. Di- 
rected by Michael Curtiz, Screenplay by 
Norman Reilly Raine and Aeneas Macken- 
zie, from stage play by Maxwell Anderson, 
#s produced by the Theatre Guild; dialog 
director, Stanley Logan; camera, Sol Polito, 


W. Howard Greene; special effects, Byron 
Haskins and H. F. Koenekamp; eiitor, 
Owen Marks; asst. director, Sherry 
Shrouds. Previewed at WB Beverly, Bev- 
evly Hills, Sept. 27, ‘39. Running time, 
106 MINS. 
Queen Bette Davis 
Earl Of Errol Flynn 
Lady Penelope Gray...Olivia de Havilland 
Francis Donald Crisp 
Bart of Alan Hale 
Sir Walter Raleigh..........-. Vincent Price 
Lord Burghley........ ...-Henry Stephenson 
Sir Robert Cecil...... oeevdess Henry Daniell 


Sir Thomas Egerton......James Stephenson 
Margaret Radcliffe... .Nanette Fabarea 


Lord Knollys...... ee ...-Ralph For bes 
Lord Mountjoy... Robert Warwick 
Sir Edward Coke...... +.-.--Leo G, Carroll 


‘The Private Lives of Elizabeth |! 


and Essex’ is a lavishly-produced 
historical drama, extravagantly 
mounted in Technicolor. It’s solid 
box office material, with fine grosses 
and holdovers indicated. Starring 
duo of Bette Davis and Errol Flynn 


| 
' Hollywood Cavalcade 
(COLOR) | 
%th Century-Fox release of Darryl F. 
associate producer, 
Stars Alice Faye and 
features J. Edward Brom- 
berg, Alan Curtis, Stuart Erwin, Jed 
Prouty, Buster Keaton, Donald Meek, 
George Givot, Eddie Collins. Directed by 
Irving Cummings. Screenplay by Ernest 
Pascal; story by Hilary Lynn and Brown 
Holmes; camera, Allen M. Davey. Trade 
preview at Loew's Ziegfeld, N. Y., Oct. 3, 
‘x9. Running time, 100 MINS, 


Zanuck 
Harry 
|} Don Ameche; 


production; 
Joe Brown, 


Molly Alice Faye 
Michael Linnett Connors....... Don Ameche 
Dave Spingold.......- J. Edward Bromberg 
Nicky Alan Curtis 
Pete Stuart Erwin 
Chief of Jed Prouty 
Buster Keaton... Himself 
Lyle P. Stout. Donald Meek 
George Givot 


Keystone Cops..Eddie Collins, Hank Mann, 
Heinie Conklin, James Finlayson 


Assistant Director..... Chick Chandler 
Henry Robert Lowery 
Russell Hicks 


... Willie Fung 
Mrs. GUYNES. Mary Forbes 
AttOrney Joseph Crehan 
Telephone Operator.........Marjorie Beebe 
Lee Duncan... Himself 
BinsFine Tim, Himself 


There is boxoffice lure and highly 
satisfactory entertainment in ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade,’ which relates an 


provides potent marquee attraction. 

Miss Davis dominates the produc- | 
tion at every turn as Elizabeth, vir- | 
gin queen of England. Here is a 
persuasive and compelling perform- 
ance, a studious portrayal of an his- 
torical character that will catch at- 
tention and approval from audiences 
and critics. Her delineation would 
indicate that Miss Davis did much 
personal research on the character, 
habits and idiosyncrasies of Queen 


Bess from historical data. Which is 
easily understood in view of the fact 
the actress has been campaigning to 
play the role on the screen for sev- 
eral years. 

Picture is a film version of Max- 
well Anderson’s ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen,’ presented by the Theatre 
Guild. Story details the intimate 


May-and-December love affair of 
youthful Lord Essex (Flynn) and | 
matronly Queen Elizabeth. Both are | 
headstrong and stubborn; each is | 
ambitious to rule England. Return- | 
ing to London from a successful war | 
against the Spaniards, Essex is the | 
popular hero. Elizabeth, jealous of | 
his public acclaim, denounces him | 
at court, but softens in his embraces 
later. The love affair is broken off 
intermittently by both pride and | 
court intrigue. When Essex’s cam- 
paign against the Irish patriot, Ty- 
rone, fails, he believes the Queen’s 
betrayal responsible and marches 
on London to seize the throne. 
Elizabeth agrees to his demand to | 
share the throne until the Essex 
army is disbanded, and then senus 
him to London Tower and the block 
for the good of England. 

‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is basically a 
love tragedy of historical fact. blast- 
ed by the ambitions of one indi- 
vidual and arrogance of the other. 


It’s an intimate romance, with pomp 
of court and pageantry of the day 
supplemental trimmings to the main | 
purpose. Tragic in its display of | 
sincere Jove of the oueen and noble- | 
man, it is upset by the ambitions of 
each to sit on England’s throne. One 
must be sacrificed—even love—and | 
Elizabeth makes that decision in her 

favor, believing it best for Eng- 

land’s future interests. 


Productionally, picture is impor- | 


tant, gating with the best historical 
film documents turned out by War- 
ners. Robert Lord handled the pro- 
duction under guidance of Hal 
Wallis, with William Dieterle direct- 
ing. Screenplay from Anderson's 
plcev was expertly prepared by Nor- 
man Reilly Raine and Aeneas Mac- 
Kensie. 

In support, most prominent are 
Olivia de Havilland, Donald Crisp, 
Vincent Price znd Alan Hale. First 
three are members of the court, 
while Hale apvears briefly as the 
Irish rebel, Tyrone. 

Picture has its slow spots, particu- 
larly the excursion of Essex to Ire- 
land to subdue Tyrone. 


dialog becomes brittle, and direction | 


grooves into stagey passages that 


could have been lightened by greater | 


movement allowed by the camera. 


Minor shortcomings, however. in the | 


general excellence of the production. 
Star’s interpretation of Elizabeth 


At times the | 


interesting and sentimental story of 
film producing in California, begin- 
ning in the pie-throwing, Keystone 
era of 1913, and winding up when 
Al Jolson sang from the screen in 
‘The Jazz Singer,’ and the silent pic- 
ture days were ended. 

With emphasis on an earlier Holly- 
wood, there are introduced numerous 
incidents and characterizations more 
familiar to an older generation of 
filmgoers, perhaps, than to present 
day audiences. Excellently produced, 
however, and brightened by color, 
the film should score heavily in 
theatres of every type. Don Ameche 
and Alice Faye are starred. 

Various versions of the Hollywood 
saga have preceded ‘Cavalcade,’ 
which was produced ‘by Darryl F. 
Zanuck, for 20th-Fox. Most recently, 
‘A Star Is Born’ (Selznick) handled 
the theme of broken hearts and 
thwarted ambitions among members 
of the film colony. New production 
steers clear of the tragic note, cover- 
ing an earlier period of sunkist 
happenings. It moves easily in a 
nostalgic groove. 

In addition to a brief personal ap- 
pearance, Mack Sennett plays an im- 
portant off-screen role in the film, 
principal novelty of which is the 
successful and amusing introduction 
of oldtime Sennett comedy routines 
and formula. Views of film making 
in the days when a pie was worth 
five jokes, and when Keystone cops 
whirled recklessly through traffic to 
save distressed maidens, are hilari- 
ously reproduced. Something more 
than pantomime passed from films 
when sound entered the studios. A 
complete form of _ story-telling, 
labelled slapstick, also disappeared. 

It is resurrected in ‘Cavalcade,’ 
with the assistance of Mal St. Clair, 
director, and the reassembling of 
some of the onetime Sennett troupe, 
including Eddie Collins, Hank Mann, 
Heinie Conklin and James Finlayson. 
Bolstering the force are George 
Givot and Buster Keaton. 

There is a brief sequence also from 


‘The Jazz Singer,’ in which Jolson 


| sings 


‘Kol Nidre.’ Obviously, this 
was made especially for the film. 
Irving Cummings had the major 
directorial assignment on ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade,’ for which Ernest Pascal 
did the screenplay from a story by 
Hilary Lynn and Brown Holmes. It 


|is a deft piece of workmanship, 
| punctuated with numerous mechani- 


cal twists and turns. Scenes from the 
older films are projected in black 


| and white, sometimes framed in 


| colored borders. Production in every 


| is splendid. 
As for the yarn itself, it relates the 
| rise, fall and rise again of an enthusi- 


Ameche. At a New York perform- 
'cnee of ‘The Man Who Came Back’ 
| in William A. Brady’s Playhouse, he 
|sees a promising understudy (Alice 
|Faye) who is substituting for the 
leading woman. He persuades her to 
| make the jump to Hollywood and the 
|films, promising her a_ brilliant 
future. Her introduction to the new 
| film art, as practiced at Sennett’s, is 
a pie in the eye—a wild pitch by 
Keaton. 

Thereafter is related against the 


must be tabbed as one of the most | Hollywood background, the story of 


distinguished screen performances. 
Deliberately unpretty, with an ashen 
makeup accentuated by a red wig, 
she dares to follow historical facts. 
Her characterization—tempestuous in 
court, coy and kittenish in the arms 
of her lover, swiftly changing moods 
of anger and forgiveness but always 
the dominant queen—wil! be accept- 
ed as an outstanding film perform- 
ance. Flynn is adequate as the 
swashbuckling Essex from a physi- 
cal standpoint. But as a popular 
hero with ambitions to rule England, 
and as a conqueror of hearts, he 
lacks dash and virility that might 
have been injected into the role. 

Photography by Sol Polito and W. 
Howard Greene is of exceptional 
quality. Picture is first to be re- 
leased using the new fast Techni- 
color negative, and improved pro- 
cessing methods recently developed in 
the.color laboratory. In all technical 
depariments, picture has received 
topnotch investiture, 


the new entertainment industry. 
Cummings keeps the running ac- 
count in a light and humorous vein. 

The playing of it is up to the par 
of the production. Miss Faye brings 
looks and earnestness to a part that 
always is on the borderline of in- 
credulity. Ameche is convincing, and 
J. Edward Bromberg gets the most 
from a sympathetic character part. 
Alan Curtis and Stuart Erwin have 
less to do and do it well. 

Film has abundance of novelty and 
will be a strong contender in the 
early season lineup of attractions 
with draught. Flin. 


Bouquet for Bucquet 


Metro signed Harold S. Bucquet 
to a new contract as director. 

Currently he is piloting ‘The Secret 
of Dr. Kildare,’ co-starring Lionel 
| Barrymore and Lew Ayres. 


cstic young director, played by Don | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB). 
Bette Davis in a distinguished 
performance opposite Errol 
Flynn. Top grosser. 

‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th). 
New version of the story of films 
and the people who made them 
in the silent days. Surefire. 

‘Intermezzo’ (Selznick - UA). 
Fine production showcasing In- 
grid Bergman as potential top- 
flight star. 

‘Eternally Yours’ (Wanger- 
UA). Loretta Ycung-David Niven 
starrer that will have to depend 
on the name power to get it by. 

‘Rio’ (U). Romantic adventure 
film with Rathbone, McLaglen, 
Sigrid Gurie, okay top dualer. 

‘Three Sons’ (RKO). Remake 
of ‘Sweepings’ fails to impress. 
Heavy drama and _ slated for 
,ower dual brackets. 

‘A Woman Is the Judge’ (Col). 
Courtroom drama; strong dualer. 

‘The Challenge’ (F.A.). Brit- 
ish-made adventure thriller, 
mostly for duals. 


INTERMEZZO 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Artists release of Selznick-Inter- 
national production; David O. Selznick, 
producer; Leslie Howard, associate’ pro- 
ducer. Stars Leslie Howard; features In- 
grid Bergman, Edna Best, John Halliday. 
Directed by Gregory Ratoff. Screenplay by 
George O'Neil, based on story by Gosta 
Stevens and Gustav Molander; camera, 
Gregg Toland; supervising film editor, Hal 
Cc. Kern; editor, Francis D. Lyon; special 
effects, Jack Cosgrove; musical direction, 
Lou Forbes; asst. director, Walter Mayo. 
Previewed at Westwood Village, Sept. 26, 
‘39. Running time, 70 MINS. 

Holger Brandt... .. Leslie Howard 


United 


Anita Bergman 
Thomas Stenborg...........-John Halliday 
Charles Moler....... Kellaway 
Greta Stenborg...... Enid Bennett 
Eleanor Wesselhoeft 

‘Intermezzo’ is an American re- 


make of a picture turned out three 
years ago in Sweden which Gustav 
Molander directed, with Ingrid Berg- 
man in the femme lead. When David 
Selznick tabbed Miss Bergman as 
starring material, he purchased the 
film rights for a remake, and signed 
her for her original role. 

Story structure Is a love triangle 
involving a famed concert violinist 
and a young girl pianist, but the ro- 
mance lacks persuasiveness. It is 
unsympathetic in its setup, the girl 
continually trying to run away from 
it all, and the music master deserting 
his wife and two small children. 

‘Intermezzo’ is strictly adult fare, 
and main attraction will be for the 
women. Not too strong in its ap- 
peal, picture will go through the top 
deluxers for moderate biz, tapering 
off when it hits the family houses. 

Seemingly dubious about the title, 
it’s full tag is ‘Intermezzo, a Love 
Story,’ latter phrase used as a sub- 
billing to circumvent any idea that 
it‘s an operatic film. 

Picture is productionally fine in all 
departments, highlighted by smooth- 
flowing direction by Gregory Ratoff, 
and excellent photography by Gregg 
Toland. Class audiences will catch 
the artistic and technical merits of 
the production. 

Leslie Howard, who functions as 
star and = associate producer, is 
eclipsed by Miss Bergman. Latter is 
| beautiful, talented and convincing, 
|providing an arresting performance 
and a warm personality that intro- 
duces a new siellar asset to Holly- 
| wood. She has charm, sincerity and 


an infectious vivaciousness that will | 


serve her well in both drama and 
comedy. 

Howard is satisfactory in the role 
'of the music master who takes a 
brief fiing at romance. Best in sup- 
;port are the two youngsters, Ann 
|Todd and Eric Brandt. Former is 
| cute and appealing as the daughter 
finally responsible in attracting the 
|}maestro back to his fireside. Edna 
| Best is adequate as the wife, while 
| John Halliday is capable in brief ap- 
pearances as Howard’s accompanist 
and friend. Little Maria Flynn 
catches attention as a youngster at 
the Riviera resort. 

Returning to his home in Sweden 
from an American concert tour, 
Howard and Miss Bergman fall in 
love. Musically talented, Miss Berg- 
man is teaching Ann Todd the piano. 
Realizing her unhappy position, girl 
tries to run away, but Howard per- 
suades her to go on his tour as ac- 
companist. From there the love af- 
fair winds up in a vacation on the 
Riviera, with the girl finally giving 
up the interlude to continue her 
studies. Howard, attracted home to 
see his daughter, finds that an auto 
accident to the latter reunites him 
with the family. ° 

Picture unwinds at a_ liesurely 
pace, without theatrics of too great 
intensity in the romantic passages. 
Major shortcoming of the picture is 
its lack of punch and conviction in 
sequences where such _ essentials 
seem necessary. 

Musical score is particularly im- 
pressive. and will gain critical at- 


tention. Violin and piano playing 
by Howard and Miss Bergman 1s 
skillful dubbing presumably al- 
though Howard's fingering seems 
rofessional, and same is true of Miss 
technique at the piano. 


ETERNALLY YOURS 


United Artists release (Walter Wanger) of 
Loretta 


Tay Garnett production. Stars 
Young and David Niven; fentures Hugh 
Herbert, Billie Burke, C. Aubrey Smith, 


Directed by Tay Garnett. Screenplay, Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker; additional dia- 


log. John Meehan; music, Werner Janssen; 
editor, Dorothy Spencer; camera, Merritt 
Gerstad and Ray Binger. Reviewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. 29, °39. 
Running time, 99 MINS. 

Niven 
Bishop Hubert Peabody...C. Aubrey Smith 
Lola De Vere. Virginia Field 
Don Broderick Crawford 
Mra. Zasu Pitts 
Morrissey...... ..- Ralph Graves 
Moore 
Captain Vickers....... ... Leyland Hodgson 
Herman, the Rabbit............ By Himself 
Master of Ceremonies......... red Keating 
Stage Manager...... rT Billy Wayne 
Edwin Stanley 
Housekceper....... Mary Field 
Granville Bates 


Since the ornateness of tinsel and 
foil inevitably wears off, it’s quite 


find itself tottering after 99 minutes. 


assets for an excellent film, but the 
boxoffice potency of Loretta Young 
and David Niven will have to be 
the selling power. 

Niven is the Great Arturo, master 
prestidigitator and charmer of wo- 
men, who meets Miss Young at one 
of his special matinees, woos and, 
just like that, marries her, leaving 
her socialite fiance (Broderick Craw- 
ford) in the cold. 

It wasn’t because Arturo came 
home from rendezvous with un- 
named women, lipstick besmearing 
his collar, by the way, that incited 
Miss Young to leave him in South 
America during their tour. That 
she could understand, since’ she 
knew he really loved her. But, 
she saw, this knocking about 
the world wasn't getting her a 
thatched cottage in Connecticut. So 
she ups and quits him, gets a divorce 
and returns to the old _ reliable 
(Crawford). All of which, of course, 
is one way for a woman to get her 
thatched cottage ultimately. 

There are some absurdities in 
which Hugh Herbert is involved, as 
Niven’s valet, which tend to give the 
film some questionable comedy. 

Tay Garnett’s direction is skillful, 
at times enabling situations ap- 
proaching the ridiculous to assume 
somewhat of an authenticity. He also 
handles a minor characterization. 

Miss Young and Niven are excel- 
lent, and only through their ability 
are they able to remain untouched. 
The excellent support is headed by 
Herbert, ZaSu Pitts, Crawford, Ray- 
mond Walburn, C. Aubrey Smith 
and Virginia Field. 


RIO 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal production und release. Stars 
Busil Rathbone, Victor MecLaglen. Sigrid 
Gurie;s features Robert Cummings, Directed 
by John Brahm, Screenplay by Stephen 
Morehouse Avery, Frank Partos, 
Justus Mayer and Aben Kandel from origi- 


of romance 
should stand 


mer with a blend 
,adventure and it 
| satisfactorily as 
| most situations. 
fare sluggish at 


up 


D times, but for the 

most part it moves at a good clip. 
Story is of an audacious French 
| financier, Basil Rathbone. sent to a 
|penal colony after causing wide- 
|spread banking collapses by forg# 
ing bonds. His personal secretary 
and friend, Victor McLaglen, 
wife, Sigrid Gurie, go to Rio to be 
near him and aid in his escape. Miss 


Robert Cummings, an American en- 
gineer, and when Rathbone finally 
gets to his wife finds he has lost 
her. He is killed by McLaglen in 
a scuffle over a pistol which he is 
aiming at Cummings. 

Yarn is of a made-to-order vari- 
ety for Rathbone, giving him excel- 
lent opportunity to exhibit his 
unique ability of playing at the same 
time sympathetic and unsympathet- 
ic parts. Despite his cruel coldness, 
which goes so far as murdering his 
partner in escape from prison, he 
— considerable feeling for him- 
self. 

McLaglen is excellent as his stooge 
before he goes to jail and the guard- 
ian of his wife while he is away. 
|The loved shooting his 


Edwin | 


It has most of the productional ! 


master at the end to preserve the 
happiness of Miss Gurie is a nice 
touch. 

Miss Gurie is given plenty of op- 
portunity to perform. There are 
all sorts of posed shots to bring out 
her beauty and she has two songs, 
Despite all, she doesn’t stand out, 
turning in a good but not brilliant 
performance. Both of her vocal 
numbers have an excellent chance, 
but ‘Love Opened My Eyes’ and 
‘Heart of Mine’ are rendered only 
so-so by Miss Gurie. Cummings is 
given a hefty role in this, but also 
fares mildly. Leo Carillo, in the 
minor part of a bistro proprietor, 
registers neatly. Sprinkling of com- 
edy was left almost entirely to 
Henry Armetta. Herb. 


THREE SONS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 25. 


RKO release of Robert Sisk production, 
Directed by Jack Hively. Screenplay by 
John ‘Twist, trom novel ‘Sweepings’ by 
Lester Cohen; camera, Russell Metty; edi- 
tor, Theron Warth; asst. director, James 
Anderson, Previewed at Pantages, Sept. 25, 
‘39. Running time, 70 MINS, 


Abigail Pardway... 


Bromberg 
Katharine Alexander 


Virginia Vale 
Bert Pardway...... Robert Stanton 
sas Grady Sutton 
Thoebe's Husband.......- Alexander D'Arcy 


This is a remake of ‘Sweepings,’ 


| originally turned out six years 
natural that ‘Eternally Yours’ should | 


by RKO with Lionel Barrymore and 
Gregory Ratocff. At that time, it 
was a weak entry and the current 
version is no improvement over the 


original. Under John Cromwell's 
direction, Lionel Barrymore pro- 
vided an interesting characteriza- 


tion study, but here those advan- 
tages are lacking. It’s dual fodder. 

Story never clearly lines its aims 
for audience sympathy. At times, 
seems like the father is getting a 
raw deal from his sons and daugh- 
ters, then again motivation seems to 
be reverse. As result, it’s 
rather confusing and far from en- 
tertainment. 

Story starts immediately after the 
Chicago fire, and covers a span of 
years. Edward Ellis establishes a 
store, and watches it grow into a big 
enterprise. When his three sons 
grow up, he fails to enlist their in- 
terest in the business, and finally 
gives each stock of the firm in a 


| last attempt to have family manage- 


ment continue after his death. Sons 
soon sell the stock to continue their 
high living, except the youngest. 

Picture is slow and draggy, never 
catching audience attention. It's 
handicapped by too stolid direction. 
Ellis does as well as can be expect- 
ed with material provided, with J. 
Edward Bromberg getting whatever 
sympathy might be aroused as the 
manager responsible for the store’s 
success. 

Virginia Vale and Robert Stanton, 
selections from the second Lasky 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ talent broad- 
casts, are cast as Ellis’ children. 
Former sings a Straus: waltz in a 
Vienna beer garden while touring 
Europe, and Stanton song-plugs a 
ragtime tune, ‘Tootin’ Down to Ten- 
nessee’ in the music department. 
Both are brief and not impressive. 

Jack Hively, film cutter with RKO 
for several years, directed. As 
script is set up, assignment would 
be a difficult one for any topranker 
to get more than an ordinary pro- 


grammer out of it. Picture is de- 
void of selling names in cast, and 
/was turned out on a moderate bud- 
| nal story by Jean Negulesco; camera, Hal vet 

Mohr; editor, Phil Cahn; musical director, | &~"* 

Charles Previn; songs. Jimmie MeHuch, 

Frank Skinner, Ralph Freed. Reviewed in 

Projection Room, N. 4 Sept. 27, ’39. 

A Woman Is the Judge 
Paul Basil Rathbone Columbia production and release. Wea- 
Dirk..... Victor MeLaslen | tures Frieda Inescort, Otto Kruger, Rochelle 
gall Gurle | tiudson. Directed by Nick Grinde, Orige 
( inal Screenplay by Karl Brown; asst. di- 
#0 Carrillo | nectar “Cartar: aditor wr obine 
Irving Bacon | Fecter, Milton Carter; editor, Byron Robin 
Old Moscovich | 


Universal has here a fair program- | 
and | 


a top dualler in | 
Direction and story | 


,; son; musical director, M. W. Stoloff; came 
era, Benjamin Kline. At Criterion, N. Y., 
week Sept. 27, ‘39. Running time, ¢L 
MIAS. 
Steven Otio Kruger 
Justine West.....cc.- Rochelle Hudsen 
Robert Gordon Oliver 
| Garper acces Walter Fenner 
Bentley Hewlett 


and | tk 
ries 


Gurie meanwhile falls in love with | 


Nearly two years ago Frieda Ines- 
cort played a role similar to that of 
the femme barrister in ‘A Woman Is 
the Judge.’ Present production car- 
more appeal than ‘Portia on 
Trial,’ the earlier film, because it 
benefits from Nick Grinde’s deft di- 


'rection and several strong support- 


ing performances. Picture looks 
destined to get the most coin from 
dual setups, and is trimmed to fit 


| into such combos. It’s red-corpuscled 


fare for the double-bill spots. 

Plot is the all-too familiar one 
concerning the missing daughter who 
bobs up after nearly 20 years in a 
jam with the law. In this yarn the 
offspring is being tried for murder 
because of an accidental shooting 
that occurred when the daughter 
was trying to protect her mother’s 
honor. Slightly new twist is that up 
until she discovers her long-lost 
child’s identity, the parent had been 
serving as judge at the trial. When 
she finds out. she steps down, after 

(Continued on page 47) 


| 
— 
| | 
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VARIETY 13 


“ON YOUR TOES” 


with 


EDDIE ALBERT 
ALAN HALE- FRANK McHUGH 


Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 
Screen Play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay 
Adaptation by Sig Herzig and Lawrence Riley Based 
on the Musical Play by RICHARD RODGERS. 
LORENZ HART and GEORGE ABBOTT 
A First National Picture 


Who 


They’ve previewed ‘ON YOUR TOES’ 
and mama! -that Zorina! If ‘The Old 
Maid’ made you happy this’ll make 
you turn handsprings! It’s a Warner 
biggie — looks like THE biggest! 


More about it later...a /ot more! 


; 
| 4 
| 
| 
| 
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VARIETY 


starring 


RATHBONE vcror MCLAGLEN 


with SIGRID GURIE » RORERT CUMMINGS - LEO CARRILLO 
Directed by John Brahm 


VERSION! 


BEACKED PLOTTER 
EAYMONSTER 


IN SILKS!” 


starring 


BASIL RATHBONE 


vith BORIS KARLOFF 
BARBARA O'NEIL*IAN HUNTER 
NAN GREY « VINCENT PRICE 


a 
ROWLAND V. LES 


production 


FOR RELEASE 


ALL QUIET 


* Uncensored by War or Military Authorities! 


—All Quiet” does five times 
test run at St. Louis Theatre! — 


*'Geared to score 


at b.o.!”’ 
—Film Daily 


Power to 
draw at box- 
office!’’—M. P. Daily 


15 
— 
\ HISTORY DUBBED @ 
| | | 
| 
gross in | 
Detroit—‘‘More timely today than when it 
copped Academy Award’ —Detroit Free Press 
| For Your Money! | | 
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Berlin Blackouts Hit Theatre BOs: 


Wintergarten Reflects Retrenchment 


-ROXY, N. Y. 


| James Evans, Pauline Alpert, 
Wally & Verdyn Stapleton, Lowe, 
Hite & Stanley, Gae Foster Girls 
(24), Paul Ash house orch; ‘Here I 
Am a Stranger’ (20th), reviewed in 
| Variety Sept. 26. 


+ 
Moon’ and band’s recent recording,’ 
‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ In latter a trio 
of bovs from the band. The Three 
Strikes, step up to the mike for a bit 
of harmonizing to nice returns. 
Busse m.c.s. well, does a couple of 
solos on the trumpet, nicely received, 


Berlin, Sept. 10. 
With war having cast its shadow 
over Berlin, with its ensuing black- 
outs, it's small wonder that local 
denizens are loathe to venture into 
the pitch darkness in search of 
amusement. Besides this, public 
conveyance service has become so rangement of ‘When Day is Done’ 
heftily restricted that the risk of not that. brings strong hand patter. In 
being able to get home again crimps 4)5- jumber, he solos, along with his 
the whole joy of stepping out. Folks Jo catict. Billy Sherman, the boys in 

are now more apt to seek a little the band glee clubbing in accomp. 
solace in the local beer joint around |“ pj ict straight act is the Sinclair 
the corner, from where they will be | Sisters. tapsters, Nice looking and 
able to make a quick dive into the smart appearing, gals go through two 


close. Sextet of lads 
vocal, followed by smooth taps. Then 
an impression of dancing robots, em- 
ploving a modernistic ballet tech- 
nique, rings bell solidly for the 
finish. Biz okay. Burm, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 30. 
The Three Flames, Monahan & 


home cellar if an air-raid alarm is snappy unison routines, one in 
sounded. rhumba_ time.  Intersperse their 
The following vaude bill, at the work with challenge stuff to click 
Wintergarten, is short on payroll handily. Sherman, new to_ the 
and consistent with the type of re- band, then sells ‘Comes Love,’ ‘Over 
trenchment show biz is undergoing the Rainbow’ and ‘Man and His 
throughout the Reich. te Park 
zets e start with the Spotted net to closing is Parkya- 
femme , karkus (New Acts). Clicks with his 
combo. Stunts all done on pyra- surefire Greek dialectics. — 
mided tables, with chairs as steps. Sullivan, colored songstress of swing, 
On the ascent handstands on the sells herself to the hilt with ‘Lamp 
tables are alternated with head- is Low,’ ‘Jackie Boy’ and ‘Loch 
stands on the chairs, The same done Lomond. Encores with ‘Annie 
backwards clicks big. The act goes Laurie’ and for a begoff speech tells 
into an effective finish with the three audience that she has no other songs 
guys wrapped in one doing a roll- , rehearsed. t t 
off the props. In the deuce are | Ducky Young, trumpeter, steps ou 
Monty & Co., two gals and a dead- from the band for a bit of comedy 
pan guy on unicycles. Latter’s and _instrumentalizing, having the 
valiant attempt at humor is no dice. aud begging for more. Band finales 
One dame does shoulder-stand and with ‘Begin the Beguine. Eck. 
hoop-tossing with partner on giant | Sesto 
uni. 
Follower is the Hungarian imita- HIPP, BALTO 
tor, Garrick, running the gamut 
from elephants to turtledoves and | Baltimore, Oct. 1. 
winding up aping a locomotive, the Goodrich & Nelson, 3 Randall Sis- 
last word in no-shakes. Next are the ters) Gene Sheldon, Debonairs (6), 
4 Castons with trampoline offerings | ppil Lampkin house orch (14); ‘Fifth 
way below par, giving way to the avenue Girl’ (RKO). 
Mabel Rose Sisters, ballroom unit. 
After shedding tulle evening togs, Pleasing layout this, highlighted by 
they get down to their business of phi] Lampkin, guest conducting the 
strong-arm acros. Brunet looker, ,ugmented house orch elevated to 
blindfolded, hoists blonde partner stage. Nicely selected standards 
onto shoulders, latter goes into head- merge into smooth setup, with 
stand while the dark gal steps Lampkin handling m.c. stint also. 
blithely onto table. After indulging Goodrich and Nelson, easy-work- 
in a bit of ring juggling, they jng hand balancers, open strongly, 
descend to the tune of plenty palm- selling showmanly lifts which build 
smacking. Next, the blonde gets to solid response, setting spot for the 
toted up a ladder, again on partner's 3 Randall Sisters in the deuce. Nice 
coco, this time going into a one-foot 
stand, other gam held in high-kick over skillful arrangements of ‘Caro- 
posish, They look effective in black lina in Morning,’ ‘Big Boy Blue’ and 
velvet tights and sequins and pick a hillbilly potpourri wrapped around 
up a lagging bill which goes for theme of ‘When Paw was Courtin’ 
another sag with the following turn, Maw,’ all solidly sold earning en- 
Paul Raak, billed as the eccentric eore and begoff. : 
jockey. With one leg around his | Special arrangement by orch, ‘A 
neck, he skips rope on the back of | Friml Fantasy,’ follows, with Lamp- 
his wooden steed. A high-powered kin getting maximum results from 
contortionist with unfortunate per- his 
sonality and thumbs-down humor. in for an interlude of muted trum- 
The Chilean headliner, Rosita peting as well, in the groove and 
Serrano, who has been garnering | adroitly spotted. Gene Sheldon then 
herself something of a rep around ties up matters solidly with his dead- 
here for the last year through radio pan clowning and banjo whacking. 
and records, opens at the mike up- Comedy panto utilizing femme foil 
stage, where she does a Spanish goes over big. Expert sense of tim- 
vocal and is much too long about it. ing and session of legit banjoing are 
Towards end of chirp she comes to | surefire, enthusiastically received at 
the foots, delivers a second warble | show caught 
plus whistling and exits to milked Debonairs 
applause. Almut Dorowa, of the | 
Sabine Ress ballet, fills in with a 
&ypsy terp of little consequence and 
then Miss Serrano is back, this time 
with pop German ditties, which are 
much more her speed. 
Second bracket opens with Ise 
and Melitta doing dental twirls on 
the hanging perch. They are re- 
placed by 2 Christys and Marion, a 
dusky senorita whose ozone splits 
are the nertz. Held by single gam 
and arm, she is kept in rapid-fire 


swings in contrary rotation by Morris, Chick & Lee, Novaline 
sailor partners. Combo takes home Payne, Don Harris, Glamour Girls 
the bacon. line, Jack Wendover’s house orch; 


‘Adventures 
(20-Fox). 


High spot is the lightning juggler, of Sherlock Holmes’ 
L. U. F. Ray, in next to closing. With 
glib chatter and tempo galore, he 
gets two tables, a chair and stack 
of plates going at top speed. Socko 
showmanship is glommed the 
stunt with four umbrellas, one bal- 
anced on forehead, the others at 


‘Hawaiian Revue’ is label of this 
weck’s show with the opening by the 
line adhering to the label, routine 
being a grass skirt number. Follow- 
ing is Don Harris, who introduces 


work. Nifty biz of maneuvering — 
vertical parasol from shoulder to wo males ro 


and toss gal around and use costumes 
and lighting for unusual effects. 
Song solo by Novaline Page, ‘After 
You've Gone,’ is done nicely. Mona- 
han and Morris hammer a xylophone 
together and then gal gives way to 
meagre returns. air. works t e noveily angle, 
putting mallets on his feet to pound 
* Out a tune, later using four mallets 


STATE, HARTFORD Hands and pair on his feet. 


Line again contributes and adds to 
Hartford, Oct. 1. 


the atmosphere of show to ‘Hawaiian 
Moonlight’, Harris follows with his 
Henry Busse Orch, with Billy *'%5'"8 of “Moon Love’ and encores 
Sherman, Ducky Young, Three “ih ‘Little Grass Shack.’ 
Strikes, Sinclair Sisters (2), Maxine 
Sullivan, Parkyakarkus, Sam Kaplan 


Closing spot is given to Chick and 
Lee with their imitations, guitar and 
house band; ‘Flight at Midnight’ 
(Rep). 


chin, mouth, nose and up to cranium 
garners him the laurels. Bill folds 
up mournfully with the Sabine Ress 
Ballet in the closing niche. Sans 
pulchritude, originality, charm or 
what-have-you, the line cavorts 


mouth-harp playing and some nov- 
elty sound effects. 
pears bit new to this stage and while 


snappy, does not complete] jell. 
Trio of names, Henry Busse-Max-. Imitations of political 


ine Sullivan-Parkayakarkus, prove creditable, but this work. along wi 
to be a triple nifty at the b.o. this their music, sound pola hil 
sesh. It’s 58 minutes of smooth show. biliving, can stand smoothing 
Opens with Busse crew theming Glamour Girls add a tom-tom and 
out with ‘Hot Lips,’ with the leader sarong number to the vocal of Miss 
on the trumpet. Maestro then Payne and the show winds up in 45 
batons a medley of songs, including minutes, shorter and snappier than 
‘Go Fly a Kite,’ ‘Oh, You Crazy usual, Quin, 


and has on tap a superb band ar- | 


appearing harmony vocalists whack | 


workmanlike combo and pitching | 


wearing tails and toppers open with | 


Lads, work ap- | 


| There’s no b.o. play in the current 

Roxy stage show, nor is there much 
inspiration. It's a minor variety bill 
;that runs the gamut of quietude in 
'48 minutes, clearly reflecting its low 
‘cost. 
| It starts slow with a long, drawn- 
out off stage speech about the polka 
and winds up at almost a complete 
‘standstill when the Gae Foster girls 
lessay a balancing feat on ladders. 
| Nor is there a spark in between, un- 
‘less it’s the average hoofing of Wally 
‘and Verdyn Stapleton, mixed team 
'familiar to Roxy audiences. 
| Following the polka, as done in 
| grandma's time and then swung by 
the Foster Girls, comes James Evans’ 
'risley juggling. It’s a nice novelty, 
naturally siow, and Pauline 
| Alpert (New Acts), radio pianist, is 
,no pickup with her polite ivory- 
'tickling. The Foster girls work into 
'this with a veil routine which fur- 
ther proves that they are not ballet 
dancers, besides keeping the pace to 
'a slow shuffle. 

The Stapletons’ first dancing bit 
segues into the ballet, and then 
Lowe, Hite and Stanley, whose forte 
‘is their physical picture (dwarf, 
medium-sized and giant gents), hold 
‘forth. They manage to get a few 
‘laughs via the contrasts in_ size, 
'knockabout and dancing, but they’re 
‘not a ball of fire so far as speed is 
concerned. Finale is a schoolhouse 
scene, entailing another story-dance 
by the Stapletons and the Foster 
girls on the ladders. 

Ladder bit is another of Gae Fos- 
ter’s novelties, but not nearly as 
strong as the bicycle, roller-skates 
and large rubberball routines. Too 
'many of the girls are continuously 
falling and breaking up formations 
to make it effective. In the opening 
polka, however, the Fosterettes 
acquit themselves nicely at the finish 
with fine precision work, although 
| they find it difficult to keep in line 
previous formations. Costuming 
is very nice for a change. 

Biz Friday night (29) was light. 

Scho. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 29. 
Eddie Cantor, Bert Gordon, Sidney 
| Fields, Leni Lynn, Fairchild & Car- 
/roll, Joyce Hunter, Stuart Morgan 
| Dancers (4), Norma Shea, Max 
| Adkins orch (16); ‘These Glamour 
Girls’ (MG). 


| For its first stage show in more 
,than four months, this WB deluxer 
| has picked a natural in Eddie 
; Cantor. 
a crack unit, saucer-eyed comic is 
also the best advertisement the Stan- 
|ley could have snatched to herald 
up and down customers’ row that 
|house’s flesh policy is back to stay. 
| He'll lure ’em in droves and they'll 
say it’s vaude at its best, in the old 
Palace tradition. 


|and then Sidney Fields. ‘Mr. Guffy’ 
| of the radio, comes on for his string 
| of insults, all geared to heavy laughs 
|}and a giggle-laden five minutes that 
| sets the pace for the hour show. For 
a stage wait, Norma Shea, cute local 
| youngster, whom one of comedian’s 


}agents picked up a couple of days | 


| ago, trips on for a fast tap that 
| stands up all right even in such dis- 
| tinguished company. Gal’s encore 
| was not so hot but that was yanked 
after first show and she’s doing all 
|right for herself now. 

| Edgar Fairchild, who conducts 
| house orchestra for Cantor, steps out 
of pit for some slick pianologs with 
his keyboard partner, Adam Carroll, 
which is unfortunately limited to 
}one number, and then they accom- 
pany Cantor while he swings into 
| several of the tunes he helped make 
prominent, including ‘Margie’ and 
‘If You Knew Susie,’ with all the 
hand-clapping, jumping mannerisms 
,;of the Cantor of old. That sets the 
stage for Bert Gordon, the ‘Mad 
Russian’ and the two-act mops up. 
Gordon's manslaughter of the English 
language especially socko. Then 
Joyce Hunter, a statuesque brunet 
and a looker, comes on and _ she 
stooges patiently for some. swell 
crossfire between Cantor and Gordon. 
She then goes into a song, when 
Cantor takes over with her himself. 
Fo the end, Fields and Gordon come 
back to carry Cantor off in a wheel- 
chair, a tribute to Miss Hunter's s.a. 


although the audience is aware of | 


/Same the minute she steps out. 

| A featured spot is reserved for 
| 13-year-old Leni Lynn (New Acts), 
| sereen singing moppet whom Cantor 
|is heralding as another Deanna Dur- 
| bin. Stuart Morgan Dancers still 
| have one of the best adagio turns 
| making the rounds these days. Three 
men and a girl take the breath away 
with their amazing indifference to 
the law of gravity, and some of 
group's stunts are as thrilling as any- 
thing this side of a trick aviation 


| 


In addition to dishing out | 


-— Mob brought them back re- 
satedly for bows at this show, 
Cantor comes back at the finish 

for a few well-timed remarks on 

Americanism, winding up with his 

‘anti-war song, ‘Let Them Keep It 

Over There,’ to still further solidify 

‘himself with the crowd. With an eye 

_to overflow, he asks customers nicely 

if they'll make room for folks wait- 

ing outside and they take it good- 
naturedly and file out. Opening show 

‘had ’em standing in the aisles and 

with Cantor scheduled for five and 
six performances daily, in addition 

'to a Sunday midnight show, he 

stands excellent chance of breaking 

ithe house record. Fact that he has 
| very little competition around town 

i should help, too. His turnover inter- 

lest, of course, is inspired by a per- 

centage split. 

Stanley this week is also intro- 
ducing new house orchestra under 
baton of Max Adkins. There are only 
six men remaining from old crew 
and present personnel has_ been 
picked with an eye to current mu- 
sical fashions rather than the class- 
ics. First overture is a swing-time 
medley designed to win new friends, 
principally those with jitterbug in- 
clinations. Cohen, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 29. 
Owen McGivney, Cinda Glenn, 
Herman Timberg with Herman Tim- 


bins Bros. 
Racketeers; 
(WB). 


& Marge; Al Gordon's 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ 


House is again alternating band 
bookings with straight vaude. This 
week’s five acts are standard, with 
no pulling power at the boxoffice, 
though the 62 minutes are passably 


entertaining. 

Show opens with Al Gordon’s 
Racketeers, dog turn which gets 
plenty of laughs. Hounds are per- 
fectly trained and their stunts win 
nice hand. Robbins Bros. and Marge 
are a standard acro dance turn. 
Boys do a series of spectacular flips 
while tapning, joined by girl who 
seemed to be suffering from ennui 
at show caught. 

Cinda Glenn does imitations of 
various glamour girls, depending on 
heavy mugging for her chuckles. 
Her Garbo, Dietrich, et al., are weak, 


but she gets some giggles with her 
contortion impression of a stewed 


deb. Owen McGivney, standard for 
years, has a quick-change act. He 
does five characters in a skit called 
‘Bill Sykes,’ with audience being 
permitted to see his lightning cos- 
tume changes. Act is good novelty. 

Herman Timberg, pere and _ son, 
close the bill with 13 minutes of gags 
and dancing. Work with Audrey 
Parker, who does a lisping comedy 
routine with Senior. Junior helps 
some with his dancing, but his gags 
are flat, especially in his imitation 
of Roosevelt. 

The entire cast comes back on 
stage to do an afterpiece burlesque 
of McGivney’s ‘Bill Sykes.’ It’s a 
natural for giggles after McGivney 
previously plays it in melodramatic 
style. 

Biz fair at third show Friday (29). 

Kiley. 


After a gag-telling session on the | 
}apron at the outset, comedian gives | 
|out with ‘Lady’s In Love With You’ | 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Sept. 29. 
| Pansy the Horse, Four Franks, 
|\Four King Sisters, Frank Gaby, John 
Boles, Maxellos; ‘Under-Pup’ (U). 


| The straight vaude this edish is 
| smartly paced for the Palace and 
|a good-will builder for John Boles, 
whose name is still strong enough 
to rate extra good business. 

| Boles has practically same reper- 
'tory he had on previous two trips 
| here, but it doesn’t matter. He’s got 
|; what most’ visiting film visitors 
| haven't, a real singing voice, a re- 
| freshing approach to vaude and an 
ingratiating personality. No glad- 
to-be-here drivel, which another 
reason why act has such zip. 

| Actor wisely lets songs do all the 
talking, and they're the kind of 
nostalgic semi-classics that will be 
timely far into the future. Power- 
|ful baritone rings them out with 
sufficient clarity to 


is 


with ‘Following the Sun Around,’ he 
wallops the operetta fans with ‘Des- 


style, ‘Waiting at the Gate for Katie,’ 
an oldie, yet done with right whimsy 
in rube get-up. He has a tough 
| time quitting. 

Jivers are also pulled in by King 


Sisters, from Artie Shaw’s broad- 
casts. It’s corking good harmonizing 


in shag-time that they do. Arrange- 
ments are as smart as their looks, 
particularly clever in ‘Mr. Paganini’ 
and swinging of a Chinese folk song. 
Frank Gaby’s back with a dressed- 
up ventriloquist turn and some new 
twists. Redheaded dummy and mid- 
get have a rowdy duel of gags for 
okay laughs, but it’s in double-voice 
tricks that Gaby takes the cake. 
Also doubles in the Maxellos’ finale 
of rapid-fire foot-juggling, lighten- 
ing it up as clowning stooge so well 
that he cops a bit of their thunder. 
Pansy the Horse makes a reliably 
,comic, house-warming standard 
| opener, 

Fine trade at opening, but rain 
on second show slowed it down. 
Pullen. 


| nearby 


| Smith. 


| swinging the classics. 
| is for the defense and Herman Reed 
| represents 


make mike a| 
needless accessory. Getting off nicely | 
| to gags. 
| laid out but execution wasn't on the 
ert Song’ and ‘Rio Rita’ in first-rate | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Gus Van, Pinky Lee, Andy Kirk 
orch, with June Richmond, Mary 
Lou Williams, Pha Terrell, Floyd 
Smith; Top Hatters; ‘Wizard of O2 
(M-G). 


A compact and much shorter-than- 
usual vaude bill accompanies ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz’ (M-G), here on second- 
run following three weeks at the 
Capitol, where it was 
propped by personal appearances of 
film names. 

Show runs but 56 minutes and is 
made up of four acts compared to 
the customary five or six. Gus Van 
is headlining, the other acts; Pinky 
Lee for comedy. the Andy Kirk band 
(colored), and The Top Hatters, skat- 
ing combination. 

Last-mentioned opens in a routine 
that is regulation in part but in- 
cludes several unorthodox tricks. A 


‘toehold by the girl in a pirouette is 


an attention-getter, while picking a 
handkerchief off the floor with the 
teeth while spinning is another. The 
closer, in which both the man and 
woman get cigs lit while in motion, 
cinches them. 

A swell No. 2 is Lee, a 12-minute 
turn of comedy and dancing. A 
three-act, Lee is assisted by an un- 
billed man and a girl, latter a looker. 
The men work as sailors and flavor 
their hoke with a little dancing. 


|Girl also terps, doing two numbers. 
berg, Jr., & Audrey Parker, Rob- | 


Biz of orchestra playing loudly as an 
interrupter of a recitation gag is 
prolonged a bit too far. 

Here before on several occasions, 
Van is again solid with his songs and 
dialectics. His Italian number, built 
around Joe DiMaggio, and _ his 
special arrangement of ‘Lazy Bones’ 
are outstanders. Number about Moe 
and the relatives who descended on 
him due to the Fair isn’t so hot. It 
could be whipped into a much bet- 
ter special, being based on a swell 
idea. 

Andy Kirk’s’ orchestra, which 
leans rather heavily on the brass, 
closes the show. Kirk carries sev- 
eral specialists, headed by June 
Richmond and Pha Terrell. Former 
is a Kate Smith type in both avoidu- 
pois and voice, doing three numbers, 
all jive. Terrell is a_ soft-voiced 
balladist, very stolid in his selling. 

Two members of the band getting 


special billing are Mary’ Lou 
| Williams, pianist, who handles the 
| band’s arrangements, and Floyd 


He does a solo on the steel 
guitar, the swingy portion of which 
is excellent. 

Kirk’s band numbers 13, including 
Miss Williams, the only gal in the 
crew. Kirk sticks closely to the con- 
ducting, playing no_ instruments 
himself. Char, 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Roy Eldridge orch (14), with 
Laurel Watson; Burnham, Harris & 
Scott, Dandridge Sisters (3), Rub- 
berneck Holmes, Kaloah, Henri Wes- 
sels, Herman Reed, George Williams, 


| Vivian Harris, Tim Moore, Joe Byrd, 


‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). 


The Apollo, as usual, ran far over- 
board—about 95 mins.—but made an 
okay impression regardless when 
caught with outside acts and house 
standbys and the Roy Eldridge crew 
(Band Reviews) contributing. — It 
was the band spot, after Eldridge 
shifts to the stage, that could have 
been cut most. Scissors, too, could 
have been applied to those usual 
house skits. 

Latter is one of the failings of the 
Apollo. Though local trade wants 
stage shows aplenty that’s no reason 
to prolong such sketches till they 
wear out their welcome. Such a lay- 
out is the opening skit here. Its 
timely, humorous and well played 
but runs past a punchy deadline. 
With George Williams as a_ judge, 
number built around swing vs. 
Henri Wessel 


is 


the prosecution, each 
demonstrating his point by warbling. 


Burnham, Harris and Scott, in tails, 
follow with little change in their 
turn since last playing here. Trio 


don’t dote on any one phase to click, 
rather hopping from songs to terps 
Terp routines are neatly 


same level when caught. Gags draw 


| laughs but could stand brushing up, 


Too, some are more fitted for niteries 
(in which the turn often works) 
than theatres. ‘Hold Tight’ and a 
tune with funny original verses are 
passable. 

Dandridge Sisters (3) and Rubber- 
neck Holmes come into the band’s 
workout for their turns. Neatly 
costumed trio are a sepian edition of 
the Andrews Sisters, being convinc- 
ing with their finale. ‘Jim Jam Jump’ 
although they didn’t impress very 
much with earlier tunes when 
caught. Holmes is standard in Har- 
lem by now. He still does terps, 
capped by the neck swivel from 
which he derives his neme. He 
works in the opener, too. Both acts 
and Kaloah are from the current 
Cotton Club show, a vaude-like filler 
between the C.C.’s usual presenta- 
tions. 

Kaloah is an_ interpretative 
dancer. working with Henri Wessel 

(Continued on page 16) 
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HISTORY DUBBED 
THIS 
BACKED PLOTTERM™ 
“A*MONSTER 
IN SILKS!” : 


starring 


BASIL RATHBONE 


vith BORIS KARLOFF 
BARBARA O'NEIL*IAN HUNTER 
NAN GREY « VINCENT PRICE 


2 


a 
ROWLAND V. LES 


production 


UNCENSORED 


VERSION! 


ALL QUIE 


‘ does five times norr 


starring “Geared to score 


bist RATHBONE « victor MCLAGLEN ons 


with SIGRID GURIE RORERT CUMMINGS LEO CARRILLO“... Power to 


draw at box- 
Directed by John Brahm Pp. Doily 


\ * 
St. Lovis—‘‘All Quiet nal ae 
: gross.in test run at St. Louis Theatre! 
Detroit—‘‘More timely today than when it 
copped Academy Award’ —Detroit Free Press ; j 
New York—‘...a smash hit...“ 
—Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News 
ing 
For Y our Money! 
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\ 


CENTURY, N. ¥. | some tricky terping and mop up with | EARLE, WASH. 


fengages in a 15-point match with } 
| Fred Willard. Starr Yelland, as an- | 
,nouncer, keeps up a running-fire de- 


their pecking. 
Sister Tharpe. who was with Callo- | 
way at the C. C., is handed the final | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 14) — of the game through the 
jn a production piece in which the | Commenting on politics and cur- 
house line also contributes some neat! rent world affairs in his scrambled 
routines. It’s a_ cold-belt 
with line girls alternately in abbre- | his usual large quoia of laughs. 
viated and ski costumes, emerging | subjects, of course, have 

for the start from an igloo-painted 
bockdrop. Kaloah and Wessel go) part. 
through a bit, slightly suggestive in The Wynn dancers are on again at 
spots, but tame to what the custom- | the close for a bit of swinging. Bis 
ers expect after Wessel bounds on- lower floor filled and balcony partly 


: lated conclusion of first 
age to join the girl, both in scanty popular ; | ) 
pod J Saturdzy night (30) performance. 


His 
been 


Tim Moore and Joe Byrd are new- ee Rees. 
comers to the comedy slot at this aa 
house, which usually roiates come- KEITH’S BOSTON 


Pair don't click as then 
contemporaries usually do. mainly | 
because of poor material. Delivery. 
too, leaves something to be des ired. | 
Song at the outset is so much filler 
while another point against the two Josephine Huston, Lewis & Ames, 
is their coldness. Customers here Six Gravs, Larry Flint House Orch; 
delivery its used to’ getting South’ (RKO), dual. 
aforementioned teams. 


Gian teams. 
Boston, Sept. 29. 
Three Chords, Dun Cummings, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Medium-grade bill hasn't got 
on its own this week. 

Three Chords, youthful male 
scat vocalists, open the show. They 


click handsomely with their imita- 


Philadelphia, Sept. 30. 


Phil Spitalny’s orch (23) with tions, vocally, of instruments. Their 
Maxine, the Three Little Words, biggest click is a series of band im- 
Evelyn June Lorraine, Midce Fel- nerconations: Lombardo, Busse, 
lowes. & Johnny McCoy; *Dancing Ciyde McCoy and Artie Shaw. The 
Co-Ed’ (M-G). finale ‘Dinah’ is also socko. Most of 


The Earle, with Phil Spitalny’s all- 
gal orch on stage, puts on a swell 
show, moving smoothly through 55 
minutes of music, impersonation | 
and comedy. The only male inter- | 
lude comes with the classy hoofing o¢ pis standard gags and a good as- 
Gaus |sortment of new ones, is standout in 
playing a fast and classical version | its puz- 
of the Second Hungarian Rhapsody. | ~ gix Grays, dance flash of five girls 
Lighting during this number is par- | ang a boy. are how around here, but 
ticularly good. This is immediately | .wel] precision work shows that 
followed with a medley of solid jive. | they've been working ‘together a 
Instrumentalists. featured are @ jong time. Routining is good. They 

with chorus terps. The boy is a 
Latter really beats it out, getting ter-  cmart tapper, blending with the girls 
rific plaudits when she started tO jn the group numbers and showing 


the instruments have been success- 
fully imitated before, but one of the 
bovs gives a very realistic impres- 
sion of a cymbal, a distinct novelty. 

Don Cummings, the rope twirler, 
in full dress, returning with some 


send at this catching. ; | very smooth, stylized hoofery in his 
Maxine, a looker in a red slinky single. 
gown, with deep throated voice.| Lewis and Ames, next-to-close, 
vocals ‘It Ain't Whatcha Do,’ backed | won an extra bow for their lowbrow 
by the Spitalny Glee Club. At this pokum patter, but had to work 
point the gals slide right from this hard to warm up the morning 
number, with its racy lyrics, to “Av€ crowd. Miss Ames is a good feeder 
Maria. for Lewis whose over-exuberance 


The ‘Three Little Words,’ from the | 
unit come in with a grand slam 
comedy interlude. doing ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka’ and ‘Tavern in Town.’ | 
Blonde of the team is especially | 
good with a drunk takeoff. 

Evelyn violins ‘You and Night and 
Music’ and ‘Deep Purple’ niftily. In | 
latter, she is joined by the other five 
fiddlers of the orch. A funny bit is 


becomes exhausting at times. Couple 
seemingly did a lot of ad-libbing on 
show caught. 

Josephine Huston, top-billed, fills 
the trey. with vocals of ‘Lady’s in 
Love, ‘Begin Beguine,” a swingy 
‘Bells of St. Mary’s’ and an encore 
of ‘Over the Rainbow.’ Miss Hus- 
ton’s voice and delivery not at its 


Se . best in the swing stuff, but she 
Spitalny’s expose of what a femme registers smartly in ‘Beguine’ and 


band rehearsal is like, with the gab- 
bing, hairpulling and heckling that’s 
supposed to go on backstage. 

June Lorraine, brunet, clicks with 
impersonations of Charles Laughton, 
Lionel Barrymore and Bette Davis. | 
Midge Fellowes, who is introduced as | 
‘someone we just auditioned last | 
night,’ proves to be hefty, shouting | 
edition of Martha Raye in a rendi- 
tion of ‘Jumping’ Jive.” Show ends 
with the band and vocalists joining 
in ‘Begin the Beguine.’ 


‘Rainbow.’ 

House band’s overture features an 
‘okay novelty excerpt from Maurice 
Ravel's ‘Bolero.’ Fox. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 29. 


Shaw & Lee, Al Samuels & Co., 
Irene Vermillion, with Four Trumpe- 


Biz big opening day. Shal. teers and Kermit Day; Benny 
- ——_ Chavez, The Martindales, Joey Rear- 
don, Al Lyons orch., ‘Hotel for 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 29. 


Vacation’ (20th), dual. 


Shaw and Lee, headlining current 


Jack Malerich’s orch (18), Maxine stage show, are logically in top spot. 
De Mars, Jack Hilliard, Patricia GOidtime vaude comics are still funny 
Wynn Dancers (12), Bennett & Dae, | although most of their material is 
Golden Pair, Coleman Clark (3), nearly moth-eaten. Pair liven up 


Senator Murphy; ‘Of Human Bond- 


age’ (RKO). any bill and their antics at opener 


(Wednesday) was no eception. Boys, 
“now located in Hollywood, make an 
ennual appearance at the Orpheum, 
and current booking is one of these. 
Another repeat turn is Irene Ver- 
million, dancer, supported by four 
femme trumpeters and Kermit Day 
at the ivories. Miss Vermillion is 
small shucks as an exotic dancer, but 
when it comes to acrobatic stuff she’s 
there aplenty. Her offering is just 
an ordinary dancing turn but 
dressed with proper showmanship so 
that it stands out and is worthwhile. 
As a prelude to main stage show, 
Joey Reardon, spotted in the pit 
with the orchestra, does some char- 
acter warbling and band instrument 
imitations that start proceedings off 
nicely. Opening act is The Martin- 
,dales, adagio pair, who perform 
quite a few dexterous routines, all 
of which were appreciated by big 
opening-matinee crowd. 


Coleman Clark, a former table- 
tennis champ, and Senator Murphy 
share headline honors on this show, 
one of the house’s best since its re- 
cent reopening. The standard house 
turns—Jack Malerich’s orchestra, the 
line of 20 girls, the Patricia Wynn 
dancers, Maxine De Mars and Jack 
Hilliard, latter pair being new singer 
and m. c., respectively—fit especially 
well into the presentation pattern 
along with the four outside acts. 

A swing arrangement of ‘See You 

in My Dreams,’ with Miss De Mars 
vocaling, put over snappily by 
Malerich’s 18 musicians, playing on 
the pit platform. Malerich also or- 
gans audience requests. 
_ Hilliard, who replaces Lew Brock, 
is personable; he introduces the acts 
and sings several numbers passably. 
The 12 Wynn dancers get the show 
off fast with a lively can-can. Ben- 
nett and Dae, boy and girl, dance 
while they wield drumsticks, utiliz- 
ing chairs along with drums. The 
boy also snaps his fingers to imitate 
tap dancing. 

Paving the way for the Golden 
Pair, man and woman balancers, the 
Wynn dancers, in ballet costume, are 
impressive in their Viennese waltz 
‘Blue Danube.’ Exceptional muscu- 
lar control is demonstrated by the 
Pair during their difficult | well executed. 

Clark has a corking act, a real | _ Shaw and Lee, with their nonsen- 
novelty that holds the interest thor- sical patter and pantomime, have 
oughly whether or not one is a de- 
votee of table tennis. Laughs and 
excitement are dished out as he per- 
forms stunts with the balls, illus- 
teatoc etraicht ond trick shots snd 


is 


some nifty card tricks and sleight of 
hand. Al Samuels, eccentric hoofer, 
is assisted by Chiquita and Andre, 
nimbie femmes who add color and 
merit. Samuels is a corking terper, 
but he should eliminate the unneces- 
Sary profanity and the thumb-to- 
,nose gesture; they have no place in 
jan otherwise good turn. Tap routine 
iby trio for finish is exceptionally 


,by the Vermillion turn. Trumpeters 


and demonstrate 
Edwa. 


costume changes, 
vroficiency. 


setting, | English, Senator Murphy registers | 


; brought up to date for the most | 


enough boxoffice potency to get by | 


| drilling. 


| chance with bad, blue patter. 


highlights 


ithe 


| the whole 
| sleight-of-hand exhibition that shows 


Women (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto Takes | 


Ben Chavez, Latin magician. does | 


'play selections while gal is making | 


‘and a 


and adds an 
| dramatic bit that might make a few 


over 


Carlos & Renee, Jones & Dale, 
Tucker & Smith, Page, Dodge 


| Page. Siems & Kay, Mary Harrison, 
‘Sweet- | 


iy Poli’s house orch 65); 
hearts of Navy’ (GN) and ‘I Was a 
Convict’ (Rep), dual. 

New lineup of this split-week 
house goes over with a bang, being 


plenty good for the 25c. top week | 


davs and 30c. top weekends. Biz 
still is only so-so, despite bargain 
lineup which includes two features 
and newsreel. House orch, which 


! works on stage, is down to five men, 
originally being seven with Hy Poli | 


billed as maestro ‘(at piano). Maurice 
Shaw had been at the helm. 

Tendency of several acts to kid 
about agents and their (the acts’) 
precarious existence is in question- 
able taste. It certainly doesn’t help 
vaudeville and is lost on the audi- 
ence. Lineup includes two excel- 
lent turns, one first-rate try, two 
weakies and one mighty sad effort. 

Carlos and Renee, brunet looker 
and Latinesque male, open and close, 
finaling the show with a tango. Their 
waltz, rhumba and tango show nice 
They don’t attempt very 
difficult feats but do the standards 
well. While rhumba is too tame, the 
pair possess the groundwork for an 
acceptable turn. 

Jones and Dale clutter up their 
The 
youth is talented with the guitar and 


_clarinet-sax, while both are fair soft- 
| shoe 
and rough stuff go well here al- 


steppers. Male’s hard work 
though duo seem to cry for whole- 
sale rearranging and pruning. 
Page, Dodge and Page, 
appearing lads, have a 
pattern similar to that of the Ritz 
and Slate Bros. All three have a 
fair sense of comedy, as indicated by 
their fan dance clowning. Latter 
and is really a_ howl. 
Fundamentally hoofers, they have 
the right idea in going in for snappy 
patter. Part of it needed rehearsing 
at show caught and the elimination 


of so much pushing around and 
mugging. 


Show's real treat is the work of 
Tucker-Smith combo. Al 
Tucker, fiddler, a vet on the boards, 
has Smith at the piano. Tucker does 
much with a violin; those neat come- 
dy talk interruptions by him are as 
funny as ever. Smith holds up his 
end well with slick ivory manipula- 
tion. Act is tops on this bill by a 
mile. 

Siems and Kay, former virtually 
show, offer a_ strong 


some production class. Siems, an 
oldtimer with this sort of stuff, does 
a series of coin and card tricks, then 
goes into the paper-cutting stunt, 
disappearing umbrella and capping 
it with a shower of flowers. Kay, 
pretty miss with a southern accent, 
is a first-rate foil, doing a couple of 
nifties herself. However, her talk 
needs brightening. 

Mary Harrison, blues singer, also 
‘Lady Be Good,’ ‘I’ve Got Rhythm,’ 
‘I'm Sorry tor Myself’ and ‘I Poured 
My Heart.’ Her fault lies 
much saimeness of delivery, but she 
indicates good possibilities should 
her mike deportment also be ad- 
justed. Wear. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Cub Calloway orch with Cozy 
Cole, Sister Tharpe, Three Chocola- 


teers, Mixed Daucing Chorus (6); | 
‘S.O.S. Tidal Wave’ (Rep). 
Flatbush. one of the rour vaude 


houses in the New York Brandt cir- 
cuit, comes through this sesh with 
its third click 
policy. It’s strictly Negro, with the 
Cab Calloway crew being backed 
up by a mixed dancing sextet, Sister 
Tharpe and the Three Chocolateers, 
comedy dancers. Standee crowd 
lapped it up when caught opening 
night «Thursday ). 

Calloway carries the heavy end of 
the 61-minute performance and that’s 
all right, the band leader being a 
top showman and entertainer and 
presenting a crew that musically is 


at a peak. 


solid arrangements, interspersed with 
some solo tymp work by Cozy Cole 
jam interlude by a quartet 
from the band. Latter includes bass, 
guitar, drum and sax and beats out 
some nifty bits. 


Calloway capably handles the m.c. | 


reins, turns in considerable vocaliz- 
interesting semi- 


Fiatbush mothers scratch their heads 
their children’s seeing it, but 
will probably get by without trouble. 
Its a scene in a coke joint, with 
| bunks in the background in which 
| habitues are smoking pipes. Callo- 
| way, down front, gives an exceed- 
‘ingly realistic impression of a coker 
and sings ‘Ghost of Smoky Joe.’ It’s 
_a sequel to ‘Minnie the Moocher’ and 


next to closing spot. Show is closed | was a production bit at the N. Y. 


| Cotton Club. 

Three Chocolateers, going through 
@ variety of comic antics in misfit 
Lelothes, get. aver well Trio offers 


youthful | 
turn on a! 


in too! 


show under the new | 


The outfit, made up of | 
four rhythmmen, six brass and five | 
saxes, gets over a fiock of neat and | 


| spot before the reprise, which brings 
the whole gang back to the stage. 
She warbles a couple straight and a 
couple tricky novelty tunes to her 
guitar accompaniment. Al- 
though her fingerwork on string-box 
is first-rate, she'd do much better if 
| restricting herself more to her orig- 
| inal forte. spirituals in swing. There 
,is none of this type number in her 
| repertory now. Inclusion of several 
of the spirituals would give her 
| something definite to sell in theatres. 
She clicks most strongly with 

|novelty tagged ‘Hot Dog. That Made 


|Him Mad’, in which the audience | 


participates on the refrain. 

Mixed terp chorus makes one ap- 
pearance on its own, being used gen- 
erally only for incidental back- 
ground. It’s a capable and nicely 
dressed group. Devil dance solo is 
done by an unbilled gal in black 
tights. It turns out to be a contor- 
tionist bit, good in its sphere but not 
of top aesthetic appeal. Herb. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 30. 
Three Sparks, Renee DeJannette, 
Embassy Boys (4), Bill Baird, Betty 
| Lee, Radio Ramblers (3), 
| Bros. & Rita; ‘Man They Couldn't 
| Hang’ ‘Col). 


Seven acts without a headliner 
add up to plenty of variety enter- 
tainment, both good and bad, with 
indications for a_ satisfactory box 
office session. The nameless show 
points up mostly that the house is 


speaks well for the policy and the 
theatre. 

Flock of new 
Renee DeJanneite 
possibilities for better things. Em- 
bassy Boys (4) ‘(New Acts) looks 
like an outgrowth of cafe strollerism. 
This turn is not to be confused with 
a vet turn of the same name, but 
with a personnel of seven, which 
appeared in Variety's New Act files 
|in January, 1932, though there is a 
similarity in routine. 

Bill Baird (New Acts) 
and up-and-coming  prestidigitator. 
Betty Lee is a neat little xvlophonist. 
Bangs both pop and classical stuff. 
Three Sparks open the show with 
| Sunes hoofology. Work fast and 
hard, selling mostly by perspiration 
rather than agility. 

Smart salesmen of variety hokum 
are the Radio Ramblers. Haven't 
| much left of their old act of imper- 
sonations, but have reserved a quota 
of clowning and fooling which they 
sell to audiences as McCoy comedy. 
And the audience buys willingly. 
Had a tough time getting off when 


acts on the show. 
«(New Acts) has 


1s 


| caught. 
| Bento Bros. and Rita draw the 
| curtain with their acrobatics, spe- 


cializing in head stands and head-to- 
| head work. Finish with a_ three- 
| high adagio posing number which 
| scores. 

Business 
Friday (29). 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


last show 


Gold. 


satisfactory 


Minneapolis, Sept. 30. 


| Jackie Green, Bon Air Girls (20), 


Alice Cavane, Toni Laine, Chester 
Morris, Eddie Garr; ‘Here I Am a 
Stranger’ (20th). 


the Bon Air club, Chicago, supple- 


mented by Chester Morris of the} 
| films. Show has singing. dancing | 
and comedy, plus Morris’ magic, 


| agreeable entertainment in every re- 
spect. 

| Eddie Garr. as m.c. and performer. 
| dominates the proceedings and does 
With the fun burden 
!on his shoulders, there’s no dearth 
of laughs. Morris, of course, pro- 
| vides the top name and also con- 
tributes his share of pleasantries. 

Garr fires a barrage of merriment- 
provoking gags and stories while in- 
troducing the numbers and winds up 
|with his own smash act. Even 
| though some of his talk is ancient. 
| it goes over regardless. Impressions 
| Of various types of singers and im- 
personations of screen and _ radio 
stars leave the payees begging for 
more. 

Moiris loses no time in 
friend!y with the customers. 
| pleasant and personable. 


ja swell job. 


getting 
being 
A monolog 


anent a screen player's new type of | 


| personal—in his fans’ homes—is only 
| mildly amusing, but Morris sells his 
| Magic skilfully, extracting all man- 
of articles from a seemingly 
empty Chinese tea cabinet. It’s an 
unpretentious turn, but more than 
| passes muster. 

Alice Cavane. solo dancer, does 
| some tap and whirl routines that get 
| by. The eyes get a break when Toni 
| Lane occupies the spotlight. She's 
|a lively and ingratiating swing song- 
| stress and her pops click. The line 
of 20 girls appears in several flash 
production numbers and fill the bill 
in looks and dancing. Staging and 
costuming are okay. 

Jackie Green is a singer who also 
does a bit of dancing. He figures 
in production numbers and comes 
through solidly with clever impres- 


sions of Eddie Cantor and Al Jolson. | 


} 
| Biz light at opening matinee. 
Rees. 


Bento | 


gathering a steady patronage, which | 


a fine | 


Washington, Oct. 1. 
Gwynne, Billy Blake, Duval, Merle 
|& Dee, Ann Sheridan (‘with Earl 
Oxford), A. Robins, Sirteen Rowu- 
|ettes; ‘What A Life’ (Par). 


With Ann Sheridan to take care 
/of the marquee and the line to tie 
| things together, this conglomeration 
‘is a highly satisfactory parade of 
everything from circus clowning to 
|super-smart Hollywood. Entirely 
\light, informal and pervaded bv 
|comedy and swing, it makes perfect 
'running mate for the pic. 

Line opens, trouping on in black 
velvet bathing suits and huge vellow 
‘hats, carrying red handkerchiets 
!which they ‘change’ into blue and 
|back again during tap routine. 
Gwynne, in tails, then enters trom 
‘rear center with elaborate version 
‘of same stunt as line melts off. 
| Magician, working informally with 
|amusing quiet chatter, finds a pigeon 
|in box and rabbit on a tray, does 
'endless-searfs gag, dancing rooster 
|which disappears and multiplies one 
| goldfish bowl into six. Finishes bv 
| sticking swords into disappearing gil 
|in box and encores with slow-motion 
closeup of paper-tearing stunt. Gets 
‘strong applause for clever routine. 
| Trio of linegals in blue and pink 
sport dresses warble ‘Having Any 
Fun’ and introduce Billy Blake. 
Plump, boyish trumpeter, announc- 
| ing his own numbers, scores with 
imitations, including Louis Arm- 
|strong’s high notes, and encoring 
| with Clyde McCoy’s ‘Sugar Blues’. 
Kid handles his trumpet with plenty 
showmanship. 

Line takes it again, working in 
| sock gray chiffon with jewelled 
| halters, heaving small sequin fans 
'in trick formations for big applause. 
Six gals stick as Duval, Merle and 
| Dee slip on to start swank ballroom 
,routine. Guys stopping to exchange 
|coats is tipoff to burlesque. Tech- 
/nique of spotting comedy occasion- 
ally in otherwise straight aduyio- 
‘ballroom doubles effectiveness on 
both fronts and flash adagio finish 
bangs ’em home. 

Two linegals, dressed as page bovs: 
rest of line, dolled up as stagedoor 
johnnies, with bouquets, flank Earl 
Oxford, in tails, as he announces 
Miss Sheridan as ‘that beautiful, 
glamorous lady of the screen.” She 
enters via doorway and goes right 
into warble of ‘Hurray for Spinach’ 
j}and ‘Corn Pickin’ medley. Oxford 
is then back for dull question and 
|/answer re oomph, and she goes into 
three tunes from ‘The’ Roaring 
Twenties’ (WB), after plug tor 
Jimmy Cagney, its star. ‘Melancholy 
Baby’, ‘It Had to Be You’ and ‘I'm 
Just Wild About Harry,’ are the 
| numbers. Rehearsed talk is unfunny, 
but Miss Sheridan’s smile, her titian 
hair, low-cut black velvet dress and 
her pleasing, if unspectacular, 
throaty warbling, done with plenty 
rhythm, get her off satisfactory with 
one good bow. 

Two line femmes are on in play- 
suits to launch A. Robins in usual 
clowning a la grab-bag overcoat. 
| Hauling stools, cocktail set, mops 
and bananas from pockets, imitating 
clarinet and fiddle, changing to 
woman violinist and hillbilly ban- 
joist and exiting as locomotive en- 
gineer in train made up of his trunks 
click as always. Line finales in suil- 
or suits, with Blake on to trumpet 
‘Anchors Aweigh’ for close. 

Biz big. 


Craig. 


This is the ‘Star Lane’ revue from : 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
The current crop of newsreel clips 
fall short of last week's quality, 


which brought the first tragic pictor- 
ial views of the new European war. 
Nothing this week, for instance, 
matches the horror of that scene of 
a bombed children’s hospital in Po- 
‘Jand; the shattered buildings in War- 
saw and the German fliers taking off 
to renew a rain of explosives. 


This, in fact, is more or less @ re- 
hash of last week's celluloid. Fox 
is the only one to show booming 
guns and troops in action, but the 
targets aren’t visible and the film 
is padded by frequent repeais of 
ceriain scenes. Of greater interest 


is Metro’s coverage of the trail of 
conquest, but even here the teeding 
of Polish nationals and pictures of 
Polish prisoners are inconsequential 
for those familiar with the more ad- 
vanced coverage of the military «c- 
tions in China and Spain. 

Also, too familiar is Paramount's 
\first films from France; civilians 
| fleein, into bombproof shelters upon 
| the sounding of an air raid alarm. 
|In the same vein is Fox’s coverage 
of the crowned heads of England 
| visiting the docks and hospitals; 
| survivors of the Courageous, British 
aircraft carrier, which was taken 
|care of last week; British troop 
/movements and British soldiers in a 
boxing match. 

An editor once stated that a pic- 
, ture was worth 10,000 written words. 
he apparently wasn't referring 
|to pictures of old news. This is 
clearly demonstrated this week. 
| There's nothing to really excite or 
stir the audience, exept. perhaps, 
Fox’s brief glimpse of Hitler on the 
Polish front. He drew a few hisses 
this catching. 

Only clear-cut standout this week 
is the study in contrasis. As, fo: 

(Continued on page 37) 
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or Attention-Value! : 
or Selling-Punch! 
or Dependability! 
or Low Costs! 
or Ticket-Selling! 
For rapid-fire, quick-action, forceful, dramatic all-round 
“come-hither’ theatre advertising 


‘selling-value and for Serv- 
Cost so little and sell 


NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS hit the bulls-eye every time... 


Reaching a 100% customer-audience at every performance... 


Cheapest... most effective... most consistent advertising 
you can buy! 


2 
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| | 
Special Announcement 
Trailers, 100, hit the Bulls: 
Eye... for Quality...for MMM | 
so much! 
SERVICE 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 


W 


- 


Continued 


account for any improvement in rev- 
enues Jikely in many neutral coun- 
iries, which promise to show im- 
proved business condition. It’s ex- 
pected that Latin-American b.o. in- 


crease, plus upped U. S. and Cana- | 


dian income, will partially offset the 
foreign diminution. 

Figures obtained, naturally, are 
predicated on the free flow of cur- 
not too limited coin re- 


rency or 
strictions. They do not take into 
account any heavy decline in the 


rate of exchange, because it is ob- 
vious that the English pound worth 
$3.70 in American money means a 
Joss as compared to business done 
with the pound sterling valued at 
j4.70 in U. S. money. 

Emphasis on British B.O. 

Survey of the foreign business 
stressed one point. That was how 
heavily a majority of U. S. film dis- 
tributors leaned on Great Britain for 
the bulk of their revenue outside of 
the domestic field (U. S. and Cana- 
da). But even now, with some the- 
atres closed or restricted night per- 
formances, gross return is running 
xbout 75% to 80% of normal. 

Metro, which always has been re- 
garded as obtaining a heavy propor- 
tion of its total revenue from the 
foreign market, actually gets only 
little more than 36% from outside 


Film’s Foreign Loss 


from page 1 


the domestic market. Ratio dipped 
| during the past year ending last July, 
' because of pickup in domestic busi- 
ness. Approximately 18°, of world 
revenue is tied up with present bel- 
igerent nations. Despite such set- 
up, Metro evidences its ability to 
take up the slack by proportionately 
making the fewest reductions in per- 
sonnel, and with no cuts at the home 
office. 

Because of its alignment with 
Alexander Korda, British producer 
which gives it strong English prod- 
uct, United Artists claims 50¢¢ of its 
revenue comes from the _ foreign 
field with approximately 52° of that 
_ foreign total listed as coming from 
‘the belligerent nations. Company 
naturally is interested in the possi- 
bilities of maintaining an open 
money market in Great Britain. As 
‘one official put it, ‘We can’t produce 
| pictures in England on the basis of 
‘frozen currency; we must be able to 
get back our money laid out in neg- 
jative costs.’ United Artists in the 
past has figured its Korda ¢British) 
productions among the top money- 
| makers on its schedule. 

Like Metro, an increase in do- 
'mestic revenue for Paramouni also 
‘showed the gross foreign sales dip- 
|ping lower than in recent years. 
| Difference was that Par foreign rev- 


enue actually fell off because of the 
failure to keep several 
with the foreign field on its picture 
lineup. In their places, the pres- 
ence of typical American produc- 
tions with Jack Benny, Bob Burns, 


Bing Crosby, and Burns and Allen 
failed io stand up well abroad. 


Productions with these players are 
known tc salesmen to be severe han- 
' dicaps to maintaining the usual high 
ratio of foreign coin to domestic 
revenue. Paramount foreign mar- 
ket during 1938 is listed as 28° of 
the world total, with about 16% of 
| this coming from belligerent na- 
tions. 
| Independent companies, such as 
| Republic and Monogram, naturally 
|had less revenue coming in from 
the foreign market because not 
maintaining so elaborate a sales set- 
up as the majors. Monogram claims 
18% of its gross revenue came from 
the foreign field, but it currently is 
reported as being even lower as 
compared with domestic returns. 
Readjustment in the foreign mar- 
ket is apt to be a little confusing 
for four months or longer, because 
European countries generally play 
six months behind U. S. release date. 
Because of this delay, it means that 
product which hit the domestic mar- 
ket last April and May, and sub- 
sequently, will be affected by any 
diminishing return from belligerent 
nations. 

Below list of American com- 
panies, with the gross busines done 
in the foreign market and with 


is 


WwW 


PICTURES! 


ITH the startling suddenness of a bursting bomb, 
came SOUND! The screen came to LIFE...a 
new entertainment was born... TALKING MOTION 


Be)] Telephone Laboratories and Western Electric 
gave the screen its voice in 1926. Then came ERP], 
Going the vast job of replacing silence with sound in 
the studios and theatres of the world. From Iceland to 
New Zeziand, from Manchoukuo to Chile, it furnished 


Electrical Research Products Inc. 


ever known. 


men and equipment to help the industry through the 
most sudden transformetion modern business has 


ERPI, in collaboration with Bel) Telephone Labo- 


Thus ERPI carr 


SUBSIDIARY OF 


Western Electric Company 
ty 


ratories, will provide leadership in bringing further 
vital scientific developments to the telking picture. 


ies on the responsibility it accepted 


thirteen years ago, for only through continuous prog- 
ress can the motion picture survive as 8 living force. 


favorites | 


London, Sept. 23. 

They say Alex Korda received 
£10,000 (less than $50,000) from the 
government towards the cost of 
shooting his curreni propaganda 
film, ‘The Lion Has Wings,’ which 
has Merle Oberon and Ralph Rich- 
ardson at the top of the casi. 

3 Pix in Werk 

While producers and studio labor 
interests are battling with the Board 
of Trade on the issue of retaining or 
dropping the quota laws for the du- 
ration of war, only three pix are 
currently in  production—Korda’s 
propaganda epic, ‘Band Waggon’ at 
Gainsborough, and one at the Eal- 
ing. 

Trade Sees Quota Retention 

Trade, incidentally, is willing to 
wager dollars to doughnuts there 
will be no lifting of the quoia laws, 
except perhaps in so far as relaxa- 
tion may be made on minor points 
such as trade previews, etc; pro- 
ducers and labor bodies are waiting 


belligerent nations as compared with 
the total world revenue: 

Paramount: Foreign gross sales, 
28%; domestic, belligerent na- 
tions, 16%. 

Universal: Foreign sales, 34% 
(estimated); domestic, 66°); belliger- 
ent nations, 20.4%. 


Metro: Foreign sales, 36%: do- 
mestic, 64%; belligerent nations, 
18%. 

United § Artists: Foreign sales, 


50%; domestic, 50%; belligerent na- 
tions, 26%. 


‘ 


London in Wartime 


Warner Bros.: Foreign sales, 35%; | 


domestic, 65%; belligerent nations. | 
18%. 

Menogram: Foreign sales, 18%: 
domestic, 82%; belligerent nations, 
12%. 

RKO: Foreign sales, 33%: do- 
mestic, 67%; belligerent nations, 
19.8%. 

Columbia: Foreign sales. 25%: 
domestic, 75%; belligerent nations 
12.5%. 

20th-Fox: Foreign sales, 27%: do- 
mestic, 63%; belligerent nations, 
16.6%. 

Republic: Foreign sales. 34%: do- 
mestic, 66%; belligerent nations, 
17%. 

Totals: Average foreign sales, 
33%; domestic, 7%; belligerents, 
17.6%. 


New York Theatres 


ednesday, October 4, 1939 
a further call to confer with the 


Board of Trade. 


| 
Censor’s O.K. ‘Mamleck’ 


Censor Board underwent a change 
, Of heart in respect to the anti-Nazi 
| films, and has now given okay tick- 
lets to ‘Prof. Mamlock’ and ‘Captive 
of Nazi Germany’ after originally 
rejecting both. 


‘Bagdad’ Finished 
Trick cameramen and other tech- 
nicians have been let out at Den- 
ham, signifying production is at last 
washed up on ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 
Sales Depts. Back ta Lenden 
Rustication in the sticks proved 
ioo much for the distribs, and all 
sales departments have been hastily 
recalled to Wardour sireet; move 
was largely prompted by squawks of 
exhibs, who claimed extreme diffi- 
culty in booking so long as film of- 
fices were scatlered over half of 
| England, 


Push Matinee Price Drep 

Members of Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. are being instructed 
to drop cheap matinee prices for the 
duration of the war, as it is an- 
ticipated a large part of theatre 
business will be done early in the 
day. 


Private Theatres Turn Sheliers 

Practically every private viewing 
theatre in Wardour street (film row) 
has been converted into a public sir 
raid shelter, with an air raid warden 
or volunieer cop on duty outside ell 
day long. 


Emergency Programs 
When first batch of nearly 3.000 
theatres got reopening permiis, Ben 
‘Henry, of Associated British, offered 


,to provide an emergency picture 
program for every house on the 
|Gaumont-British circuit, which Ar- 


‘tur Jarratt promptly accepted. 


Ist London Legit Reopening 

First London legit theatre to re- 
open was Golder’s Green Hippo- 
|drome, where ‘Importance of Being 
| Earnest, began its tour. Show opened 
|; With a matinee, for which’ crowds 
| began to assemble at 9 am., and 
house was jammed excepi for the 
| balcony, which is not being opened 
| because of feared panic during air 
| raids. 
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THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


HELD OVER 


“THE REAL GLORY” 


with GARY COOPER 
UNITED RIVOLI 


ARTISTS 
Deors Open 9:30 A.M. 


Hreadway 
wt 4th Bt, 
MIDNITE SHOWS 


RADIO 


cry” MUSIC HALL 


LESLIE HOWARD in 


"INTERMEZZO" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


HELD OVER 


Fred MACMURRAY | IN PERSON 
ar GLENN 
Madeleine MILLER 
“HONEYMOON | 
IN BALI’ | THE 
__INK SPOTS 
PARAMOUNT 


SQUARE 


Continuous frem 10 a.m 
Pop. Zrices, 25¢ to 


and 8 ste Show 11:30 pm Nights 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’'s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ Sih MONTH 


Starts Friday, Oct. 6th 
John Garfield - 


“Dust Be My Destiny” 


IN PERSON 


Ann SHERIDAN - Ted WEEMS 


AND 


STRAND B’way & 47th 


Priscilla Lane 


Thuareday 


Robert Tayler 

Hedy Lamarr 

“LADY OF 
THE TROPICS" 


Last Times Today 
‘WIZARD OF 
In Person 


ANDY KIRK 
PINKY LEE 
GUS VAN 


'n Verson 


Del Courtney & 
Orchestra, Others 


HELD OVER 
D BIG WEEK Sat 
NORMA JOAN 


SHEARER ® CRAWFORD 


Rosalind Russell io 


“THE WOMEN” 


Rroedwes 


j 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
j 
a 
THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY...BRONCHO BILLY... THE BIRTH OF A NATION...CHARLIE CHAPLIN | 
... BROKEN. BLOSSOMS ... THE FOUR HORSEMEN ... THE COVERED WAGON...THE BIG PARADE | 
| 
= They, and a host of other truly great pictures | | 
; and stars, helped through 37 glorious years to 
Bete build. the finest entertainment the world had 
: ever known. But they were ail silent, shadowy | . 
images on the screen. 
| we | | | 
| 
Loew's 
| | 
: — 
Zz | 
| 
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St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


OFFIC® 


Aussie Show Biz Curbed: 


_ INTERNATIONAL 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-50142 


British Pic Lag Ups Prod. Need, See 


Yankee Tax Eased to Okay Imports 


FRENCH INFLUENCE BAN 


Sydney, Oct. 3. 

No curtailment of amusements , 
will be made throughout the Com- | 
monwealth and the Dominion of! 
New Zealand because of the war, 
it’s reported. 

Majority of managements do not | 
anticipate an immediate shortage of | 
pix; there is said to be a fairly strong 
supply in the vaults to cover some 
considerable time. However, since 
British studios are compelled to re- 
duce their output greatly, the ma- 
jor supply would have to come from 
the U. S. There is said to be a pos- 
sibility that if supplies ran low, New 
South Wales may lift the 25% right 
of rejection currently operating on 
all U. S. product. It’s said that the 
government now will not proceed 
with tax increase covering basic 
wage of $16, originally planned as 
a preparedness tariff. This decision 
will greatly assist nabe operators, 
especially those in the industrial 
centres, to carry on as before with 
bid for workers’ patronage. 

There is a marked calmness 
throughout the Commonwealth. The 
major pic loops continue with a 
four-a-day policy; vaude-revue re- 
mains On two-a-day, and legit is set 
ona nightly basis, with two matinees 


weekly. It is stated that Tivoli The- 
atres will continue to bid for im- 
ported artists, mainly now from 


U. S., with Williamson-Tait also bid- 
ding for players. 


OKAY TO KID HITLER 


ON BRITISH RADIO 


London, Sept. 23. 

British radio comics are fastening 
all their gags on one man these days, 
and Tommy Handley, Leonard Hand- 
ley and Arthur Askey are all waxing 
comical at expense of Hitler. Before 
the war they had to lay off for fear | 
of causing diplomatic complications. | 

Askey had a gag about training | 
5.000 parrots to fly across to ‘old | 
Nasty’s house at Birdsgarden and) 
Sing ‘We'll be glad when you’re dead | 
you rascal you! and Handley’s best | 
to date concerned famous mustaches 
which have made their way in the) 
world, ‘including one called Adolf, | 
which looks like a splash from a 
passing taxi, which is about to make 
its way out.’ 


H’wood Prod. For 
RKO’s “Marie Lloyd’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 3 
‘Marie Lloyd,’ originally slated for 
Production in England, but 
pended because of the war, has been 


sus- 


revived by RKO for shooting in 
Hollywood in January. 

Yarn is based on the life of the 
British music hall favorite. Anna 
Neagle is named for the title role, | 
with Herbert Wilcox as producer- 
director. 


Beaulac, New ‘Canadian 
Pix Exec, Linked to Gov't 


Montreal, Oct. 3. 

Appointment of Eugene Beaulac 
a3 secretary and managing director 
of Quebec Allied Theatrical Indus- 
tries last week is regarded here as | 
Significant, giving picture industry 
&@ spokesman with entree to govern- | 
ment circles. It’s believed that, 
Beaulac will do a Will Hays in the 
province. He was formerly on the 
board of censors. 

At annual meeting of QATI, B. E 
Norrish, of Associated Screen News, 
was elected president; J. A. DeSeve, 
France Film, first v.p.; George Gane- 
takos, United Amusements, second | 
v.p.; E. N. Tabah, Confederation of 
Amusements, treasurer; Arthur 
Hirsch, chairman of executive com- 
mittee, 


Chatain Recuping 

Louis Chatain, a director in Metro’s 
organization in France, is recuper- 
ating in New York from a sudden 
illness suffered on the Coast. Pres- 
ently he is convalescing at the home 
of Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s for- 
eign department, at Glen Cove, L. I. 

Although his condition is improved 
since coming east about two weeks 
ago, Chatain probably will not re- | 
turn to France or business for some 
time, 


| be 
This has erippled schedule of shows | 


'to eolors 


' virtually 


ON ‘GESTE’ IN CANADA 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 

At the request of the French con- 
sul-general in Canada, ‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par.) will not be shown in this 
country, according to O. J. Silver- 
thorne, chairman of the Motion Pic- 
ture Censor Board. Film had pre- 
viously been passed, then withdrawn 
on complaints of French authorities, 
passed again with cuts, held up by 
continued complaints, etc. 

Banning is general now, although 
provincial censor boards had given 
it the stamp of approval prior to the 
French Government squawks. Film 
was On its third week in Vancouver 
but was withdrawn immediately as 
soon as the British Columbia board 
learned that sister provinces had 
turned thumbs down. 


Pro-Russian Harok 
Chided Into a Jam 
With French Surete 


Kidding cablegram to Sol Hurok, 
concert entrepreneur, almost landed 
him in a Paris bastille when the war 
abroad was declared, it was revealed 
this week, 


arvival was followed by the 
surete, who put Hurok on the grill 
until satisfied that it was a joke. 


sages 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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Spanning the Ocean 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Playing safe in the current 
international financial muddle, 
an actor drawing $50,000 a pic- 
ture at a major studio made a 
deal with one foot on each side 
of the Atlantic. Pact provides 
that he be paid $35,000 in Amer- 
ican currency and $15,000 to be 
placed to his credit in London, 
to be delivered when the British 
‘impound’ is lifted. 

Further proviso is that the 
studio invest the $15,000 in Brit- 
ish war binds if the actor, a for- 
mer English subject, so chooses. 


[talian Shortage 
Pushes Deal For 


American Films 


The war is expected to cripple 
production in belligerent countries 
to such an extent that the product 
shortage probably will be heavily 
felt in Italy, with the possibility that 
this may force it to adopt a more 
liberal policy towards American dis- 
tributors. The greatest pressure 
towards the latter is expected to 
come from theatre patrons in Italy, 
according to former distribution reps 
of U. S. companies, recently arrived 
in New York from Italy. Next few 
months are expected to tell the story 
because the picture season does not 
get into full swing in Italy until this 
month, with the dearth of product 
probably not being felt until later 
this fall. 

Consensus of distrib opinion is that 
Italy’s minimum annual require- 
ments are 362 features. Italian pro- 
ducers turn out only about 70 full- 


‘length pictures, most of which are 


Hurok, now in this country, has 
long been a Russian sympathizer. 
;One of his ‘friends,’ following the 
'Nazi-Soviet pact, cabled him, ‘What | 
‘will youe friend Stalin say about | 
your being in France now?’ Mes- 


This prank is a switch on Holly- | 


woodians, who influenced Donald 
Ogden Stewart not to sail on the 
Bremen last year by telling him they 


, Strong screen fare. 


would bombard him with gag radio- | 


erams to the effect, ‘Never 
Goering; get Hitler.’ 


ROOTHMEN’S WAR CALL 


WRECKS FRENCH SKEDS 


Paris, Oct. 3. 


mind | 


weak draws. With American dis- 
tributors, aside from a couple of 
indies. absent from the Italian mar- 
ket, theatres in Italy have had to 
depend on German, British, French 
and Scandinavian pictures. 

Film houses in Italy, which or- 
dinarily close in July when the hot 
season sets in, shuttered in April and 
May this year because they lacked 
Thus, many for- 
eign films have been accumulated 
for fall use. 

Aside from the fact that the Italian 


| film monopoly, set up by the gov- 


American distributors see little pos- 


Picture theatres in France are op- 


2. a highly modified scale 
Black- 


erating 
thus far because of the war. 
ruts and other restrictions 
have not proved as much of a handi- 
theatre booths 
3ecause so operators 
called to the colors, exhibitors have 


many were 


| women, with virtually all having to 


schooled in their new duties. 
naturally. 

Distrib personnel of American 
film companies also shot by the call 
Most exchanges and head 


offices here have virtually skeleton 


| staffs, those left on duty being over 
service. | 
to have only | 


age incapacitated for 
Universal is reported 
10 men left in its office here, with 
some 16 to 18 already called into 
service. Same situation exists with 
U. S. company in 


Ot 


every 
Paris 


Delayed French Mail 

Long delay, presumably caused by 
elaborate system of wartime cen- 
sorship of mail from France, was 
broken last Friday (29) when film 
company offices in New York re- 
ceived the first letters from Paris in 
weeks Most of them 
Sent. 8. 

They indicated just how the call 


distribution and exhibition in France 


‘in the early stages of the conflict. 


PARADISE SHOW CLICKS 
London, Oct. 3. 
‘Back i 


(Monday), troupe drawing three en- 
cores. 
House was packed 


WB Fears for Safety 


cap as the lack of projectionists for | 


jhad to wait until substitutes could | 
become accustomed to the routine. | 

Most of the new projeectionists are 


ernment last year, wanted to dictate 
terms for all product deals in Italy. 


sibility there if money restrictions 
and current heavy taxes continue. 
The complete domination of the pic- 
ture business in Italy is indicated by 
recent moves, one being the estab- 
lishment of a government theatre 
circuit, made up of several chains 
formerly controlled by indie exhibi- 
tors. 


Of Its Rep in Warsaw 
Due to ‘Nazi Spy’ Pic 


week expressed fears for the safety 
of B. Jankolowicz. managing director 


for Poland, with headquarters in 
Warsaw. who has not been heard 
from for the last two or three weeks. 


Impression in N. Y. was that Warner 


| representatives in Poland would be 


New 


were dated | 


‘to military service had crippled both | 


| 


| 


in an onerous position because the 
company had ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ playing in many key cities of 
that country at the time of the 
German invasion. 

Secretary 
from the country at the start of the 
invasion and recently arrived in 
York with other from 
Europe. 


Colbourne-Jones Tour 


Of Canada Is Delayed 


Toronto, Oct. 3 
Sailing of Colbourne-Jones troupe, 
largest English dramatic company 
ever to visit Canada, and skedded to 


reiugees 


open at the Royal Alexandra here 
Oct. 9 in George Bernard Shaw’s 


| ‘Geneva,’ has been posiponed by Ad- 


miralty order. 
Unit will open its teans-Canadian 
tour in Toronto week of Oct. 16, ac- 


» Back’ revue opened at) cording to a cable from Ernest M. 
the Paradise Club here last night | Rawley, manager of the tour 


Troupe is represeniative of the 
British Government for propaganda 
purposes. 


to Jankolowicz escaped | 


| 
| 


| 


Worldwide Boon 


MONTGOMERY’S BRIT. 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 

Two pictures Robert Montgomery 
was to have made in England for 
Metro will be produced at the Cul- 
ver City plant. Ben Goetz, produc- 
tion boss at Denham plant, taken 
over by the British War Ministry, 
docked in New York Friday (29), 
last week. 


ager, arrived here 


start and a cast reserved for 


date. 
since ‘Mr. Chips.’ 
‘Earl with 


of Chicago,’ 


with Victor Sairlle producing. 


Sam Morris, Not Well, 
Retires as WB Foreign 


Head; Hummel Moves U 


Sam FE. Morris, vice-president in 
charge of foreign sales for Warner 
Bros., retiring, effective 
mediately, because of ailing health. 


1S 


He recently suffered a heart attack 
during a business trip to South 
America. which forced his early re- 
turn to N. Y. Since coming back, 
Morris has been following a modified 
schedule of business activity because 
of his illness. 

It was officially announced yester- 
day (Tues.) that Joe Hummel, next 
in charge of foreign affairs for War- 
ner Bros. under Morris, is to be in 
charge of all foreign sales excepting 
Continental Europe, which remains 
in charge of Robert Schless. Hum- 
met has a wide knowledge of 
foreign film affairs and is a veteran 
in the industry. It was reported 
several months ago that Morris pro- 
posed retiring, but this was denied. 

Realignment of the foreign de- 
partment, which has been reported 
in the offing for some time, is cred- 
ited with dating back to last summer, 
when Harry M. Warner went to Eu- 
rope. 


ganizations in Great Britain were 
combined, Max Milder being placed 
in charge of WB for that country. 
Schless, who formerly had France, 


was placed in charge of Continental | 


At that time both were said 
only Harry M. 


Europe. 
to be reportable 
Warner. 

David Griffith, who shared the 
sales spot with Milder in England, 
did not like the new alignment, and 
dropped out of the active 
He still is head of England’s Kine- 
matographers Renters Society. 

At the time of this reshuffling., 
Morris was understood to have been 
assigned South America, the Orient, 


to 


Australia and other’ sectors not 
affected by the revised European | 
setup. This was reported as done to 
lighten Morris’ duties so that he 


would have more time for restoring 
his impaired health 


Rep. Concentrating Also 
On S.A.; Wir, Davis Moves 
Another American film company 


turned attention to concentration on 
the Latin-American market last 


week when Republic appointed Paul | 
M. Wir as sales manager for Central | 
He succeeds Harry Davis, | 


America. 
who moves into South American ter- 
ritory where he will open two new 
branches. Wir, formerly with United 
Artists and 20th-Fox, is a veteran of 
12 years in Panama, He will head- 
quarter at Colon, Panama, effective 
Oct. 15. 

Davis moves at the end of this 
month to Santiago, Chile, where he 
will open a central office and then 
establish a branch at Valparaiso. 
Morris Goodman, Republic 


chief, believes these moves will en- | 


able the company to cash in on any 
increased prosperity in the Latin- 
Americas. 


U. S, Economists Also See Ultimate 


2 SHIFTED TO COAST 


Studio nut also helped swell 
the total as the plant was not used | hothouse film industry and cultivate 


The other Montgomery picture, | 
Richard Britain and France. 


Thorpe directing. rolls here Oct. 9, | 


im- | 


While he was there, the First , 
National and Warner Bros. sales or- | 


picture. | 


foreign | 


to American Pix 


Biz; Frozen Credits Major Problem 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Blowoft in Europe may not ba 
such a pain as the film industry now 
fears, Government economists think. 
Mostly hoping for the best, the trade 
experts see a chance that American 
producers and_ distributors may 
'profit to some extent and find their 
business hypoed by the concentra- 
{tion of foreign nations on bayonet- 
‘ting and shelling one another. 
| With the principal competitors of 
‘the U. S. concerned about their own 
| self-preservation, the American in- 
|dustry should be able to build up 


while Fred Pelton, production man-! jts foreign trade in neutral nations, 


/particularly South America. That's 


‘Busman’s Holiday’ ran up produc- the general outlook of the dopesters 
tion cost of around $300,000 as 13> who are mapping out a concerted 
sets were ready for early September campaign to make hay to the maxi- 
that; mum extent. 


Germany in particu- 
lar cannot pay much attention to its 


|the Latin-American market, while 
|involved in a death contest with 


Even with the belligerents thetre 
‘is a chance that the American pro- 
ducers can make strides. As the 
| war settles down to routine, the re- 
|strictions on theatres are bound to 
| be loosened even more than they 
|have already in Europe. Further- 
more, the soldiers in the trenches 
'and at camp behind the lines will be 
clamoring for diversion and relaxa- 
| tion, just as the people at home will 
;want entertainment to take their 
minds off the gore. For the main- 
tena’.ce of homeland morale, films 
are likely to be in greater demand. 
If the war continues for a substan- 


to do, and if the 
United States is successful in at- 
‘tempts to remain at peace, the 
American industry ought to tighten 
its grab on screen time around the 
globe. This would make un for what- 
ever losses have been suffered in the 
|past three or four years through 
|wiping out of independent nations, 
‘destruction of theatres, and lack of 
cash for pleasure. 

| Only sour note in the optimism 
|chorus is the concern about getting 


and more certain 


the money out of the warring coun- 
itries. There is fear in official quar- 
‘ters that the governments flailing 


each other may find it imperative to 
raise the barriers against withdrawal 
of currency so they will have the 
maximum available for purchase of 
(‘munitions and necessities, That 
| would leave the U.S. exporters hold- 
ing a bag of I.0.U.’s or a paper profit 
that could not be enjoyed back home. 


FILM SHIPMENTS 
ABROAD ARE SNAGCED 


The problem of getting American 
has aggravated 


which 3 


been 
has caused les 


abroad 
war, 


prints 
by the 
sailings, 

Some foreign countries have prod- 
uct available for a month or more, 
| while others need replacements im- 
| mediately. 


World’s Fair Planned 
By Mex. Despite War 


Mexico City, Oct. 3. 
War or not, Mexico intends to go 
ahead with its long-prepared plans 
for a World’s Fair opening here next 
May and running into 1941. 
Ex-President Pascual Ortiz Rubio 
is chairman of committee in charge, 


Ex.Shubert Aide Injured 
Critically in Plane Crash 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 

Passenger in a taxiing plane which 
crashed, Palmer Brandeaux, stage 
director at the Casino treatre here, 
lies in a critical condition at St. 
Michael’s hospital here. Doctors 
| claim nearly every bone in his body 
is broken. Pilot Jack Paton, of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force, sustained 
a slight cut over one eye and minor 
| bruises. 


Brandeaux has been connected in 
a directorial capacity with several 
| Shubert productions, the St. Louis 


Municipal Opera and ‘Opera Under 
the Slars.’ Los Angeles 


| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
Warner Bro home office th 
| 
| | 
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OCTOBER 


the most important release date 


--- Columbia Pictures 
Presents The Motion 
Picture Industry’s 
Greatest Contribution 
To World Entertain- 
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N.Y. Trust Suit 


Continued from page 5 


and a more definite statement of the 
cause of action, 


This will be heard next Tuesday | 
(10'. Motions to dismiss the case | 
entirely were withdrawn by Schines | 


and United Artists, who, with the 
other majors are co-defendants. 
They were given leave to renew 
the motion at any time before trial. 
Schine chain, with headquarters in 
Gloversville, N.Y., controls approxi- 
mately 150 theatres in New York, 


Ohio, Kentucky, Delaware’ and 


Maryland, 


Uncle Sam May Start 


Something in Memphis. 


Memphis, Oct. 3 

Uncle Sam is giving the Memphis 
motion picture setup the once-over 
with an eye to possible monopoly 
action. John Clagett, special as- 
sistant attorney general, spent sev- 
eral days in town quizzing every- 
body in sight on allegations of a 
freezeout to keep the local inde- 


pendent Orpheum, former RKO 


house, from getting product. 


Clagett scrammed town for | 
Washington with a briefcase full of | 
data. He wouldn’t comment before | 


leaving, except to admit that some- 
thing might happen. 

Orpheum management filed a let- 
ter of complaint with the Justice 
Department last spring, alleging re- 
fusal of the distributors to sell prod- 
uct outside the Loew, Warner and 
Lightman houses here. Since then 
Orpheum has been able to get an 
occasional throwaway picture from 
one or two of the major distributors, 
but is still hard-pressed for satis- 
factory product. 


House was built in 1926 with $750.- @ 9 


000 in local bonds. Came back to 


the hometown bondholders when | 


the Orpheum Circuit folded during 
the depression. Has been open and 
shut by turns ever since. Was 


closed once for a full year. Feds are | 


said to be checking reports that the 


circuits chipped in and paid the rent 8 


that year to keep it shuttered. 


Coast Exhib Asks U. S. 


To Act Against RKO. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 


Complaint has been filed with Al- | 
bert Law and Harold Collins, special | 9/8 39 
assistants to the United States Attor- |’ 


ney general, here conducting re | 
into exhibition and distribution, 


Abe Karski (Karski & at | 


Oakland indie exhib, charging RKO 
with having refused him service 
after asking exorbitant film rentals. 

Karski charges that when he 
erected the Laurel theatre in subur- 
ban Oakland last March, his only 
opposition was Allendale theatre, as 
result of which he had no difficulty 
buying RKO product for balance of 


°338-39 season, Recently, owner of | 


Allendale erected the Hopkins, block 
and a half away from the Laurel, 
and RKO sold away from Karski in 
favor of opposition house. 


Law and Collins have no jurisdic- | 


tion over Northern California, Oak- 


land being serviced out of San Fran- | 


cisco, so have submitted Karski com- 


plaint to Department of Justice at | 


Washington. 


Answers in Okla. Suit 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 3. 


Defendants in Oklahoma Theatres, | 
Ine. injunction suit asking the court 
to force them to sell films for the} 


Odeon theatre, Shawnee, Okla., have 


filed answers in Federal district | 


court here. Griffith Amus. Co., op- 
erator of three theatres in Shawnee, 
also named a defendant, denies that 
it is attempting to stop competition 


from the Odeon, and asks that the | 


suit be dismissed. 


Vitagraph, Inc., filed a separate | 


motion to dismiss the complaint as 
well as its answer; Columbia Pic- 
tures filed a separate motion to dis- 


miss and answer; 20th-Fox filed a | 


similar motion, as did Universal, 


Loew's, RKO Radio and Paramount. | 


Wis.-Mich.’s D. J. Squawk. 
Milwaukee, Oct. 3. 


Some 20 members of the Indepen- 19 20 39 


dent Theatres’ Protective Assn. of 


Wisconsin and Upper’ Michigan, | 
Allied unit, met for their annual | 
state convention at the Hotel Schro- | 
der here Sept. 27-28 and discussed | 
film buying, 16 mm. films and ways | 


and means of presenting joint evi- 


dence with relation to the present) 1Q 27 39° 


trade conditions in this territory for | 


the Department of Justice. For the | 
past six months, D. of J. men have) 
checked theatres in the state, through | 
the ITPA office, and it is said that | 


they have gathered enough evidence 
to ‘hang a couple of guys.’ 
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Berth; Theatre, 


Exchange Moves 


RK. T.—Running Time 


W—Western; D—Drama; Mu—Musical 


TITLE TYPE 


BEHIND PRISON GATES 
GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS 
ISLAND OF LO. MEN 
THE SPELLBIN_ 
COLORADO SUNSET 
SUSANNAH OF MOUNTIES 


THE COWBOY QUARTERBAC 
COAST GUARD 


MIRACLES FOR SALE 

NIGHT WORK 

BACHELOR MOTHER 
SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? 


FE. MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD 


FOUR FEATHERS 
INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY 


_MR. WONG IN CHINATOWN 
LADY OF THE TROPICS © 


GIRL FROM RIO 

RIDERS OF FRONTIiR 
OUR LEADING CITIZEN 
NEW FRONTIER 

BAD LANDS 

CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY 
WHEN TOMORROW COMES 
MAN IN IRON MASK 


_TORCHY PLAYS DYNAMITE 


“THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS 
THE OKLAHOMA TERROR 
MAN FROM TEXAS 

THIS MAN IS NEWS 
RENEGADE TRAIL 

IN OLD MONTEREY 

IN NAME ONLY 


STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE 


THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC 
_EACH DAWN I DIE 


Zeos 


| 


“FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS 
WIZARD OF OZ 

IRISH LUCK 

THE STARMAKER 
SMUGGLED CARGO 
QUICK MILLICNS 


| ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES 
| EVERYBODY’S HOBBY 


WILD HORSE 
THE WOMEN 

DEATH OF A CHAMPION 
CONSPIRACY 

WALL STREET COWBOY 
FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT 


ADV’T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES 


THE UNDERPUP 
MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK 


= 


~ 


GOLDEN BOY 
HENRY GOES ARIZONA 
RANGE WAR 


CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND 


THE FIGHTING GRINGO 
FULL CONFESSION 
TWO BRIGHT BOYS 
DESPERATE TRAILS 


_NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE 


OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES 
DANCING CO-ED 

SKY PATROL 

BEAU GESTE 

DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT 
THE RAINS CAME 
HAWAIIAN NIGHTS 


PRISON SURGEON 
THUNDER AFLOAT 

$1,000 A TOUCHDOWN 
FIFTH AVENUE GIRL 
STOP, LOOK AND LOVE 
INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY 
RIO 


CALLING ALL MARINES 
SCANDAL SHEET 

FAST AND FURIOUS 
HONEYMOON IN BALI 
THE ARIZONA KID 

HERE I AM, A STRANGER 
THE WITNESS VANISHES 
NURSE EDITH CAVELL 

A CHILD IS BORN 


ESPIONAGE AGENT _ 


WHAT A LIFE 
CRASHING THRU 

THE KANSAS TERRORS 
EVERYTHING’S ON ICE 
THE ESCAPE 
ETERNALLY YOURS 
HERO FOR A DAY 
PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS 


FLIGHT TO FAME 
NINOTCHKA 

MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE 
JAMAICA INN 

THREE SONS 
HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE 
ON YOUR TOES 

TOWER OF LONDON 


HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER 


THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS 
LAW OF THE TEXAN 

AT THE CIRCUS 
TELEVISION SPY 

THE FLYING DEUCES 
SHIPYARD SALLY 

PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES 
5M ASHING MONEY RI RING | 


WARE SPOOKS 
PATSY 

OVERLAND MAIL 
DANGER FLIGHT 
DISPUTED PASSAGE 
ALLEGHANY UPRISING 
20,000 MEN A YEAR 
GREEN HELL 

THE ROARING TWENTIES 


a6 
okay 


K 


| - 


| 
| 


~ 


M-G 
Mono | 


Par 
Rep 
20th 
WwB 
WwB 


~ Col 


M-G 
Par 
RKO 
Rep 


20th 


M-G 


Mono 


Par 
RKO 
20th 
WB 
U 


_UA 


Col 
Col 
M-G 
Par 
RKO 
20th 
20th 
WB 


Col 
M-G 
Mono 

Mono 


|B. Granville-J. Litel 


TALENT 


B. Bonlevy-J. Wells-P. F Pix 

R. Donat-G. Sarson 

A. M. Wong-J. C, Naish-E. Blore 
L. Tracy-B. Read-P. Knowles 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 

S. Temple-R. Scott-M, Lockwood 
B. . Wheeler- M. Wilson 


“R. Scott-R. Bellamy -F. Dee 
R. Young-F. Rice-F. Craven 
M.Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 
G. Rogers-D. Niven 
J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Davenport 
L. Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern 
J. Clements-J. Duprez 

P. O’Brien-A. Sheridan 

B. Karloff-G. Withers 

R. -Taylor-H. Lamarr 
Movita-W. Hull- Baldwin 
Tex Ritter 

B. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen 
Three Mesquiteers-P. Isley 

R. Barrat-N. Beery, Jr.- 


J. Withers-L. Carrillo-M. Weaver 


C. Boyer-I. Dunne 
L.Hayw’rd-J.Bennett-W.William 


J.Wyman-A. Jenkins 


L. Ay res-A. Louise- T. Brown 

J. Randall-V. Carroll 

T. Ritter-H. Price-C. B. Wood 

Vv. Hobbs-B. Karnes 

W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes 
G. Autry-S. Burnette-G. Hayes 
C. Lombard-C. Grant-K. Francis 
S. Tracy-N. Kelly-R. Greene 
J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds 
J. Cagney-G. Raft 


“Eg. Fellows-D. Petersen 

J. Garland-F. Morgan-B. Lahr 

F. Darro- >. Purcell-L. Elliott 

B. Crosby-L. Campbelil-N.Sparks 
B. Mackay-R. Hudson-G.Barbier 
J. Prouty Byington-K. Howell 
Dead End Kids 

I Rich-H. O’Neill 


“Fred Stone- -Konga 
N.Shearer-J.Crawford-R.Russell 
L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale 

A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin 
P.Regan-J.Parker-Col.R.Turner 
B. Rathbone-N. Bruce-I. Lupino 
G. Jean-R. Cummings-A. Gray 
R. Arlen-A. Devine 


_B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent 
B.Stanwyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden 


F. Morgan-A. Morriss-H. Hull 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran 
S. Toler-C. Romero-P. Moore 
G. O’Brien-L. Tovar 
V.McLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger’d 
E. Lowe-W. Barrie 

J.M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 


C. Starrett-I. Meredith 

L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman 
J. Trent-M. Stone-M. Reynolds 
G. Cooper-R. Milland-R. Preston 


J. Penner-B. Grable 


M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent 
J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moore 
J. _Garfield- P. _Lane 


W. Conolly-L. “Meredith 

W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grey 

J. E. Brown-M. Raye-FE. Blore 
G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison 
J. Rogers-W. Frawley 

L. Howard-!. Bergman 


S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V. McLaglen 


Dickson- D. Morgan- F. Stone 


D. Barry-H. Mack- Ww. Hymer 

0. Kruger-O. Munson 

A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey 

MacMurray-Carroll-Jones 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes-S. March 
R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Joyce 


D. Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard 


Neagle-Oliver-Sanders 
G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 
a McCrea-B. Marshall 


J. Cooper-B. Field 

J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone 
Three Mesquiteers 

I. Dare-E. Ellis-V. Vale 

K. Richmond-A,. Duff 

L. Young-D. Niven 

A. Louise-D. Faran 

E. Feilows-J. McCallion 


C. Farrell-J, Wells 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas-l!. Claire 
C. Bickford-B. MacLane 

C. Laughton-M. O’Hara 

E. Ellis-V. Vale-W. Gargan 

A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin 
Zorina-E, Albert 

B. Rathbone-B. Karloff 

J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W. Gargan 


E. Fellows-J. Wells-C, Edwards 


B. Jones-D. Fay 
Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. Rice 


W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierSr. | 


S. Laurel-O, Hardy-J. Parker 
G. Fields-S. Howard 

J. Withers-Ritz Bros. 

R. Reagan-M. Stevenson 

J. E. Brown-M. Carlisle 

V. Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen 
Jack Randall 

J. Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 
Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard 

J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 
R. Scott-P. Foster-M. Lindsay 
G. Fairbanks, Jr.-J. Bennett 

J Cagney-H. Bogart-P. Lane 


| 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
| Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 


. | WB. reelected commander of Va- 


j riety Club’s American Legion post 
in Pittsburgh. Other officers are 
|C. C. Kellenberg, of 20th-Fox, ad- 
jutant; James G. Balmer, of Harris 
Enterprises, finance officer; Joe 
Hiller, of agency bearing his name, 
second v.ice-commander; Father 
James Garrahan, chaplain, and Dr, 
L. G. Beinhauer, first vice-com- 
mander. 

Paul Mulhern named manager of 
the new Liberty, nearby Mercer, 
| Pa., for Blatt recently built on site 
| of old Liberty, destroyed by fire sev- 
eral months ago; 700-seater. 

, As a favor to James Alexander, 
| head of Republic exchange here, 
{Gene Autry on the Coast is making 


— |a special trailer for the coming 


|} membership campaign of the YMCA 
in Pittsburgh. Alexander is chair- 
| man of the drive. 

| Variety Club’s annual banquet, 
| which draws showmen from all over 
! the country, is a sellout already, sev- 
{eral weeks ahead of time. Affair 
will be held in William Penn hotel 
| Oct. 29, day after Carnegie Tech- 
| Notre Dame football game. John H. 
Harris again chairmaning blowout, 


Lincoln, Oct. 3. 

Fox-Midwest dropped the Fox, 
Beatrice, Neb. (1) and lease was as- 
'sumed by Frank Hollingsworth, who 
|also has the second-run Rialto in 
' Beatrice. Will keep it closed for 
some remodeling, prior to beginning 
under his banner, F-M tried to get 
monthly rental hacked from $400 to 
$200, unless Beatrice, always a shut- 
Sunday town, went for 7-day weeks 
in coming election. Leaves Fox with 
one spot in the town, the ace Rivoli, 
|and B. M. Montee is manager. 

Oscar Johnson, Falls City, Neb., is 
working on the New Rivoli, which is 
just across the street from the pres- 
ent Rivoli. Johnson also has the 
Electric. When the new house, 550- 
seater, is done, he'll close the older 
one and move its A policy to the 
new structure. 

Quebec Showmen Elect 
Montreal, Oct. 3. 

Directors of Quebec Allied The- 
atrical Industries, Ine., at annual 
meeting here, appointed Eugene 
| Beaulac, secretary and managing 
director. Beaulac was for a number 
of years up to 1937 chairman of the 
| Quebec Board of Censors. 

B. E. Norrish, Associated Screen 
News, reelected president; J. A. de 
| Seve, France-Film, George Gantakos, 
United Amus. Corp,, v.p.s; E. N. 
Tabah, Confederation Amusements, 
treasurer, 
| Members of the executive com- 
|mittee are J. Arthur Hirsch, chair- 
lman, George Ganetakos, J. A. de 
Seve, T. H. Trow and N. N. Lawand. 


| 
| Fox Midwest Drops One 


Pincus’ New Post 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 3. 
Newly created job of supervisor of 
four of seven local houses, operated 
under banner of the Intermountain 
| Theatres, Inec.. was handed Thurs- 
day (28) to Charles Pincus, 

They are Paramount, Studio, 
Marlo and Victory. Ten legit shows 
will appear at the Par this winter, 
opening with ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 
Nov. 4 

Until recently, Pincus was man- 
ager of the Centre, town’s deluxer, 
since its opening two years ago. 

Mex Pix Get a Break 
San Diego, Oct. 3 
Mexican films will get favored 


Sunday bookings at Metro with 
pening of new Coronet next month. 
G. F. Finck. manager of both houses, 
uses Mex flickers Wednesday-Thurs- 
lay at present for socko biz Will 
use all English-language product at 
new house half-mile away, shifting 
Mexicans to Sun when Metro be- 
comes subsequent to Coronet. 


DiBella Back in Syracuse 
Syracuse, Oct. 3 

Out. of the Syracuse theatre field 
for seven months, since he sold the 
Palace to RKO-Schine interests, Al- 
fred DiBella has taken over manage- 
ment of the East, in East Syracuse. 
DiBella had an interest in the East 
for three years but never directly 
operated it. House, which has been 
refurbished throughout, seats 700. 

Tom Walsh Hospitalized 
Buffalo, Oct. 3. 

Tom Walsh, Commerford chain 
exec, ill at Lourdes hospital, Bing- 
hamton. 

Maurice Osterman, editor of Shea 
Theatres house organ, rescued from 
drowning in Lake Erie when his 
sailboat was wrecked during a gale. 

Bowen Reopens House 
Slinger, Wis., Oct. 3. 
| Edward Bowen of Mayville has 
| leased the Slinger theatre here and 
reopened the house. 


| | 
WEEK Rev. , 
OF in Co. R. T 
RELEASE Var. 
8 23 M Col 63 
7 28 39 5 17 cD M-G 110 
R23 D Par 63 
7 26 cp | RKO 
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6 21 CD 20th 
wr D Col 72 
8 4 39 8 cD M-G 70 
8 Cc Par |} 61 
7 | RKO 80 
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7 wB 
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| § 39 9 
8 Mono 60 
8 Rep 56 
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8 Mono | 60 
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ow, more than 


ever before, 


it's only pictures 
that count! 


Now... when the 


whole world is wor- 


ried about tomorrow 
... 20th Century-Fox 
insures your theatre 


‘with the greatest pic- 
tures in its history! 


These are some of the productions, DAY-TIME WIFE 
delivered already this season, that —_Tyroue Powor,Linds Darnell, Binnie Barnes 
| Century-FoxastheNo.1Company: DRUMS ALONG 
LIVINGSTONE Glaudetis Colbert, Henry Fonda 
Started the new season withasmash: HIS WIFE 
THE RAINS CAME Joel M Kell Mary Boland 
Beating “Jesse James” from coasttocoast, Young 
the boxcilice wisdom of staring | 
Richard Greene, aa the public wanted. Christmas release. Starring Shirley Temple. 
CGCAVALCADE SWANEE RIVER | 
you have here. N; | | 
_ o other company can equal 
20,000 MENA YEAR 
| 
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RADIO-ASCA 


+ 


Chain Income from Time Sales 


NBC 


WAR BITTER 


New York Police for Tak- 
ing Justice of Peace War- 
rants Seriousl y—News- 
papers Were Tipped Off 
of Impending ‘Arrest’ of 
ASCAP Officials — Latter 
Call It a Publicity Stunt 


ASCAP RETALIATES 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers yesterday 
(Tuesday) fired its first retaliatory 
shot against the Montana broadcaster 
contingent by filing a flock of in- 
fringement suits against Ed Craney, 
who operates KGIR, Butte, and A. J. 
Mosby, owner of KGVO, Missoula. 


Actions involving Mosby were filed 
with the U. S. district court in Mos- 
by’s home town, while the Craney 


| suits were filed with the federal 


court in Helena. 
Complaint against Mosby lists 


Harms, Inc., for seven infringements, 


oughiin banned by N.A.b. 
Washington, Oct. 3. 
‘Controversial issue’ clause in the radio industry code as now in- 
terpreted leaves stations subscribing to it no alternative but to elim- 
inate such sponsored religious or political programs as those of Father 
se Charles E. Coughlin, the Rev. Walton Cole and Judge Joseph Ruther- 
. , ford. Ruling to this effect was handed down at a meeting of the code 
Mayor LaGuardia Chides| committee of the National Associations today (Tuesday). 


The committee held that it is a violation for the pact for NAB 
members to rent their facilities to such crusaders whether it’s to blast 
rival religious faiths or for the purpose of advocating social, govern- 
mental or economic reforms. The current neutrality issue was desig- 
nated by the committee as a controversial issue, even though it was 
agreed that everybody in the United States wants to keep out of war. 


Father Coughlin has already been quietly barred from Canadian 
facilities, although this was carried out minus any fanfare. 


Philly Promotes Air Shows 


Based on Theatre Ticket Giveaway 


NBC’S 176 STATIONS Cleveland, Oct. 3. 
| Some. 20 local nabe film houses 
Altoona and Johnstown Latest Af- are tied into WGAR’s new film gos- 
filiates—Join Red ‘sip show, entitled ‘Hollywood Re- 
| porter.’ Theatres contribute 1,500 
NBC red link has added two more’ passes as a program giveaway in 

Pennsylvania outlets. They were | exchange for weekly plugs. 

|WFBG, Altoona, and WJAC, Johns-| Idea is promoted by Barnes & 
‘town. Brings the NBC total lineup Aarons, Philly ad agency, which is 
to 176 stations. | spotting stunt in other cities. Lis- 
| WJAC is on 1,370 k.c. with 250 teners have to send in ten labels of 


1939 1938 1937 1936 
February 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
4,170,852 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
Ca . 3,560,984 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
3,702,102 3,414,200 3.214.819 2,561,720 
.. 3,382,404 3,200,569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
- 3,283,555 2,958,710 2,707,450 2,429,983 
coe. 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 
September ......... 3,315,307 2,979,241 2,850,581 2,886,637 
$32,510,369 $29,902,724 $28,291,015 $23,800,153 
CBS 
1939 1938 1937 1936 
January ..... .. $2,674,057 $2,879.945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
. 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 1,909,146 
vice 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
Agr 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
May ... . 3,097,484 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
. 2,860,180 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
. 2,337,376 1,423,865 1,955,280 1,232,588 
Septemper .....5. oe 2,060,246 1,601,755 2,028,585 1,838,932 
$24,167,648 $19,975,531 $20,775,533 $14,550,065 
MUTUAL 
1939 1938 1937 

.. $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 

1645 276,605 253,250 231,286 

. 262,626 189,545 200,134 

August ....... . 205,410 164,626 96,629 


* Not Reported. 


Columbia’s September 60.2%, Over ‘38; 
NBC's Two Webs Gross $3,315,307 


| Leo Feist, Inc., for five, Santly-Joy- 
| Select, Inc., for four, Chappell & Co. 


| for five, Irving Berlin, Inc., for six, | 


| while the batch named in the Craney 
case consists of five infringements of 
| Berlin works, four of Chappell’s and 
|nine of Harms.’ Additional com- 
plaints, ASCAP announced yester- 
| day, will be filed against both broad- 
| casters as soon as papers can be pre- 
| pared in behalf of many other copy- 
right owners. 
| The many-chaptered quarrel be- 
tween the radio broadcasting indus- 
| try of the United States and the 


Columbia’s gross sales for last | 
month amounted to $2,565,246 and 
represented a boost of 60.2% over 
the billings for September, 1938. 
NBC accounted for $3,315,307 on its 
two networks, and increase of 11.3% 


W. R. CLINE’S CHORE 


Heads NAB Sales Mgrs.’ Committee 
on Miller’s Appointment 


Washington, Oct. 3. 


|American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers added a fur- 


'ther occasion for mutual recrimi- 
|nation last week. Bench warrants 
‘sent east from Missoula, Montana, 


| demanding the arrest of ASCAP of- 
ficials as ‘criminals’ produced the 
following new facets to the tale: 


| watts, and WFBG operates at 100 
| watts on 1,310 k.c. They’re being 
| offered at a package rate of $140 per 
evening hour. 


‘DIVORCE’ IST CO-OP 
ON NBC FROM COAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
First co-op program to go cross 


,country from here over NBC red, 


inetwork will be ‘I Want a Divorce,’ 
‘for the past year airing on Columbia 
Pacific web. Sectional sponsorship 
{has been arranged, with S & W food 
| products continuing bankrolling along 
|the coast. Only foods and beverages 
will be linked on the program. 

| Van Fleming, who has intermit- 
‘tently written and produced the do- 


the sponsor’s product, Contadina To- 
mato Paste, to receive one theatre 
| ducat. 
| Nabe exhibs are reported looking 
at promotion favorably, since it en- 
ables them to cop radio ballyhoo 
'on one of WGAR's top mail-pullers. 
Theatre boys were ones who sug- 
gested sending only one pass to 
each label-clipper, assuring pur- 
chases of an extra admission ticket. 

Jack Paar is handling gossip lo- 
cally as ‘Hollywood Reporter.’ Her- 
schel California Fruit Products is 
bankrolling the series, which began 
last week and is signed through to 
March 23, 


2 TOOTERS OUT OF CBS 
FORMING DANCE BANDS 


last year. NBC’s breakdown figures | 
$2,648,892 for the red (WEAF) link | 


and $666,415 for the blue (WJZ) net- 


William R. Cline, commercial man- 
ager of WLS, Chicago, is the new 
head of the NAB sales managers 
committee. Named by Neville Mil- 


| mestic problem show since its incep- 
1. The attempt to complete the | tion, again takes it in tow, with the 
‘arrest’ was thwarted by Mayor La-| initial broadcast set for Oct. 15. 
Guardia, of New York City, 
branded it a ‘money collection mat- | 


Two of the men currently on notice 
to leave the CBS house musician staff 
are forming their own bands, one 
for dance work and the other for 


— ler last week to succeed Craig Law- 
On the comparative first nin€ rence of KSO, Des Moines. 
Plans to make the group more ef- 
NBC got $2,979,241 37 | fective include appointment of an 
850.851. Columbia’s billings for Sep- | executive committee from the sales 
tember 138 simonunted to $1 601.755 |managers division of the Association 
and for the preceeding September, | '° 
$2,028,585. ‘of Radio Advertising and other 


a headquarters people to perfect gen- 
al promotion program, Each dis- 
PHIL EVANS TO KMBC 
AS FARM ‘COUNSELOR’ 


trict director is to name a répresen- 
Kansas City, Oct. 3. 


tative for the committee. 

Phil Evans, farm radio commenta- 
tor, joined KMBC, Kansas City, as 
director of farm service for the sta- 


Dinning Girls with NBC 
Wichita, Kans., Oct. 3, 1939. 
Dinning Sisters trio of Wichita has 
| joined Ray Shields’ NBC program 
|!from Chicago. Trio is composed of 
the 15-year-old twins, Ginger and 
Jean, and their older sister, Lou 


tion. Evans will be known as the They were once on Enid, Okla 
“frie ar “2 4 ’ - 
friendly farm counselor’ and will) station staff and have appeared on 
actively supervise all farm activi- | local radio programs. 

ties of the station including both; _—_ 


Sustaining and commercials. Through 


| ter’ and chided his police force for 
|taking the Montana warrants seri- 
ously. 


newspapers and wire services had 
been tipped off to stand by for the 
pinch brought charges the 
| ASCAP camp that it was all a pub- 
| licity stunt designed to get ASCAP 
| pictured in print as operating a con- 
spiracy, 

3. Top NBC and CBS officials who 
were also named 
|‘conspiracy’ indictments apparently 
| were not served, their lawyers hav- 

ing agreed to waive extradition, a 


promise ASCAP counsel absolutely | 


refused. ASCAP hinted this proved 
the whole affair was ‘transparently 
insincere.’ They professed to see it 
as a move to embarrass the So- 
i (Continued on page 28) 


| 2. Intimations that the New York | 
| 
| 


in the Montana! 


Farm Humor Sponsored 


San Antonio, Oct. 3. 

| Make-believe Station V-A-P-O 
|took the air through the facilities of 
station KTSA. Program is idea of 
mimic and includes Ben McCay or- 
chestra. 

| Sponsored by the Vapo Gas Sys- 
|tems, Inc., the program consists of 

a humorous review of farm and 
|ranch information, with Stewart por- 
traying all characters. Household 
hints, news bulletins, gossip and an 
assortment of other nonsensical in- 
formation will be broadcast by the 
one man cast each morning at 7:15 
a.m. 

Ben McCay, who claims to be the 
only left-handed fiddler in Texas 
iwill direct the Southerners in Hill- 
| Billy music. 


Music Publishers Warn broadcasters 


gional and federal agricultural 
agencies in broadcasting farm serv- | 
ices, | 

Evans has just completed an NBC, 
assignment for Goodyear in the ca-| 
pacity of farm commentator. He | 
previously resided in Kansas City. 
and had charge of KMBC early) 
morning farm programs beginning in 
1934, 


Music publishers represented by 
Harry Fox, as agent and trustee, will 


to license its product for broadcast- 
ing purposes. At a meeting of a 
group of major publishers last week 
in the New York headquarters of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion it was voted they serve noice 


Walter Johnson On Own 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Walter Johnson has resigned as at- 


owners of the works in Victor’s 


torney on the staff of the Federal! catalog had not given their consent | 


step in on the efforts of RCA Victor | 


on station owners that the copyright | 


that the phonograph record manu-! 


facturer has no lawful right to li- 
cense his wares for broadcasting 
' without the permission of the copy- 
right owner. 
vision on phonograph records in the 
copyright law which states that the 
| payment of the 2c royalty ‘shall not 
‘free the device from further con- 
tributions.’ This clause, as the pubs 
interpret it, prevents the manufac- 


They point to the pro-| 


turer or any one else concerned in |} 


Communications Commission to go 
into private practice. 
He joined the FCC in*June, 1935, 


specializing throughout in broadcast- | legal jeopardy. 


ing matters. 


to such licensing as proposed by the making of the record exercis- 
Victor and any agreement made with | ing any but home machine rights un- 


Victor would be at the broadcaster's | less previous arrangements had been 
| made with the copyright owner. 
The publishers’ stand on _ the 


| 


The publishers take the position | 


Victor Right To License Is Clouded 


broadcast licensing issue will be 
contained in circular letters which 
will be sent out to stations within 
the coming week. The pubs’ action 
comes on the heels of a warning is- 
sued by the American Federation of 
Muscians to its members about as- 
signing their property rights in pho- 
nograph records to the manufactur- 
ers. The AFM’s letter was that such 
| assignment would result in automatic 
dismissal from the union. 

| At the request of the National 
Association of Broadcasters in early 
September Victor deferred enforce- 


|ment of its licensing proposition for 


a period of at least three months. 


radio. Willis Kelly, trumpeter, is 

| gathering a nine-piece swing outfit 
to be booked through Wilson, Powell 
'& Hayward, and Buddy Shepphard 
has set a 15-piece bunch. 

Neither will start until their eicht- 
week notice is up. That’s about mid- 
dle of November. Shepphard, how- 

; ever, has cut some Associated Record 
platters with his crew. 


Parker Games Testing 


Chicago, Oct. 3 


Schwimmer & Scott agency has 
three new accounts and is setting 
‘time schedules for all of them. 
Parker Games account comes into 
the local agency to start a series of 
announcements on five stations. 
WGN, WIND, WJJD, WMAQ and 
WCFL. This will serve as a test 


market, with the campaign indicated 
to spread coast-to-coast. 

Hudson local 
agency for a_three-a-week 
commentary on WBBM with Billy 
tepaid. Hirsch Clothing stores are 
in the agency and set for schedules 
on two stations, a weekly varicty 
show on WGN and a five-a-week 15- 
minute parade on WJJD. Also will 
carry a novelty announcement schede- 
ule on WGN, each announcement to 
be done by impersonator Bill Anson, 
who will spiel each commercial in 
the vocal disguise of a top ether 
star. 


with 
news 


dealers are 


Art Godfrey’s Etchings 
Washington, Oct: 3. 
Art Godfrey, WJSV_ boss-ane 
nouncer, off to New York to cut 10 
one-minute platters for Richfield 
Gas. Some 30 additional commere 
cial announcements to be spiralled 
later. 
Sherman K. Ellis is the agency. 


| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Nat’ Biscuit s Kid Test on WWJ; 


Seek Show Neither Uplift 


e e 
Nor Cliffhanger in Formula wag notified of his dismissal 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

On the theory that kid listeners 
can be weaned away from blood and 
thunder shows if the entertainment 
is made funny and exciting enough, 
Lord & Thomas has prevailed upon 
the National Biscuit Co. to try out a 
juvenile quiz program on WWJ, De- 
troit. If the session clicks on this 
station it will be given a national 
hookup. The product tied up with 
the experiment in children’s air fare 
is Cubs. 

The show will run a half hour and 
be spotted in the late afternoon. 
Particular care will be taken to side- 
step any possibility of the program 
being labeled as educationak The 
producers will direct their efforts 
mainly along two lines; first, getting 
as many laughs as they can out of 
the proceedings, and secondly, trying 
to maintain a steady level of excite- 
ment through the competitive device. 


Showman L. K. Sidney 
Due Back in Active 


Supervision of WHN: 


Louis K. Sidney is expected back 
in New York within two weeks. Sim- 
ilarly, he is expected to resume ac- 
tively as managing director of Sta- 
tion WHN owned by Loew’s of 
which he has been for years a top 
personage. 

Sidney came into radio about four 
years ago and promptly began the 
task of putting a shimmer on the 
! much-neglected WHN. As a result 
of these efforts and his immersion 
deeper and deeper into radio, he be- 
came the key man of the Metro- 
Maxwell House Coffee negotiations, 
out of which the ‘Good News’ pro- 
gram resulted. This ultimately took 
him to Hollywood, where he has 
since remained. 

His return to WHN is expected to 
reintroduce the competitive show- 
manship factor in local N. Y. radio. 


| | DENIES PUG SLANDERED 


WOL Answers Charge It Bruised 
Bruiser’s Feelings 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Remarks about Natie Brown, local 
heavyweight fisticuffer, in reference 
to his defeat last winter by Tony 
Galento were only ‘fair comment and 
criticism’ and consequently not slan- 
derous. That was the answer of 
Tony Wakeman, sports commentator 
on WOL, and the American Broad- 
casting Co. to Brown’s $150,000 dam- 


age suit filed a month ago in the 
Federal District Court. 

The pugilist, who used to be a beer 
saloon proprietor also, wanted balm 
for his tender feelings which al- 
legedly were injured by Wakeman’s 
remark that Brown took a dive for 
the New Jersey suds dispenser last 
February. But Wakeman dcnied 
making any ‘false, malicious, and 
slanderous stctements’ and asked to 
have the suit dismissed. In fact, 
Wakemen said he hadn’t made 
the particular statements ciied in 
Brown's legal wail for monetary 
ointment. 


Fred Shields Elected 
AFRA Prexy on Coast 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
New president of Los Angeles 
chapter of American Federation of 
Radio Artists is Frederic Shields. 


working in Chicago. 

Other officers elected were Wil- 

liam Brandt, Thomas Freebairn- 
Smith, Homer Hall, Earl Ross and 
James Eakins, vice-presidents; Lu- 
cille La Pointe, recording secretary, 
and Ted Bliss, treasurer. 
Directors named for three-year 
terms are Lee Millar, Hal Berger, 
Bea Benaderet, Frank Nelson, Ynez 
Seabury, William Brandt, Freeman 
High, Raymond Clark, William Days, 
Henry Iblings and Richard Bailey. 

AFRA constitution was amended 
to allow balloting on im>-~t-nt is- 
sues by mail. 


e 


Hot Flashes 


With so many sensations be- 
fore and since the war, radio 
newscasters don’t think any 
news item really hot unless it 
breaks in on a Bulova time sig- 
nal, or goes like this: 

‘We interrupt this flash to 
bring you another flash.’ 


GLENN MILLER 
GETS SPONSOR 


Glenn Miller will replace Paul 
Whiteman on Chesterfield’s Wednes- 


day night (8:30-9) spot on CBS Dec. 
27. It’s Miller’s first commercial. 
His program will include the An- 
drews Sisters. Miller's contract stip- 
ulates that he remain in New York 
for his broadcast during the first 13 
weeks, and after that he has travel- 
ing privileges. Deal was set between 
General Amusement Corp., Miller’s 
reps, and the Newell-Emmett agency. 

Whiteman has been on for Ches- 
terfield consistently since the first 
week of 1938. Account also has Fred 
Waring on a quarter-hour strip over 
the NBC-red link five nights a week. 


Proximity of Oxydol To 
Boraxite Compels NBC 


Shift of ‘Name’ Quiz 


NEC is trying to find another spot 
to take care of ‘What’s My Name?’ 
which has been bought by Procter & 
Gamble through the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert office of Chicago. 
Account had picked the 9 to 9:30 
spot on the red (WEAF) link Sat- 
urdays’ but it later developed that 
the product, Oxydol, which P.&G. 
was planning to tie up with the 
quizer would conflict with that of 
the following show, ‘Death Valley 
Days’ on the same evening’s sched- 
ule, namely 9:30 to 10. 


The Pacific Borax Co., backers of 
‘Death Valley,’ also plugs a powdered 
cleanser, Boraxite. NBC ran into a 
similar situation with regard. to 
Tums’ Horace Heidt show this fall, 
and finally got it settled after three 
shifts. 

P. & G. figures on getting ‘Name’ 
started the latter part of October. 
Program has just closed a summer 
run for Bristol-Myers as pinchhitter 
for Fred Allen. 


‘MEET YOUR SUCCESSOR’ 


Kay Barr Gets a Quick Exit After 
Years on Job 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Sherman D. Gregory, manager of 
KDKA, brought in James Luntzel, 
of Chicago, as head of publicity for 


only on the day of his successor’s 
arrival, 
Barr had job several years. 


KCMO, Kansas City, Gets 
Canada Dry, La Palina 
Though Not on Webs 


Kansas City, Oct. 3. 

Station KCMO, Kansas City inde- 
pendent, has sold Canada Dry a 
transcribed re-broadcast each week 
of the NBC Blue ‘Information 
Please.’ Program is on WREN, Law- 
rence, Kansas, but will be repeated 
on KCMO for supplemental Kansas 
City coverage. 

Jack Stewart, station g.m., also has 
arranged through WHB, Mutual af- 
filiate, to carry Stoopnagle’s ‘Quixie 
Doodle Contest’ on Friday nights at 
7, beginning Oct. 20. WHB does not 
operate after sundown but will wire 
the program to KCMO as it does in 
the case of the Ed Thorgerson sports 
blast for La Palina on Saturdays. 

O. S. McPherson, publisher of the 
Kansas City Journal, has become a 
part of KCMO. Deal has been pend- 
ing some time, and was recently 
okayed at a board meeting. McPher- 
son becomes a station v.p. 


JACK HOWARD KEEPS 
INTEREST IN RADIO 


Jack Howard will maintain some 
connection with the Scripps-Howard 
radio station interests, even though 
he has been named assistant to John 
Sorrells, executive editor of the 
Scripps-Howard newspapers, and 
thus steps into the journalistic hier- 
larchy. 

Howard has been an operating ex- 
ecutive of the S-H stations for the 
past four years. 


ERNEST CHAPPELL TO L.A. 


Bernard Herrmann Also West for 
Orson Welles Show 


Ernest Chappell, announcer on 
Dave Elman’s Hobby Lobby show 
and producer of WOR-Mutual’s 
‘Show of the Week’ program, drops 
|both chores to shift to Hollywood as 
‘announcer for the Orson Welles- 
| Campbell Soup program Sundays, 8- 
9 p.m, Budd Hulick replaces Chap- 
pell on ‘Show of the Week.’ 

Bernard Herrman, CBS musical di- 
rector, left for the Coast Monday (2) 
to conduct the music for Welles’ air- 
ings and supervise the same item for 
his picture at RKO. Herrmann mar- 
ried Lucy O’Fletcher of the CBS 
|press dept. in New York before head- 
| ing westward. 


Admen Chide Artie 


Shaw’s Behavior’: 


Rockwell Points Out Big B.0. Take 


Lennen & Mitchell called Tom 
Rockwell in last week and expressed 
concern over what it termed the 
‘bad press’ that Artie Shaw has been 
getting recently on his tour of one- 
nighters. The bandman is on the 
Old Gold show and Rockwell is head 
of General Amusement Corp., which 
firm books Shaw. 

The ad agency told Rockwell of 
letters it has been getting from jit- 


He succeeds Carleton KaDell, now | 


terbugs complaining about Shaw’s 
| display of sullenness on these one- 
| nighters and it pointed out that 
| while temperament was okay in its 
| place, Shaw was not wise in letting 
| these things happen. The agency 
| added that it hoped that this situa- 
| tion would be quickly rectified. 
Shaw is currently playing the 
Strand on Broadway. 

Rockwell, in return, pointed out 
that the letters were most likely 
from cranks and that the fact that 
Shaw was maintaining as strong a 
boxoffice as ever would indicate that 
this feeling was not widespread 
among swing fans. It’s rare for a 
spensor or agency to step in on the 
outside personal behavior of one of 


its'name performers. 


TED COLLINS GROOMS 
WILLIAMS ENSEMBLE 


Johnny Williams, leader of small 
outfit used intermittently on the Kate 
|\Smith program, is building a full- 
size dance band under Ted Collins, 
Miss Smith’s manager. He’ll be 
booked by Music Corp. of America 
and record for Columbia Records. 

Williams has a recording arrange- 
ment with Columbia for the seven- 
piece combo used on the broadcasts. 


Ruppel Imports Weber 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Ted Weber, who has been press 
agent for the swank Chez Paree here 
for the past three years, goes east 
next week to join the Columbia 
web’s publicity department. Weber 
will likely be assigned to promotion 
activities by press chief Lou Ruppel. 

Weber was formerly associated 
with Ruppel on the Daily Times 
‘here, 


Network Premieres 


(From Wednesday (4) Through Thursday (12). 


WEDNESDAY, OCT. 4 


BRISTOL-MYERS CO. WEAF-NEC, 9 to 10 p.m. ‘Town Hall To- 
night,’ with Fred Allen, Portland Hoffa, the Merry Macs, Peter Van 
Steedan’s orchestra. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Ben Larson. An- 
nouncer, Harry Von Zell. Originates from New York. Hookup, 53 
stations. 

JERGENS-WOODBURY SALES CORP. (Woodbury Soap). WEAF- 
NBC, 8 to 8:30 p.m.} ‘Woodbury’s Hollywood Playhouse,’ with Herbert 
Marshall, guests. Lennen & Mitchell. Producer, Jay Clark. Originates 
from N. Y. Hookup, 60 stations. 

CHARLES GULDEN, INC. WJZ-NBC, Wednesday and Friday, 6:30 
to 6:45 p.m. ‘Gulden Screnaders,’ with Red Latham, Wamp Carlson, 
Guy Bonham, Peg La Centra, Johnny Gart. Charles W. Hoyt. Pro- 
ducers, Frank Chase and Richard Pratt. Announcer, Hjerluff Proven- 
sen, Originates from New York. Hookup, 5 stations. 

LEHN & FINK (Hinds Honey & Almond Cream). WABC-CBS, 7:30 
to 8 p.m., with George Burns, Gracie Allen, Frank Parker, Ray Noble’s 
orchestra. William Esty. Producer, Joe C, Donohue. Announcer, 
Truman Bradley. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 52 stations, 

THURSDAY, OCT. 5 

STANDARD BRANDS. WEAF-NEC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. ‘Those We Love,’ 
with Nan Grey and Donald Woods. J. Walter Thompson. Producer, 
Bob Brewster. Originates from San Francisco. Hookup, 46 stations. 

PENN TOBACCO CO. WABC-CEBS, 7:30 to 8 p.m. ‘Vox Pop,’ with 
Parks Johnson and Wallace Butterworth. Ruthrauff & Ryan. Pro- 
ducer, Nathan Tufts. Announcer, Wallace Butterworth. Originates 
from New York. Hookup, 51 stations. 

WARD BAKING CO. WJZ-NEC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. ‘Tip Top Show,’ 
with Joe Penner, Dick Ryan, Gay Seabrook, Russ Brown, Kenny Ste- 
vens, Jacques Renard’'s orchestra. Sherman K. Ellis. Producer, Glan 
T. Heisch. Announcer, Jim Bannon, Originates from Hollywood. 
Hookup, 22 stations. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 6 

GENERAL FOODS CORP. (Grape Nuts). WABC-CBS, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Kate Smith’s Variety Hour, with Ted Collins, Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello, Johnny Williams, Jack Miller’s orchestra, Group Theatre, 
guests. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Harry Ackerman. Announcer, 
Andre Baruch. Originates from New York. Hookup, 66 stations. 

SATURDAY, OCT 7 


QUAKER OATS CO. WEAF-NEC, 8:30 to 9 p.m. ‘Stop-Me-If- 
You’ve-Heard-This-One,’ with Milton Berle, m.c., Gagbusters (J. C. 
Flippen, Harry Hershfield, Col. Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle), guest orches- 
tra (Joe Rines). Sherman K. Ellis. Producer, Larry Holcomb. An- 


‘nouncer, Dan Seymour. Originates from New York. Hookup, 65 
stations, 
WHEATENA CORP. WEAF-NBC, 11:30 to 12 noon. ‘Hilda Hope, 


M.D.’, with Selena Royle, Richard Gordon, Ann Shepherd, House 

Jameson, Vera Allen, others, including appearances of various stage 

and screen stars, Charles Paul, organist. Compton Advertising. Pro- 

ducer, Himan Brown. Originates from New York. Hookup, 17 stations. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 8 

AMERICAN BIRD PRODUCTS, INC. WOR-MUTUAL, 11:45 to 12 


noon. Trained singing canaries. Weston-Barnett. Originates from 
Chicago. Hookup, 8 stations. 

AMERICAN TOBACCO CO. WABC-CBS, 5:30 to 6 pm. ‘Ben 
Bernie and All the Lads,’ with Lew Lehr, Manny Prager. Young & 


Rubicam. Producer, William Rousseau. Announcer, Harry Von Zell. 
Originates from New York. Hookup, 53 stations. 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET CO. WJZ-NBC, 9:45 to 10 pm. 
‘Sports Newsreel of the Air,’ with Bill Stern, Armchair Quartet, guests. 
Benton & Bowles. Originates from Chicago. Hookup, 44 stations. 

GENERAL FOODS CORP. (Jell-O). WEAF-NBC, 7 to 7:30 p.m. 
Jell-O Program, with Jack Benny, Mary Livingstone, Phil Harris’ ere 
chestra, Andy Devine, Rochester (Eddie Anderson). Young & Rubicam. 
Producer, Murray Bolen. Announcer, Don Wilson. Originates from 
Hollywood. Hookup, 80 stations. 

INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO. WABC-CBS, 6 to 6:30 p.m. ‘Silver 
Theatre,’ with Conrad Nagel, guests. Loretta Young. Young & Rubi- 
cam. Producer, Glenhall Taylor. Announcer, Dick Joy. Originates 
from Hollywood. Hookup, 52 stations, 

FELS CO. (Fels Naptha Chips). WABC-CBS, 5 to 5:30 p.m. ‘Hobby 
Lobby,’ with Dave Elman, Harry Salter’s orchestra, guests. Young & 
Rubicam. Producer, H. Booraem. Originates from New York. Hookup, 
46 stations. 

WHEELING STEEL CORP. WOR-MUTUAL, 5 to 5:30 p.m. ‘The 
Musical Steelmakers,’ with Carolyn Lee, Dorothy Anne Crow, Ardenne 
Crow, the Steel Sisters, the Singing Millmen, the Old Timer, Jean and 
Her Boy Friends, orchestra. Critchfield & Co. Producers, J. L. 
Grimes, Ardenne White. Originates from Wheeling, W. Va. Hookup, 
23 stations plus Colonial and Oklahoma networks. 

MONDAY, OCT. 9 


CORN PRODUCTS REFINING CO. (Kre-mel, Linit). WABC-CBS, 
Monday through Friday, 3:15 to 3:30 p.m. ‘Society Girl,’ with Char- 
lotte Manson, Carleton Young, Arthur Elmer, Katherine Rogers, Arthur 
Vinton, Gladys Thornton. E. W. Hellwig. Producer, Roger White. 


Announcer, Irving Kaufman. Originates from New York. Hookup, 
52 stations. 
GENERAL FOODS CORP. (Calumet, Swans Down). WABC-CBS. 


Monday through Friday, 2:45 to 3 p.m. ‘My Son and I,’ with Betty 
Garde, Kingsley Colton. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Carol Irwin. 
Announcer, Andre Baruch. Originates from New York. Hookup, 
67 stations. 

COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET CO. (Concentrated Super Suds.) 
WEAF-NBC, Monday through Friday, 1:15 to 1:30 p.m. Ellen Ran- 
dolph, with Elsie Hitz and John McGovern. Benton & Bowles. Origi- 
nates from New York. Hookup, 49 stations. 

GENERAL FOODS CORP. (Calumet, Swans Down, Diamond Crys- 
tal Salt.) WABC-CBS, Monday through Friday, 12 to 12:15 p.m. ‘Kate 
Smith’s Noonday Chats.’ Young & Rubicam. Producer, Harry Acker- 
man. Announcer, Ted Collins. Originates from New York. Hookup, 
65 stations. 

GENERAL MILLS, INC. WABC-CBS, Monday through Friday, 5 to 
5:15 p.m. ‘By Kathleen Norris,’ with Arline Blackburn, Santos Ortega, 
Mildred Baker, Lawson Zerbe, others. Knox Reeves. Producer, Brice 
Disque, Jr. Announcer, Dwight Weist. Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 31 stations. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11 

HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE CO., LTD. (Dole Pineapple Juice & 
Gems.) WABC-CBS, & to 8:30 p.m. ‘Al Pearce and His Gang,’ with 
Billy House, Don Reid, Bill Wright, Carl Hofi’s orchestra. N. W. Ayer. 


Producer, Brad Browne. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 52 
stations, 


WKY Man Turns Flyer 


Re-prime Life Savers 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 3. 
William Kennedy, program direc- 


tor of WKY, has resigned to re-enter 
the U. S. Army Air Corps. 

Naiph Abadoher, production man- 
ager, has taken over Kennedy's 
duties, 


Young & Rubican is trying to sell 
Life Savess on underwriting a nete 
work show. 

Account hasn’t been on a hookup 
for three years, 


t 


| | 
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Cincinnati, Oct. 3. 


At the moment, Cincinnati's radio 
stations are holding about as still 
while their picture 1s being taken 
as a brat in a barbershop. The radio 
situation here is equalled only by 
the tremendous local uproar over 
the pennant-winning Crosley-owned 
pall team, and before long the Reds 
themselves may unwittingly become 
even more closely identified with the 
radio uproar; for if the World Series 
is broadcast by WKRC, the Queen 
City will witness the almost unbe- 
lievable spectacle of a CBS-owned 
station broadcasting a Mutual de- 
scription of Powel Crosley players 
in action. 

But that’s only one small incident 
in an endless series here. CBS is 
awaiting FCC approval to sell 
WKEC to the Times-Star, which is 
one of the first (the first, perhaps) 
times when a network has attempted 
to cut loose a station instead of buy- 
ing more. Pending the consumma- 
tion of this sale, WKRC, still CBS- 
owned, is carrying the Mutual net- 
work schedule. 
partially doing the same thing. For 
when the Mutual franchise was 
given to WKRC, WLW (NBC) kept 
those commercials which were then 
running on the Crosley airer, and 
will keep them as long as the spon- 
sors want to re-sign contracts. Only 
L. B. Wilson’s WCKY and Scripps- 
Howard’s WCPO are unattended by 
this preliminary cross-ruff. 

As spectacular as this situation 
may now appear, it really is only 
the beginning. The climax is yet a 
way off, By the time new deal in 
affiliation, rates, and wattage has 
thoroughly taken hold, every station 
in town will be in the middle of a 
competitive ring where statistics and 
promotion stunts will fly like bare 
knuckles. The stations know this 
only too well. But the Cincinnati 
crowd is going to enjoy it hugely. 
This is not Cincinnati’s first battle, 
and it probably isn’t the last. Hence 
a carnival spirit prevails. 

To appreciate the implications of 
the new mardi gras, some history 
and a few figures must be hauled 
out of the morgue. 


Six Times More National 


Than Local Radio Acets. | 


Cincinnati, no matter how you fig- 


ure it, is the greatest radio city in | 


the United States from the angle of 
time sales. The five stations carry 
six times as much national spot busi- 


ness as they carry local business—a | 


percentage in favor of national spot 
so huge that it is only remotely riv- 
alled by one other city (Des Moines). 
Furthermore, Cincinnati carries so 
much network dollar volume that 
New York can barely keep ahead of 


it, and the difference between the | 
two is actually to the point of ex- | 


tinction. Compared to Cincinnati, 
Chicago is a half-pint in this regard. 

That Cincinnati should hold this 
No. 1 niche in time sales is due to 
several factors. For one thing, this 
is the home of Crosley. Some 18 
years ago, Crosley began radio pion- 
eering, a process that he and _ his 
bunch consistently followed up to 
500.000 watts. If any spot buyer 
could overlook wattage of the or- 
ganization he must have been blind. 
And just to make Cincy more spec- 
tacular there was the boy politician, 


L. B. Wilson, who raised WCKY up | 


from a spindly-legged pup. 

Meantime, WLW in 
with the wattage step-down has cut 
its rate 10 per cent. But this chal- 
lenge to the talents of Jimmy Shouse, 
Who leads the Crosley flying wedge, 
has not gone unaccepted. Shouse 
has started such a stir for more and 
more business that it would not be 
surprising if the Crosley duo will 
turn in another record year, wattage 
and rates and new competition to the 
Conirary, This would indeed make 
a pretty picture for the FCC after 


because WLW was thought to be too 
heavily gold-plated. 


To make sales gains, the Crosley 


brain trust is putting plenty of 
Comph on WSAIT’s local sales. This 
1S where WSAI and WCPO make 
contact. For WCPO under Mort 
Watters has lassoed local business 
like a rodeo champ. And if and 
when WKRC gets under the Times- 
Star aegis, young Hulbert Taft, Jr., 
'S gOing to be the other contender for 
the local mazuma as well as a 
Scrapper for national spot. Already 
WKRC has put its local rate at $150 
to get within range of the Main 
Street salient; and the national rate 
has been hauled from $300 to $250 
for a better pot shot there. With 


However, WLW is! 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


going to make it a hot shelling on 
all fronts, 

But it would be surprising if, 
despite all the shooting, anybody got 
seriously hurt. Cincinnati is that 
roomy. 

: As regards the ammunition stored 
in the bunkers of each station, its 
like this: 


Crosley Stations Have 
Many Allied Activities 


WLW-WSAI's magnitude of oper- 
ation can best be seen from its pay- 
roll which, overall, includes 350 per- 
sons. Jimmy Shouse (previously 
KMOX, St. Louis) pilots the stations 
as vice-president, with Bob Dunville 
(also. ex-KMOX) sales managing 
WLW, and Dewey Long (ex-CBS) 
general managing WSAI. WLW 
banks its operations on the theory 
that Cincinnati is only 10 per cent 
of its area, while WSAI sets ’em up 
in the local alley. In view of its 
stature, WLW collects 80 per cent 
/payment from NBC on its network 
schedule. 


Much has been said about WLW- 
WSAI production. Two Varrery 


conformity 


placques for showmanship are hang- 
|ing in the main hall in recognition 
|of this activity, and the siations have 
| plugged their programs hard. Less, 
| perhaps, has been publicly said on 
‘another piece of Crosley (WLW) am- 
munition: its Hitz-hotel treatment of 
clients, a process so surefire that any 
| WLW client can tear up his contract 
when he wants to, and not be held 
| to the terms of the paper. Here’s 
how this client treatment works: 


The minute a new account is 
signed, Bob Dunville’s office goes to 
| work on it, lining up the personnel 
_involved, gathering data on market- 
| ing, ete., and making merchandising 
| plans. And long ere the client has 
‘eaught his breath, WLW has given 
him a blueprint of everything essen- 

tial to the program, and is out in 
the field checking program and prod- 
uct. The idea behind it is an old 
| marketing axiom that satisfied cur- 
‘rent customers are the best future 
| prospects. WLW therefore goes in 
for intense cultivation of the soil. It 
costs less in the end, and it makes 
everybody happier. In type and 
scope WLW’s programming is a cross 
between WEAF and WLS. 

| To cover completely in this space 
| the activities of the Crosley organi- 
| zation is patently impossible. But 
| certain essentials should be alluded 
| to. Aside from WLW-WSAI, Powel 
Crosley also operates WLWO, a 
| 50,000-watt shortwaver with special 


programs for South America; a 
facsimile setup; a television plant 
(in the process of building); and 
three mobile units. Harold Carr is 
production manager, and has six 
producers working for him. Lee 
House edits continuity, aided by a 
staff of 10. George C. Biggar (pre- 
viously WLS) handles programming, 
rural features, and oversees the 
artists bureau to which Jack Bell 
devotes full time. Joe Cherniavsky 
is musical director, batoning orches- 
tras ranging from 13 to 25 pieces. 
Meredith Runck’s research depart- 
ment has eight persons and conducts 
studies on product preference, mer- 
chandising, wholesaling and retail- 
ing via students in seven cities. 
Cecil Carmichael’s publicity depart- 
ment has a staff of six and sends 
a stream of schedules, mats, etc. to 
2,100 papers for WLW and 200 
papers for WSAI; Carmichael ad- 
ditionally functions as assistant to 
the vice-president and keeps an eye 
on extensive lineup of remotes. Bill 
Bailey’s news department employs 
seven persons. Walter Callahan, 
sales service manager, is continually 
chasing all over the zone on merch- 
andising missions. Beulah Straw- 
way’s merchandising department ties 
in with the whole works. And while 
this great clockwork is in operation, 
some 40 to 50 stations are voluntarily 
rebroadcasting the WLW schedule in 
winter, as many as 25,000 visitors 
per week come to see what it looks 
like. 


With 50 K.W. Expansion 
Is the Order at WKCY 


L. B. Wilson’s WCKY meantime is 
expanding in every direction. Its 
quarters in the downtown Cincy 
Gibson Hotel have been more than 
doubled. The local rate card is out. 


New talent and programs are 
promised. Some staff changes have 


been made. And all the while WCKY 
is keeping an eye sharply cocked on 
the benefits that come with 50,000 
watts—i. e., secondary coverage. 

L. B. Wilson most emphatically 
owns and runs the station. Sales 
manager is E. C. (Jimmy) Krauters, 
previously sales promotion manager, 
and prior to that with WLW. Elmer 
Dressman, long with L. B. and once 
a newspaperman, directs public re- 
lations. Station promotion is handled 
by Bev Dean who came over about 
a year ago from WHK-WCLE. Other 


personnel includes George Moore, 
sales promotion manager, Mendel 


Jones, program director, and Thomas 
Mitchell, merchandising manager. 
WCKY, with the CBS switchover, 


The broadcasting industry has failed thus far to make much 


headway against the stubbornly conservative gentry who run 


department stores. 


on the list of radio’s missing-with-few-traces business. 
sistent has been this snubbing of radio that the department 


They remain unquestionably number one 


So con- 


' store, as such, is emerging in the fullness of time as a challenge 


to the mettle of the industry's 


script. 
published. 


sales strategy. Concerning no 


‘other type of sales resistance is there so much (1) determina- | 
tion to keep trying and (2) wistful wonder as to why the 
charms of radio have not melte 
This department of Vartety has discussed department stores 
and how they get that way 
Other commentaries on this subject will hereafter be 


d the merchandizers up to now. 


—bhefore now. ‘This is a post 


Wiliam B. Ryan, sales manager of NBC's San Francisco 


stations, KPO and KGO, has 
thoughts on the subject. 


The 


developed some fairly precise 
se are summarized below as a 


provocative addenda to the subject. 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. 

| It isn't the radio salesmen. They 
can't be as bad as the facts would 
superficially suggest. The failure of 
one salesman, a group of salesmen, 
‘or one particular town might be 
‘ascribed to poor selling methods, 
lack of personality, inexpert ap- 
proach. But the department stores 
| of nearly every town and city do 
‘not react so universally without sup- 
| porting the suspicion there’s some- 
ithing peculiar about 
| stores rather than anything basically 
|amiss with the presentation of ra- 
| dio’s own story. 

| Jt isn’t, in other words, that radio 


DEPT. STORES 


that body cut the wattage partly | 


' quent. It’s that department store ad- 
vertising managers apparently re- 
gard themselves as experts at news- 
print and amateurs at radio enter- 
tainment and prefer to play it safe. 
That fact keeps throwing radio sales- 
' men out the door. 


BUREAU MISSING BUSINESS 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| up, why not merchants? 


has annexed itself a healthy chain 
schedule. Additionally it has taken 
on some new talent. The Bland Boys 
(Al ard Lee) comedians and musi- 
cians, have been hired from WKRC. 
Sid Ten Eyck, m.c. and winder of 
the musical clock, has returned to 
the fold after a turn at managing 
WSMK (now WING) in Dayton. 
Local production includes weather 
bureau broadcasts, a tie-up with the 
University of Cincinnati, Boy Scout 
and Red Cross tie-ups, a_ traffic 
safety program, highlights from 
Latonia (race track), a homemaker’s 
stanza with Sid Ten Eyck and ‘Sue’ 
(Verona Hughes), plus a whole flock 
of production blueprints as yet not 
unfurled. 


Important in the switchover 
matter is that WCKY has widened 
its horizon to embrace an expanded 
territory with programs and pro- 
motion. In addition to the advent 
of livestock reports, etc., there are 
three programs to woo the fancy of 
outlying listeners. One of these is 
presided over by Olive Kackley 
(formerly WLS), who. organizes 
home-talent shows in surrounding 
communities, turns the admission 
price of viewing them over to 
charity, and broadcasts the works 
on WCKY. Another stanza is a 
neighborly salute, worked out in 
conjunction with local newspapers, 
and winding up'with the local mayor 
and other local bigshots broadcasting 
on WCKY. A third one consists in 
sending Milton Bacon to the hinter- 
land to stage a ‘Chocolate Cake Con- 
test’ in cooperation with newspapers, 
then lecture, and finally broadcast 
a synopsis of this cozy rigmarole 
via a stanza called ‘Cities Worth- 
while and Folks Worth Knowing.’ 


In order that this and other stunts 
may be well greased with publicity, 
Elmer Dressman’s department shoots 
out boilerplate—not just mats, but 
actual metal blocked on wood—to 
108 papers. 

The promotion department mean- 
time keeps up a running fire of 
window displays, tire covers, score- 
boards, mailing pieces, etc. Mer- 
chandising is a standard station fea- 
ture, and the cooperation of drug- 
gists and grocers is assiduously 
cultivated. 


Stable of Phonograph 
Records Now Zooming 


WCPO is the town’s non-affiliated 
station. It’s owned by Scripps- 
Howard and managed by Mort 
Watters, previously with the Ken- 


‘ly that retailers use radio advertis- 


nedy stations (West Virginia). It’s a! 


NCINNATI: FULL HAPPY WARRIORS 


compliment to the WCPO of today 
to bring up its past history, some of 
which was made in a_ basement 
where the studios were then located, 
When the station moved to more 
auspicious quarters, Variety’s Cincy 
rep. Joe Kolling blithely wrote this 
removal had been accomplished 
‘without breaking a platter.’ That's 
about all there was to move—phono- 
graph records. 

WKRC picture cannot be given 
until the Times-Star deal is settled. 
Bill Schudt has been managing for 
CBS, and the job he did—in the 
words of his own competitors— was 
bang-up. Schudt will be assigned 
other duties by CBS, as will William 
Williamson, commercial manager. 

The Taft interests, when the 
Times-Star takes over, will be re- 
presented by Hulbert Taft, Jr., who 
1s currently writing editorials on the 
paper. He'll be WKRC _ general 
manager. station will, of 
course continue with its Mutual 
affiliation, and with the new rate 
structure will revise its place in the 
world. It's safe to say that Taft 
will make this campaign aggressive, 
Although unacquainted with the de- 
tails of radio operation he’s a bear- 
cat for questions. 

A closing note on Cincinnati: even 
though its a No. 1 radio center, it 
can’t whip the department stores. 
They don’t use radio. 


THE CUSTOMERS 


The following national and regional spot 
accounts are represented with campaigns 


on the five Cincinnati stations: 
American Specialty Co...... Charles Blum® 
Beaumont Laboratories...... We. W. Kastor 
Benton & Rowles (Chi)®# 
Cereals. H. W. Kastor 
Carter Medicine Co.....Spot Broadcasting® 
Chattanooga Medicine.....Nelson Cheman® 
Cambpell-Fwald® 
Clark Gardner Nursery....Northwest Radio 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Consolidated Cigar........... Erwin-Wasey 


Consolidated Drug (DDD)...Benson & Datil 
Consolidated Drug (Kelpmalt)......... 
Benson & Dahl 
Consolidated Drug (Moonlight Ma‘seup) 
Benson & Dahl 
Consolidated Drug (Ninal)..Benson & Dahl 


Brace Beemer 
Detroit-Michigan Stove......... Weed & Co, 
H. Morris 
Foley & & Solomon 
Freezone....... . Stirling Getchell® 
Grove’s Bromo Quinine....... H. W. Kastor 
Grove's Chest Reb. H. W. Kastor 
Dr... 65 We 


Kenrad Corp...Allen, Heaton & MacDonald 
Keystone Steel & Wire.... Russell M, Seeds 
Kroger Grocery & Baking..Ralph H. Jones 


Lever Bros. (Spry)....... Rothrauff & Ryan 
Lever Bros. (Spry)..... Ruthrauff & Ryan*® 
Took Magazine..Allen, Heaton & McDonald 
Manhattan Franklin Bruck 
Mantle Lamn Co..Preshba, Fellers & Presba 
| Maryland Pharmaceutical (Rem, Rel).. 
Joseph Katz® 


boiled prospects. After all, any radio 
salesman dating back to the early | 
days of the business went up against | 
plenty of scorn, hostility and heart- | 
break. If others could be sweetened | 

According to Bill Ryan the prin- 
ciples involved in the success stories 
of department stores which do use 
radio in some few cities, show clear- 


ing profitably when: 

‘1. It is used to sell specific ar- 
tircles of merchandise and individ- 
ual programs are geared definitely | 


'to one department at a time. Not 
when used institutionally. 
‘2. When the program used for 


each department is planned so that 
it entertains and/or informs the class 
of people who make up the natural 
market for the specific merchandise 
being advertised at the time they are 
at home and available as listeners. 
‘3. When the store realizes that 


| radio production, including the writ- 


ing of commercials, requires a dfi- 
ferent technique than newspaper 
copy and hires a specialist, or em- | 


| ploys the services of a competent | 


advertising agency to do this job and 


| to-person 


| Station sales managers, with very , 
few exceptions, tell the same story. | 


North, south, east or west, big town 
or small town each department store 
,;manager blandly replies, ‘but my 


-pokerfaces of authority so 


| progress has been made that radio 
| has to 


stores 


the. Times-Star backing, WKRC is , hasn’t been articulate or even elo-, to convince than all other hard- 


to generally coordinate its radio ac- 
tivities. 

‘4. The store management goes 
back to A BC reasoning and finally | 
grasps the idea that radio is person- | 
selling, the nearest 
proach possible to having thousands | 
of its clerks sitting in living rooms | 
and telling their sales stories. 

‘5. When people are not command- 
ed to buy, but intrigued. with the 


department store is different.’ Against the polite price, style and quality of the mer- 
little  chandise. 


‘6. When they appreciate retail of- 


| the air than in other media.’ | 


Roche, Williams & Cunnyingham® 


Monarch \gency not listed 
National 
National Refund (insurance service)... 

| First United Broadensters 
| North American Insurance. . Franklin Pruck 
| Packer’s Tas 


Penn & Rvan 


| Procter & Gamble (‘amay)..Pedlar & Ryan 


Procter & Gamble (Criseo)........ Compton 
Procter & Gamble (Crisco)....... Compton® 
Procter & Gamble 
Bleockett-Sample-Hummert 
Procter & Gamble 
Blackett-Sample-Ilummert 


Procter & Gamble 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Rit Dye Younge & Rubicam® 
Roman Cleanser......... Gleason Adv.® 
Stanhack Carson Brantley 
Stanco (Nujol, Flii)......MeCann-Ericksoa 
Schulze J Potts 
Smith Bros....... Brown & Tarcher 
“ocony-Vacuum....Knox-Reeves (baseball) 
Stephano BGros.......... ..-Aitken-Kynett 
Sterling Products......... ...Stack-Goble 


Studebaker 


Roche, Williatns & Cunnyngham® 
V. Earl Bothweli® 
Utilities Engineering Inst............. 
First United Broadcasters 
Vick Chemical. Morse International 
White Labs. «(Feenamint)....... Wm. Esty® 
First United Broadcasters® 
* Accounts marked with an asterisk use 
time segments less than five minutes in 
length (4nnouncements, participations, 
etc.}. 


SAMPLE NEPHEW IN BIZ 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
John Sample, nephew of Glenn 
Sample, joins the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency this week. No as- 
signment specified immediately and 
likely will work in a number of de- 


ask itself why department ferings are news to women, and just partments for the time being. 
should be so much harder! as acceptable if not more so over | 


Sample comes to B-S-H from the 
NBC local sales department. 
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26 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Pot 0’ Gold (Tums) Heard at Last: 


It's Dish Night, Only Not As Good 


By BOB LANDRY 


The much-delayed lawyer-weighed 
‘Pot o’ Gold’ program has at last gone 
on the air for Tums (Tuesday, 8:30, 
NBC red), and with its unveiling the 
world and the radio industry knows 
what it amounts to, viz: a brainwave 
whereby entertainment is subordi- 
nated entirely to a giveaway. Hor- 
ace Heidt and his music is reduced 
to the routine assignment of filling in 
the stage waits between the several 
steps of a glorified prize-drawing. 
The program concerns itself solely, 
from beginning to end, with the se- 
lection of that person among the na- 
tion's telephone subscribers who 
shall be rung up while the program 
is on the air and told that he or she 
has won $1,000 as an outright gift. 

Here plainly is a case of substitut- 
ing the giveaway for the show or, at 
least, making the giveaway the whole 
show. It is dish night on the kilo- 
cycles, but with one important flaw. 
Theatres that give souvenirs to at- 
tract patronage make a gift to every- 
body that comes through the wicket. 
This program has one winner and an 
umteen number of thousands, or mil- 
lions, of losers. 

The bright concept that for a $1,000 
prize, plus the cost of stations and an 
orchestra, Tums will capture a top- 
shelf rating in C.A.B. may work out. 
Or again it may not. It’s an even- 
money bet on the latter proposition. 
What Tums is ignoring is about 60° 
of the radio homes, which number 
25.000,000 or more, as against the 
telephone homes, which number 
around 11,000,000. 

But the 11,000,000 homes that have 
telephones (and presumably radios) 
may not necessarily be all atwitter 
to tune in. Actually the winner need 
not be tuned in. He or she needs 
merely to be at home to answer the 
phone. The idea, however. is that 
millions will be listening. But they 
don’t have to! 

This brings up the question of 
how exciting to a telephone sub- 
scriber the possibility of winning 
$1,000 is. 


spins three times: once for the book, 
once for the page. once for the sub- 
scriber’s line on the page. 
one grand. 
the Irish Sweevstakes, considered 


4.000,000-or-so-to-one, but with $150.,- | 
000 as grand prize and many lesser | 


ones. Of course, the Sweepstakes 
demands an investment and Tums} 
does not. But the comparison seems | 
pointed. 


It’s 11,000,000-to-one | 
shot if the dial is only spun once, it | 


a 

All for | ©. 
Geek sible effect on children. 
Ue 


| ‘Kill, kill, kill’ 


‘YOUNG MAN WITH A BAND’ 

With Horace Heidt orchestra, Larry 
Cotton, Frankie Carle, John Ham- 
mond, Jr., Bobbie Hackett, Henry 

| Russell, Fred Lowery, Dan Sey- 

| mour 

| 30 Mins. 

COLUMBIA RECORD CORP. 

Friday, 10:30 p.m. 


WABC-CBS, N. Y. 


| BOB HOPE 


With Jerry Colonna, Judy Garland, 


Skinny Ennis Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

PEPSODENT 
Tuesday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Lord & Thomas) 

Bob Hope started off where he left 
| off—which means that he is in high 
| gear. 
his rapid upthrusting in popularity 
and in professional standing presum- 
ably ought to take the form of a 
| slight essay on the extreme wisdom 
'of comedians devoting a substantial 
|amount of income for writers. - The 
gag staff that Hope has surrounded 
himself with is of the best. There 
seems every reason to suppose that 
| they -will help Hope to be number 
| two radio comic this season, inferior 
only to the solidly entrenched Jack 
Benny. 

There was skill in the handling of 
the several supporting versonalities, 
notably teen-age Judy Garland, who 
was kept nice even while making 
funny comments on Hope. his gags 
and his self-esteem. Her singing will 
be a nice pace-change for the enter- 
tainment. Skinny Ennis supplies the 
music, lively and likable. 

Jerry Colonna is back to stooge in 
his strangely different comedy style. 
The whole half hour stood up and 
out as well-pvlanned. well-supvlied 
with ammunition. well-rehearsed and 
certain to be hailed as Tuesdav >v>n- 
ing’s gala event. Land. 


‘THE SHADOW’ 
With Bill Johnston, Marjorie Ander- 
son, Ken Roberts 
Serial 
30 Mins. 
BLUE COAL 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
Returning for another season on a 
small hook-up (six stations), this 
|frankly grisly session has the same 


stands bearing such titles as 
| Horror Weekly.’ There will be peo- 
ple who will say ‘there ought to be 
law’ when they think of the pos- 


This was particularly the reaction 


mal trainer cried out to his gorilla. 


exhortation to homicide is hardly a 
contribution to the advance of civili- 
zation. 


The critical summing up of | could be bought for a half buck on 


| Sort of appeal as those luridly fron- | 
tispieced magazines on the news-|! 
‘All- | 


to be expected when in the first epi- | 
sode heard in N. Y. a demented ani- | 


This invitation and) 


| Columbia Records, CBS subsid, got 
/off to a healthy start on its new half 
j}hour showcasing its own recording | 
|bands and personalities. Heidt or- | 
| chestra was good group to lead off. | 
| Session was balanced and well writ- | 
| ten. It flowed smoothly from start | 
‘to finish with just enough dialog and | 
| sidelights to vary. 
| No time was lost in punching | 
‘home the fact that the artists heard | 


'Columbia Records. Heidt and his 
recording bosses, latter through Dan 
Seymour, announcer, exchanged ver- 
bal bouquets to launch proceedings, 
with the leader using some of his 
already recorded material as samples. 
Thereafter the plugging smartly tap- 
ered off to a minimum. 

Heidt’s band on this airing prob- 
ably surprised a lot of his followers 
and quite a few of those that ain't. 
Punchy, rhythmic arrangements in 
heavier style than the light, sweet 
pennings usually used by the band 
put it in a new light. Frankie Carle | 
played his followup to ‘Sunrise Ser- 
enade.” a number tagged ‘Shadows’ 
and clicked. Bobbie Hackett stood 
out with a trumpet break on ‘Oh 
You Crazy Moon.’ Singers Larry 
Cotton and Henry Russell handled 
their chores neatly and Fred Lowery 
kicked in with nice whistling. 

John Henry Hammond, Jr., swami 
of the hot jazz cult, let the hinter- 
land band followers in on some cur- 
rent happenings. His talk was short 
and widely varied—too short and too 
varied in fact. He was inclined to 
jump erratically. He discoursed on 
the batile of Artie Shaw and Glenn 
Miller’s orchestras which are cur- 
rently opposing each other on 
Broadway, and the coming musical 
version of ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream’ among other stuff. Handled 
his lines neatly and clearly but 
fuller treatment of fewer items 
seems better. 

Finale of the show is the selection. 
via a number out of a hat, of one of 
the audience to come up to the mike 
and sing a tune. It’s recorded and 
a copy given to the singer. Seems 
like a neat novelty and it worked 
nicely on this airing. However, it 
may present a future problem if the 
thing is on the level. Here the one 
selected was apparently sitting near 
the mike—a little too near to make 
it sound kosher to an audience 
| trained by Screeno, etc., to expect a 
wait between a winner’s call and his 
'or her’s jaunt stageward. If a fu- 
ture winner is on the balcony of a 
CBS Playhouse, what to do with the | 
intervening time will have to be 
taken care of. Winner on this air- | 


| Actually the television camera was 


teamwork. Land. 
‘ONE OF THE FINEST’ 
With Carleton Young, Josephine 


Television Review 


FORDHAM VS. WAYNESBURG 
Football 
Saturday, Sept. 30, ’39 
RCA-NBC, New York 

Premier of football over New York 
television was highly successful. Un- 
like baseball with its players scat- 
tered over a wide field, the compact 
formation in football of both sides 
within a small range of focus means 
that the iconoscope can keep stead- 
ily beamed on the main act on. 


remarkably close to the line of scrim- 
mage in many shots. The players 
could be easily made out and there 
was a good chance to watch some, if 
not all plays in detail. It was all 
that the back rows in a stadium see 
and more. 

Sun was out Saturday and that, 
helped, although rain threatened and 
did arrive. It’s clear that the out- 
door crew of RCA-NBC television is | 
learning fast. Blending from one 
camera to other revealed more 
smoothness. 

_It was a memorable occasion in 
what this first football event, a 
minor game, suggests for the future 
of televized sports. Except for punts, 
and passes, which remained out of 
camera range, the spectator could 
follow the action quite well. Plenty 
good enough to size up the quality of 
the much touted Fordham players 


Hull, Kitty Bergman, Colleen Ward 
30 Mins. 
GORDON BAKING CO. 
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


|of the new bankroller. 
‘by the Professor himself with a 


PROF. QUIZ 
(Craig Earl) 
Mins. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York. 


(H. W. Kastor) 


| Dr. Craig Earl, in his character ag 
| Prof. Quiz, has been one of the most 
successful as he was one of the first 
_of the q. and a. boys. Under a new 
jbanner, Procter & Gamble (Tee} 
liquid dentifrice), he follows in the 
| groove carved 
Noxema. 


An exception was the introduction 
It was done 


lengthy speech detailing how he had 
investigated the merit of the prod- 


|ucts he is to plug before agreeing to 


work under its sponsorship. It was 


an effective bit of hokum. 

Questions once in a while show 
flights of ingenuity, but mostly are 
pretty easy. And the unanswered 
ones are merely allowed to die by 
Earl. 


‘SHERLOCK HOLMES’ 

With Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, 
John Conte 

30 Mins. 


GROVE BROMO-QUININE 


Monday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Stack-Goble) 


The knowing radio writer, Edith 
Meiser, arranges the lines of Sher- 
lock Holmes and Doctor Watson in 
such order, and the astute actors, 
Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce, 
lend them such advanced (for radio) 
light and shade readings, that it 
would seem more than obvious that 
Grove’s Bromo-Quinine will get 
more than its share of listeners. 
‘Sherlock’ has been as standard as 
kippered herring on English hreak- 


WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) | 

All the short stories and B pic- 
tures before and since ‘Riley the | 
Cop’ are recalled by this sentimen- | 
talized Monday-Thursday double in- 
stallment police tale. It begins life 
tentatively with a_ three-station 
hook-up, in which WWJ, Detroit, 
and WLS, Chicago, are linked to 
the New York originator. 

Dealing in broad, simple-minded 
melodrama, with warm-hearted 
chappies on our side and venom- 
spewing dastards on the other side, 
the program ain't literature, but still 
in its own way, it ain't inartistic. 

The script is by Leighton Brill. It | 
runs from north to south on a 
straight line. There is a commen- 
dable absence of any confusion as to 
who is who and where he or she 
stands. The hero is definitely op- 
posed to murder. He has just been 
graduated from college and wants 
to be a cop. His father, who is one 
(a cop), wants him to be a banker. 
They quarrel over this. Most of the 
first chapter was a clash of wills. 


There is no hint over the air until | 
the very moment the telephone call | 
is completed as to the name and ad- 


Vast privileges are commonly ac- 
corded to horror literature on the 
| theory that, when properly labelled, 


ing, a secretary, was offered a selec-|In the end the mother revealed the 
| tion of tunes prepared by the band | sacrifices that put the son through 
| and the latter was supposed to help} school and he agreed to get an al- 
her find her correct key. After one} paca coat and learn how to certify 


fast menus. He's been done sc®often 
and by so many performers in every 
known entertainment medium that 
the record would over-load this 
page of reviews with footnotes. Suf- 
fice that despite other renderings in 
radio it appears that the Rathbone 
one will flourish. 

There was only one point (where 
Holmes looks into a mirror?) that 
was hard to follow. For the most 
part ‘The Case of the Sussex Vam- 
pire’ was good easy chair tale-tell- 
ing. Stack-Goble’s production was 
first rate and better throughout. 
Writer, actors and director all got 
together. 

Commercials are pointed and un- 
mistakable, but not overdone. That 
should be a further recommendation 
to many listeners. 

Superior whodunit stuff. Land. 


METROPOLITAN AUDITIONS OF 
OF THE AIR 

With Wilfred Pelletier, Guests 

Songs, Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 

Sun., 5:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


PAINT 


in the employ of - 


dress of the person called. The 
phone books of the nation, it is an- 
nounced, have been bound together 
into big volumes merely bearing a 
number. They are piled up on the 
stage. In each, presumably. are 
scattered local directories. A man in 
Andover, Mass., won the $1.000 on 
the first broadcast and presumably 
anybody in that area could easily 
check up on the page and line to 
confirm the ‘Pot 0’ Gold’s’ selection. 
Nobody else could. There is, of | 
course, much vagueness on the odds | 
involved, the number of directories | 
on the stage and so on. 

The other end of the phone con- | 
versation is not heard by the er 
listeners. This is probably a neces- | 
sary legal precaution against what | 
some survrised citizen might blurt | 
out if suddenly informed of a $1,000 | 
award for no reason at all. Its ab- 
sence removes the one touch of sur- 
prise the program might otherwise | 
achieve. 

Althoush Heidt and his aides did 
their best to simulate great excite- 
ment, neither the several steps nor 
the final one-sided voice contact with 
the man in Andover packed much | 
drama. While the program is un-' 
doubtedly conducted on the up and 
up, the nroof, to skeptical listeners, 
that prearrangement is impossible. is 
not conclusive. The audience hears | 
the spinning of a wheel and some- | 
body connected with the program 
calls out the number. It seems fair 
to recall that, thanks to crooked car- 
nivals which have gypped millions of 
American citizens for the last two 


generations. there is a certain lack of | 


universal confidence in wheels that 
svin and ston at numbers. Granted 


that the simple-minded homes mav | 


not be so susvicious or sovhisticated. 
the next question is: do the simnle- 
minded homes hove telephones to 
shore in the frolic? 

This vrotram sums upd as a pro- 
moter’s idea of something slick. It 
is basically unsound as entertain- 
ment or as radio with NBC’s wisdom 
strongly to be questioned in permit- 
ting the use of its facilities, which 
cheavens all radio entertainment. It 
is the giveaway to end all giveaways. 


KPLC, Lake Charles. and KRMD, 
Shreveport, join WSMB, New Or- 
leans, to carry Tulane University 
home football games under sponsor- 
ship of the Louisiana Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. 


|is a carbon character of Lorelei, the | 


| form of entertainment.’ 


| babe on a far-off island. 
her name. 


the squeamish have been given fair 
warning. At 5:30 in the afternoon 
the program is necessarily available | 
to the young mites and calculated | 
to freeze them to their chairs. | 

‘The Shadow’ is on the side of the | 


law, although making a bit of a. 


chump of the appointed police. This 
cnappie is a rich man with a yen for 
upsetting evil forces and he brings | 
to his amateur detecting the very | 
considerable gift of being able to 
befog men’s minds so that they can- 
not see him. - His girl friend alone 
knows his secret. She more or less | 


stooge of Edward G. Robinson in 
‘Big Town.’ 

Writing and production are okay. 
It is also plausible to assume many 
will listen and be enthralled. Only 
question-mark is that matter of how 
far the plots should go. Tand. 


‘SLAVES OF CIRCE’ 
Mythology Up to Date 

30 Mins.—Rezgional 
Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:15 p.m. 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 


These are the days and nights— 


or two tries they got her off too 


hurdles of ‘Wishing’ not badly. 


| high anyhow. but she got over the| the 


checks. It is while at the bank for 
interview that the father is 
fatally wounded in a hold-up and, 


The first program was solidly en-| dying, realizes that his son might | 
tertaining. It was written by Anna-/as well be killed for a cop as a 
marie Ewing of CBS’ publicity staff} cashier, so he gives his blessing. 


and Dan Seymour ably emceed. | 
Next week, Jackson Teagarden. 


‘I LOVE A MYSTERY’ 
With J. Anthony Smythe, 
Ellen, Page Gilman, 
Roaffetto, Kathleen Wilson 
15 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 
Daily, 7-7:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC,. New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Minetta 
Micheal 


gunning for the gunners. 

Directed and acted in line with 
the obvious intentions, the tout en- 
semble isn’t without power to en- 
gross listeners willing to accept its 
premises. The family has a heavy 
Irish brogue and the announcer 
speaks with feeling and some clever- 
ness of the rich milk in Silvercun. 

Land. 


From that point on the son is out | 
| 


(Warwick & Legler) 


In no way unchanged in pattern 
or level of classical entertainment 
this series is back for its fifth con- 
secutive season. Maestro Wilfred 
Pelletier still commands the podium 


| and the parade of vocal soloists still 


consists of talent interested in find- 
ing some niche within the Metro- 
politan Opera House. Each of the 
candidates has a professional back- 
ground, with some of them even 
pretty well known outside the met- 


ropolitan centers through concert 
tours, touring opcra or summer 
operetta. 


The opening program offered two 


| such candidates of exceptionally fine 


Although not devoid of hints of | ‘THE CARTERS OF ELM ST.’ | voice. One was Katherine Elmazian, 
the radio writing skill that has made | With Virginia Payne, Virgina ‘Gin- a soprano, originally from Cali- 
its author, Carlton Morse, a top-of- ger’ Jones, William Rose, Ann) fornia, and the other was Arthur 
the-pile figure through his ‘One Russell, Herbert Nelson, Hariette | Kent, a bass baritone, whose home- 
Man’s Family,’ there was not very Widmer town is New York. Kent’s interpre- 
much to the initial installment of ‘I | Serial; 15 Mins. tation of the prolog from Pagliacci 
Love a Mystery’ to support large! OVALTINE alone set him down as a candidate 


expectations. The characters were 
rather laboriously ‘set’ and the plot 
a long time moving an inch and a 
half, which was the distance it had 
gotten when the first episode ended 
with the eccentric owner of an ec- 


| Street.’ 


Daily, 12 p.m. | 
WEAF-NBC, New York | 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
This marks a return for another | 
homey serial, ‘The Carters of Elm 


| 
| 


It’s a folksy. so-called ‘typi- | 


especially since the baseball seas centric schooner ( ‘ing é ily’ 

th bas¢ ball season c net announc ing that | ea] American family’ chapter story, | 
le 1en_ exploratory San An-|the room steward had just been five times a week, Monday through | 

tonio radio listeners can tune in | found murdered. Friday. palnebly primed for the | 

some unexpected’ serial tidbits Three adventurous young men are 


known as TSN sustainers from Fort | 
Worth. TSN is double talk down 
here for Texas State Network. This | 
particular drama. beginning where 
royalty ends, on the myth-logy shelf 
of the public library, undertook with 
some success to chill the marrow of 


steel turn your dial to some milder 


It seems there was a_ beautiful | 
Nada was | 
And men went cer-azy | 
,over her beautiful chassis. But she 


| Was cruel and homicidal and not a | 


| proper person to take home to/| 
| mother. 
| A sea captain vanishes and is 
| sought by a reporter and a doctor. 
| Both uv to date. By vinioning the 
| evil babe so that she doesn’t get to 
| drink the funny-tasting water on the 
' island she turns into a hag and leads 
them to a bog where men turned to 
swine are grunting about. The 


| as two-fisted and anxious to have a 


the pivots of the slowly-unfolding 


melodrama. One of them has a 
southern ‘accent thick enough to Se 
pour over a bowl of grits. The | CUSmess. 


others are less dialectic, but prob- 
ably better suited to long wearing. 
There was rather too much self- 


seemed prone to speak of himself 
fight. Any kind of a fight for any 
kind of a reason. There was also 
some vague premonitions about the 
pretty wife of a scientist. Listeners 
didn’t meet her the first night. But 
one of the boys had to caution his 
matie against holding adulterous 
thoughts. 

The lead-into sections of the con- 
tinuity may, of course, be rapidly 
succeeded by something a little 
easier to chew on. Serials are al- 
most impossible to evaluate fairly 
on a single hearing. 

Program originates in Hollywood. 


gentle payoff is that the men-turned- 
| swine eat the hag for supper. All 
with nice vivid good-night-kiddies- 
' pleasant-dreams sound effects. Cand. 


has 46 stations on NBC’s red and 
shouts the praise of what is now 
called Fleischmann’s high vitamin 


| the tuner-inners. In fact, Fort | description of themselves as swash- 
Worth sent through an advance bucklers and musketeers. Young scripts can interest the busy house- 
warning ‘unless you have nerves of Stonewall Jackson, in particular.| Wife. If only on the aspect of fo- 


yeast. 


Land. | 


hausfrau trade. Since it’s an encore, 
Ovaltine (Wander Co.) must find it’s 


These daytime serials are ever a 
wonder because nothing can really 
explain some of ’em. It still remains 
a puzzle how unbelievably banal 


cusing attention, here’s an episode, 
fully 11 minutes in length—the other 
four minutes devoted to a sledge- 
hammer commercial spiel—that con- 
cerns itself only with planting the 
idea that Papa Carter is financially 
embarrassed by a $5.000 mortgage, 
and five bucks is five bucks, no mat- 
ter how excited Bunny Carter be- 
comes about that new sweater the 
child just bought. 

The economic substance is simple 
enough—a buck is a buck in any- 
body’s language. But to devote 11 
minutes to Papa Carter’s sighing and 
brooding because he hates to let an- 
other $5 go out of pocket, and to 
build uv the heart-interest of a child 
who covets a new sweater. scems like 
taking too much time to tell it. The 


to the upper ranks. 

Edward Johnson, the Met's general 
manager, was on hand to ring up the 
series’ curtain and as_ usual to tell 
about the mode of chosing candi- 
dates and recall what has happened 
to some of the program’s partici- 
pants of yesteryear. As for the plug 
it contented itself with marveling 
over some of the recent discoveries 
of science in the paint field and re- 
marking that for Sherwin-Williams 
it all means better paint at lowest 
cost to the consumer. Odec. 


— 


nicer things for their children is al- 
ways surefire and has been ever- 
commercial, 


But the prime idea is that Mrs. 
Wife-About-the-House must have her 
interest focused, in order to coinc!- 
dentally absorb the plug for the 
Wander Co.'s Ovaltine product. And 
it’s hard to believe that end 1s 
achieved. But as above stated, heres 
the show back for another season to 
make a case the other way—or does 
it? 

Dramatis personae include Virginia 
Payne as Mara Carter, Virginia 
‘Ginger’ Jones as their married 
daughter, and heroine of the story. 
William Rose as Jeff Carter: Ann 
Russell as the youngest daughter 
(Bunny); Herbert Nelson as the son- 
in-law, and Hariette Widmer as the 
colored maid. This take was virtu- 


premise of parents who wish for the 


ally a dialog between the eazer 
Bunny and her father. Abel. 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
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“an exceptional 


From the Association of National Advertisers 


For immediate delivery order 
your copy of the Radio Directory 
today from one of the offices or 
stores listed below. 


Per Copy 


“A Compendium of Information 
on Radio.” 


“In their third annual edition, the editors of 
Variety Radio Directory have again done an ex- 
ceptional job in assemblying and compiling a 
wealth of useful data on radio for those con- 
cerned with programming production, station, 
network and time selection and other phases of 
broadcasting. This year’s Directory starts with a 
section consisting of 119 pages of radio program 
history prepared by the Cooperative Analysis of 
Broadcasting. Among the improvements is the 
section on radio station information which has 
been greatly ew and currently includes a list 
of the news periods regularly broadcast on each 
station. The information on radio editors this 
time includes not only complete data on type of 
material preferred by each editor but also the ad- 
vertising rate on the radio page. The sports sec- 
tion has been expanded and made as complete as 
possible even to the point of listing the names of 
announcers who habitually call the play-by-play 


reports for the various games.” 


—A.N.A. News Bulletin, Sept. 28, 1939 
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SATYR BOOK STORE Please send.......... copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
eee 1620 No. Vine St. ($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy in New York City). 
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RADIO W 
‘Advertising’ Killed i War Only ‘Out’ Clause in Three-Year 
Advertising Killedin Band Remotes | Bitter War War Unly | 
_ Continued from page 23 . 
e ee * 
B UJ I ciety’s current celebrations of Pact of Kate Smith and Genl. Foods 
y ing 0 uSICclans nid ‘American Music Festival’ now being 
held to commemorate ASCAP'’s 25th i 
| ange | 4 As the result o e Montana, Kate Smith last week got her | series which was a part of { 
American Federation of Musicians, A.F.M. Wants Billing | tactics and other concurrent develop- | three-year contract from General) broadcast last year, breaking wae 
“ has issued an order that all sus- | ments in the long struggle ASCAP | Foods. It's a straight play-or-pay to its own Sunday night spot at the 
Y taining band pickups are not to American Federation of Musi- | decided to follow a course of doing | position. Only out is a war) beginning of the summer as a re. 
; carry any information other than |  ¢jans recently instituted, then (and saying very little until the) (1.6 which obligates the account| placement for Jack Benny. 
es from what point the program Is alr-| temporarily suspended, a ruling | NAB-sponsored Broadcast Music, | ¢,. 99 days after it’s exercised. This| Ted Straeter chorus, with the pro- 
¥, ing. That is, there is to be no ref- that all remote band pickups | Inc., should be evaluated by time. por eieet is now standard with all new | gram last season, too, will be th 
i ener to paired charges or other carry a finale credit line that the 5. Within the broadcasting indus- GF talent contracts. | up into various units for vocal work 
tariffs or anything along that line.| broadcasts were ‘through the | try as a whole it was widely whis-/ Rubicam handled the | as well as group choral assignments, 
eS ee ee po te eo courtesy of the AFM.’ Enforce- | pered that ASCAP was a a paper for GF and Lyons and Lyons | Mullens Sisters will be given a spot 
larger spots into which the networks; of the ruling was halted |sign with stations individually and) tor tee 
run to pick up bands, but will) 1 tit after the AFM has com- | that ‘at least two’ had signed or were h ; this Friday (6) it| 
cripple the smaller outlets who run | | shout te sign. | hen she 
into the suburbs’ smaller stands. | tract | Gene Buck on Thursday ap- | Will be her ninth consecutive year | 
Wires for the bigger bands are usu-| for Muster the negotiating committee | the air. 
ally paid for themselves or by their. National lation of was authorized to set up last July.| ‘Snow Village Sketches,’ with 
bookers to get the much needed air) — That's to be settled this | te proposed that this committee's Arthur Allen and Parker Fennelly, | 
time as advertising for the bands. | all. ; --membership should be kept a se-| Will fill the dramatic spot on the | 
Smallies’ wire charges as a rule are) Order was oret. It consists of Jerome Kern,| Kate Smith show. The sketches | 
paid for by the spots into which tive Sept. 15, according to circu- | Irving Caesar, Walter Fisher and| were on the NBC-red link for | 
they run to get in such advertising, Jar letter signed by Joseph | Pewenae Starr. Loose-Wiles during 1936-37. They'll | 
as the AFM has now ruled off the, Weber, head of the AFM. 7. Buck singled out Varrery to} replace the ‘Aldrich Family’ ‘ 
air. | suggest to the ASCAP board that this 
Signed by cone parker | publication was publishing articles 
prez, ruling has been circulated | | antagonistic to ASCAP. He was ap- un oe 
among band bookers, but indie sta- parently referring to stories quoting ng : ¥ 
tions in New York evidently have | | broadcasters as criticizing Buck for | : : 
not been likewise advised, as sev- ‘being rude to ASCAP’s biggest cash R 
eral contacted have not heard of it. | DINNER FOR | esata? ie. ito 
Kaye Needs $300,000 
Gwen McCleary, director of wom- | Meanwhile Sidney | Kaye, — | 
en's affairs for stations KSO and NAB copyright counsel, is complet- 
KRNT, Des Moines, returning to the | ing the paper work on the organiza- 
stations after a summer in New York | tion of Broadcast Musie. After Kaye _ASCAP's offer of the series of 
with Columbia Artists Bureau, where /explained last week that before this eight concerts to the three major ! 
she worked on the Alibi Club and> project can be put into operation the | networks brought that many differ- ‘ 
Summer Colony shows and an- American Society of Composers, | entire stock issue of $300,000, author-| ent reactions. NBC figured that 
nounced on Hal Kemp’s show. | Authors and Publishers has another | ized at the last NAB convention, will | business differences was one thing | 
big event with whieh to follow its have to be disposed of. If this full and servicing the public with en- 
; a ‘current week’s Festival at Carnegie | amount isn’t realized, all subscribed tertainment of this calibre was an- 
. Hall as part of the organization’s|money will be returned to its!other and that there were other 
: 'celebration of its 25th anniversary,| sources, with the NAB paying the! ways to fight ASCAP. Two of the 
|The next one is a dinner to which expenses entailed in the venture UP concerts were therefore scheduled 
| hundreds of dignitaries will be in- to that point, by NBC. 
| vited. The invitations will be ex- | Mutual took the view that the in- 
tended to President Roosevelt, Vice- | Condema Mayor LaGuardia dependent stations might resent the! 
president Garner, leading U. S.. Butte, Mont., Oct. 3. | scheduling of this event as an im- ¥ 
| senators and members of the House! Legal officers of the state of Mon-/| position but arranged to air one of | ca 
| of Representatives, governors, pub- tana have criticized Mayor LaGuar-|the concerts anyway. Columbia's | : 
| licists, educators, newspaper and dia of New York for réfusing to per- | immediate reaction was that ASCAP | 
magazine publishers, ete. ;mit service of Montana warrants on /was a commercial enterprise and a 
_ Current week's series of concerts’ ASCAP executives. Said Montana’s that anything connected with it. 
at Carnegie are figured to cost) District Attorney Edward T. Dus- ought to be treated in that light. ae 
| ASCAP) around $50,000. Some sault in Missoula: ‘There must be! 
| prominent members of the Society some justifiable reason for a high | Rosenbaum Queries IRNA 
are of the opinion that a mistake functionary (of New York State) | Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
was made in confining the festival to| harboring suspects for whom crim- | The Independent Radio Network | ts 
a 2,900-seat house. If the event! inal warrants have been issued.’ Affiliates this week were placed in| PP yy yt 
| was something thrown open to the! The Montana D. A. referred to a ticklish position right in the midst | 
; | public a much larger arena, such as’ criminal actions which charged | of its fight against ASCAP. ASCAP’s | The finest of radie entertainment has 
WAATTS OAK ; | Madison Square Garden, should| ASCAP with attempting to obtain | American musical festival from Car- |} made CFCF the most errant 
WATTS _have been engaged. The public money under false pretenses, with |negie Hall created a dilemma. radie station In 
quest for invitations to the concerts! obtaining such monies and with, Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL You ean capttalize om th 
JOHN BLAIRGCO. | has been over 10,000 per concert. _ ‘conspiracy’ to extort. |prexy and chairman of IRNA’s || market by using 
re A district court injunction was board, was quizzed by officials of || modiom 
scheduled for this week in Missoula the major networks on how the or- | ing message, You'll Gnd that | 


WILL FIND JOBS IN 1940 


Help Wanted—Reliable elec- 
trical appliances, by home- 
makers of the Golden Horse- 
shoe! Last year within this super 
market blanketed by WJR inDetroit 
and WGAR in Cleveland, folks 
purchased more than twoand one- 
half million electrical hired hands, 
totaling more than forty-eight 
million dollars in retail value. 
Believe it or not, here’s an elec- 
trical appliance market greater 


THE GREAT 


than New York City... and still 
increasing! Ever-increasing is our 
present automobile ownership, 
now greater than any single state; 
our grocery bill of three-quarters 
of a billion annually; our popula- 
tion of eight million spenders. 
And ever-increasing too is the 
number of advertisers who are 
meeting new radio success on 
two successful radio stations... 


WJR and WGAR, of course! 


GREAT LAKES 


THE GOODWILL “FRIENDLY. 


Basic Stations . . . Columbia Broadcasting System 


Edward Petry & Company, Inc., National Sales Representatives 


/on a plea to prevent the music per- 
formance rights society from taking 


}any action for collection of its fees 


|for licensed musical numbers, These 
'charges resulted from legal action 


| brought by several of the leading 


| broadcasters in the state of Mon- 
| tana, 


Martin Block Affected 
By A.F.M. Rule Denying 


Pick-Up of 


Martin Block has stopped the air- 
— of his Tuesday night swing ses- 
| sions from the Manhattan Center, 
| New York, over WNEW, by order of 
Local 802 of the American Federation 
,of Musicians. Block had been allowed 


!to broadcast the first three, while the | 
ruling which } 


\local considered the 
| finally forced him off. That was an 
|order issued several months 
| which forbade any pickups from one- 
| night stands, which in effect is what 
| Block’s shindigs are. 

| His setup at the Center was pecu- 
|liar, in that he allowed members of 
his Make-Believe-Ballroom Club into 
the hall free to hear the broadcast, 


beginning Oct. 15, will shift them to 
Sunday afternoons in 
kids who squawked that work or 


|’em staying late at hops. Last night’s 
| (Tuesday) was not aired. 


Taxpayers Surprised 


Dallas, Oct. 3. 
WRR, municipally-owned and op- 


last week. 

Charlie Jordan, manager, reported 
to officials that revenue for the year 
will be $83,011, or $3,500 more than 


-Foity expected. 


ago, | 


aired 8-9 p. m., but to stay for danc- | 
ing until 1 a. m. ealled for a 55c tap. | 
Block will continue the dances but, | 


response to. 


school the following day didn’t allow | 


erated station, surprised city fathers | 


| ganization stood on the question of 
/carrying the programs as sustainers. 
|Rosenbaum immediately wired 15 
_IRNA directors and asked for opin- 
/ions pointing out that refusal to 


carry the programs would give COMPAR 
SCAP anc as tepresentatives: 
ASCAP a chance to blast the group. | sitar eed re 


|It was a position of ‘damned-if-we- | 


| don’t-and-damned-if-we-do.’ 
| A majority of the IRNA directors 
|; wired Rosenbaum they were favor- 


jable to the idea leaving it to his | 
Rosenbaum then sent the | 
following wire to NBC’s Lenox Lohr 


| Judgment. 
| and CBS’ Ed Klauber. 

‘Have received sufficient re- 

sponse from IRNA directors to 
justify recommendation from 
| IRNA that you accept ASCAP 
feature on a-sustaining basis if 
you have open time—provided 
tickets are not being sold for the 
concerts. But if tickets are sold 
the series is commercial.’ 


N. W. Brandon joins WSAV, Sa- 
vannah, Oct. 15 as advertising man- 
ager. He comes from the C. P. Clark 


agency, Nashville, where he was an | 


account executive. 


wlll build sales fer you. 


CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
Owned and Operated by 


CANADIAN MARCONI 


All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Company 


NBC Affillate 


BI-LINGUAL 
AUDIENCE 


through Friday. 


| 


“SOCIETY 


makes her debut on Monday, October 9th, at 3:15 
EDST. over a nation-wide Columbia Network. 


“Society Girl” will continue daily thereafter, Monday 


PRODUCED BY 0 F W | TE RADIO PRODUCTIONS 


R. K. 0. BUILDING, NEW YORK CITY 


“Society Girl” is presented by the Corn Products Sates Co. 
| Advertising Agency, Hellwig-Miller Co. 
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FCC ANGRILY PROBES INTO ‘DECODING’; 


HERALD-TRIB, WMCA MEN 


Hearings Noted for esi and Sarcasm in Ques-: 
tions — Washington Anticipates Some Sort of 


Punishment for Station 


Washington, Oct. 3. 
Punishment of kind 
WMCA, New York, is generally an- | 


ticipated in radio circles, despite re- | 
peated denials to the FCC that any 
Annee was committed in airing 


j phere in which it was held and the 


for | manner of some of the regulators. 


| sumed 


news reports about war instructions | 


flashed to German and British ves- 


sels before European hostilities be- | 


gan, Industry observers felt the 
Commish failed to prove station 
management was guilty of wilful 
violation of Section 605 of the Com- 
munications Act, but prepared to see 
the regulators at least administer a 
stern rebuke to Donald Flamm, sta- 
tion’s president, Attitude of a ma- 


‘Although the chief issue was the 
i FCC's charge that private messages 
were disclosed without authorization, 
| the greater part of the time was con- 
in angry questioning about 
trade paper advertisements calling 
attention to WMCA’s remarkable 
‘scoops’ during the pre-war crisis. 


 Back-patting backfired, with Chair- 


man James L. Fly angrily attempt- 
ing to stretch the public interest 
clause of the statute to justify con- 
trol over printed advertising of li- 


censees. 


jority of the members was the basis | 


for expecting a punishment, while 
gossip from inside the Commish indi- 
cates a majority is likely to favor 
the most stringent possible sentence. 


Besides being the first instance, 


where testimony has been taken on 
a revocation threat, the hearing was 
extraordinary because of the atmos- 


RADIO 
SECRETARY 


An overworked radio ex- 
ecutive will find me able to 
relieve him of loads of detail. 
Besides being rapid, clear- 
thinking, stenographer, have 
handled financial matters. 
office and sales detail, pro- 
gram auditions, confidential 
reports. If necessary, can 
write promotional material. 
7 years experience, attrac- 
tive appearance. Accept 
reasonable starting salary. 
Box 61, Variety, New York. 


‘Police Court Tactics’ 
Host of radio barristers present 
were unanimous in declaring the 


| proceeding was an abuse of regula- | 


_case against Stanley 
the New York | 


tory power, while the local press 
sarcastically said ‘police court’ tac- 
tics were used in trying to bring out 
the whole story. The Commission’s 
deep resentment was made clear at 
the opening when Fly asserted 
WMCA’s general denial of the in- 
dictment ‘failed to meet the require- | 


iments’ of the show-cause order and 
'commented that 
, these circumstances is entitled to a 


‘no party under | 


hearing’ before judgment is rendered 


‘on his conduct. 


The Commish, reliably 
have voted originally 4 to 1 in favor 
of gagging the outlet without formal- 
ity of a hearing, took the matter ‘un- 
der advisement’ at the end of a four- 
hour session in which Fly was the | 
principal prosecutor, with Commis- 
sioners George Henry Payne and 
Fred L. Thompson firing §tartly- 
phrased questions at the defense 
witnesses. Split decision is antici- 
pated, with a minority opinion by 
at least two members possible 
event the license is revoked. 

Although testimony was conflicting 


‘and in many respects inconclusive, 


th- consensus of listeners was that 
the Commish made out a technical 
Wolff, chief 
radio operator for 


| Herald Tribune, but did not demon- 


strate that WMCA was guilty of any- 
thing more than unethical conduct in 
claiming to have eavesdropped on 


| secret communications, Reference of 


said to | - 


in | 


[ News by Phone 


Under a cooperative arrange- 
, ment the N. Y. Yankees will in- 
form the sports public of any 
cancellation of a World's Series 
game due to bad weather through 
the New York Telephone Co. 
The moment a game is postponed 
the phrase ‘Yankees announce 
World Series game _ postponed’ 
will be added to the regular 
weather report obtained by call- 
ing WEather 6-1212 
This means subscribers can find 
out what's what for the price of 
a local New York call (seven 
cents at home, nickle in booth.) 


| th transcript of the hearings to the 
Justice Department seems possible, 
‘although Wolff is immune from pros- 
ecution since he answered principal 
questions under compulsion after re- 
fusing to testify for fear of incrimi- 

‘nating himself. The Herald-Tribune 
looked to be in technical violation 
o the Act for having printed the 
text of the British and crorenae, mes- 

sages. 

Whole case revolves around the 
| question of whether the communica- 
tions were addressed. Wolff con- 
|tended he did not consider either 
| message to be in this category, al- 
though he admitted he recognized 
them as ‘orders’ to vessels of the 
‘two powers. There was doubt 
-hether he tol© WMCA all the facts 
| surrounding the interception. 

As the only Commish witness, 
pei related how he picked up the 
orders while copying routine press 
‘dispatches, transmitted in regular 
international code from DLE, Ger- 
many, and GBR, England. On each 
|instance, the station abruptly inter- 
rupted the press traffic and sent the 


i'messages destined for their ships at} 


sea. 


The German message, sent in Ger- 
man sandwiched into English press 
bulletins, consisted of three words 
‘Nach sonderanweisung handeln’ and 
| was translated by Johannes Steel, 
{news commentator, as meaning ‘upon 
|receipt of this transmission, act upon 
your special secret instructions.’ The 
| British orders to all merchant ves- 
| sels, likewise tossed into the middle 
|of press traffic, but not in secret 
|cipher, were detailed instructions for 
vessels in various waters, 


telling 


The Singers 


MERRY MACS 
WYN MURRAY 


The Writers 
Arnold Auerbach 
Herman Wouk 
Fred Allen 
Joseph Miller 


The Program Director 
William Schorr 


IT--OR NOT 


FRED 


Returns to the air on OCTOBER 4, 


The Guest Star 
NED SPARKS 


The Quiz Participants 
Any Three People Who 
Are Awake in the Studio 


The Announcer 


Harry Von Zell 


1939 


The Orchestra 


PETER VAN STEEDEN 
And His 


PAID-UP SWINGSTERS 


The Cast 
Portland Hoffa 
Minerva Pious 

John Brown 
Charles Cantor 


The Station 


WEAF—9-10 p.m. E.S.T. 


The Agent Walter Batchelor, RKO Building, New York City 


The Sponsor 
Bristol-Myers Co. 


The Products 
Ipana & Sal Hepatica 


The Crossley 
222227 


them to return home or scurry to prodded him about what Wolff sai 
| safe ports. iin relaying the news 


++ 
After explaining the arrangement) There was no ation in 
WMCA, Wolff said that he teie-| egnversation that either 
phoned the station in each instance! g private communication that pce 
(on the nights of Aug. 27-28 and) yot be made public, the WMCA 
29-30—the exact hour never was mikeman insisted, although he a ++ 
brought out during testimony) and, preciated the dispatches were of — 
Leon Goldstein, WMCA’s spe- usual significance. So much IN 
cial events director and news edi-! pressed with the importance of the 
te the story. The three German German order that he queried ig ] 
words were repeated to Goldstein, | national News Service to see if a 
‘but not several lines of code . gib- | additional details were available y fin 
berish, while only the gist of the! indie mt 
Was passed Slang. | the advertisements Re 
| ‘If ealled and said I'd heard this}! subjected Goldstein to a long ser An dir 
| message, which was rather unusual,’| of sharp questions about his motives ute 
Wolff said concerning the German) jn reproducing the columnists’ clip. | | 
| directions to a large number of ves-) pings. After he said he had ‘pooh ge! 
sels at sea. ‘He (Goldstein) had Mf ter Ross’ statement that the i £0) 
‘translation made and called back} ctation received the info by de. wi 
and gave it tome. Five or 10 or 15) eoding ‘secret’ communications Fly Inc 
'minutes later I heard WMCA broad- jrately asked, ‘Is that your idea of | 
cast it.’ | serving public interest?’ Ci. @., using { 
Recording of the WMCA program a clipping which Goldstein said he ae 
was played for the Commish, giving | knew was incorrect). + gpl 
an exact idea of what was said and! for 
showing that the bulk of the Nazi | aes 
dispatch had not been aired over the | Elmore Vincent, formerly known j a. 
station. Microphone account was to radio as ‘Senator Fishface, hag ba 
very brief, prefacing a routine news! developed his new character, ‘Uncle 
period. | Elmer, Your Krackerbarrel 50 
Similar story was told about the) mentator,’ into a transcription sevies, | bu 
| British transmission, which Wolff} He’s in Los Angeles. 
| said occurred in ‘plain language’ and | on 
was relayed to Goldstein who aired ] 
a summary of the long dispatch. | ou 
Quizzed at Length iM: 
Under both direct and cross ex-| Ey 
amination, Wolff was quizzed in- | Gr 
tensively about the way the press} Wi 
interruption occurred. Although he Un 
admitted that a general salutation se! 
prefaced each message, he insisted Bo 
he didn’t consider either could be Sh 
considered as ‘addressed’ or confi- Dd of 
dential since it was inserted in the Sc 
course of free press bulletins in- mé 
tended for general reception. The | NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES dr 
British message followed announce-| EDWARD PETRY & CO. —— ure 
ment ‘from Admiralty, message—all Sti 
British vessels’ and the German in-| Ro 
troduction was ‘an alle Deutschen ; by 
shiffe,’ translated as meaning ‘to all — 
German ships.’ (Story in the Her- *SI 
ald Tribune about the German dis- He 
patch said the order was addressed Sa 
to several vessels, all of which were dr 
named.) git? ov 
To answer gossip column. story LD + rN Mi 
that WMCA hired a code expert and wor ch> the 
stationed him at a receiver, Wolff ‘e) po 
declared he never made any repre- BR “ue 8p! 
sentation that he could give the sta- | qus'¥ 
| tion illegal messages and insisted he ex = 


| was thoroughly familiar with the «* re 
;secrecy provisions of the statute. 
Subsequently, Goldstein declared he | 


had not hired Wolff or any other | A t 
H-T employee to render special | 
favors, while Fred Dyson, WMCA | K 


auditor, testified no check ever was | 
made out to Wolff for services to the | 
station. 
Flamm, president and sole stock- | 
holder of Knickerbocker Broadcast- | 
ing Co., was on the stand only 
| briefly after being denied permission | 
|} to read a prepared statement. He} 
| explained the general relations with | 
Herald-Trib and discussed the. 
circumstances under which the ad-! 
vertisement was placed, entering de- | 
nial that the station sought to eaves- | 
| 


KAY 
THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 


for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 


CBS Every Monday, 8-4:50 
Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


drop. He said the advertisement— 
embodying two clippings from daily | 
press columnists who bouqueted | 
WMCA for enterprising job—was an| 
attempt to ‘tell the radio industry | 
and you gentlemen of the FCC what 
| kind of job we've been doing.’ | 
| Goldstein Grilled 
| Sharpest grilling was given Gold- | gumm 
| Stein, who assumed responsibilty for | | 
| tipping off Ben Gross (N. Y. Daily | 
News columnist) about the | 
‘scoops’ 


but denied knowing how George Ross 
(N. Y. World- Telegram  gabber) 
| learned about the interception of the 
:German message. testimony | 
| threw little additional light on the 
| actual interception or broadcast, al- | 
| though Fly and William J. Demp- | 
sey, chief Commission counsel, } 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. M. EST 
IN NBC Red Network, 5:00 to 5:15 P.M. EST 
COAST TO COAST 


Dic, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


| 
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MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 
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VARIETY $1 


From the Production Centers 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Lenox R. Lohr, prez of NBC, sent out the invitations for Rudy Vallee’s 


final program....Standard Brands personages, agency men, radio and 
music reps attended both the broadcast and a supper at the Hotel St. 
Regis, N. Y., immediately thereafter....The entire second floor private 


dining room was thrown open. Vallee acknowledging the personal trib- 


utes paid him with a speech, as did his father....Standard Brands pre- 
sented him with an elaborate Capehart radio, with a suitably inscribed 
gold plate thereon....°Tsar of Stars,’ an article on Hollywood cameramen, 
written by Kenneth L. Watt, radio director for Fuller & Smith & Ross, 

Inc., in latest Liberty mag. 
Dr. Charles Courboin, the organist, may close deal for his first sponsor 
Ww. W. Chapin who did some radio commentating over WINS last 


‘spring has gone to Europe as a war reporter ... Almost everybody hired 


for news departments during peak of war's outbreak is now off the webs’ 
payrolls... Staff at WHN plenty curious about Louis K. Sidney's coming 
back ... L. B. and Jean Wilson in town over week-end ... 

Vox Pop, with Parks Johnson and Wally Butterworth, take interviews to 
60 CBS stations Oct. 5. Formerly on NBC... Instead of being in the RCA 
building at the New York World’s Fair, will be at Bell Telephone building 

on the expo grounds... 

Everett Sloan, 10 vears in the part of Sammy with the Goldberg serial, 
cuit to go to the Coast for the Orson Welles picture for RKO....Merry 
Macs do a personal at Oppenheim-Collins, New York dept. store tomorrow 
(5)....Phillip Morris ‘Breezing Along’ show on WOR-Mutual with Johnny 
Green's band cancels Oct. 30....Mutual sent out gift Gem Razers with 
World Series tickets enclosed in packages to radio editors....Used Western 
Union boys in baseball uniforms to deliver ’em....WMCA starts a new 
series ‘Let Your Hair Down’ Saturday (7) 10-10:30 p.m.....Meadowbrook 
Boys instrumental and vocal trio added to WNEW music staff....Don 
Sharpe, former free-lance writer, now with Ted Collins’ office. ...Father 
of Bill Maloney of same outfit recently died in Connecticut. ...Robert 
Scott, once with Free & Peters and Campbell-Ewald. now sales promotion 
manager at WHN....°‘So You Think You Know Music?’ with Ted Cott, 
dropped from CBS Sunday (1)....WNEW will carry Yale-Columbia Sat- 
urday (7) and others still to be named, sponsored by Atlantic Refining.... 
Station resumed airings of polo game descriptions from Pegasus Club, 
Rockleigh, N. J.. today (4)....They’re sponsored by the club and described 
by Douglas G. Hertz. 

Horace Heidt, Shep Fields and Ozzie Nelson bands been lined up for 
*Show of the Week’ programs on WOR-Mutual....‘Name Three,’ Bob 
Hawk quiz show on Mutual, shifts from Wednesday, 8 p.m., to a like slot 
Saturday evenings, Nov. 11, It’s sponsored by Dunhill Cigarettes... .Show 
drops WEAM, Providence, and picks up WBAL, Baltimore, Oct. 11. Airs 
over WOR, New York; WGN, Chicago, and WFIL, Philadelphia, also.... 
Mutual was scheduled to supply all radio editors invited as its guest to 
the World Series opening game in New York today tWednesday), with 
portable radios so that the eds may see the game and review Red Burber’s 
spieling at same time. 


BP. SULLIVAN, brilliant WHAS 
news reporter, was selected by Brown 
& Williamson Tobacco Co. to carry 
their message to the Nation over the 
Columbia Network. WHAS is happy 
to share this outstanding personality 
with these other affiliates of the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System. 


820 Kilocycles—50,000 Watts 
BASIC COLUMBIA OUTLET 


owned and operated by 


THE COURIER-JOURNAL 
THE LOUISVILLE TIMES 


‘Blondie’ for Daytime? 


Camel cigarets may shift the serial 
‘Blondie’ from its Monday evening 
spot on CBS to an afternoon period 
and put a variety show in its place. 

Dick Marvin, radio director for the 
William Esty agency, is currently on 
a visit to Hollywood, whence 
‘Blondie’ originates, 


LOCAL, SPOTS 
UPBEAT 


Washington, Oct. 3. 

Score-sheets of Washington trans- 
mitters pointed last week to a boom 
season, with new  accounts—both 
local and national—climbing toward 
j;a new high. Chop-licking was led 
by WJSV, with 16 accounts on its 
‘new biz sheet, and WRC-WMAL— 
NBC twins—with 30 sponsored pro- 
grams, including four renewals, 
Four new locals were reported by 
Mutual’s WOL, plus two programs 
skedded for the network but origi- 
nating in the Capital. 

Bulk of the national accounts ap- 
parently grabbed by WJSV. CBS 
transmitter signed up with Procter 
& Gamble, Lipton Tea Co., etc., with 
local sponsors consisting mainly of 
auto dealers, florists, haberdashers. 
| Local hotels, sports centers, clothing 
‘outfitters and public utilities clam- 
oring for time on WRC-WMAL, 


No Pickups From Political Stump: 


while WOL boasts two finance cor- 
porations, a laundry and a hotel. 

' NBC transmitters split the new 
| programs between them, with WRC 
| carrying bulk of the biz. Seventeen 
}out of the 30 shows will be aired 
lover WRC, five will be broadcast | 
lover both transmitters and eight | 
through WMAL. List of sponsors | 
' follows: 


WRC-WMAL 
Fred Buehholz, Marvins, Wonder Clothes, 
Charles Schwartz & Son, Miller Furs, Po | 
| tomac Electric Power Co., Burlington Ho- | 
} tel, Chevy Chase lee Palace, Chestnut | 
Farms-Chevy Chase Dairy, Chevrolet Deal- | 
ers of Washington, Capito] Garage, Capital | 


i Transit Co., Griffith Consumers Wis 
| Golden Star Valet Service, Christian Heu- | 
‘ich Brewing Co., Horner, Ine., Capitol | 


Casing, Coliseum, Riverside Stadium, Me 
| tes Auto Service, M. Vhilipsborn & Co., | 


Real Estaie Morigage & Guaranty Ce., | 
| Paint Co. Suburban Club | 
| Ginger Ale, Sirayer College, Thompson's | 
Dairy. W. R. Winsiow Co... John H, Wil 

kins Coffee Co., Washington Post. 
WJISV 


Ronds, Procter & Gamble Uverv), Olds- | 
| mobile, Gude Brothers. Stanco (Daggett & 
Rarmsdell), Dodge, Smith Bros Cough 
Drops, Dr. John’s Cough Medicine, Tuden’'s 
Cough Drops, Marvland Pharmaceutical 
(Rem, Rel), Vick Chemical, Pinex, Ruiek, 
Edwards Coffee, Lipion Teo, Pacquins 
|} (Baume Bengue and hawod cream). 


| State Twoan, Domestic Finance Corp., 
Lafayeite Hotel, Arcade Sunshine Laundry. 


HENRY WEBER OF WGN 
CHICAGO OPERA 


Chicago. Oct. 3, | 
| Henry Weber, WGN musical chief- ; 
| tain, has been appointed general | 
i director for the Chicago City | 
|Opera. This will not affect his pres- 
lent position with WGN and Mutual. | 
| As general musical head, Weber 
; will have charge of all musical pro- 
duction, and in addition, will also do 
his share of conducting. 
| Weber has been on the podium for 
, the City Opera for several seasons to 

nandle occasional operas 


Hull Quits WKY 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 3. 
Earl C. Hull, chief engineer of 
WKY and one of the founders of the 
'station, has resigned It is under- 
istood that he has negotiated for the 
‘purchase of a station in the East. 
Jack Lovell. eneineer at WKY has 
‘been elevated to the post of chief 
| engineer. 


WOR PRODUCTION SHIFTS 

WOR, New York staff changes. ef- 
fective Sunday (1) shoved John 
Hayes up to production manager; he 
| was formerly assistant. Harry Car]- 
;son. who Hayes replaces, goes back 
to announcing, while Charles God- | 
iwin, former head of Newark siudios, 
| becomes asst. prod. mgr. 
| His place in turn is taken by Ar- | 
thur Whiteside at Newerk. 

Lem and Martha Vurner of station 
WHO, Des Moines. have a new pro- 
_gcam for Penn. Tobacco Co. 


Studio Talks Only in Canada 


Unmasked 


Toronto, Oct. 3. 

For the duration of the war, all 
broadcasting of political opinion 
from the public platform has been 
prohibited and such etherizing must 
now be confined to studio broadcast- 
ing where the script will first be 
given the 0.0. by censorship authori- 
ties and then aired only under the 
swers to the name of Dennis Day_ | supervision of the Canadian Broad- 
when the mikes are dead. Suc- | casting Corp. Notice to this effect 
cessor to Kenry is a young New has been sent out to all Canadian 
York law student and has been stations by Col. R. P. Landry, in 
doing sustaining duty with Leith | charge of radio censorship. 
Stevens for CBS in the east. Decision was taken by Col. Landry, 

Mary Livingstone (Mrs. Benny) | former secretary of CBC, when it 
heard him warble while east and was found that private station man- 
the audition followed. If he agements had no satisfactory means 
works out he stays indefinitely. of preventing statements contraven- 


NEW NBC RATE CARDS som ew 
FOR ITS OWN STATIONS 


up from public platforms. Newly- 
As has already happened in the 


announced censorship rule reads: 

‘No person shall—by word of 

mouth—spread reports or make 

statements, false or otherwise, in- 

tended or likely to cause disaffec- 

: P : tion to His Majesty or to interfere 

case of Columbia, NBC is arranging} with the success of His Majesty's 

to release new rate cards for its! forces or the forces of any Allied 

managed and owned stations in! oy associated powers or to preju- 
which the local prices will conform 
with increased rates designated for 
them as network outlets. NBC is also 
considering revising the discount set- 

up for its owned and managed sta- 

tions on a local basis. 


dice His Majesty’s relations with 
foreign powers, or spread reports 

If the suggested discounts are ap- 
proved by the network’s higher-ups 


or make statements, false or other- 
wise, intended or likely to preju- 

they will be included in the new 

m & o station rate cards. 


Hollywood, Oct. 2. 
The mystery of Jack Benny's 
mysterious tenor is out. Al- 
though he will go unnamed for 
the first four weeks of the new 
series, starting Oct. 8, he an- 


dice the recruiting, training, dis- 
cipline or administration of any of 
His Majesty’s forces.’ 


A. J. Cummings is acting general 
manager of WWL, New Orleans. 


QNE YEAR 
of KXOK performance 


Celebrating its first birth- 
day, the St. 
Times Radio Station, 
K XOK, looks back on its 


first year of public service, 


Louis Star- 


a year in which 436 Special 
Events Broadcasts, 3650 
News Broadcasts, 211 Civic 
Broadcasts, 34 Government 
Broadcasts, 724 Religious 
Broadcasts, 9692 Entertain- 
ment Broadcasts, 226 Edu- 
cational Broadcasts and 
415 Sports 
were available to KXOK 


listeners. 


Owned end opereted wy the St. Louis Star-Times. 
St, Louis, Missouri. 1000 Wett: Full Time. Ne- 
tionelly iepresented by WEED & COMPANY 
New York, Deireit, Chicego, Sen Frencisco. 


Broadcasts 


| 
| 
|| | 
+ 
| 
| 
| | 
| jing the Defense of Canada regula- 
| ‘tions when broadcasts were picked 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
RD 
WEEI—Boston 
cago | 
WGAR—Cleveland 
WBNS—Columbus 
KLZ—Denver 
KRNT—Des Moines 
WJR—Detrolt — 
KARM—Fresno (f 
WORC—Hartford 
WFBM—Indianapolls 
KMBC—Xansas City 
KFAB—Lincola 
= KNX—Los Angeles | 
WABC—New York 
KOlL—Omaha 
WCAU—Philadelphia 
WIAS—Pittsburgh 
rovidence 
WHEC—Rochester 
| KMOX—St, Louis 
KSL—Salt Lake City 
KSFO—San Frane 
racuse 
KVI—Tacoma 
WISV—Washington 


VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 
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PUBS STUDY LAST WAR SONG FAVS WHILE 
WAITING NEW ONES; TROOPS LIKE 


Just Now Reminiscences 


Are Very Much to the 


Fore—Songs About Siegfried Line Appear — 
‘Heaven Can Wait’ Becomes ‘Hitler Can Wait’ 


London, Sept. 20. | 

Music publishers with retentive | 
memories are reminiscing about the | 
song hits in the beginning and dur- | 
ing the last war. Most agree that, 
‘Tipperary,’ by Jack Judge and 
Harry Williams, published by Feld- | 


man, was by far the best in a very 
extensive program. Feldman's by no 
means went solo on this number, as | 
his list comprised ‘Hullo, Who's 
Your Lady Friend,’ by David, Lee | 
and Fragson. The same Harry Frag- | 
son became famous as a singer at the | 
piano; ‘Oh, It’s a Lovely War,’ by 
Long and Scott; ‘How Ya Gonna 
Keep 'em Down on the Farm After) 
They've Seen Paree’ (American), 
by Young, Lewis and Donaldson; | 
‘Mademoiselle From Armentieres,’ 
by Carlton and Tunbridge. Another 
American hit that came at the latter 
end of the war was Harry Ruby 
and Georgie Jessel’s ‘He'd Say Oo- | 
La-La Wee Wee’; while ‘It’s a Long, | 
Long Trail,’ by Zo Elliot (Amer-| 
ican), although published by West’s, 
was really Feldman’s. Feldman also | 
clicked with the ‘Bing Boys’ themer, ! 
‘If You Were the Only Girl,’ by Nat | 
D. Ayer and Clifford Grey, 
Anglo-American effort. 

Francis, Day & Hunter's main diet | 
was ‘Pack Up Your Troubles in 
Your Old Kit Bag,’ written by a 
coupla unknown music hall per- 
formers, Asaf & Powell. Publishers 
organized competition for a new war 
song, with $500 as first prize, with | 
‘Troubles’ coming in an easy win-| 
ner. ‘Sister Susie,’ that tongue 
twister, was the big thing in a Hip- 
podrome revue, and_ established 
Jack Norworth as a star over here. 
Song was the effort of Herman Da- | 
rewski, now name band leader, and | 
R. P. Weston. Of the lighter types that 
F. D. & H. had those ranking tops 
were ‘Good Byee, Good Byee,’ by 
Weston, based on Harry Tate’s catch 


an | 


phrase in his famous motoring | 
sketch, and ‘Here We Are, Here We | 
Are Again,’ by Lyle & Knight. 


Ascherberg, Hopwood and Crewe | 


specialized in sobbies, with biggest | 
‘God Sent You Back to Me,’ by 
Emmett Adams and Douglas Furber, | 
still rated as a classic; while Lena 
Guilbert-Ford and Ivor Novello’s 
‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ ran | 
it close. | 


Lawrence Wright, a comparative 
newcomer during the last war, con- | 
tributed a topical number ‘Are We 
Downhearied? No. This was 
written by Horatio Nicholls, which 
is Wright’s nom de plume. 


Later came Chappell’s two real | 
Cohan’s | 
Rubens’ | 


smasheroos in George M. 
‘Over There,’ and Paul 
‘We Don’t Want to Lose You, But 
We Think You Ought to Go,’ the lat- 
ter established Phyllis Dare as a 

est-End star. Another famous on 
although not as big as the former 


duo, was Arthur Wimperis and Her- 


man Fink’s ‘I'll Make a Man of You,’ 
one of the outstanding things 
Elsie Janis’ revue ‘Passing Show’ 
at the Palace. 

Yet another late comer, 
came practically at the end of the 
conflict, was Herman Darewski’s 
‘When We Wind Up the Watch On 
the Rhine,’ which proved one of the 


big things in an Albert de Courville | 


revue at the London Hippodrome. 


With all that, very few seem to} 
remember that one of the best sellers | 


was a dance tune called ‘Maxina,’ a | 


dance arrangement 
Hurndall, 
and 


invented by 
local dance school teacher 
operator. Actually 1,000,000 
copies of the tune were sold by | 
Francis, Day & Hunter, 

There are new songs galore, with | 
each writer claiming there’s a for- |! 
tune waiting for the publisher with | 
initiative. 
worth the paper written on, 

Troops Like ‘Polka’ 


BBC, with its radio time cut to! 


a minimum, is bothering very little 
about new numbers, preferring to 
stick to records years old, with the 
result listeners are squawking they 
are not getting fair play, especially , 
as the ‘blackout’ is such that it makes 
staying home desirable. Publishers 


| Mercer. 


| ‘Maritza,’ 


in | 


which | 


Some of these are barely | 


centage of their staffs. But with all 
their tears, publishers are not really 
as badly off as all that. In fact, 
many report quite good business. 
Instances are Keith, Prowse with 
‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ which Van Lier 
brought from America some three 
months ago. This is a surprising 


‘seller, and is voted as likely to de- 
‘velop into a big favorite among the 


troops. Another is Peter Maurice’s 


'‘South of the Border,’ by Kennedy 


and Carr, which is often heard in 
the camps and the training quarters. 

Irwin Dash got in with a senti- 
mental ballad, ‘There'll Always Be 


|An England,’ by his stock writers, 


Parker and Charles, which is a flag- 
| waving affair from ‘Carroll Levis 
| Discoveries’ picture; and for comedy 
|he has ‘I’m Sending You the Sieg- 
fried Line,’ by the same writers in 
collaboration with St. John Cooper, 
Daily Express writer. Incidently, 
|Peter Maurice also has a Siegfried 
'song in ‘The Washing On the Sieg- 
fried Line,’ by his stock writers, 
Kennedy and Carr. 


Feldman’s are plugging a sugary 
| ballad, ‘You Grow Sweeter As the 
Years Go By,’ by American, Johnny 
Also ‘Heaven Can Wait,’ 
by De Lange and Van Heusen 
(American), which suddenly 
come to life, with Hitler replacing 
Heaven: while ‘Play Gipsy, Play,’ 
from Emmerich Kalman’s opera 
is getting special exploita- 
tion by fact author had to flee from 
Vienna on the Hitler regime. 


Chappell’s ‘Wish Me Good Luck,’ 


| by Harry Parr-Davies, Gracie Fields’ 


pianist-arranger, should come in for 
some eminence as soon as the Eng- 
lish songstress is well enough to give 
it the righiful plug. 

Francis, Day & Hunter are bank- 
ing on ‘Yvonne, the Daughter of | 
Mademoiselle From 
which should prove a worthy suc- | 
cessor to the parent song of the last | 
war; while they also expect great | 
things from ‘Little Sir Echo,’ an} 
American number. 


Lawrence Wright 
‘Boomps-a-Daisy,’ a 


is banking on 


'number, first introduced into Jack 
Hylton’s ‘Band Wagon,’ at the Pal- 
ladium, which is expected to re- 


place ‘Lambeth Walk,’ and ‘Adolf,’ a 
topical ditty. 

But nobody is venturing a guess 
as to which is likely to prove The 
War Song. It may not even be in 
| those listed above. A new one may 
be born overnight. Who can tell? 


Vincent Lowney Kiiled 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Oct. 3 
| Vincent Lowney, Jr., 21, a singer, 


e,|of the Bronx, N. Y., died in the East 


|Stroudsburg General Hospital as a 
result of an automobile crash which 
|oecurred Sunday. Gordon Goodman, 
a singer with the Fred Waring Penn- 
|sylvanians, another occupant of the 
jcar, suffered lacerations and a 
wrenched back. Leon Lawrence suf- 
fered a fracture of his left elbow. 

The young men were en route from | 
|Shawnee-on-Delaware, where they | 
|; were spending a week-end vacation, | 
to nearby Bangor, Pa. 


_ Harry Salter’s Corp. 


| Albany, N. Y., Oct. 3. 


Harry Salter Orchestra, Ltd., has 
been chartered to operate orchestras 
and conduct theatrical entertain- 
ments, with principal office in New 
York. Directors are: Harry Salter, 
‘attorney Bernard B. Smith and Har- 
old Gilbert. 


Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. 


Mills Music, Ine., has obtained the 
exclusive American agency of the 
works published by Bevan Music 
Productions, Ltd., on: of the newer 
London firms. Contract is for a year 
with options for two more. 


are also yelling murder, and threat- | 


en unless the BBC relents, 


they will | 
be compelled to dismiss a-large per- | 


Frank Sanueei scoring Monogram’s 
‘Danger Flight.’ 


ASCAP FESTIVAL 


444664 
By ABEL GREEN 


It’s costing the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers between $50,000 and $75,000 to 
stage its Festival of American Mu- 
sic all this week at Carnegie Hall, 
New York. The occasion is in cele- 


bration of the 25th anniversary of 
ASCAP and ‘in special tribute to all 
American creative artists.’ 


It’s a dandy musical show. All for 
free, admission by invitation, and 
judging by the demands, perhaps a 
Madison Sq. Garden might have 
been a more appropriate auditorium, 
for capacity’s sake, than the limited 
although more dignified Carnegie. 

The Sunday through Saturday 
night programs includes a Children's 
Matinee on Saturday (6) devoted to 
such works as Irving Caesar's ‘safety 
songs’ and discourses by Dr. Sig- 
mund Spaeth. 

All talent is being paid — mu- 
sicians, singers, et al. Exceptions 
are maestro-composer-members of 
ASCAP, like Whiteman, Vallee, Dr. 
Frank J. Black (who batoned the 
inaugural concert), Benny Goodman. 

The auspices have operated with 
dignity in eschewing any and all 
forms of commercialism, from ornate 
souvenir programs to gratis admis- 
sion. The showmanship started off 
auspiciously and bids fair to top it- 


by the name values of the personali- 
ties. Gene Buck, ASCAP president, 
heads the production auspices, aided 
by Deems Taylor, W. C. Handy, Roy 
Harris, Dr. Black, George W. Meyer, 
John J. O'Connor, Abram Chasins | 
and Fred Ahlert. R. H. Burnside, 
stage manager. 
First Night 

Dr. Black, conducting 90 men, and 
himself responsible for the arrange- | 
ments, teed off the festival bril-'| 


crazy dance} 


| Kern’s ‘Old Man River.’ 


liantly. Victor Herbert, ASCAP 


Armentieres,’ | founder, appropriately enough was 


the premiere medley. A Suite of} 
| Three comprised Romberg's ‘Lover | 
|Come Back to Me,’ Rodgers and 


| Hart’s ‘Song in My Heart’ and Cole 
Porter’s ‘Beguine.’ A light opera, 
medley, ranging from DeKoven and 


Luders to Hubbell and Sousa, next. 


with her throaty contralto, for s.a. 
and sock showmanship doing 
Gets in Your Eyes,’ ‘Night and Day’ 
and ‘Man I Love.’ Another trio of | 
Arthur Schwartz's ‘Dancing in the | 
Dark,’ Youmans’ ‘Great Day’ and 


‘Porgy and Bess’ and Irving Berlin’s | 
‘Easter Parade’ had individual slots, | 
as did a Friml medley. Thence} 
George M. Cohan's medley for the, 
finale—wisely eschewing anything 
smacking of war, which meant that 
‘Over There’ was omitted 
George M. himself on hand, 
national anthem for the 
Soloists were Hollace Shaw and 
16 men and eight women. 

Last night (Tuesday) tt was band 
music, with Mayor LaGuardia to 


conduct the combined Police and | 
Fire Dept. bands, and the rest by | 
| Dr. Edwin Franko Goldman. To- 
lnight (Wed.) will be folk music, 
| wherein ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker 
will sing his ‘Will You Love Me in 
December as You Did in May?’; ex- 
|Gov. Al Smith will sing 
| of New York’; George M. Cohan will 
reprise ‘Give My Regards to Broad- 
way’; Irving Berlin his ‘Ale 
Ragtime Band’; David Guion his 
‘Home on the Range’; Billy Hill his 
‘Last Roundup’; Robert McKenzie his 
‘Shadrack’; W. C. Handy’s 
Blues’; Cole Porter and Richard 
Rodgers their song outstanders. 
Rudy Vallee will m.c. and perform. 


Thursday (5) is the first symphony 
night with the N. Y. Philharmonic’s 
100 men on the 
by Alexander Smallens, 
Marrow, Henry Hadley, Louis Gru- 
enberg, Howard Barlow, et al., in 
their respective works, with Albert 
Spalding and Abram Chasins among 
the soloists. Saturday will reprise 
the symphonic motif, with Erno 
| Rapee, Deems Taylor, Howard Han- 
;son and Smallens again in repre- 
sentative American works, meaning 
ASCAP copyrights. 

Friday night is figured as 
piece-de-resistance, via a jam 
sion embracing Benny 
Glenn Miller, Paul Whiteman 
Waring including choir. 


self as the week progresses, judging | 


Thence the photogenic Jane Froman, | 


‘Smoke | 


Gershwin’'s 


with | 
and the | 
finale. | 


Floyd Sherman backed by a choir of | 


‘Sidewalks | 


xander’s | 


‘St. Louis | 


rostrum conducted | 
Macklin 


the | 
ses- | 
Goodman, | 
and } 


Inside 


Mark Warnow is bemoaning the fact that though he holds the baton 
assignment on ‘Your Lucky Strike Parade’ (CBS) he can’t get a plug from 
the program on ‘In an 18th Century Drawing Room.’ Not only does he 
hold an interest in the firm, Circle Music Co., which publishes the number, 
but it is his brother, Raymond Scott, that wrote the song. What makes 
Warnow’s chagrin still worse is that the agency on the account, Lord & 
Thomas, still insists on leaning back when the number has reached the 
first 10 in sheet sales. 


Altercation with a holdup man at Shawnee-on-the-Delaware Sunday 
night (1) in which Fred Waring was cut and bruised did not halt the 
leader’s broadcasts for Chesterfield, Waring and his wife, and two friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Stark, of Philadelphia, were set upon by a masked 
youth as the bandleader was about to drive into his garage. 

Gunman fired at Waring when the latter jumped him as he bent to pick 
up the cash Waring had thrown to the floor, but the gun misfired. Bandit 
is in a Stroudsburg, Pa., hospital. 


Through his personal influence James C. Petrillo, head of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, has obtained a full additional month of employ- 
ment for special musicians in the Chicago parks this season. Parks regu- 
larly employed 42 musicians to handle music for dance classes, gym classes, 
etc., with the season running from Noy. 15 to May 15. But this year, due to 
Petrillo’s intercession, the season has been moved ahead to Oct. 15 and 
will run through to May 15 as before. 


On the Upbeat 


indefi- 
Columbia 


Harmond Farr’s band set 
nitely at Harold Brugler’s 
| hotel, Columbia, N. J. 


brings a new outfit into Kelly’s 
Stables, New York, tomorrow night 
(Thursday), 


Bill Bardo orchestra set into the! Paul Whiteman orchestra gets back 


Edgewater Beach _ hotel, Chicago,| tomorrow (Thursday) from its sum- 
starting Oct. 14. Minimum of four| mer fair tour to go into the New 
weeks. Yorker hotel, N. Y., Oct. 17. 


Eddy Brandt opens Saturday (7) 
at William Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, 
for indefinite engagement. Placed by 
MCA. 


Les Brown's been renewed indefi- 
nitely at the Syracuse hotel. 


Harry James has Isabelle Miller a3 
vocalist with his band. He's now 


Etzi Covato band back into Old | at Sherman hotel, Chicago. 
| Shay Gardens, Pittsburgh, for the 
winter after summering in Rochester George Olsen 
, places Horace 
N. Y. Bill Douglas has replaced | Heidt at the Biltmore hotel, New 


| Michael Strange as vocalist. York, Oct. 21. 


Wendy Bishop, who was with; Al Kavelin follows Bob Chester 
| Bunny Berigan and then Dick Sta-| into the Van Cleve hotel, Dayton. 
| bile, is the new vocalist with Lang | Latter signed with Bluebird recor: dg 


|Thompson’s band, now Bill | 


Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, 


at | for one year, New band has made 


10 sides previously on single date 
arrangements, 


| 


Little Jack Little orchestra _ into | 
'the Blue Fountain room of LaSalle | 
| hotel, Chicago, Oct. 26. Replacing | 
Milt Herth swing group, which heads 
for some three weeks of theatre} 
dates on way to Coast. | Spud Murphy’s new band at Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, New York, with 


: . . Mutual wir i 
Jimmie Grier’s band doing series | or wires. Bill McCune was in 


of one-nighters in Portland, Seattle, | 
Spokane and other northwest towns. Ted Stracter orchestra (new) into 
| | Monte Carlo, N. Y., Oct. 18. He 
| Herbert Stothart and orchestra of | conducts choir on Kate Smith’s radio 
{50 recording Russian backgrounds | show, 

| for ‘Balalaika’ at Metro. 


Johnny Green's wife, Betty Fur- 
ness of films, gave birth to daughter 
last week in New York. 


Gene Krupa and Bob Chester 
switched first trombone men when 
Krupa was in Dayton recently. Sid 
Brantley to Krupa, Al Sherman to 
Chester, 


The Three Sons, instrumentalists 
now playing second season in the 
| cocktail lounge of De Witt Clinton 
| hotel, Albany, signed to wax for Co- 
| lumbia. Trio consists of Artie Dunn, 
Mortie and Al Nevins. 


Sammy Kaye will go into a newly 
decorated and renamed Palm Room 
at the Commodore Oct. 27. It'll be 
called the Century Room and ter- 
raced similar to the New Yorker's 
Terrace Room. 


John White’s crew succeeding Ike ¥ 
Silvers at White Rock Showboat, 
Dallas. 


| Harmond Farr’s band playing ex-| Al Cooper orchestra now person- 

tended fall engagement at Harold | ally managed by Moe Gale. Crew 
| Brugler’s Columbia hotel, Columbia,| jis at the Savoy Ballroom, New 
N. J. York. 


Glen Gray orchestra will fly from | 
| Providence to Omaha next week to | 
; open a week’s stand at the Orpheum 
| theatre there Oct. 13. It’s a stop 
on the way to the Coast, where the 
| band goes into the Palace hotel, San 
| Francisco, Oct. 28. 


Maxine Sullivan goes into the Fa- 


Gray Gordon’s femme vocalist 
| spot taken by Roberta Wilson. Band 
|records for Victor in Chicago Oct. 


Gene Krupa band hasn't laid off 
one day since March 11, and less 
than two weeks since starting April 


| 16, 1938, at Atlantic City. 

|mous Door, New York, Oct. 24. 

| She'll be doubling into the Door Emil Coleman reopens Waldorf 
|from rehearsals for the swing ver-| hotel, N. Y.’s Sert Room, Oct. 23. 


sion of ‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
at the Center theatre. 


William Scotti rehearsing an all- 


Matty Malneck combo goes into 
the new Max Gordon musical, ‘Nice 
Going.’ 


combination in New York. It'll 
include Virginia Carroll, sister of 


Ernie Fio-Rito band signed to Gea- 


Charley Carroll with Al Donahue, | eral Amusement management. 


and Louise Dunhan, sister of Sonny 
Dunham, with Glen Gray. 


Glenn Miller stays third week at 
Paramount theatre, N. Y. 


| Eddy Duchin’s opening at the 
| Plaza hotel, N. Y., has been moved 
up to Oct. 10 from the 11th. 

Mary Jane Walsh, singer in new 
Rogers-Hart show, ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
| signed for Columbia Records. She'll 
cut four numbers from show next 
week. 


Don Orlando at Colony 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Don Orlando orchestra, formerly 
at the Chez Paree and Bon-Air 
spots here, takes over the wanes stand 
at the Colony Club on Nov. 3. 
Orlando received a build- sth over 
a WGN-Mutual wire from Bon-Air 
who recently | this summer and will continue 04 
stay abroad,| the Mutual web from the Colony 


| 


Coleman Hawkins, 
returned from.a 
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October 4, 1939S 


HARD STOP BRIBERY 


____MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY $3 


15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 30, 1939) 


*Over the Rainbow (Wizard of Ox). 


Man With the Mandolin..........eeceeceeeeeeeeeeeees Santly 
Beer Barrel Shapiro 

*An Apple for the Teacher (Star Maker’).............. Santly 
Oh, You Crazy Moon..... . Witmark 
Cinderella, Stay in My Arms.......... Shapiro 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room...... er 

*A Man and His Dream (Star Maker’ .-.Santly 
South of the Border............... .. Shapiro 
Day In-Day Out 
El Rancho Grande ... Marks 
*Filmusical. 


Divide Score Among Three Publishers 
To Get Equal Push On Each Number 


Warner Bros. music combine is 
trying something new with the score 
from the new Cotton Club, N. Y., 
show which opens some time with- 
in the next two weeks. WB will take 
the six or more tunes that are be- 
ing written for the show by Sammy 
Cahn and Saul Chaplin and dis- 
tribute them among the three WB 
publishing tirms, Remick, Harms and 
Witmark. 

Usually when a score from a pic- 
ture or legit musical has been pub- | 
lished all tunes were assigned one | 
company. This usually meant that, 
uneven concentration resulted. With 
the new setup, each firm taking just 
two numbers, there's a possibility all 
can be plugged with approximately | 
equal zest. , 

First three numbers have been al- | 
lotted. Remick gets ‘Love's Got Me | 
Down Again’; Witmark, a a | 
Lucky Guy’; and Harms ‘It's My | 

| 


Turn Now.’ ‘You're Just a No- 
Account,’ ‘Bali-Bali,’ and ‘It’s Only | 
in Your Mind’ and a_ production 
piece, ‘Hyde Park in Harlem’ are) 
still unattached. Latter is a trav- 
esty on Father Divine’s acquisition 
of an estate near President Roose- 
velt's Hyde Park estate, and will be 
done in the show by Stepin Fetchit 
and Lou 


Drive Against Bootleg 
Folios in Drugstores 


Opens This Week 


Drive on stores and stands han- 
dling bootleg songsheets will open 
this week in Connecticut, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island and New Jersey. 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation, which is direciing the cam- 
Paign, has obtained special counsel 
in New Jersey to co-operate with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
local authorities in prosecuting the 


cases in that state. 

Charles Segal, Hartford lawyer, 
conferred last Friday (29) in New 
York with Walter Douglas, MPRA 


chairman, and Sydney Wattenberg, 
MPPA general counsel, on the han- 
dling of the campaign in New Eng- 
land. Segal has so far made quite 
& number of settlements with Hart- 
ford drugstores whom the MPPA 
sued after the former had been 
Caught selling the contraband lyric 
folios. The settlement amounis have 
Tanged as high as $700. 


802 MEDICAL FUND 
BENEFIT NOV. 27 


| rates wth David Snell on 
ithe President.’ 


| Morris, 


are obligated under 


M-G Music Assignments 


Hollywood, Oct, 8. 


Composer-conductor assignments 


/on six pictures were handed out by 
| Metro, 


three of them to Edward 
Ward, who works alone on 
Carter’ and ‘Runaway’ and collabo- 


‘A Call on 


Snell draws a solo chore on ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son,’ and Franz Waxman 
is assigned to two, ‘Not 
Not Too Deep’ and ‘Willow Walk.’ 


406 on Oct. 9 Chncher 


For Joe Morris Music’s 


Takeover by New Firm 


Newly organized firm of Mercer & 
Inc., is slated to take over 
the catalog of the Joe Morris Music 
Co. from its owner, Archie Fletcher, 
Oct. 9. On that date Edwin H. 
(Buddy) Morris and Johnny Mercer 
the deal to give 
Fletcher $40,000 as the balance of the 
cash payment of $45.000 for the cata- 
log. Fletcher, though out of the or- 
ganization, will also receive $100 a 
week over a period of three years. 
Fletcher is co-writer of a number of 
the songs in this catalog. 

Contract between M & M and 
Fletcher stipulates that the Joe Mor- 
ris firm be dissolved. M & M. which 
has already obtained the publishing 
rights to the scores of two forth- 
coming Shubert musicals, will oc- 
cupy Fletcher's present offices. 

Included among the number in 
the Morris catalog are ‘My Melan- 
choly Baby.’ ‘Memphis Blues,’ *Caro- 
lina Moon,’ ‘Street Where Old 
Friends Meet.” ‘When Your Hair 
Turns to Silver’ and ‘On Treasure 
Island. Fletcher acquired the Mor- 
ris firm last vear after being with it 
for over 20 years. He most 
will retire from the music business. 
although this is not a requisite of 
his contract with M & M. 


Town Hall Stunt For 


Goodman, Then to L. A. 
Benny Goodman goes back 
Town Hall, New York, 
a concert for which details have not 
as yet been set. It follows his exit 
from the Waldorf-Astoria, where he 
opens tonight (Wednesday), aDte at 


Jan. 


/Town Hall will be Goodman's second 


| there with his band, although he had 


New York musicians’ union, Local 
802, will stage its annual concert 
and dance for the organization's 
medical fund at Madison Square 
Garden Noy. 27. 


After a symphonic concert by 150 
Musicians, there will be a string of 
name bands dance music. 


_ Roy Webb doing musical score for 
“Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


made solor appearances in serious 
music. Last year the outfit illus- 
trated points in a talk on swing by 
John Erskine. 

Goodman will head back to the 
Coast after the Town Hall date for 
a repeat stand at Victor Hugo's and 
a tentative picture commitment. 
Leader flew his band in from Chi- 
cago Sunday (1) to go into the New 
York World's Fair again. 


‘Nick | 


Too Narrow, | 


into 
10, for | 


| 


|Publishers Willing te Play 


tered Contactmen but Lat-. 


ter’s Cash Income of Less 
Than $3,600 Yearly Not 
Impressive — 802 Weon’t 


Leaders 


A DILEMMA 


| Indications were given last week 
‘that the Musie Publishers’ Contact 
Employees of Greater New York, 
| AFL affiliate, will encounter no dif- 
ficulties in obtaining an agreement | 
from major publishers. Board of di- 
rectors of the Music Publishers’ Pro- | 
Association authorized Wal- 
| ter Douglas, chairman, to necotiate | 


j}as sound an agreement with the 


union as possible and submit it to | 


| the board for study and ratification. 
| The board meeting disclosed that the 
| industry as a whole was reconciled 
to this development and was inter- 
ested to see whether the unioniza- 
tion of contactmen would prove an 


, effective instrument in eliminating 
the evil practices stemming from 
songplugging. 

Impression current among  pub- 


lishers is that this newly created 
union must depend on itself to wipe 
_ out these practices, Jack Rosenberg, 
| head of the New York musicians’ 
union, is quoted as having advised 
the MPCE that it would have to 
clean its own house and that it could 
| not look to his local to punish band 
leaders who made a practice of tak- 
ing money for plugs. 
The contactmen’s 
faced with the problem of proper 
financing. With its membership lim- 
ited to 300 persons and a proposed 
fee of $12 a year, the most that its 
|treasury can expect per annum is 
$3,600. There is a per capita tax 
for the AFL homeoffices which 
must come out of this, leaving not 
even enough to cover the salary of 
a full-time official, Other items that 
also must be met are general costs 
of administration, headquarters rent 


union is also 


and lawyers’ fees. Question of set- 
ting higher union fees is compli- 
cated by the fact that these same 


contact men are supporting another 
organization, Music Publishers’ Pro- 
fessional Men, Inc., which is ex- 
clusively devoted to beneficial pur- 
poses. 

Walter Denaldson cleffed ‘I'm Fit 
to Be Tied’ for RKO’'s ‘That's Right, 
You're Wrong.’ 


Dick Himber. Artie 


Along with A.F. L.-Char- 


Punish Graft- Taking 


| Trade lawyers have 


ANION Publishers Lawyers Contend New 
CF TASK Writers Contract Puts Industry 


At Disadvantage; SPA’s Ultimatum 


Sengwriters Proiective Asseciation 
yesterday (Tuesday) moved te get 
‘all other music publishers to accept 
the standard uniform writers con- 
tract and the main agreement which 
has been signatured by the Warner 
Bros. group. 
publishers by circular letter that un- 
\less they adopted the new uniform 
'eontract and appreved the main 
| agreement by Oct. 15 the writers’ 
|erganization will refuse to release 
beng ef the mechanical rights which 
its membership has assigned it, 
| dating back te June 1, 1937. This 
‘assignment is fer twe years, effec- 
‘tive since spring of this year. 

SPA letter also siates that even if 
the publishers use the pew uniform 
contract the SPA will still bar them 
from exercising the mechanical 
| rights invelved. 


Terms of the agreement between 
the Songwriters Protect've Associ- 
ation and the Warner Bros. music 
group, which became effective last 
week, has aroused much comment 
among other publishers and _ their 
counsel, These sources are 
critical of the increased authority 
that the agreement plus the stand- 
ard uniform popular writers’ con- 
tract has extended to the writers and 
the SPA. But they do feel that the 
documents might serve as a valuable 
/ basis fer the working out of a gen- 
eral industry pact. 

Common criticism of the contract 
accepted by WB is that it is imprac- 
tical in places and that its wording 
is not clear. Cited as a case in point 
are paragraphs K and M of section 
4. Under paragraph K foreign agen- 
cies are excepted from the prohi- 
bition against bulk deals, but accord- 
ing to paragraph M the publishers 
‘shall not without the written con- 
sent of the writers grant exclusive 
use of the composition in any form 
or for any purpoes or for any pe- 
riod of time or for any territory.’ 

Film Producers Rights 

According to these same critical 
sources, the provisions of paragraph 
A and B in section 9 of the main 
agreement would tend to curb the 
rights of film producers who main- 
tain 


writers on salary. Any con- 
tract which exists between the lat-, 
|; ter two are under these para- 


graphs subject to the contract which 
the firm publishing the producer's 
works has with the SPA. In other 
words, the producer, even though he 
paid for the creation of the works, 
is excluded from exercising his 
mechanical rights unless the SPA 
consents. Likewise the producer is 
deprived of the television rights. 

advised 


Shaw Into Music 


also 


Publishing Via Lincoln Catalog Buy 


likely | 


Dick Himber and Artie Shaw will 
most likely be the band- 
leaders with investments in the 
sic publishing business as the 
sult of the slated purchase of the 
Lincoln Musie Co. through thei 
joint lawyer and personal rep, An- 
drew Weinberger. The stock, it is 
understood, will be split four ways. 
with Sam Wigler, former Witmark 
professional man, who will serve as 
general manager of the firm, getting 


next two 


mu- 
re- 


25%. The purchasing price figures 
around $25,000. Memorandum on 
the deal has been signatured and 


contracts were to be exchanged and 


money passed late yesterday ‘Tues- 


day). 
Lincoln catalog contains 
Larry hot tunes, 


most of 
including 


‘Dipsy Doodle’ and ‘Study in Brown,’ | 


' several] Mask and Wig scores and 
‘Indeed I Do.” George Simon bought 
the original catalog from Joe Davis 
for $10,000 about three years ago. 
Davis got it from Free’ Campagno., 
of Philadelphia, for $7,500. 


+ 


SANTLY PROTESTS ANEW 


ASCAP Rating Still 


Too Low, He 
Declares 

Publishers appeals board of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publish rs last week 
reserved decision on the pleas made 
by Santlv-Joy-Select, Inc. and 
Southern Music Co. for an increase 
in their availability ratings. S-J-S 


had the week before had its ratings 
upped from 750 to 1.000 points by the 
availability committee, while South- 
ern has been at 540 points for some 
time. 


Lester Santly. who appeared for 


his firm. contended that his catalog . 


was still under-rated by the avail- 
ability committee and also wanted to 
know how he was to be compensated 
|for the inequitable treatment to 
which his catalog has been subjected 
for the past several vears, as attested 
by the committee's action during the 


~ «previous week. 


The SPA has: advised ; 


partly , 


their clients that the provisions of 
the contract which deal with for- 
eign sheet music righis are particu- 
larly off kilter. If, according to the 
standard contract, the composition is 
printed in this country and shipped 
to Canada, revenue therefrom is to 
be considered of domestic origin and 
the writers are to get the same roy- 
alty. If the composition is printed 
by an agent in Canada the rights are 
to be considered as originated in a 
foreign country and the writers are 
to get no less than 50% of the net 
sums received by the American pub- 
lisher. The SPA-WB contract also 
provides that a composition may be 
published in a folio or composite 
work only on terms later agreed to 
between writer and publisher. 

Other points in the contract which 
these critical elements don't like are 
those which allow for a_ three 
months accounting in place of the 
customary six months and the right 
ot the writer to have the publisher's 
books and records examined at any 
time of the working day. The one 
big thing that the SPA _ has ice 
ceeded in accomplishing through this 
contract, they point out, is recogni- 
tion of its authority to administer 
the mechanical rights in the works 
of its members, 

The agreement between the SPA 
and WB is binding until May 31, 
1940, and contains an option for an 
extension of another six and a half 
years, ending Dee. 31, 1946. Her- 
man Starr, head of WB's music in- 
teresis, has explained that the pres- 
ent binder will give the two camps 
ample opportunity to see how the 
terms works out and that if any of 
the terms prove impractical they can 
be revised for the long-term pact. 
Under the present agreement WB is 
obligated to make it apply to com- 
positions as far back as June 1, 1937, 
if the present terms are better than 
those’ previously obtained by the 
writer 

Uniform contract sets up a seale of 


fees for worldwide synchronization 
uses. In short subjects it’s $50 for 
each visual vocal, $37.50 for each 


visual instrumental and $25 for each 
background use. In feature it’s $75 
for visual vocal, $50 for visual in- 
strumental and $25 for background 
use, 


B’casters’ Anti-ASCAP 
Bill Fails In Alabama: 
Revival Anticipated 


Oct. 3. 
against 
the American Society of Composers. 
Authors and Publishers did not get 
of the 
prior to adjournment last week. It 
had previously skipped through the 
without a dissenting voice. 
sill is expected to be brought up 
again by radio interests when the 
ctate legislature meets next June. 
The bill would require ASCAP to 
charge for its music by the 
prevent a blanket asse 
upuinst radio stations, hotels or 
using its music. It 
levy a 3% annual 
tax on the organization. 


Birmingham, 


proposed law 


on the agenda lower house 


enate 


ement 
other 
ould 


gross re- 


and 


concerns 
also 
ceipts 


Oberstin’s Studios 

Eli Oberstein has 
Byer Studios, 
building on upper 


the old 
two upper floors of a 


taken 


Broadway, as re- 
cording studios for his United States 
Record Corp. They're currently be- 
ing done over and will be ready for 
use Oct. 15. 

Meanwhile Oberstein has 
making use of Associated 
recording equipment to wax 
bands he recently signed. He 
cently signed Jess Stacey, 


been 
Record 
pop 
re- 
ex- Benny 


, Goodman pianist. 
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$4 VARIETY 


MUSIC_DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


Riccardi Sounds Warning 


Calls Music Corporation of America and Big Bookers 
a Menace to Local Musicians 


Band Bookings 


Ted Rio-Rito, Oct. 19, week, 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Jack Spratt, Jan. 5-25, "40, Coral 
Gables, Lansing, Michigan. 


Network Plugs, AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined 
z plugs of current tunes o 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week plo 


Monday through Sunday (Sept. 25-Oct. 1). 


Total represents accumulated 


Will Osborne, Oct. 21, Armory, | perfo . 7 
{gobbled wp the the Minn; Tene on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol a.m. Symbol ¢ 
A. Rex Riccardi, sectetary of the | 24s here. Because of national laws Austin. Sine. es film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
American Federation of Musicians, | W® standing by helpless watching l 14 
Local 77, last week issued a blast} CUT jobs diminish rapidly. Our a GR 
gainst the ‘i ion’ ic | hands are tied.’ TITLE AND 
against the ‘invasion’ by the Music theatre, Reading, Pa PUBLISHER TOT 
Corporation of America of the Philly| Riccardi said the national union tee eu: 
territory. ‘Unless the Federation| had declared its intention to restrict Benny Carter, Nov. 17, Rockland A Man His Of Feist 43 
takes action against the monopolistic | remotes but thus far had taken no Palace, New York. Man with the cee il seunlbonensedbaadadataen Santly ..... ......, 34 
tendencies of MCA and the other steps in that direction. Woody Herman, Nov. 11, Sunny- Melancholy Mood. ‘ ere . 34 
aces the probability of these groups den, N. J. 3 i 3 eRe: Witmark ........... 
not only controlling the music field Are You Havin’ Any Fun?. ..#Scandals.......... 33 
but controlling the union itself,’ Ric- PALOMAR, LOS ANGELES, Claude Hopkins, Nov. 3, Minora In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room... aoe @0es dee ees — contin 
WIPED OUT Brooklyn, N. Y.; Ina Ray | Little Man Who Wasn't 
Riccardi said that MCA had re- BY FIRE) same spot Nov. 4. se . 
spots. MCA thus far has signed ex- omar, Los Angeles, name band| artie Shaw, Jan. 12, week, Capitol | Go Fly a Kite...*Star Maker ...............+ nes coe. 3 aoe 
clusive booking contracts with the stand currently housing the Charlie | theatre, Washington. Last Two Weeks in July. poli 
ton, Warwick and| fire Sunday night (1). Loss to the | falo theatre, Buffalo; Nov. 3, U. of Good Morning...*Babes in 
i B. Pottstown, Pa: 8, Valencia B.,| An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker........ Santly 
chains a | peen decided whether the 13 Hecla Park, Bellefonte, Pa.; 14, Wor Viste Gaily St Famous 20 pingo 
Ri di Pp, Salad, will be rebuilt. Meantime Lewis is Coliseum, Greensburg, Pa.; Dec. 8, To You t 20 and is 
iccardi charged that hotels were | considering leasing the Shrine Au- | State theatre, Cleveland, 22, Buffalo | Cinderella, Stay in My ++. Shapiro | sponse 
out of advertis-| ditorium to continue. Country Club, Buffalo, El Rancho Grande......... a 18 Am 
g s ins of charging them Barnet’s orchestra, which was Bob Chester, Oct. 19-Nov. 16, Especially for You Shapiro 17 five S 
p e operating expenses of the It’s Funny to Everyone But Me... 
dance rooms. close last night (Tues- | Adolphus Hotel, Dallas. Comes Love...+tYokel Boy Chappell 16 
ay ma e way for the opening x P t Th t eee CEH th ee 
y would go toward newspaper | instruments and library in the blaze Goodnight My Crawford ......... a thre 
and sign advertising and pay for! Combined with dates Barnet was to |. Jan Garber, Oct. 12, Topsy’s, L. A.,| My Last Goodbve...... tan, § 
bands on the grounds that/ have played on the way east, which indef. Shapiro .......... 14 
plugs over the chains was advertis-| wil] be cancelled, his loss amounts Henry King, Oct. 13-29, Chase I'll Remember. ..*She Married COM. 14 B k 
ing for the hotel. to about $20,000. He Hotel, St. Louis, Nov. 5, Peabody Running Through My ABC oe 14 
‘The threat of the large booking| New York immediately to arrange Hotel, Memphis, indef. South an W 
agencies is serious. They have! for the setting up of a new library. | _Jack Marshard, Oct. 13-32, General It’s a Hundred to One. Miller 12 Thurs 
Paul Pendarvis, Oct. 20, Statler) Ding Dong Witch Is Dead.. .*Wizard of Oz...... Feist 
| Al Donahue, Oct. 18, Lycoming iminy Crickets... ces eo 10 
| The ROBBINS and FEIST organizations | Cleveland, Ohio; 22, Myers Lake yo 
Park, Canton, Ohio; 23, New Brad- Some 
| | extend sincere best wishes to | ford theatre, NB. Pa; 24, New Edythe Wright Replaced ¢ me a 
Cathedral theatre, New Castle, Pa.; i YESTERDAY S HI 7 
L MA astle, Pa.;| Edythe Wright has been replaced House 
OONEY _ Wheeling, W. | with the Tommy Dorsey orchestra by who 
in his new executiv sas 0 Of, , Cambridge, Mass.; 28,; Anita Boyer, wife of Dick Barrie. which 
@ position as Ss brook 
| | unnybrook, B., Pottstown, Pa.; 29,| Miss Wright stepped down after ) vaude 
GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER Passaic, N. J.; Nov. 3, Princeton U.,| Dorsey’s benefit last week for his | prove 
| | Princeton, N. J. home town, Bernardsville, N. J., fire 1 
dept. Band played several follow- . 
| | ing one-nighters with no girl vocal- y Col 
Also a Salute to Miller Music's Great Line-up! | UNION PREVENTS DEAL ist. begin: 
| Miss Boyer opened with Dorsey 
| | | il H e m e m b p r Lennie Hayton of 802 Not Allowed | last week (28) at the Ansley Hotel, at the 
| to Head WCAU Band Atlanta, where the crew stays un- ‘ 
| By Ralph Freed and Burton Lane til going into Chicago’s Palmer 2 
‘ Philadelphia local of the Ameri-| House, Oct. 12. She made a record- | house 
| , can Federation of Musicians last | W8, — with the band first. Miss Union 
week nixed a deal that would have | W"isht was out once before but re- P; 
It S$ A Hundred To One put bandleader Lennie Hayton at the | turned because the contracts for the — 
| (I'm In Love) head of a house band at WCAU. Ar- | 224s subsequent theatre tour called D rn FE A fi S eae 
T 
By Ronnie Kemper and Dick Jurgens starts 
emen 
| | the station, to place in REMICK MUSIC CORP, 
| ™ || of a band composed of local men, SHEFTER TO PUB. AGAIN 1250 Sixth Avenue New York City sheen 
i Want The Waiter | similar to the spot held by Jan Bert Shefter, composer and con- ve t 
; | Savitt last year before he broke out| ductor of an instrumental octet on at 
| - (With The Water) into the dance field. NBC, has reentered the publishing pas 
By Kay and Sue Werner Arrangement called for Hayton to | Piz. shows 
etwork time. Stand- ‘m, has been inactive since 1937. OV iz 
| And ... the new Mack Gordon-Jimmy Van Heusen Hitl | by leader was to be carried eiaiane . ee ee rently 
« ayton is a N. Y. local 802 man. He policy 
| : 3 p ea x in g 0 f hn eave n also was to be allowed to take his Lynn Chalmers’ Date and V 
| studio crew out on one-nighters, so Chicago, Oct. 8. weeks 
| —_—— many each week. This is what nixed| Lynn Chalmers, NBC warbler, the B 
the deal, Philly local officials fearing | 80S into the Book-Cadillac hotel in ot 
Mi iL LE R MU S i €, fl AC. squawks from leader members that | Detroit, opening this week. Only 
Hayton would be taking jobs from| Set through the William Morris | the oj 
| Hayton for the past several months ? ? and in 
— been rehearsing a dance band of| Anabelle Lee continues four more DOUBLE VERSION pre 
1s Own in New York under) weeks at the Florentine Gardens, 
Michaud, but was to drop it tem-| Hollywood, as vocalist with Bill SANTLY-JOY-SELECT The 
porarily to take the WCAU post. Roberts’ orchestra 1619 Broadway, New York Carlt 
e (29) 
and, 
— £00d 
MILLS SONG 
ILLS SONG SUGGESTIONS! chan 
e introduci 
oducing the NEW SCORE from ED FOX'S Morton Gould's both 
far, 
B I i. I Y Grand Terrace (7th Edition) Revue PAVA NNE be es 
Where 
(| always dream of Bill) BABY, WHAT ELSE CAN I DO im 
) | (Second Movement of American = 
a 
Callo 
It’s The Thi Wi 
ings You Do Wi 
' 
Russ Morgan's Theme Song Fees 
Does Your Heart | Kalmar-Ruby's Ballad 
Music by GERALD MARKS Lyri along 
yrics by WALTER HIRSCH ate 
Beat For Me This Heart =f: 
Jack Mills, 
Hous 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. °*F..:.'" 1619 Broadway, N.Y.C. Of Mine (the 
West Coast Rep: BERNARD POLLACK tually 
1537 Vine Street, Los Angeles, Calif. “—— BILLY CHANDLER, Prof. Mgr. LEONARD WILSON Chicago Rep: SAM MYROW the I 
’ . . Mid-West 301 Woods Theatre Building Bra 
exper 
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2 N. 0. Spots Reopen 


New Orleans, Oct. 3. 

Jean Lafitte reopened the Chez 
Paree Saturday night (30) with bill 
topped by Dias and Diane, Drigo, 
and Frances Anello, Miss New Or- 
leans of 1939. Maurice Reid is m.c. 

Nut Club, which has been dark all 
summer, also was reopened last 
weekend by Joe Masera. Spot has 
been remodeled and decorated. 

Earl Danton’s orch goes into Pete 
Herman’s Club Plantation on Octo- 
ber 12. 


PHILLY ACTORS 
ASK AGVA 
HOLD KELLY 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939. VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 
— 
‘Theatres N.Y. Area aude; 
Stage Shows Prove Hetty B.0. Ai KEY TQ) DEARTH 
Vaude revival in film houses is m4 
continuing, with at least — Rae Samuels Injured Added Income Tax Burden 
tional houses in the New York area ° P ‘ 
baving added or about to add acts| Rae Samuels, former headliner, a Factor soph Headliners = 
since the geod was injured last Wednesday (27) Pix, Radio Foregoing 
when the automobile she was driv- Booking—Ether’s Failure 
politan theatres. ing skidded on the Queensborough to Create New Personali- 
. Additional spots which have taken Br idge, New York, and crashed into ties Another Reason 
: a combo policy in the past few a pillar. She was cut on the fore- 
ol are using stage shows only head ve one leg emg hurt, but was 
week in most | Permitted to go to her home in Bald-| 
win, L. L, after being treated at St. WORKING FOR GOV’T 
The trend is a sort of reaction to 
bingo and banko in the nabe houses |, Samuels, wile arty For- With 
-P eting with fairly good re- kins, has been in virtual retirement th vaude playing time steadily 
and is me the past few years, but is mulling | mounting, especially in major key 
sponse. a comeback in a package variety | Spots, there’s again a growing short- 
Among the new combo spots are | show being lined up by Charles J. |age of headline talent material. All 
five Skouras houses, They are the |Freeman, Interstate booker with | the bookers are on the hunt for b.o. 
Jamaica, Jamaica, Queens, which | Consolidated Radio Artists. acts, but comparatively few are 
three weeks ago started vaude only available. 
on Sundays, but will shortly go into As was the case lest 
st year, top- 
a three-day ae ee, bd flight picture and radio names are 
tan, ll an reluctant to make stage appearances 
wood, N. J., Friday - a - ays; 9 |because of the added tax burden. 
Brooks, As was pointed out by one personal- 
P J Rul R in high income brackets, 
va ’ ’ j yi 
| of recent years have used modified ‘ ment, the latter getting most of it in 
stage shows. David S. Stern is book- | ? ] te end. 
i ing. | = tring 7 ever | Another reason for the dearth of 
Other houses going into vaude in- | ° ® b.o. names is the failure of radio to 
clude the Regent, Kearney, N. oa create any new personalities of its 
which opens Oct. 13 with a Friday, | own in the past few years. Prac- 


Saturday and Sunday policy. 
operated by Murray Stahl. The Cort, 


Somerville, N. J., started Saturday | 


and Sunday shows last weekend. 
House is run by Rapf and Ruden, 
‘who also operate seven others, of 
which two are seen as potentials for 
vaude if 
' proves satisfactory. 

Union City House in Try 


egins its live talent exhibition Fri- 
day (6). It'll be a girl revue each 
show, set for only one night a week 
at the present. Harry Doniger, who 
operates the spot, is considering 
stage show extensions to other of his 
houses in Bayonne, Jersey City, 
Union City, Irvington and Palisades 


Park. 


Rosenblatt circuit, operators of 10 
) theatres in Jersey and Staten Island, 
| Starts vaude Oct. 13 at its 1,450-seat 
Orpheum, Jersey City. Decision was 
made after a poll of 1,000 postcards 
showed 80° of those answering 
wanted vaudeville and ‘a good pic- 
ture.” House will operate with live 
shows Fridays and Saturdays. 
Brandt Houses Click 


Biz at the Flatbusn, Brooklyn, cur- 
rently in its third week of a vaudfilm 


policy, and the Audubon, New York, 


and Windsor, Bronx, in their second 


weeks, has convinced the operators, | 
the Brandts, that they have b.o. win- | 


ners in at least two of the spots. 
Only weakling is the Audubon, but 
the operators have set shows for the 
house for at least four more weeks 
and intend giving vaude every chance 
to prove itself as a b.o. factor at this 
spot. 

_The fourth Brandt house, 
Carlton, Jamaica, teed off Friday 
(29) with the Jimmy Dorsey band 
énd, while the opening was fairly 
800d and biz held up over the week- 


end, it’s still too early to judge its 
chances. 

yam Flatbush and Windsor are 
clear-cut profit-makers thus 
ar, 


be especially big at the Flatbush, 
Where Cab Calloway’s orch in a ‘Cot- 
ton Club Revue’ is heading for $15,- 
000. Latter figure represents virtual 
Capacity at every show at a 40c top 
weekdays and 55¢ Saturday nights. 
Calloway is doing four shows daily, 
but Play 
ve on Sunday. Usual gross here is 
etween $11,000 and $13,000. 

So far as the Audubon is con- 
cerned the Brandts intend to play 
one with it as they did with the 
latbush early. last spring, when the 
Vaudfilm policy was first tried there. 
apse then dropped around $6,000 

e first two weeks, but the biz even- 
‘ually built up to the black side of 
the ledger. 

Brandts thus far haven't picked an 
*xpert to light and dress its stages, 


It is | 


the current experiment | 


Colony theatre, Union City, N. J., 


the | 


Current week, for instance, will , 


ed six on Saturday (30) and | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 

| <A judge here ruled Saturday (30) 
that nudity could be art, but the 
wearing of a G-string—never. Judge 
| Wallace MacDade, of Delaware 
| County, in turning down the appeal 
of the 69th Street Rathskeller from 
a liquor license revocation, said: 


| public disrobing is suggestive. 
| simulation of nudity may be much 
; more offensive to the public morals 
than the actuality.’ 

The State Liquor Control Board 
revoked the Rathskeller’s license on 
the basis of a strip-tease dance by a 
girl named Paula, billed ‘straight 
from Minsky’s.’ Adolph Hildebrand, 
operator of the spot, protested that 
_the dancer was never nude. He said 
| she wore ‘an invisible pair of tights’ 

which, in a blue light, gave the ap- 
| pearance of nudity. She also had on 

a G-string, he said. 


Weede Flies to Havana 
And Back to R. C. Music 
Hall for Opera, Stage 


Robert Weede, Radio City Music 


Hall and Metropolitan Opera bari- | with 


tone, has a busy schedule the com- 
ing week. On Sunday (8) he will 
create the baritone role in Eugene 
| Zador’s new opera, ‘Columbus,’ with 
Martha Lipton and 


Jan Peerce, 


Lorenzo Alvari, under the direction | 


of Erno Rapee. Following the 
‘broadcast of the opera from 
Center, Weede flies to Havana 
open the season of opera there, in 
‘Rigoletto,’ with Rosemarie Brancato 
and Sidney Raynor, 
travel with him from N. Y. 
four performances in Havana, in- 
‘eluding another ‘Rigoletto’ and 
\‘Faust,’ and then planes back to the 
U.S. to begin a week of solo work 
“at the Musie Hall. 

| The Havana season, 


He sings 


booked for 


‘eight days with w.k. American sing- | 


‘ers at $4 top, is completely sold out. 


‘although the idea was mulled last 
| week. It’s been put off for the time 
| being. 

' Major circuit execs, especially 
| those of RKO and Loew’s. have been 
closely following the biz at the 


Brandt theatres, but there’s been no | 


| indication thus far that they'll go 
into competition. Both RKO and 
Loew’s operate former vaudfilm the- 
atres nearby all the Brandt situa- 
, tions. 


tically all of radio’s top names today 
were top names in other show biz 
fields before being drafted for radio. 

It appears unlikely this year that 
such radio attractions as Jack Benny, 
Burns and Allen, or Fred Allen will 


{Burns and Allen made ’em 


‘Nudity may be art, but the ap- | from stages this season, 
'pearance of nudity accompanied by | has shied clear of vaude appear- 
The | ances since becoming a radio name. 


the | 
to 


both of whom | 


make theatre personals. Benny and 
in the 
| Past, but the pressure of their work 
| and tax reasons will keep them away 

Fred Allen 


This leaves the theatres with virtu- 
‘ally only the bands and occasional 
players. Bookers admit, 
| however that there’s a plentitude of 
| good variety acts, but few of them 
‘count at the wicket. 


Chi’s Name Dilemma 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Booking of name talent into vaude 
| theatres in the Loop, especially at 
'the Balaban & Katz Chicago and 


|the RKO Palace, has become pretty | 


'much of a headache due to the in- 
creasing number of two-week pic- 
tures which are being set into these 
houses. With the pictures going a 
| fortnight and most top acis booked 
/on a single week basis, the second 
'stanza of the film often finds 


|the previous week. 

| This situation usually doesn't help 
the b.o. The picture on its own is 
not always the boxoffice answer, 
the business resulting more 
(Continued on page 37) 


EX-VAUDERS 
PAR FILM 


| 


Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
Old-time vaude players get 

break in ‘The Farmer's Daughter’ at 
Paramount, with 39 of them vari- 
| ously occupied from producer to bit 
| player. 
| Beginning with the producer, Wil- 
‘liam Thomas, the former variety 
thesps are James Hogan, Eugene 
Hornbostel, Rollie Asher, Eddie Sal- 


a 


| Lau, Martha Raye, Charlie Ruggles, 
William Frawley, William Demarest, 
Lynn Overman, Tom Dugan, Inez 
| Courtney, Pat West, Benny Baker, 
| Ann Shoemaker, Jack Norton, Bert 
Hanlon, Skins Miller, Harry Lee, 
G. P. Huntley, George McKay, Nick 
Copeland, Bob  Boggess, Wilfred 
' Roberts, George Hale, Si Jenks, Sam 
' Ash, Eddie Bordon, Nick Morrow, 
Pat Moran, Glenn Belt, George Bar- 


the | 
stage lineup entirely different from | 


|jor Bowes’ 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 
Members of the Philly local of the 
American Federation of Actors at a 
meeting here last week passed a 


of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists to appoint Tom Kelly, AFA 
biz agent, to the same post under the 


| new body. The group voted to hold 


in abeyance any final action on its 
| stand for complete local autonomy 
pending a conference scheduled for 
today ‘Tuesday) between Kelly and 
national AGVA officials in New 
York. 

Attending the meeting and sup- 
porting the local in its stand were 
representatives the 
Federation of Labor, Central Labor 
| Union, American’ Federation of 


resolution urging the national board ee 


Dorothy Bryant, New Exec 
Sec, Would Bond Talent Employers; 
Membership Said to Total 4556 


Bonding of presentation houses, 
niteries and vaude producers respon- 
sible for salaries is aim of Dorothy 
Bryant, new exec secretary of Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. Mrs. 
Bryant, for 18 years chief of Chorus 
Equity, intends to achieve same 
guarantee of a payoff for vaude acts 
as Equity gets from producers for 
legit performers. 

That bonding is nothing to be 
achieved in a week or even a year 
is readily admitted by Mrs. Bryant, 
who was the choice of the AGVA 
exec board last Thursday (28) to 
succeed Maida Reade. Selected be- 
cause of her knowledge of the field, 
new exec sec declared that only 
through almost 100% performer 
strength could AGVA hope to attain 
the payoff guarantee that bonding 
assures. 

Mrs. Bryant, who drew up codes 

for the NRA in vaude and chorus 
fields, said bonding was discussed at 
length as a possible provision in 
those codes. Although it was fa- 
vored, it was never inserted because 
of difficulties feared in ascertaining 
who actually owes the coin when 
an act is employed. There was a 
constant attempt, she said, to palm 
off responsibility. She indicated that 
a strong AGVA could solve this 
problem. 
Offered the executive secretary- 
ip when AGVA was organized dur- 
ing the summer, Mrs. Bryant refused 
it. Change of mind that led her to 
accept last week resulted partially 
from the fact that the organization 
was up a tree on a Satisfactory suc- 
cessor to Miss Reade. 

‘Inasmuch, also, as I have long 
been sympathetic and familiar with 


' vaudeville people,’ she declared, ‘and 
| have freauently voiced my desire to 


State | 


| Musicians, and the Waiters and Bar- | 


| tenders Union. 

Kelly huddled Friday (29) with 
Florence Bernard, head of the En- 
| tertainment Managers Assn., later 
| announcing that this group, too, had 
pledged its support to the local. 


| 


Bowes Ams, Bands 


| And Pic Players Set 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 


| Even though Eddie Cantor re- 


_AGVA. 


see something done to improve their 
lot, I felt that I would be shirking 
if I refused to take the opportunity 
when it came my way.’ 
No Contract 
Mrs. Brvant has no contract with 
She said that if dissatisfac- 
tion arises on either side, she wants 
to be free to quit, or be fired. She 
indicated that she may resign when 
she feels her job completed, but 


| added, ‘that probably will take five 


! vears.” One of her precepts will be, 
she said, to consider vaude and 
nitery performers as a single unit, 


| 


For WB’s Stanley, Pitt 


| launched stage shows at the WB, 


Stanley over weekend after 


that | 


. 
| house had been playing straight pix | 


| for four months, town knew for sure 
|that flesh was back when manage- 
'ment announced the booking of Ma- 
fifth anniversary revue 
for week beginning Friday (6) 
Stanley’s practically home to the 
tyros, almost 20 of the amateur units 


ihaving played the spot in last three 


years. 
Bowes will be followed by a flock 


'of name bands, including Hal Kemp, 


| 
| 


Show, 
Paul 


| jal, Rollie Asher, Lewis, Haakon, Tamara, 
‘ven, Eddie Primz, Cralie Kisco, Oscar | 


Horace Heidt and Glenn Miller, 
with p.a.’s for Ann Sheridan and 
then John Garfield-Priscilla Lane 
sandwiched in. 

With resumption of flesh, house 


has upped its top again from 50c. to 
60c. 


In New Chez Paree Show 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Joe E. Lewis comes into the Chez ' 
Paree here Oct. 22 to head a new 
which will include Tamara, 
Haakon and the Stapletons. 


‘Abe Lyman orchestra continues and 
holds until Dec. 22. 


On Dec. 22 the new show’ will 
have Romo Vincent, Gertrude ..cisen 
and the Stuart Morgan dancers, plus 


ton, Amos Goddell, Al Herman, Lee a shift in bands, with Henry Busse 


'Murray and Grace Hayes. 


orchestra figured to return. 


| sisting of such vauders 


, Alan 


inasmuch as employment in the two 
fields is so interchangeable. 

Mrs. Bryant resigned from Chorus 
Equity two years ago and had been 
in retirement since. Under her re- 
gime, the chorus group, which had 


| $75 in its treasury when she took it 


over and 500 members, none of 
whom were paid up, grew to 5,000 
members at its peak. It had closed 
shop agreements with every im- 
portant spot employing chorus 
when she stepped out. 

Jean Muir, who has been working 
on a no-pay basis as head of AGVA's 
organizing office, will continue un- 
der Mrs. Bryant's direction. She is 
currently ading several plays for 
Broadway production and may step 
down if a legit job presents itself. 


a 


Disappointed at the daily and 
trade press stories of dissension over 
AGVA in the parent body, Associ- 


ated Actors and Artistes of America, 
and in AGVA rank and file, follow- 
ing the release of Miss Reade, AGVA 
named a press agent at the same 
time it appointed Mrs. Bryant. 
New newspaper contact Lou 
Straus. It was also pointed out very 
carefully that Mrs. Brvant was elect- 
ed by a representative board, con- 
as Jay C. 
Flippen. now pro tem AGVA prez, 
Cross, Henry Dunn, Dewey 
Martell and Maria Naldi. 
4,556 Members 
AGVA, as of Monday (2), counted 
a membership of 4.556. and written 


as 


is 


or verbal contracts with 11 New 
York niteries. New memberships 
are coming in at the rate of about 


100 a day. 

Card holders number 2,280 in New 
York. 1.020 in Los Angeles, 746 in 
San Francisco, 321 in Chicago and 32 

‘Continued on page 37) 
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The 
Miami, Lines Up 
Name Booking 


Milton Douglas will be at the helm 
of the Bamboo Room of the Holly- 
wood Beach hotel in Florida this 
winter, as manager, host and m.c. 
Jack Bertell, of CBS, has a flock of 
talent slated for the room including 
Sheila Barrett, The Hartmans, Hil- 
degarde, Eddie Garr, Cross and 
Dunn and Galli-Galli, all on single 
week engagements, rather than two 
and four-week stays. 

The Hollywood hotel itself is en- 
gaging in a novelty by booking 
weckly concert names into its grand 
ballroom—not the nitery—starting 
with Mischa Elman on Jan. 28. H. V. 
Kaltenborn is set for Feb. 4; Corne- 
lia Otis Skinner, Feb. 11; Jose Iturbi, 
Feb. 18; Lucy Monroe, Feb. 25; Fray 
and Braggiotti, March 3; James Mel- 
ton, March 10, etc. 

This is in association with Colum- 
bia Artists, affiliate of CBS. 


N.T.G.’s Chi Nitery Date 


Chicago, Oct. 3 
N. T. G. and his unit come into 
Colosimo’s here starting Oct. 20. 
Set for minimum of four weeks in 
the Mike Potson nitery. 
Assorted props and equipment of 
N.T.G.’s closed Congress of Beauty 


show at the N. Y. World’s Fair. 


brought $675 in a public auction 


Monday. 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 


WALTER 
DARE 
WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


Benny the Bum Opening, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 3. 

Unsuccessful in his quest for a 
partner with a fresh bankroll, Ben- 
jamin (Benny the Bum) Fogelman 
_will reopen his South Broad street 
| spot himself Thursday (5) with the 
| complete interior refurbished. 
| Joe Frasetto’s orch, which played 
| all winter at Jack Lynch’s Walton 


| Roof was set for Benny’s after being | 


| promised a radio wire. A $500 debt 


{owed to the Musicians Union was! 


| reported settled. 


War Cuts Fischer’s 
Paris Staff; N.Y. Casa, 
Int'l Want His Shows 


Paris, Oct. 3. 
While Henry Lartigue, associate of 
Clifford C. Fischer (who is now in 
Hollywood), is expecting a call to 


the colors any day, Marcel, chauffeur 
and bodyguard for Fischer, has al- 
ready been mobilized. 

Meantime the local office com- 
prises just a telephonist. 


May Shift to N. Y. 
Hollywood, Oct. 3. 


Clifford Fischer, who has_ two 
‘Folies Bergere’ units on tour, has 
had nibbles from both the Casa Ma- 
mana (nee the French Casino) and 
International Casino, in New York. 
Fischer has had shows in both spots 
in the past. (The Casa, so aver the 
N. Y. property owners, is to be razed 
into a two-story taxpayer building, 
since a proposed deal for Earl Car- 
roll and Lee Shubert fell through). 

Fischer’s No. 1 ‘Folies’ opens in 
| Dallas at the State Fair for two and 
|}a half weeks and thence to New 
| Orleans. The No. 2 ‘Folies’ (newer 


| of the two shows) goes into the El} 


‘Capitan here Oct. 29 for a run, fol- 
| lowing its Frisco fair sojourn. Cap- 
,itan is a legit house, not a cinema, 
| and policy will be two shows nightly 
/and three matinees per week. 


| 
A. Marble May Augment 


Cross and Dunn in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 


Cross and Dunn go into the Col- 
ony Club here starting Nov. 3, for 
a six-week stay. 

Also possible that Alice Marble 
will be on the show. The tennis 
;champ opens tommorow (Wednes- 
| day) at Cafe Famaze, L. A., as fea- 
| tured vocalist. 


TO $100 


48 W. 48 Street, 


HARRY SHERMAN 
VAUDEVILLE 


Now Playing More Than 
162 Theatres for Circuits 
and Independents on Reg- 
ular Daily and Semi-Weekly 
Change Policy. 


FROM $65 


* 


ITS 


PER DAY 


New York City 


But Minus an Angel 


Unit Reviews 


Night at Moulin Rouge 


Davenport, Ia., Oct. 2. 

| Presented by Marcus and N. S&S, 
| Barger; produced by Societe des Produc- 
tions Francais, designed by Jean 
| LeSeyeux; music Komaroft;: 
| choreography, Natalie Komarova; opened in 
| Masonic auditorium, Davenport, la., Oct. 


Georges 


Cast: Helen Morgan, Rita Rio's all-girl 
orchestra, Stan Wavanagh, Toby 
| Buster Shaver with Olive & George. Ada 


Leonard, Slate Bres., Harold Boyd & Jig- 
saws, Sharon De Vries, Dorothy Coundy, 
| Zerby & Layton, Rudy Mason & Hinton 
| Sisters, Grisha & Brona, Staples & Cerny, 


Dorothy Bynton Dancers (36) and 24 Man- 
nequins Parisienne. 


‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge,’ A. 
B. Marcus-N. S. Barger presentation 
slated for tour of presentation 
houses, preemed here tonight (Mon- 
day) to good audience response. 
However, preem also showed that 
the unit, headed by Helen Morgan, 
the Slate Bros., Rita Rio’s orch., and 
stripper Ada Leonard, needs consid- 
erable work in the second section 
before it can get by in the de luxe 
houses. 


Despite its Frenchy implications, 
‘Moulin Rouge’ has surprisingly little 


Miss Morgan can still put over a 
song, as she evidences here in a brief 
session. Comedy element is carried 
excellently by Stan Kavanagh, jug- 
gler; the Slate Bros. with their nut 
comedy, and Sharon De Vries. 


Miss Leonard has two dance turns, 
a semi-strip, in which she employs a 
cape, and a novel nude. Buster 
Shaver, with midgets Olive and 
George, plus Miss Rio, whose nifty 
chassis draws the spotlight during 
her band’s swing-out also go over. 
Shaver, with the Lilliputians, en- 
gages in some patter and does a 
dance with Olive that clicks. 

Special songs used during the show 
aren’t likely. to make much headway 
in popular sales. Conway. 


Happened in Hollywood 
(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 


Minneapolis, Sept. 29. 
Eddie Dundstedter orch (25), Bud 
Hiestand, Martha Meers, John Conti, 
Helen Troy; ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ 
(RKO). 


En route from the Coast to Austin, 
Minn., his radio sponsor's (Hormel’s) 
hometown, and playing a few one- 
night stands, Eddie Dundstedter, lo- 
calite and long a favorite theatre 
organist here, brought his ‘It Hap- 
pened in Hollywood’ broadcasting 
unit into the Orpheum for a day 
this week to cash in on his popular- 
ity. 


the Dundstedter name spells box- 
office, as- here, but it comes across 
with an hour of enjoably sweet mu- 
sic that more than satisfied his ad- 
mirers and others who go for that 
kind of melody expertly played. 
Dundstedter, who makes no pre- 
tensions to stage personality, but 
who is tops as a musician in his par- 
ticular field, had 18 local pickup 
musicians to augment his own seven 
men. Under his masterly conduct- 
ing, and with his own skilful efforts 
on the novachord, the Hammond or- 
gan and the piano figuring promin- 
ently in every number, the ears are 


pleasantly regaled. Arrangements 
of well-chosen pops are nifties. 

| Dundstedter tickles the piano dur- 
ing ‘Twelfth Street Rag,’ the orches- 
| tra’s starter. Martha Meers’ deep 
; contralto is heard to advantage while 
| the leader, at the novachord, pro- 
vides accompaniment. 


| .Dundstedter takes turns at the 
| piano, novachord and Hammond 
| during ‘Sunrise Serenade.’ John 
| Conti, dramatic baritone, sells ‘Cin- 

derella, Stay in My Arms’ and ‘Over 
|the Rainbow.’ He and Miss Meers 
|do nicely with a duet, ‘Concert in 
| the Park.’ 


| For the only comedy, Helen Troy 
| offers a line of patter in an imores- 
sion of switchboard patter. It was 
| only mildly funny, however. Dund- 
| stedter scintillated at the Hammond 
| with nifty arrangements of ‘Parade 
of Wooden Soldiers,’ one of the vio- 
| linists joining him for a duet. A 
Jerome Kern medley employed the 
| services of the orchestra and singers 
| for a strong finish. 

| Lower floor nearly filled at early 
‘matinee performance. Rees. 


Legal Shenanigans 


| 

| BaltImore, Oct. 3. 

| Suit was filed here this week by 
Sam Lampe against his former part- 
ners in the 2 O'Clock Club, Julie 
Markoff and Sol Goodman, for an 
accounting and a half share of the 
_nitery’s assets. Lampe’s claim is 
based on an alleged loan of $5,000 
advanced by his partners to open 
the spot three years ago, and secured 
by stock held in escrow until re- 
payment was accomplished. 


He now maintains that the coin 
was repaid and asks for his share 
of tly: stock to be released as per 
agreement. Club reopened last 


week, 


>» | London, 


{nudity and most of its gags are clean. | 


This is no theatre attraction jn | 
any sense of the word, except where | 


Peyton’s Jinx Still 
Dogs Him as Fire 
Destroys Pitt Nitery 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 

Flames completely aestroyed Ed- 
die Peyton’s night club on the Steu- 
benville Pike early Saturday morn- 
ing (30), continuing string of hard 
luck for owner that began three 
years ago when he served a work- 
house term for beating up a patron. 
| Spot cost Peyton $85,000 to build in 
| 1932 and he carried no insurance, 
permitting policies to lapse some 
‘time back. 

Club had been closed _ several 
hours when Peyton and his wife, re- 
turning from a visit with friends, 


discovered the fire in the rear of the 
big two-story stucco building. Pey- 
ton, who lived on the premises, car- 
ried his three-year-old son to safety 
‘and aroused three employees, who 
'were also sleeping there. Firemen 
‘from surrounding communities were 
unable to battle the blaze because of 
lack of water. 


A deal had been practically set 
for local syndicate to lease Peyton's 
for fall and winter, while he went 
to Detroit to fill some nitery en- 
gagements as an entertainer. 


'WEST-McGINTY SET 
GLASGOW DATES 


| 

| Willie West and McGinty, who 
| were to have returned from Eng- 
‘land on the Manhattan Saturday 

(30), went instead to Glasgow, Scot- 

|land, for theatre appearances until | 
‘the London stage show curfew is | 
lifted. They were in the new ‘Crazy’ 
' gang show, due for the Palladium, | 
when war was declared. 
'Other American performers in that 
show have since returned. 

Act, if and when London per- 
formances are permissible, will go 
back into a revised ‘Crazy’ gang 
'show, made up chiefly of English 
performers. 


TOO MUCH TWISTING 


Nitery Op, Fined $200 for Dancer's 
Exhibition, Appeals 


Columbus, O., Oct. 3. 


The county court of appeals will 
| Shortly review the case of Mrs. Es- 
(ther Jacobs, operator of ‘Esther's’ 
‘night club here, who was convicted 
by a criminal court jury in Decem- 
ber of permitting one of her dancers 
;to ‘wilfully and suggestively twist 
torso.” She was fined $200 and | 
costs by former Judge Henry L. 
Scarlett. 


The prosecution charged that 
‘school children were permitted in 
| the night club, but Mrs. Jacobs de- 
nied this. 


R-P-S Separate 
Chicago, Oct. 3 
Turn of Ross, Pierre and Sweeney 
has split up, with Frank Ross and 
| Anite Pierre to continue as a two- 
act. 


Chatterbox, Pitt, Expects 
Curfew to Be Lifted 


Pitts g q 
Bud Sweeney reverts to his former 
ping at state Liquor Contro | single turn. 


Board will relent in its Saturday | 
midnight curfew, William. Penn Ho- | 


tel is going ahead with plans to re- | 
open town’s ace supper dance spot. 

Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


| the Chatterbox, on same basis as last 
; year, with out-of-town bands booked 
| by Music Corp. of America. Up un- 
itil a few days ago, hotel manage- | 
ment had announced that if later | 
| weekend hour for music wasn't per- 
|mitted, it would operate only on a} 
| small scale with local eight-piece | 
| orchs. 
| Obviously working on information | 
'that concession of at least an hour | 
lon Saturdays will be granted, Chat- | 
lterbox is getting under way again | 
| Saturday (7) with Eddy Brandt's | 
Last time Brandt was here, | 
| he was half of a song team at White | 
| Mansion, casino, which folded couple | 
of years ago after police raid. Clyde} 
Lucas was originally pencilled in to 
reopen Chatterbox, but hotel shelved 
that deal. 
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ANN SHERIDAN 
With Earl Oxtord 
7 Mins.; One 
Earle, Wash. 

Sustained ‘oomph’ build-up, fresh- 
ened by her stopover with American 
Legion in Chicago and a day of calls 
on solons on Capitol Hill, makes Miss 
Sheridan’s vaude debut here excel- 
Jent marquee decoration. It isn’t her 
fault she’s bigger at the b.o. than on 
the stage. By nature, she’s a swell 
looking gal who can put over a tune. 
By courtesy of WB studios, she’s 


every college boy’s definition of that | 


jndefinable something. Nature is 
sticking by her, but Warners has fal- 
len down on the job. She needs an 


act. 

House productionist Harry Anger 
is doing the best he can, dolling up 
the house line as stage door john- 
nies with bouquets and bringing her 
on to sock hand through an elaborate 
doorway after ‘that beautiful, glam- 
orous lady of the screen’ introduction 
by Earl Oxford, sent along by the 
Coast. Acknowledging applause, she 
steps right up to the mike and tears 
off ‘Hurray for Spinach’ and ‘Corn 
Pickin’, Low-cut, backless black vel- 
let gown, which sets off her con- 
struction effectively. pleasing throaty 
soprano and easy rhythmic gestures 
combine for another nice hand. 


Oxford joins applause a la m.c. and 
act begins to slip as they go into 
stiff, unfunny question-and-answer 
period, Sheridan disposing of oomph 
with ‘oh, that word again’ and telling 
a ‘hamburger with plenty of onions’ 
yarn. Patter gets in Miss Sheridan’s 
work with Jimmy Cagney in ‘Angels 
With Dirty Faces’ and leads into her 
warbling a medley from Cagney’s 
new picture. ‘Roaring Twenties.’ con- 
sisting of ‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘It Had 
to Be You’ and ‘I’m Wild About 
Harry.’ 

Tunes are well received. but the 
magic oomph atmosphere is blasted 
by the dumb chatter and. despite 
much hand-clapping by Oxford, she 
takes only one solid bow and no 
encore. Impression she is making 
in offstage chores, plus occasional ad 
libs behind the footlights, indicate 
she has potentially sock stage per- 
sonality. but she’s .too uncertain as 
yet to try to improve the act her 
studio gave her—or failed to give 
her. Craig. 


STARR and MAXINE 
Dancing 
10 Mins. 
New Penn, Pittsburgh 


These kids have everything in 
their favor except the proper rou- 
tines. They're young, good-looking, 
talented and energetic, only trouble 
is that everything they do looks the 
same. Of the jitterbugging school, 
with all of its pecking, hip-tremblors 
and other manifestations of the new 
style of hoofing, Starr and Maxine 
never manage to seem like anything 
more than sis-boom-bah terpers even 
when they're doing something else. 

They're nicely costumed as a 
couple of campus cuties and their 
shag stuff, or what has_ replaced 
shag, is in the groove. So much so 
apparently, however, that they can’t 
get out of the self-same groove when 
they aren't supposed to be jitter- 
bugging. It seems to be a case of 
the enthusiasm being too permanent. 

Gal's a looker and boy is a sleek 
young juvenile. When they've come 


EMBASSY BOYS (4) 
10 Mins.; One 
State-Lake, Chicago 


Foursome impresses more as cafe 
strollers than vaude_ entertainers. 
They are a makeshift musical aggre- 
gation playing some pop tunes with- 
out any particular arrangement or 
individuality and sing in the same 
manner, 

They do such songs as ‘Beguine’ 
and ‘Whirling Dervish,’ but they 
don’t add up to anything. At one 
place in the act the bull fiddle player 
comes to the mike to sing ‘Old Man 
River” They wind up with some 
song about ‘Going Back to the Nut- 

ouse.’ 
_All very sad and suitable where 
liquor and the soft lights are more 
Important than the music or the en- 
tertainment. Not a vaudeville act, 
as is, Gold. 


BILL BAIRD 
Magic 

10 Mins.; One 
State-Lake, Chicago 


Youthful looking sleight-of-hand 
worker who will make good on any 
stage or floor show. Practically no 
magic stuff, with the bulk of the 
routine consisting of excellent work 
with pingpong balls* and_ cards. 
Demonstrates lightning ability of 
fingers in handling balls. Does a 
Manipuntion exercise which is an 
applause-getter alone. 

Moves easily and smoothly from 
the exercise routines into sleight-of- 
hand and winds up with a fine 
stream of card prestidigitation. 

Holds interest throughout and is 
consistently entertaining. Distinctly 
playable any place, any time. Gold. 


PARKYAKARKUS (Harry Einstein) 
Comedian 

12 Mins.; One 

State, Hartford 

Vet for several seasons on the 
radio, with Cantor and Jolson, 
Parkyakarxus (Harry Einstein) is 
making his initial stage bow as a 
solo act. 

Comedian has assembled a routine 
of patter that spreads plenty of 
| mirth, Dialectician gets laughs out 
of his mugging, material and deliv- 
cry. Works hard, 

Opens in character as a dumb 
Greek, goes into a routine about him- 
self, his baby, World’s Fair, etc., 
climaxing with parodies on ‘My 
Heart Belongs to Daddy’ and ‘Stair- 
way to the Stars,’ interspersing sev- 
eral good gags for healthy guffaws. 

Eck. 


PAULINE ALPERT 
Pianist 

9 Mins, 

Roxy, New York 

Pauline Alpert, long a sustaining 
pianologer on WOR, New York, is 
unfortunately spotted in a slow show 
at Roxy. Seated at the keyboard 
for nine minutes, she naturally can’t 
pick up the pace and the overall 
result is not flattering either to her- 
self or the show. 

So far as ivory-tickling is con- 
cerned, however, she’s very satis- 
factory. Does three tunes, winding 
up with Raymond Scott’s ‘Toy 
Trumpet,’ and impresses as well as 
possible under the circumstances. 

She might switch from that som- 
bre black gown for better stage ap- 
pearance, Scho. 


LENI LYNN 
Songs 

5 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 

Little Leni Lynn is the Passaic, 
N. J., 13-year-older who was sent to 
Hollywood for an opportunity couple 
of years ago by the townspeople, 
who tossed in their nickels and 
dimes to pay the kid’s expenses. 
So far she’s been saddled to inac- 
tivity at Metro, where she was 
placed under contract some time 
back, talk being that any buildup in 
the Lynn gal might step on Judy 
Garland’s toes. Whether that’s so or 
not, fact remains that the moppet’s 
|}done only a couple of bits in pix, 
last being in ‘Babes in Arms.’ 

Now Eddie Cantor has picked her 
up, and intends to give the tot the 
same radio buildup he passed out to 
Deanna Durbin and Bobby Breen. 
Also expects to use her in his first 
| picture for Metro, the coming ‘40 
Little Mothers.’ 

Young Miss Lynn has a voice that 
deserves an opportunity. It’s still 
not quite true, but it is clear, sub- 
stantial and operatically-geared. On 
the air, she could be a cinch. Pix 
may be another story since she’s 
not particularly a_striking-looking 
youngster. But neither was Miss 
Garland when she started out, but 
look at her now, with studio help. 

What with Linda Ware at Par, 
Durbin and now Gloria Jean at U, 
the Lynn gal may be getting a tough 
break in being cn the same lot with 
Garland, and might have a better 
chance elsewhere. It can hardly be 
that she’s being groomed for Gar- 
land roles, as and when Garland 
graduates to the ingenue_ class— 
which is what U insists it will do for 
Gloria Jean when Durbin steps up— 
since Leni Lynn is also growing fast 
'and may have achieved some de- 
eree of maturity herself by that time. 
| As it is, she looks older than the 
i advertised 13. 


purposes plenty well on the stage. 
In only two numbers, ‘Vienna Woods’ 
and ‘Over the Rainbow,’ which, _in- 
cidentally, Miss Garland introduced 
in ‘Wizard of Oz,’ she displays a 
wide range, an effective modesty and 
some smart salesmanship. Kid has a 
naive personality that’s easy to like 
and if she gets the breaks she ob- 


viously deserves, the odds at the 
moment seem to be all in her favor. 
Cohen. 


PAT DONNELLY (‘Miss America’) | 


Sones 
5 Mins. 
Old Shay Gardens, Pittsburgh 

The 1939 Miss America is a tall. 
curvy Detroit miss who doesn’t need 
to step down to any of her nrede- 
cessors in point of physical attrac- 
tiveness. 
| gown, she has what it takes and 
| looks every inch the titleholder. In 
talent, she’s not exactly an ama- 
teur, either. having warbled briefly 
with a band or two in her home 
town before going on to Atlantic 
Citv. 

Voice. however, still needs de- 
velopment and Miss Donnelly should 
set somebody to teach her how to 
unlax. She’s too stiff and lukewarm 
| on a floor. merely going through her 

paces in desultoryv fashion with little 

or ‘no display of animation. With 
her face and figure, she could get 
by easilv in anv company with only 
the slightest bit more on the per- 
sonality kid stuff. Not that she_can 
‘ever be a hotcha gal. Miss Don- 
nelly’s not the type. But she could 
| give the class-vender equivalent to 
that. Her gestures at the mike are 


all machine-made and there’s none 


At any rate, she’s serving Cantor’s | 


In bathing suit or evening | 


of the spark that makes a performer 
and audience so completely compat- 
ible. Once she has acquired that, 
Miss America should go places on 
her own. 


Pipes aren't at all unattractive, 
there’s even a rather engaging qual- 
ity about them, and for one number, 
she thumps part of her own accom- 
paniment on a bass fiddle for a nice 
novelty touch. Gal has such a head 
start on most canaries with her sleek 
upholstery that it’ll be a shame if 
she doesn’t fortify it additionally 
| with the stuffs that bring the real 
pay dirt. Her main problem at 
present is getting over that stiff- 
ness. Cohen. 


JACK GUILFORD 
Comedy 
12 Mins, 
Cafe Society, N. Y. 


One day Broadway will ‘discover’ 
Jack Guilford and he’ll be on his 
way to the heights for which he 
seems destined. He’s a new sort of 
m.c., more or less hidden away at 
this Greenwich Village nitery, al- 
though Cafe Society has not been a 
secret due to the fact that smart 
showmanship has dragging 
people downtown. It started right 
off the bat with the ‘boogie woogie’ 
idea of swingology and the temp 
has been maintained. 


Guilford himself is basically a 
mime, who does devastating take- 
offs on Vallee, Butterworth (getting 
hot), (the late) Ted Healy. Jessel 
(one of the best), Jimmy Walker, 
Jolson, et al. 

He also paces the show in novel 
style, such as introducing Stuff 
Smith by calling him ‘the best AC 
and DC violinist’ at the mike; a 
‘slow motion’ golf and tennis game; 
a half-man, half-woman bit which, 
while it could be offensive, isn’t and 
proves an original novelty highlight. 

Guilford has an elastic personality 
and a mop of hair for the al fresco 
‘impressions,’ and he knows how to 
spotlight them to ultimate advan- 
tage. He’s a cinch to click. Abel. 


RENEE de JANNETTE 
Songs 
8 Mins., One 
State-Lake, Chicago 
Looker with possibilities for big 
time rating in all fields of show busi- 
ness. Clicks with an audience on 
appearance when she steps on the 
stage and then bangs through with 
a routine of semi-classical and 
classical vocal numbers delivered 
with a quality pair of tonsils. 
Musical comedy should be the gal’s 
field without any difficulty. Vaude- 
ville and nite clubs anywhere could 
play her to advantage. Gold. 


BENNY MEROFF TOPS 
HIGH-BUDGET UNI 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 


One of the biggest unit ventures 
being organized in Chicago at pres- 
ent is one labelled ‘Hellz-a-fire,’ 
which will be headlined by the 
Benny Meroff orchestra. 

Unit, by Al Borde and N. S. Bar- 
ger, will contain six next-to-closing 
acts and five stooges in addition to 
specialty turns. 


Pauloff’s Unit 


Don Pauloff. concert pianist, is pro- 
ducing a unit for pop-priced thea- 
tres which will include him leading 
|a 12-piece band. He claims to have 
| Benny Rubin and Pairicia Ellis set as 
top names for the show. 

Other acts include Yevo and Doro, 
dance team, and a line of 12 girls 
routined by Muriel Asche. 


Names Scarce 


Continued from page 35 


ifrom a happy combination of vaude 
iname and picture. 

This was demonstrated at the Chi- 
cago, when ‘Beau Geste’ played a 
first week to $45,000 and slipped to 
half that figure on the second weck 
with a new name on the siage. 

Both B&K and RKO are trying to 
| work out some means of ascertaining 
| just what pictures will go two weeks, 
no matter what, so that a name act 
'may be obtained for the same pe- 
|riod. This is especially the prob- 
‘lem for B&K., which has developed 
|a policy of name talent and picture 
|combinations for its 4,000-seat Chi- 
| cago. 
| Many names prefer to play only 
one week, which is some assurance 
of strong business, rather than risk 
spreading that business over a two- 
week period, which might result in 
a drop-off of trade in the second 
‘stanza. Name acts commanding top 
money fear that such a second-week 
slump is too injurious to their b.o. 
| reputation. 


e 15 YEARS AGOece 


(From Variety) 


Public reaction to ‘excessively’ 
high legit prices on Broadway re- 
sulted in show attendance tapering 
off. 


One of the smart bits of casting 
was credited to Arthur Hopkins 
when it was revealed he had placed 
11 vets for ‘What Price Glory,’ dra- 
matic smash at the Plymouth, New 
York. 


Following the closing by Brock 
Pemberton of ‘The Mask and the 
Face’ at the Bijou, N.Y., William 
Faversham, featured, entered a sal- 
ary claim against the producers, 
stating his contract guaranteed him 
a certain number of weeks. 


Arrangements made to have Frank 
Tinney start a provincial tour in the 
Arthur Hammerstein production of 
‘Sometime.’ ‘Sometime’ had played 
in New York with Tinney. 


West End bobbies instituting cru- 
sade against London niteries. 


Ethel Levey, heading a jazz band, 
opened at the Alhambra, London, 
but did not go over so well. 


Willie and Eugene Howard re- 
turning to vaudeville at a salary re- 
ported to be $2,500 weekly. It was 


known as the Howard Bros., making 
$400 weekly, quit vaude for a Shu- 
bert production. 


Charles E. Bray quit as general 
manager of the Western Vaudeville 
Managers Association. Was to re- 
main in charge until Marcus Hei- 
man, prez of Orpheum, closely allied 
with WVMA, named a successor, 


Elsie Ferguson stepped out of the 
Princess Alexandra role in Famous 
Players production of ‘The Swan,’ 
being farmed out to Charles Froh- 


nival’ on Broadway. 


Dorothy Bryant 


Continued from page 35 


tered. Organizers haven’t as yet 
| been appointed in other cities. Total 
| paid-up membership of American 
Federation of Actors, AGVA pre- 
|decessor, is figured, at the height of 
|its strength, to have been about 6,- 
| 000. 

| Real story of AGVA’s membership 
| Strength is yet to be told, however. 
All those who have joined so far 
| merely put their signatures to a 
;card. First date for payment of dues 
was Monday (2). When delinquen- 
/ cies are counted up, total number of 
‘members in good standing no doubt 
will see a decline. 

Niteries which have been pacted 
by AGVA are the Paradise, Cafe 
| Society, Bill Bertolotti’s, Leon and 
| Eddie’s, Famous Door, El Chico, 
Queen Mary, Havana-Madrid, Ver- 
sailles and the Rainbow Room and 
Grill. Paradise contract is a take- 
over of the old AFA termer. Agree- 
ments for the Rainbow boites are 
verbal, spots agreeing to observe 
union conditions, issue union con- 
| tracts and employ only AGVA mem- 
bers, but refusing to put ink to a 
line. Musicians have a similar ar- 
rangement with the management. 
|La Conga has signed a contract, but 
the AGVA exec board has not 
proved it, pending minor changes. 

All contracts are cancellable by 
either side with 30 days’ notice. They 
are very similar to the AFA agree- 
ments, with certain strengthening 
clauses, which include liability by 
individual members of a corporation. 
Salary minimums are $35 in class C 
niteries and $40 in A and B. They 
limit shows to 21 a week in some 
cases, 22 in others, provide for sani- 
tary dressing rooms and forbid acts 
working benefits except those ap- 
proved by the Theatre Authority. 


AGVA SETTING DEAL 
FOR CLOSED SHOP 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Local head of the American Guild 
|of Variety Artists, Leo Curley, held 
'a long confab last week with the 
committee representing the Cafe 
| Owners’ Assn. of Chicago.  Pri- 
;marily under discussion were the 
| lesser ‘B’ and ‘C’ niteries. 

Indicated that the committee will 
recommend the 
| closed shop agreement for all of the 
: spots. 


about nine years since the act, then 


man to play in Ferenc Molnar’s ‘Car- 


in Philadelphia, with the rest scat- | 


ap- | 


acceptance of aj} 


Dario, Ramon Pull Dual 
Elopement Prior to Their 
N.Y. Nitery’s Premiere 


Dario and Ramon, dancers and 
‘long friends, staged a dual elope- 
| ment recently to Alexandria, Va. 
Ramon married his dance partner, 


Renita, and Dario married Elma 
| Dawe, 18, of the Todd shipbuilding 
family. Latter romance started in 
| Saratoga, where Dario first met Miss 
| Dawe during the August racing sea- 


son, 

| Tonight (Wed.), the dancers open 
| their own nitery, La Martinique, on 
‘the site of the original La Conga, in 
| New York, but will be there as man- 
_agers rather than performers. Just 
to circumvent discussion, still an- 
‘other dance team, Medrano and 
Donna, premier the new class nitery 
, with Dick Gaspare and Oscar de la 
Rosa’s orchestras. Elvira Rios is the 
singing attraction, and Will Hassan 
and Ailes Gilmour, with a voodoo 
quartet, round it out. 

Later in the season the respective 
dance teams may alternate as attrac- 
tions. Maraschino is to be back at 
the door as maitre d’Hotel. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 16) 


example, blind men playing baseball, 
which furnishes the thought that 
thousands are being blinded in Eu- 
rope; Gold Star mothers laying 
wreaths on the grave of the un- 
known soldier in Arlington (Par), 
and the thought that there has begun 
a vast new mobilization of Gold Star 
mothers. 

The neutrality battle in Washing- 
ton is pictured by Pathe and Univer- 
sal with three senators giving their 
| pros and cons; Mrs. Roosevelt talks 
to women on peace, but Pathe cuts 
her short, and this same reel shows 
(the President autoing his mother 
around Hyde Park on her 85th birth- 
day. Floods in China (Fox), the 
California heat wave (U) and storm 
(Pathe), the American Legion’s Chi- 
|!cago convention (Fox) and parade 
(Metro) are just about the only 
other spot news events. 

Paramount is furnishing a good 
foctball reel, predicting fine seasons 
for Southern California, Notre 
Dame, Rice and Fordham, with 
flashes of these teams’ individual 
stars performing in games last sea- 
ison. In the same vein is Metro’s 
coverage of the game last week be- 
tween North Carolina and Citadel. 

As for the rest it’s very minor in 
the white light of current — 

cho. 


‘Battle Fleets of England’ 

Newest issue of March of Time, 
‘Battle Fleets of England,’ is as 
itimely as today’s headlines. Nar- 
‘ration and smart editing have 
| brought the film right up to date. 
Comment pertaining to the new 
British naval policy of protecting 
aircraft carriers via several cruisers 
| indicates up-to-minute handling. Ex- 
'cellent photographic shots and trim 
| editing, coupled with the obvious ap- 
|peal the subject possesses today, 
|make this one of M. of T.’s best. 
| Much is compressed into 18 mins. 

With the controversy growing in 
'the world’s press regarding relative 
| strength of the naval vessels as com- 
|pared with a modern-day bombing 
| plane, all phases of airplane activity 
as tied in with ship operations hold 
particular significance. Reel does 
not attempt to solve the issue, but 
it hints that the British armada of 
the high seas will be tossing tons of 
‘steel years after the best plane has 
been blasted from the skies. Some 
photographic shots plainly hint that 
this is not an idle boast. 

‘The Battle Flects of England’ 
i\furnishes a rather comprehensive 
closeup of Britain’s mighty armada 
and the vital role it must play in 
the war with Nazis. Besides graph- 
ically presenting different type of 
boats, both by diagram and then in 
actual battle array, the subject gives 
a concise glimwse of the early, care- 
ful training that goes into turning 
out the British tar and the magnifi- 
cent fleet. The issue stresses the im- 
portance of the Home Fleet, Medi- 
terranean Flicet and China Squad- 
ron in keeping the sea-lanes open 
for foodstuffs bound for the British 
| Isles. 
| After the survey of the current 
‘fleet, the M. of T. camera and narra- 
tor depicts how Great Britain ex- 
pects to have a new ship launched 
each week for the next 12 months, 
,each being more powerful than any 
‘presently afloat. Another angle 
stressed is the campaign against 
,/German subs and how the British 
|admiralty is not announcing any 
, given submarine sunk or where it 
|; went down: tipoff to Germany that 
| would enable earlier replacement in 
'territory where lost. Record of 
U-boat destruction hence is being 
| kent in secret admiralty archives. 

Editors wisely have incorporated 
enough army and military. back- 
eround materiol to more forcibly tell 
the story of the British navy and 
its operations. Wear. 
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up with a bit more variety in their 
foot-work, just to stagger the pace 
Starr and Mavyinge hould go place 
As it i they have only one numbe! 
vith modest variation Cohen 
a 
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Numerals 


THIS WEE 


in connection wit 


NEXT WEEK (October 6) 


K ( 


h bills below 


show, whether full or split week 


September 29) 


indicate Opening day of 


Medrane DPouna 
| Elvira Bios 
Larue 

Eddie Dayis Or 
Joseph Smith Ure 

Le Coq Rouse 
Nichi Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ory 
Tisdale 3 
Ann Francine 


Le Kuban Bleu 


Houston 
Geo Lloyd 
Vicente Gomez 
Sally Evans 


Loew 


NEW YORK CiTry 
Sinte (3) 

5 Juggling Jewels 

Jackie Heller 

Morton & Dennison 


Jack Durant 
Del Courtne, Ore 
WASHINGTON 
(6) 


Phil Spitalny Ore 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (4) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Ink Spots 
Newtons 
Ann & Small 
BUFFALO 
Great Lakes 
(9 only) 
Eddie Cantor Co 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (6) 
Arnaut Bros 
Carrel & Howe j 
Hili Gls 
Chi Sextette 
State Lake (6) 
Chester Morris 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum 
Chester Morris 


(29) 


| Samn \ 


Star-Lane Rey 


RKO 


Pearl 
Alfreg 
Nick Nickols 


Jack De Merchant 
Jdmes & Berg 


Corps 


Erno Ranee 


3 Arnolds 


Gus 


Chester 
F& J Hubert 
Jean Tanner 
Chester Hale Gls 


West 
Sybil 


John 
Sue Ryan 


CITY 


NEW YORK 
(5) 


Musie Hall 
Roy Smeck 
Robins 

Latell 


Louise Rornaca 


Rockettes 
de Ballet 
Symph 
BOSTON 
Keith (6-8) 


Helen Honan 
Mann Dupree & L 
(One to fill) 

Van 
CHICAGO 
Palace (6) 
Hale Gls 


Neila Goodelle 
Don ice 
(29) 


Monroe Bros 
& Page 
Bowan 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (6) 
Nelson Co 
4 Franks 
Douglas & 
Boles 


Priscilla 


(29) 

Gene Krupa Ore 
4 Collegians 
Lynn Royce & V 
Don Rice 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (6) 
Monrvue & Grant 
Sara Ann MeCabe 
West & Page 
Cookie Rowers 
Lottie Maver Co 


29> 
Pansy, the Horse | 
4 Franks | 
King Sis | 
Frank Caby 
Jobn Boles 


Maxellos 


Palace (6-%) 


Eddie Cantor Co 


Minnevitch Co 
| Sue Ryan 
Gracela Co 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (6) 


Ted Weems Ore 
Ann Sheridan 
R&B Ambrose 


& T 
(29) 
Artie Shaw Ore 
4 Reillys 
Dick, Don & Dp 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (6) 
Ted FioRita Ore 
Dick, Don & D 
Marty May 
(29) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 
PITTSRt RGH 
Stanley (6) 
Major Bow 3 Co 
(29) 

Eddie Cantor Ce 


Cass-¢ wen 


| Bills 


NEW yorK CITy 


Gracella Co | 


CALUMRBUS 


| Andree Rivera 


| Stuff 


DAYTON 

Shubert (6) | 
Buddy Fisher Ore | 
Mike Reilly On | 
Joe Rio 
Chas & Billy Lane 
Novak Sis 

(29) 

Nelson (Co 
Lois Harper 
Rrown & Ames | 


Mr Guffy | 
| 


Mad Rus ian 
Leni Lynn 
Fairchild & 
Joyce Hunter 
Stuart Morgan Co 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (8) 
Virginians 
Galli-Galli 
Goodrich & Nelson 


Stanion & Curiis 
Gae Foste; Gis 
Anolyn Arden 


(29) 
Billy Blake 
Jack Gwynne 
Gae F ster Gls 
A Robins 
Duval, Merle & D 
Ann Sheridan 


World 


’s Fair 


NEW YORK CITY 
Aquacade 
Eleanor Holm 


Johnny Weis: muiler 
Bverett Marshall 
Walter Dare ahl 


Kderle 
Williams 
Moerchall Warne 
Nrveser 


Certrude 


Mine 


Davenham Pipers 


Tre 


Old New York 
Marion Eddy 


Orc | 


Ann Penningtoa 
Amy BRevere 
Marion: Weeks 
Tommy Priveit 
Harry Spear 
Fred Ard tth 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack How ard 
} Sam Kramer 
Jack Goidie 
| Harry Pollara 
| Hans Sch eng 
Chester Hala Gls 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 
Turkish Pavilion 
| Sammy Kramar Ore 
ki 


Ss Hakk 


Prinee 
Christina Stefanova 


Independent 


NEW YORK 
(6) 


‘Sle Tappg 

Irvians 
(one to 

Paul Ash 
Audubon (35) 

Rosalind Gordon 
Elyins 

Andr Sis 

Milt Britton Ore 
Windsor (5) 

Sister Tharpe 

3 Chocolateers 

Cab Calloway 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (5) 

Shavo Sherman 

Chas Career 

Pinkee Lee Co 
fry Clinton Ore 


BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (6) 
Motter & Davis 
Randall Sis 
Eddie White 


fill) 


CITy | Debonairg 


| State (8-11) 
Kajar 


Al Verdi Co 
Hé€&H Windsor R 
5-7) 

2 Harmoniacg 
Trent Patterson 
Starlet Rey 
BETHESD, 


Bethesda (7 only) 
Kajar 

Al Verdi Co 

Billy Barty C9 


ELIZABETH 

Liberty (6-8) 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Patterson 3 
Young & Singer 
Oscar Davis 3 
Jitterbug Rey 

FALL RI ER 


Empire (10-12) 
Lew Parker (po 
(3 to fillp 


Carroll | 


| 


j 


Jean 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (4-6) 
Kamis Duo 
Robby Carbone Co 
Terry Snyder 3 
fernie & 
Dance 
HARTFORD 
State (1-9) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
“ane Rros 
Gloria Rien 
3 Swifts 
Carlton (5) 
Spencer & Forman 
Rab Dupont 
‘ASS Daley 
Kaye Ore 
MILWAL KER 
Riverside (29) 
AWrence Welk On 


Jerry Burke 

Jayne Walton 

Bob Pace 

Walter Rloom 

Hivde 

Svlvia Clemence 


‘ & 
Mildrea Bailey 


Walter «© Ross 
Leon & Kddie's 


‘amona Ore 
Martin 


MINNEAPOI Is 

Minnesota (29) 
Coleman Clark 
Senator Murphy | 
Golden Pair 
Dennet & Dae 


Ore 


Chas & Rarb ira 


Jack Malerich Godow's Conga Ba 
Jack Hitliara La Pinve Ty 
Joe Griffin | 
Patricia Wynn Co Miami Boom 
PATERSON Jerry Livingsion oO 
Majestic (10-82) | Duke Daly Ore 
Consuelo & Bob | Don DeVods Ore 


Lewis Sis 
(One to 
Eddie Stanley Cy 
Vogues of 1939 
(6-9) 
Harlem Hi De Ho 
PHILADE 
Carman (6) 
Gwynne 
Ross & 
Cappy 


Graziella arraga 
| Paradise 
| Emery 
| Jack Waldron 
| Janis Andre 
Gi B Mason 
Vera Ellen 
Iinddy B Brunel, 
Vicki Allen 
Marry MekKinley 


LaPierre 
Barra 


Fay's (5) Les Ghezzis Co 
Derothy Henry | Place Blegante 
Dare Ernest Franz 
Al Trenton 7 Arthur Tubert 
TT Ame | Vincent Ive Costa 

Amnes 


Farrell 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 


Bill 


Grandma Perking 
6 Lonergan Gis 


| Consnelo llowerton 
Jean Walters 

| Lillian Wayne 

| Nina Allen 

Maria Forbes 


Barney Gallant's 
Carter & Lowie 
Mitzi O'Neil] 

Bill Bertolotti's 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Ba 
Celia } eCoy 
Jean Ellington 
Patricia 
Lynn & Marianne 
Billy Cascade 
Linda March 
McNaughton 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Billy Lorraine 
Charles Strickland 
Harrison 


| Jim Bishop | 


Cafe Savini 


Kay Dare 


Melvin Pahl 

Cafe Society 
Smith Ore 
Guilford 
Khythin 3 
Eldridge 
Chateau Moderne 


Jack 
Roy al 


} Paul Bass Ore 


Angela Velez 

Gabriel 

Geo Rixon 

Andy Pendleton 
Club 18 


Jack White 
Pat H irrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Gave Dixon 
I’'rankie Hyvers 
Leila Gay nes 
Reale Boys 
Vinee Curran 
Geo Clifford 
G Andrews Ure 
Club Gaucho 
Juan Makula Ore 
Maria jerta 
Vaulita Rioja 
Nedra Madera 
Louis Rijou 
Cotton Club 


Don Redman re 
Oreila 


Princess 

| Kaloah 
Dandridge Sis 
Katherine Perry 
Rose Brown 

| Barrington Guy 


/ Son & Sonny 
Rubbernec) Holines 

| Bill Robinson 

| Cuban Casino 

| Pedro Via Ore 
Consuela Moreno 

| Don Casanova 

| Diaz & Olores 

|} Tony & Estrella 
Mlamengo 

Diamona Horseshoe 


| Noble Sissle Ore | 
Don Mey ine Orc | 
| F'ritzi Scherg 

Buddy Doyle 

Margot rander | 

Frank Libuse 


| Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Man Tr 
Lucille Johnsen 
Francis 
| Lulu Bates 
Willie So} ir 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
| Soledad Miralles 
| Dorita & Valero 
| La Gitanilla 
Famous Door 
| Teddy Powell Ore 
Frances Five 
Ruth Gaylora 
Jimmy Blair 
Havana- Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
| Jnuanito 
Rosita Rios 
Ralph Torres 
Fl Caney 6 
Rosita Ortega 
Cesar Tapia 
Hickory House 
| Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Joe Sudy Ore 
Romo Vincent 


Sanabria I 


Queens Terrace 
(Woodside, 


Oscar de la Pasa re) 


Deutsch Ore | 


VARIETY 


Monchito Ore 


| 


| Jeanne Burns 


Joe Narculii 

Gertrude Tobin 

Bob Billings 
Broadmont 


| Marivnn & alichae] 
| Rainbow Koom | 


Al Donahue Ore 
Paula Welly 


Jack Cole Co Lydia Harris 
| Revuergs Ray Conlin 
| Anna Austin j Phil «& P Tucker 


Luckie 
Sinclair & Arlen 


| Florence Lessing 
Eddie Le ron Ore 


Arn Gerard 


Betiy Camden lierb Rudolphs Ore 
| Judith Tuvim | Cave o’ Wintds 
| Jotn Prank 
Adolph Gree 
| Green Jack Reynolds 
| Dr Sydney Ross Ludi Lind 
Joseph Reno 
Russian Kretchma | by, rence O'Day 


Celebrity 
Blondie They 
l’rincess Red Rock 
Dianne 


Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Sergei Kara\aett 
Michel Michon 


Mischa | sdonoyv 
1 Mi “cha Novey | Chez Paree 
Volodia Katov Ore | Harry tie himan 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Rose Blane 
Harris & Shore 
ob Williams 
Koyal Divlwinds 
Ruth Dave 
Evans Gls 
Chinatown Bowery 
tena Leonard 
Clare Jofre 
Mary Bowers 
Pearl Sanders 
Club At 
Jack Stanley 
Mildred Miller 
Carmela 
laine Bud 
Ralph Lyndens 
Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 
Sadie 
Rio& Rita 
Ree Haven 
Bernie Adler 
Allen Cole 
Pautlette 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Roth Ore 
Clnb Minuet 
Shirley Chandler 
Olga Anton 
Mareelie Gardner 
Willa Runyon 


| Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 

Bobby Day Ore 

Nerhery Mietas 

Slim ‘Tanner 

Bu Randolph 

Felicia Shaw 


Martha Wrenshall 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
The Hedges 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 
Tony's 
Tony Soma 
Spivys 
Jack Blana 
Francis Schulman 
Versuilles 
M Bergere Ore 
Sophie Tucker 
Panchito Ure 
Village Barn 
Toward Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Mreda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolen 
lou Valero 


Or 


Retty Hill 


Gracie Barrig 

Mona | 

Skyliners 

Muriel | 
Hotel Bilimore 


Horace Heidt Ore - 
Frankie Carle 

Bob Knight | 
Lysbeth Hurhes | 


ROXY, 


MORTON 


NEW YORK Art 
PAULINE ALPERT 
JAMES EVANS 
STATE, NEW YORK 
and DENNISON 


VIA 


Phyllis Noble 
Mischergy Ore 

Del Evtes 

Clud Spanish 

Dick Hughes 
Colony Club 

De Marcos 

Fernando Canay Or 


4arry Cotton Lew Fidler Ore 
MARK LEDDY Colosimos 
Wilie Shore 

Henry Russell | toth « rdun 
Red Ferrington | Ada Lenara 
4 Heidt-Lighis Snub Mosiey Ore Walter Don; nd Jan Pring 

Hotel Edison Brown Ore Lilly Marae Modiea & LeManx 
Little Jack Little Oo Ann Howard Vi y Mildred Jordan 
Hotel Essex House | Charlie Hoy ard “se Vanguard June Carson 
Thelma Nevins Gerald Clark Ore Del Ohrel 
Frankie Masters Betts Benaon Calypso Recorde: Ken & Syd Page 
Marian Frances Santos & KElyira ‘ Krank Quatrell Ore 
jos | Radio Chub ‘ Anderson Pronaph Gis 
suss Dorothy hitney Pill Matons Club Detisa 
Fred Whitn: y Gibnour Dorise Bradley 
tay Kinney Ore | Fred Bishop | Whirling Top Jean Brady 
Me, mo Hoit Ethel Gilbert | Geo Morr Petey Chippie Hill 

Hote] Lincoln Joe Gallagher ~ Dick Montgomery 
Jan Savitt Ore Rainbow Grill & Dick & Prince 


Hotel Me Mpin | 
J Messner Ore | 
Jeanne Arcy } 


Barry Winton Ore 


Hotel Ney Yorker 
(lee Terrace) 

Shep Fields Ore 

Claire Nunn 

Nate Walley 

Edith 


Biltmore Bowl 
| Chuck Foster Ore 
| Jirmmy Castile 
Ashburns 

Vernon [Rix Kard 


Dustman Biltmorettes 

Vera Hruba Prosper & Meret 
Donrias Duffy 32 D's 

May Jude Dorothy 
Du Reine Farley 


Cafe Caliente 
Diana Castillo 
Pepe Suarez Ore 
Panchita 
Don Mannel 
Lotita Vasquez 
Kirby & de Giage 
Lupe & l.allo 


Ronny Reberts | 
(Manhattan Room) | 
Pete Kent Ore 

Ross MacLean 
Kathryn Tate 

Lee Miles 

Gwen Gary | 
Hotel Park Central | 
(Cocoanut Crrove) 
Nat Brusilofft Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
FEimile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 


Cafe La Maze 
Alice Marble 
Hal Chancellor Or 
Club 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 
Cocoanut Grove 


Marissa, Flores ‘aul Draper 
Idlers pr 
Urrin Tucker Ore 
Inez Harvot ul 
Hotel St. Rewig 
(Iridium Room) xen Stevens 


I 
3 Lovely Sis 


Chas Baum Ore Nonchatants 


Dorothy Lewis Ed Angulardo Ore 
R& J Heasley Nirska 
Marie de Forest Lamberti 
Harriette Haddon Johnny Woods 
Berniece Stewart Hous Hot Shots 
Lucille Ya Marr Moore 
Thekla Horn Susan Miller 
Norah Gale | Borvi Wally 
(Hawaiian Maison- Craig 
ette) Igor & Tanva 
Elmer T.ce Ore Archie Bleve, Ore 


Clara Inter Florentine Garden 


_ Hotel Roosevelt Hudson & Claire 
Guy Lombay lo Ore 
Annabel Tea 
Hotel Tatt Bill Roberts Ore 
Enoch Light Ore R&wN ‘Laynton 
Peggy Mann Grace Huyes Lodge 


George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldort- 
storia 
(Empire Koom) 
Benny 
taionel 


Robert Pinkug 
Grace Hayeg 
Lind Haves 
Joe Frisce 
Charlie Foy 
Cochran 
Paradise 


Nick 
Goodman Or Hawaiiag 
Hampton 


“+ Mahe! Nealoha 
Kealoha 
Louise Tobin “am Koki Ore 


Indigo Cate 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Irost 
Mary Lou 
Helen Easton 


Fletcher Henderson 
Toots 
International Casino 
Honey Fam 

Ranny W eeks Ore 
Paul Remos 


Antonio DeVera Or 

Lionel Rand Ore 

Ginger Harmon Ambassador Hotel 
Ames & Arno (Pump Koom) 
Dolly Arden H Moc Ore 

Parsons-A “uccCreery r 

= Sweet Don & Audrey LeM 


Kit Kat Club 


Connie Me Lean Ore 
‘harioteers 


(The But tery) 


Lorenzo Roberson Bali Bali 
Velma_ Middleton Bernie Green 
Cooper Marlene 
‘ Coed Gis 
Ea Conga Pat Whelan 


Harris Ore 
Bar 
Alexander 
June Price 
Bismare Hotel 
(Walnu Room) 
Hadiey (Gls 


Carlos Molina Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Velero Sis 
Celina & Papo 
Teresita Osta 

La Martinique 
Dick Gavparre Ore 


Masie 


| 


LOS ANGELES 


6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Wille 

Charles Isom 

Gy 

Red Saunderg Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 


La Conga 
Paul Featherstone 


Carlos Fernandez oO 
| L&duardo Chavez Or Johnny Banga Ore 
liltle Club (Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 


Walter Dyson 

Benoit 

Jane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

Grace Palner 
Mareus Daly 

Kay Kaley Ore 
The Mandalay 


(Pompeiian Rm) 
Irving Margraii 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Will Osborne Ove 
Dick Rogers 


Hayes & G Herbert 
Tommy Blake Ore Bernice Stone 
Palomar Jackie Burrows 
The Nighthaw ha 
Shing ton Harriet Smith Gls 
4 e a Al 
Charlie Barnet Ore Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Paris Inn 
Johnny Honnert 
Darlene Garner Hal Munroe Ore 
Deiro Carroll & Gorman 
Tavo & Adelina 
Dominic Franke’s Casino 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez Ray Conklin, Jr 
Ken Henr) son Grace Costello 
Erie Massey Margie Marcel 
Henry Monet Grady 2 
Helen Miller eth Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore Jcan Talbot 
‘ Dick Conrad 
M Bob Tinsley Ore 
ar 
a Gay 90's 
Diek Bucktes 


Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shay 

Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 

Al MeIntyre 

E Bush Quartette 


Ginger Woods 
Sandy Creighton 
Bob Danders dr Or 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Ore 


Slapsy Mavie’s 
Carl Bock 
Maxie Rosenbloom Nonnie Vorrison 
Sid Tomack «& RB Woods La Rusk 
Jerrie Kruger Lorraine Voces 
Jerry Brandow iT 
Moore & Lewig Grand Terrace 
j Tommy Reilly Ore | Ella Fitzgerald 
Somerset House Norton 
Beaches ombers 


Orc | 


CHICAGO 


LeMaire Rituinba oO} 


Noel Nej 
el Neil Harry’s New York 


| ( 
Honore 


L.iia 
Mideline Ball 


Anita Jacobi 
Dianne Shaw 
| Rasy Saver 
| Hoorg Burns 
Rox he | Wood 


Vasior Allen 


Torey 
IV pay 


Ciharline Raker Rosella 
| Vliver Bitbs Poolly Sterling 
Aigt |} Sol Lake Ore 
M trick | Tripolj 
Kusebia Cons inldi Se So Club 


Clit€ Real 
Ginger McDonald 


Spyros Stainos 
Quixote Ore 


Kennio Bolognini Or | Jean ang 
| lislen Hart 
Club | Mveiyn Forgue 
Jas Kson | Thelma Rankin 
ay OVshe 
Patt Nagar | (Continental Room) 
Hotel La Satle | Diltmore Ore 
Rin: | Joan Brandon 
(Blue Prone Room) l.oulse Martell 


| 


| 


Hearth Ore 
Dorothy Convers 


Liberty Inn 


Olivetre Dimitri 
Suzie ‘q 


| 
Traey | 


Hal arbour 
Dolores Green Pope 
Pinky Vivian Stewart 
Fawerence Red Wilson Ore 
O'Neil Thompson's 1¢ Club 
Earl Wiley Ore Kay Kevnolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Limehouse Yvon Nova 
Bob Tank Ore lane Lavonne 
hiithe Corrie Gray 
Ottis Buhie Marsh ¢ urdy 
Metis Three Deuces 
hea Spence, | Dodds 
Al Jolingan i (Carley Meitride 
MeGraws Darnell “Howard 
Mreddie Reed 
Ned Santrey ; 
Lonnie Johrson 
Jack Stillman | Tower Inn 
Chuck wa | Sain Hans 
"hit Clinard | Inez Conan 
Jack Tilson Mary Grant 
McLaughlin's rit’ Decca 


La Pierre! 


| Nvra 


Manfred 


| Ola 


Leonard 2 

Lou Revnoldg 

Stan Riitort Ore 

Millstones | 

Flo Rev Anchorage 

vu Les Garcons 

dean Sargent 

Johnny Graff Ore 

Adelen Allen 

Shalita & Carlton 

Bennea Dicco 
Cadillac Tavern 


Sheron 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 

House) 


Gottheit 


June Sst ¢ | 
Nameless | Dot Landy 
George Barnes Ore | Nddie Thomas 
Ruth Ray Val Mar Trio 
Kiddie Leon Barr Sis 
Lauretia De Boer Kippy Velez 
Nappo Gardens Mary Clark 
Sally Hyde Billy Haves Ore 
Estetia Rikow Lindley Sig 
AIM Sullivan Lillian Chapman 
Jeanne Moore Cafe Moroney 
Ed Sellines Ore | Hal Pfaff Ore 
Eline Johoson | Tessie Nelson 
trindve Hard 
Heniy stelano (Malaga, 
Pat Procelli 
Nikki Nikolas 
Rocky Elsworth | Botty Williams 
Cox | Frankie 
Caneite & Watt Temple Ore 


Slattury 
Club Moerocee 


Millicent DeWirt 


hKilwin Anderson | Agnes Willis 
Bob Wrayvs Or: | Charlie Gaing Ore 
Mary Camp Club 15 

Old Heidetherg | ,, nee Villon 


Daniels & 
Jean Cavaz 


Heidelberg Co Day 
t 


| 
Reaowl Kantrow | Kvelyn R adley 
| Franz Friis | Mae Sigs 
Sally Sharrat | Mary Never 
Swiss Hin Fillies | Jack Spangler 
Herbie ¢ re 


| 


| Sid 


Shirley Ray Steve Cole 

Carlson Fran ¢ aswell 

hing Pen Fay Orc 

| Les Des, amps Ore College Ine 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Minor & Root Crescent Log Cabin 
Morton Downey (Gloucester Hghts, 
Peter Higgins N. J.) 
Certrode Simmons 
Abbott Dancers | Crosetti Sis 
Phil Dooley Orc | Mari'yn Mayne 
| Betsy Rain 
Sherman Hotel Warren & Durkin 
(Celtic Cate) Joe Kraft Ore 
Gene Kerwin Ore Polly Vaughn 
Jaros Sis June Eldridge 
. (Dome) | Dutkin’sRathskeller 
Nicki & Vieks Peppers 
Empire | Keller 2 
Jerry Glidden Mildred Gilson 
(Panther Koom) Patty Cranford 
} Rita Roberts 
Henry Jam Ore 
Connie Haines Irving Braslow Orc 
Lola Claire 
Frank Payne } Ds 
Wharton Six | Darlene Jones 
Hoggie W Cogies | Embassy 
Carl Marx Luba Malina 
Rose Bow! Hal Hute hinson 
Dan Sorin 


Marcy Rinzlana Ralph Cook 

Lou Sailee Ore Marve Kelly 
Sport Circle Galente & Leonarda 
Swennee inn Kay Norre 

King Cole 3 Nixon 


Ruth 


Topsy’s * Talents 

Karataka 

Ted Lewis @ Co Hoveler Gls 
Trocadero Nino Renaldo Ore 


Emil Coleman Orc 


Hickory Ton 


Victor Hugo Modernists Ore 
Jerry Lester Joan & 
Tommy Wonder Tom Garvey 
Skinnay Ennis Ore Hi Hat 


Lois Kay 
N & V Collins 
Andrea Atidre 


Granoft Queens 


Ethel Todd Allen Rowers 
Red Fields Jimmy Cassidy 
Blackhawk Sid Lang Ore 
Johnny Davis Ore Ivanhoe 
Bon Pedro Ore Kit Kat 4 


Billy Owen 

Orin & Betty Lou 

Talia 

June Clory 

Betty Van 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 

Aristocrats Ore 

Dale Evans Walker 
Brevoort Hotel Sandra Ty rd 
(Crystal Reom) 4 


Kay Marcy 
Annette Kennedy Jean Cook 


Al Trace Ore 

Holly Swanson 

Helen Sumner 

Nay Becker 
Koo Koo 

Billy Kent 

Gale Decoda 


| 


Clab Parrakeet 
Warren Durkin 
Babs Seott 
Mildred 


Paddock Club 
Sehapps 


Colleen Benson 


Palmer House 

(Empire Kooum) 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Cardini 


Casimiera Sis 
rraneis Deva 
Thomas 
Inn Ora 


Bernard & Henrie la Huds 
nn udson 
| 

| 


reo Clifford 


George 


Del Prado ¢ re 


Al Ro} msons Ore Barry 
é Mille 
Roxy Aida Alvarez 
Rob Jaffe Edith Pillsner 
‘Nn Powers louise Hagen 
. Sidney Day 
Sithoueite Club Cunningham 
Eddie Danderg Curt Weiler Ore 
Forbes ina Blair 
Joan Baviny Virginia Renault 
June Benitey Ka Keeny 
Jane Conway Stephanie Snvder 
Loui Powell Dorothy Murphy 
Joan Gordon Mary Williams 
Joey Conrad Or } Trudy Martin 
Silver Bar | Kkedro Blanco Ore 
Lennie Pay linson Evergreen Casino 
Harry Linden Beth Challis 
Dewey Harris Joan Hope 
Ponna Fave Sucks ‘handler 
Virginia Whittie, & Tean 
Betis Zeal Modernetteg 


doe Gra nt 
Ginger Greene 


Pat Shevlin Ore 


1523 Locust 

Cloud Fth ‘tind Terry 
Frances Kay Bubbles Shelby 
Phil & Mhilburt Linda Ray 


rnice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merril] 


| 
Silver Frolics 4 
| Kings of Swing Or 


Harry Ha rris 


Roma Noble Gay 90's 
Bernice Todd Cornell Cooper 
Leg Dovle Hiliy irons 
Fay Wallace James Johnson 
Art Freeman Chaudy Lee 

606 Club Bopper Welsh 
Billy Carr 

ak 

Madelon MacKenzie Chie Williams Ore 


Connie Fanslay 


Marvia Gruber's Hot 


Andre @& De'rhin Mel Mason 

Marne Gavin White 

Sally O'Day Nadine Walz 

Zonia Monya Alba 


PHILADELPHIA 


939 


Wednesday, October 4, ] 


Variety Bills 


© Let Gty 
Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 
Town Club 
May de 
Margie Dale 
Frankie 


hay 
& Wiitis 
hob White 
Joe Nitti Ore 
213 Cha 

Naney Dumont 
liert Me 
Margie Kinkaid 
Marvin Prizmeut 
Edna Ritter 
Billie Wren 

Villa Moderne 
Parker Fredricke 
Carlos Molinas Org 
Tony Cabor Ore 
Lucia Garcia 

Vine Gardens 
Alice Adele Cave 
Angelo Lippech 
Richard 
Kish Ory 


Hans} Christi 
Whitehersa Ina 
Loose Screws 
Billy Aleen 
Mary Roach 
Rosiland Melone 
Yar 
Doriss Wittien 


Ors 


Janina 
Claudia Coralli 
Ye Cellac 
Chet Robles Ore 
Dan Daniels 
Kuss Bishop 
Lillian Lee 
Martha Tait 
Whittier 


Gruber Hor Brau @ 
Cy White 

Harris Tavera 
Alabama Corinne 
tobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hildebrana’s 
Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Pete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 
be Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 


Bobby Tee 
Hildebrand 3 
Hotel Adelphia ‘ 
(Hawaiian Roof) 


Aloha 

Hob Panole 

Al Vierra 

Lei Nani 

Leina Ala 

Joe y erra 

Al Vierra 

Chas Ahin j 


Jack Lynch's 
cu Waltoa Root) 
Block & Sully 
Vincent Ove 
jarney Zeeman 
Miss T'rixjie 
Glamour Gis (12) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamar: 
Ethel Shutta 
Grace Nikke 
Bob Roltney 
Jimmy Blake 
Neil Fentaineg Ors 
Helen Heath 

Jack's Grille 
Ruth Webb 
Johnny Cahill 
DuBour Renee 
Pegey Kames 
Josephine 
Jeanetiea Idler 
Paul Kane 
Geo Altmiller Ove 

Latimer Club 
Nancy 
Jeri Foster 
Barbara Bradley 
Grace Devine 
Lynwood turnes 
Joseph Hayes Ore 
Lexington Casine 
Bob White 
Frankie Richardgoa 
ary 
Marie 
Artie Nelson 


Navis 


Ginger J, nn 
Mike Jailres 
3 Tornedos 
Lexington 2 


Rube. Johnny & & 
Doe Dougheriy Ora 
Harry Rose 

Lido Venice 


Lek 

Martin 

Johnny Leary 

Jamboree Ore 

Ruth Martin 

Little Rathskellee 

Tell Sis 

Dorothy Henry 

Allen Gale 

Dudley HBrog 

Elaine Jordan 

Ben Tracy 

Jackson 

Chas Joy 

Victor Hugo Ore 

Midgie Fellows 
Manoa Inna 

Sam Crawford 

Judy Lane 

Karl Lester Ore 

Wade & W ade 

Emma Stouch 

Karl Ca rroll 

Edyth Callade 

Frank Cunio 

3 Wh'ling Dervishes 


Rogers & 
Billy 
Peggy 


Reeves 


New Leader Cate 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Harry McKay 


Lona Barclay 
Betsy Bain 
Open Door 
Marta Ray 
Dorothy Shea 
Jack Griffin 
Pops & le Roy 
im Rossi 
Marie Fitzpatrict 
Niel & Delinarc 
Paul Lyneh 
Peacock Gurdeus 
Sylvan Herman OQ 
Ann Reed 
Palumbo's 


Eddie White 
La hkonnes 
Reese Sis 
Herb Reynolds Ore 
Jack Delinar 
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| Eddie Vargo Orn | 
q 
} 
| 
e Ene} 
| | | 
| | 
| | ! | 
| 
| Ray Steibe, Or | | 
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Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


VARIETY 


$9 


Jerry Delmar 
Nelson 
Purple Derby 
Billy Fitzgerald 
Billy Burns 
Jimmy Evans 
Ann White 
Pen Anton Ore 
Ann Laurel 
Gene La Mar 
Margie, Betty & H 
Biily Fitzgerald 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafiord, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 


Al Streit Ore 
Wayne Barrie 
Irma I.vnne 
Kitty Smith 
Frank Dumont 
Frank Caney 
Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Al Kilbride 
Jack Ross 
Buddy Nugent 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Anastean Haines 
Bill Simpson 
Chas Beal 
Stamp's Cafe 
Bobby Evans 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Grace O'Hara 
4 Golden Gate Gls 
Aimee Organ 
Jack & Johnny 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
4 Yankee D'dle Gls 
Jane Patterson 
Musie Hall Gls 
Tudell & Jean 


Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 
Venice Grille 
Mario & Marie 
Tanya Garth 
Doris Shields 
Jean Van 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Joe Reilly 
Scott Hancock 
Viking Cafe 
Wanda Warren 
Cosmo & Anita 
Murray Parker 
Marty Burke Ore 
Ruby Shields 
Malk & Polk 
Wagon Wheel 
Joe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 
Warwick Hotel 
Ray Benson Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Clark & Eaton 
4 Robeys 
Craig Campbell 
Pattie Cranford 
Bob Flinch 
Clayton & Phillips 
Svd Golden 
Elsie Hart 
Terese Rudolphe 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
- Wilson’s 
Joe Hough, MC 
& Guardsmen 
Marion 
Palmer & Forresta 
Lloyd Mann 
Marionettes 
Barbara Brent 
Geo FBakay Ore 
Musical Martinis 
Yacht Club 


Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helmling Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athletle Club 


Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 
Bert Phillip’s 
Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Eddie South Ore 
Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 
Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobson Ore 
Magiey Gls 
Johnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Willie Smith 
Jeannette Lee 
Eileen Sis 
Barney Starr 
Mata Monteria 
Zang & Toda 
B & Joy Severin 
Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 
Ore 
Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
Cab Horvath 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
Cleo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 
Rick & Snyder 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 


Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Ellen Kaye 
Lamars 
Cleo & Ruth 
Sally Joyce 
Club Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Ore 
Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett 
Club Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Jack Faye 
Marty Hoff 
Devines Eagles 
Benny Goodman Or 
Stephen Swedish O 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Mamle’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 


Ray Herbeck Ore 


Karl Ratsch’s 
Willie Keller Ore 
Irma Brahn 

Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Oro 
Ken Keck 

Lindy's 
Sylv'ter Stambaugh 
Eddie Lupon 
Frances Parker 

Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
Helen Everett 
6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
Ray Martell 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerata 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Modernistic 
Captain Gregg 


Ore 


Len Esche 
Maureen Kosay 


Oasis 


Bert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Heidelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
Ray Van Day 


Paris 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Kay 
Little Ray 


Plankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Marlow Sis 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 
Reb Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 
Nore Sis 
Shower 
Varr 
y Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Riff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hlotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Greeg 
Alina Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O' Bien 
706 Club 
Al Harris Ore 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
H Menninege Ore 
Red Ravin Orc 
Rav Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Varmenter 
Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Jrene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tie Top Tap 
Feldstein Ore 
Leslie 
Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Chet Boswell 
Rider Sis 
Rosalie & Webster 
Thelma Ward 
Town and Country 
‘lub 


Joey 
Ken 
Hilly 


Benny Skorceh Ore 
Larry Powell 
lrene Burke 
Hlelen Savage 
doan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 
Gail Parker 

Toy's 
Cace Landis Ore 
& North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 


Vallie Jay Ore 

Maureen Rosay 

Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 

Art Kassel Orc 

Marion Holmes 

M Merrymaker Ore 


Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Lee Leighton 


Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ure 

Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Lang Thompson Or 
Foo Martin 
Wendy Bishop 
Chuck Eaton 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Oro 
Neil Buckley 
Flo Parker 
Bernie Lambert 
Nora Lewis 
Rosemary Kenny 

Cork and Bottle 
Caria Moore 
Nick Parillo 

Eddie Peyton's 
Mike Peyton 
Betty Hurst 
Bertha Muller 
Hazel Calloway 


Entertainers Club 
Danny Mason Ore 


El Congo 


King Bass Oro 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Buddy Mack 

The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 


George Barer Orc 
Ralph de Jean 
Donna Gleiser 
Loretta Lee 
4 be Bonaires 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
Joe Bilotto 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 


Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 


Johnny Frits 
Al DiLernia 


Monterey 
Billy Springer Ore 
New Penn 
Ralph Allen Oro 

Pat McGowan 
Starr & Maxine 
Dolly Davis 
Gloria Lamar 
Joe Morracco 
Bob Liotke 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Olive White 
Di Gitanos 
Chester Dolphin 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
5 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woogy 
Tubby Rives 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Harry Nossohoff 
Old Shay Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Miss America 
Beauty Parade 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Oro 
Dewey Moon 
Betty Nylander 
Chicquita 
Jack Smith 
Riviera 
Joey Sims Ore 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Oro 
Mimi Chevalier 
Tampa, Jr 
Mitchell & Rayburn 
Jackie Jenkins 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hull 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Billy Rizzo 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 
Willows 
Benny Burton Ore 
Ida Iola 
Buddy Lee 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
3 Eltons 
Bernh'dt & Kretlaw 
Ann Mare 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 

Hy Barron Ore 
Norman Priest 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Thelma 
Arline May 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Orc 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Cluo 
Sherdina Walker O 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Lillian Young 
Queen of Zulu 
George Gould 


Walter Green 
Mitzi Mitchell 
Wilton Crawley 
Sherman Dudley 
Chateau 
Sammy Berk Ore 
3 Play Boys 
Eddie Mills 
Joe Rollo 
Bob Starr 
Gloria Shane 


3 Smart Gis 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 

Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Roberta Roberis 
Buddy Walker 


Mei-Lun 
Magley Gls 
Eddie Barnes 


Golden Glow 


Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay kKristman 
Mary Jane 


Hotel Allerton 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 

Hotel Cleveland 
Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Ore 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Gicvannt 
Dorn Kros & Mary 
Vieki Allen 
Romany 3 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Alberta 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco's Cufe 


Willard Pott's Ore 
Virginia Carroll 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Charlotte Claire 


4 Grands 
Robertson 


Tom Ball Gls (8) 
Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 


Stanley Clob 


a > j al 
George Winter Orc 
Gladys Delmar Kary! 
Camille Jackie Maye 
Jack Elliott 
Gourmet Club Mitzi Walker 
E Robinson Ore Patsy Day 
Harold Copeland Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
H “7 Meyers Hertel Collins 
Hatton's Club Rose Morgan 
Fred Heikell Sonny Carr 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Californians 4 
Bowery 
Harriet Rollo 
Morrison & Rogers 
Craters 
Kay Carroll 
Amos Jacobs 
Charley Carlisle 
Lenora’s Debs (8) 
Jonnny King 
Benny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Chuck Mim’ger'’s Or 
Frank Kinney 
Kay Travis 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Esthe de Roy 
Sue Drake 
Temple & Marie 
Casey Jones 
Commodore Club 
Paul Rosini 
Floradoras (6) 
Van & Allen 


Commodorettes (6) 
Lee Bartell 
Hark ‘rhomas Ore 


Corktown Tavern 
Rene 

Phil Kaye 

Thida Loy 

Wally & Frances 
Eddie Bratton Orc 


Frontenac 


Cecil Lee Orc 
Brooks 2 
Danny Brown 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 

Clab Imperial 
Huntho Chan 
H’wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 

Club Lide 
Cliff Winehill 
Zonette Sis 
Doraine & Ellis 
Texas Rockets 


Ralph Fisher Ore 


Main Street Club 
Frank Sidney Ore 
Nebiolo’s 

Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Ben Young 
Virginia Braynard 
Valentine Fox 
Ina Scott 
Lischeron & Adams 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Oasis 
Leonard Seel Oro 
Francita 


Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Nan Blackstone 
Cameos 4 
Oldtimers 4 
Darryl Rogers 


Redford Inn 


Don Miller 
Morrie Sager Ore 


Club Royale 


Danny Demetre Orc 
Johnny Howard 
White Guards (8) 
Royal Steppers (8) 
Julie Annan 


Burns & White 
J Arson 

R 
ngag 
Billy Carol Saks 
Bett Howard Robert Shafer 


Dolly May 

Palm Beach 
Bert Snyder 
Hart & Allison 
Marylin Bridges 
Phil Arden 
Bea Moore 
Denverettes (6) 
Don Pablo Ore 

Plantation 
Sausage Tyson (6) 
Wm McKinney Ore 
Larry Steele 
Myra Johnson 
Derby Wilson 
Kitty Murray 


Tony Marks 
Ravaye & Margo 
Roberta Roberts 
Cocktail Girls (6) 
Coyle McKay Ore 
San Diego 


Bob Carter 
Charlie Holmes 
LeRoy & Pals 
Vera Gordon 
Merle Clark 

Jim Stevenson 
Geo Presnell 

Al Alexander Ore 


Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Koom) 


Dorothy Derrick Frank Gagen Ore 
Plan'tion Beties (6) Bob Allen 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Beth Challis (Merry-Go-Round) 
Miss Babette Marry Dewees Gee 

Nomad 


Earl Lindsay Line 
Eric Correa Orc 


Frolics 
Francis Renault 


Hotel President 
(Round World Km) 


Henry Patrick Ore 


GARCIA CLIPS APOSTOLI 


Lionel Murray 
Zola Grey 
Edna Thompson 
Madge Carmyle 
Faith Arlington 
Dixie Dixon 
Kay King 

Sid Rose Ore 


FOR COUNT IN SEVENTH 


By JACK PULASKI 


Ceferino Garcia, the Filipino who | 
lives in Los Angeles, finally reached | 
the goal Monday (2) night at Madi- 
son Square Garden, when he stopped 
Fred Apostoli, of San Francisco, in 
the seventh round. The dark-hued | 
socker has been on the verge several 
times in lighter divisions, but now 


Football 


(WHN Sports 
Just remove the eight-ball and 
here we are with more predictions. 
The boys went to work on the al- 
leged experts kinda early this fall 
as favorites toppled right and left. 
but that’s what makes football the 
greatest game of them all because 
you’re always starting with two 
strikes on you. Our batting average 
was pretty sad last week and know- 
ing that nothing worse can happen, 
we'll really settle down to some seri- 
ous selecting. Here are the choices 
in the coming weekend games. 


Alabama—Fordham 

The Crimson Tide came north with 
a big, defensive line, but their scor- 
ing power is limited. They have no 
breakaway backs that can match the 
yardage that will be picked up by 
Len Eshmont and Jimmy Blumen- 
stock. These two boys make the dif- 
ference, 


By Dick Fishell 


—2 
Commentator) 
Colgate—Duke 
The Red Raiders lost a decision 
and several regulars by injury 


| against N. Y. U. They go into the 
| hot, deep south to take another trim- 
ming from Wallace Wade and his 
Dukes. 
Auburn—Tulane 

This’ll give you the jitters, but 
Tulane ought to have enough to pull 
it out of the bag. 

T. C. U.—Arkansas 

Two of Saturday’s losers hook up 
in a Southwest Conference battle. 
Arkansas seemed generally weak, 
while Christian was potentially bet- 
ter but needed rehearsing. T. C. U. 
must get the nod here. 

St. Mary’s—California 

The Golden Bears haven’t found a 
combination to replace Bottari and 
Anderson, while Slip Madigan and 
his Galloping Gaels have pointed for 


can wear the world’s middleweight 
crown—that is. so far as New York is 
concerned. Al Hostak, of Seattle, 
who has never been seen in these 
parts, is head man among the mid- 
dles as far as the National Boxing 
Association is concerned. 

It was a fiercely fought contest 
and for four rounds it looked like 
the wise-money lads, who laid eight 
to five on Apostoli, knew something. 
When the bell ended with fifth 
round, however, the bout looked 
rather even. Apostoli weighed in a 
half-pound over the 160-pound limit 
and was forced to work off the ex- 
cess. Again some experts called the | 
turn, figuring that Garcia would win 
by a kayo about half-way through 
the 15-round distance. 

Weight did not figure in Apostoli's | 
defeat. He was socked simple by a 
harder hitter. The Frisco boy dis- 
played more speed and got in more | 
blows during the early sessions, but 
could not absorb the harder punches 
of the tougher man any longer. The 
sixth round was on the sensational 
side. it being then that Garcia went 
’way out in front by Janding crush- 
ing rights and one-twos to Apostoli’s 
jaw. Fred fought back, but he looked 
about washed up. 

Apostoli went down three times in 
the seventh, sagging to the canvas 
the first time. only taking a one 
count. Next descent he waited on | 
one knee, and then arose, but it was 
no use. A left hook sent him on his | 


lone he couldn't land a haymaker. 


| Canzoneri, on a comeback route, is 


& White| face, and the referee declared the 
| fight over. Fallen man may have got- | 
iten up, but would have surely been | 
|knocked cold. 


Apostoli has always | 


put up lively exhibitions in the big | 
town. He was reported not doing so | 
well in the sticks this summer, but 
Garcia was on the losing end too | 
many times around here, and the} 
smart money boys made it four to 


It was the first fight in the Garden | 
in months. Mike Jacobs recently de- 
voted his time to staging three major 
scraps out of town with a 10-day 
period. No Garden boxing shows 
are carded until Nov. 1, when Tony 


matched to meet the undefeated Al 
Davis, a Brooklynite. In the inter- 
val the rodeo will occupy the arena. 
Nov. 17 is the date for Billy Conn, 
the handsome Pittsburgher, to defend 
his light-heavyweight title again, be- 
ing matched to mix it with Gus Les- 
nevich, whom Jersey fans believe is 
a coming champ. Garcia wants to 
take a shot at Conn, too, although 
considerably under the 175-pound 
mark. The Filipino cares little for 
weight on the other fellow, but 
Conn’s advisers would like to see 
him take on more poundage, in the. 
expectation that in a year or two he | 


| much politics doesn’t make for good 


|} down makers in the game. 


squads, 
the Wolverines must get the edge. 


Columbia—Yale this one and are ready to go. Cali- 
Yale’s no pushover in the Bowl,|fornia’s the favorite but the Gaels 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(October 7) 
By DICK FISHELL 

GAMES WINNER ODDS 
Bucknell—Penn State ...........Pemm State 21 
L. S. U.—Holy Cross ...... SES 
Michigan State—Michigan ,......Michigam 9-5 
Minnesota—Nebraska ............ 
Oklahoma—Northwestern ........ 
Georgia Tech—Notre Dame ...... | 
Missouri—Ohio State ......... 
Washington State—So. California..So. California ................ 12-5 
Stanford—Oregon ................ 


but when the ever-optimistic Greasy | 
Neale starts to cry, then you know | 
their situation is pathetic. Colum- | 
bia’s not much better off, but they | 


| have Les Staneczyk, a great runner, 
‘and a Lou Little team always starts 


fast. 
| 


Bucknell—Penn State 


Bucknell was a strong squad a/| 
|year ago, but the Nittany Lions 


have their greatest material and are | 
locking forward to bigger and bet- 
ter things. Should win by two touch- 
downs, 


| 
| 


in the | 


Syracuse—Cornell 
The best potential talent 


}east will wear Orange Jerseys this 


fall, but whether it can be deveioped 
into a winning combination with a 
will to win, is another story. Cor- 
nell, with great backs and the best | 
coaching in this sector, will avenge 
last year’s upset and grab a close 
one, 

L. S. U.—Holy Cross 

Not enough touchdowns 


and too 


football. Holy Cross has no politics 
and a fellow by the name of Ronnie | 
Cahill is one of the greatest touch- | 
There- 
fore, the Cross is on the long end 
of this one, 


Michigan State—Michigan 
This is plenty close with Mich. the 
favorite. They are both, well-drilled 
but on records of last fall, 


Minnesota—Nebraska 


The vaunted power displayed by 


ithe Gophers seems to presage a re- | 


turn to the top this fall. The 
Cornhuskers got a tie last week, but 
they’}] go into the losing column 
against Bernie Bierman’s gang. 
Oklahoma—Northwestern 
This is only a fair, Oklahoma | 
team, while Northwestern will take 
the wraps off a dozen, talented, ball- 
toters, including Bill De Correvont. 
This mob will get enough tallies to 
ease in. 
Georgia Tech—Notre Dame 
Tech lost its best athletes via the 
diploma. The Irish got over Purdue 
and now they’ll have fun in beating | 
the Rambling Wreck from Tech. 
Missouri—QOhio State 
Ohio State’s the big favorite but 
the Buckeyes have razzle-dazzle, | 
but Missouri’s sound in every de- | 


will upset the applecart and lift the 
mortgage with a victory. 
Washington State—vU. S. C. 
Washington’s just fair and South- 
ern Cal. will turn on the heat to 
leave no doubt about its potency. 
By two touchdowns. 
Stanford—Oregon 
Stanford’s Indians are goin’ no 
place in a hurry, while Oregon is 
moving up the ladder and may cop 
that Coast title. It will use Stan- 
ford as a stepping ston:. 
Texas—Wisconsin 
Things are not rosy at Texas, as 
the Longhorns struggle to get back 
to pigskin supremacy. Wisconsin’s 
aerial attack should provide the 
margin of victory. 


| Legit, Burley Permits 


Seught in Bridgeport 


Bridgeport, Oct. 3. 

Permits for stage shows, ranging 
from burlesque to legit, at the Park 
and Lyric theatres, are being sought 
by Jules J. Leventhal and Max Rud- 
nick, respectively. 

Leventhal wants to put road shows 
into the Park, last used by WPA. 
Rudnick’s plan is burley, which a few 
years ago showed at Lyric, Loew- 
Poli property recently reopened as 
a picture house. 

Besides strict censorship, police 
superintendent requires bond of 
$1,500 from each producer for per- 
former and stagehand salaries. 


Mexican Groups Ask 


Ban on Canned Music 


Mexico City, Oct. 3. 

The national musicians union and 
the conservatory of music are again 
fighting canned music. They ask 
congress to pass a law calling for 
total exclusion of tunesters in cine- 
mas, theatres, restaurants and like 
places that use phonographs and 
other music-making apparatus. They 
blame canned music for the unem- 
ployment of thousands of musicians, 

Operators of these apparatus coun- 


wil] qualify to step into the ring with | partment and has a honey in Paul/ ter with the argument that the de- 


Joe Louis and contest for the major | 
title. 


Christman. We're calling for Mis- 
souri to upset Ohio State. | 


pression makes them economize and 
that the public likes canned music. 
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COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


Rubberneck Holmes, Roscoe Sim- 
mons, Son & Sonny, Rose Brown, 
Kaloah, Dandridge Sisters (3), 
Katherine Perry, Princess Oreila & 
Co. (4), Bill Robinson, Barrington 
Guy, Don Redman’s orch. 


This Cotton Club show is straight 
variety, without any pretense otf 
dress, and serves its entertainment 
purpose excellently. This is unique 
in that it’s vaude that must contend 
with a strictly cafe atmosphere. 
Actually, it’s nothing more than a 
fill-in bill between the closing of 
last season’s all-colored revue and 
the opening of the '39-40 show, to be 
headed by Louis Armstrong and 
Stepin Fetchit within the next 
couple of weeks. 


Bill Robinson, doubling from the 
‘Hot Mikado’ at the New York 
World’s Fair, of course, is the top- 
per, heading a bill that includes nine 
acts that move brisky. There's a 
preponderance of dancing, five of the 
turns doing terps. 

Opening is the loudly costumed 
Rubberneck Holmes, hoofer, who 
does a lot of meaningless twists with 
his neck to mild returns. Katherine 
Perry is a hefty vocalist who han- 
dles two numbers well, particularly 
the opener, ‘Don’t Worry About Me.’ 

Son and Sonny are tappers, in the 
whirlwind idiom, and go over, prac- | 
tically knocking themselves out in 
doing so. Kaloah is a light-skinned 
body tosser who shows remarkable 
control of her muscles. Dressed 
scantily, she goes over mildly 

Rose Brown, Katisha of ‘The Hot 
Mikado,’ is also doubling from the 
expo musical, but doesn’t contribute 
any numbers from the show which 
brought her to the foreground. She 
does the perennial ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
niftily and follows with a faster 
vocal. Dressed in black, she should 
be more tastefully gowned. 

Biggest click next to Robinson are 
the Dandridge Sisters (3), from a 
previous C.C. show and recently re- 
turned from England. They bounce 
‘Old Man River’, follow with ‘When’ 
and top it off with the swingy ‘Well, 


All Right’, which is plenty all right. | 


They, along with Holmes and Kaloah, 
are doubling this week from the 
Apollo, Harlem vauder. 

Robinson is doing his standard tap 
turn, working easily, as usual, and 
interpolates a couple of gags; in one 
of them he had Jimmy Durante, 
present at the night caught (Friday), 
as a foil. His pianist accomp, un- 
billed, also comes in for a couple of 
licks, warbling scat to Robinson's 
terps and also in a scat solo that 
permits Robinson a little rest be- 
tween numbers. 

Princess Oreila and Co. are a 
Cuban quartet, three males and a 
femme, dressed appropriately for a 
native number that sees two of the 
men playing bongos and the third 
indulging in some terps with the gal. 
It’s pretty tepid. Barrington Guy 
winds up the show with a baritone 
solo, doing two numbers that get 
only fair returns, being strictly anti- 
climactic following Robinson, though 
Guy shows a fair voice. 

Roscoe Simmons m.c.s the whole 
show, sticking to straight  introes. 
He replaced Cab Calloway as the in- 
troducer when the leader 
exited. Don Redman’s band is in for 
Ca'loway and plays well for the hoof 
and the show. 

Biz good. 


ALT WIEN, N. Y. 


Hermann Leopoldi, Beatrice Lind. 


As the name implies, Alt Wien 
harks back to Old Vienna, before 
anschluss, dictators and other world 
nuisances with Hermann Leopoldi 
successfully recapturing all the 
charm and nostalgia with which the 
Austrian capital had long been as- 
sociated. Leopoldi is the Viennese 
songsmith who, when first hitting 
these shores some months ago, 
knelt on the ground and kissed the 
pavements in appreciation of new- 
found liberty. 

Leopoldi was a favorite Austrian 
music hall and coffee-house per- 
former and songwriter, having writ- 
ten tunes with Dr. Robert Katscher 
(published by the late Herzmanski, 
himself a refugee) and already some 
of his stuff is beginning to get 
around on this side. 

He is a definite personality, a cross 
between the late Nikita Balieff and 
Lord Beaverbrook, the British pub- 
lisher, in appearance and _ stature, 
and a vibrant figure at his piano 
despite his still awkward English 
manner of expression. He is a capi- 
tal conferencier and song salesman 
and, in this, he is ably abetted by 
Beatrice Lind, a young personality 
soprano who has been heard around 
on the radio and was in the Billy 
Rose ‘Refugee Revue’ at the Casa 
Manana last season. Her’s is an un- 
usually trained voice. However, 
in this assignment, she is almost 
idolatrous in her appreciation of the 
maturer man with whom she double 
numbers. Miss Lind interprets his 
novelty numbers in ultra manner, 
notably aiding in ‘Little Cafe’ 
(which E. B. Marks just took over) 
and ‘Cute Little Tune.’ 

Alt Wien is in the near-Yorkville 
belt, on East 79th, and is rapidly 


which has 
show business 


lrifie word-of-mouth 
percolated into the 
and elsewhere. 

Attesting to Leopoldi’s’ innate 
showmanship is a careful eschewing 
of any sentimentality, letting the 
songs and charm fall where they 
may, based on basic merit alone. The 
tariff is almost ridiculously low with 
a 75c. to $1.50 table d’hote, although 
the drinks are scaled higher, and 
it's becoming a great drop-in spot. 
The pop menu phase of it is wise, 
in order to lure them over to Sec- 
ond avenue and 79th. 

Leopoldi is another, of course, 
who attests to the tragic axiom that 
Nazidom’s loss becomes the world’s 
gain. In between there’s a very ef- 
fective Viennese trio, violin and 
twin pianos, one of them doubling 
on accordion. They do all the stand- 
ard Alt Wien musical repertoire and, 
in themselves, are a very worthy in- 
terlude. Abel. 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. O.) 


New Orleans, Sept. 29. 


Buddy Rogers orch, Lillian Car- 
men, Ruth Daye, Mare Ballero, The 
Four Notes, Jo Sodja, Jimmy Morris, 
Scotty, Meta Stauder. ; 


Buddy Rogers, an favorite 
here, returned last night (Thursday) 
with a swell combo that dishes out a 
genuinely effective brand of dansa- 
pation music. First  nighters 
jammed spot and went for Rogers’ 
band and show in a big way. 

Leader shows his versatility 
playing nearly all instruments. 
shares the spotlight liberally 
members of his band, 

Backing the orch is one of the best 
floor shows to play thiS spot in 
mofths. The customers couldn't get 
enough of the singing of Lillian Car- 
men, whose arrangements are nifty, 
with crew giving her swell support. 
Her version of ‘South American 
! Way’ is a gem. 

Running Miss Carmen a dead heat 
for popular favor with first nighters 
was Mare Ballero, mimic, who got 
belly laughs with impersonations 
ranging from President to George 
Arliss. 

Ruth Daye, tap dancer with plenty 
of eye appeal, got big hand for 
nifty routines. The Four Notes, 
harmony singers, got nice response, 
as did Meta Stauder, vocalist with 
Rogers. Joe Sodja, guitarist and 
banjoist, and Jimmy Morris, drum- 
mer, with the crew, won the house 
with specialty numbers. Scotty ful- 
filled his build-up as a one-man 
band by playing two cornets at same 
‘time while he tossed off a number 
on the piano with his feet, Liuzza. 


CAFE SOCIETY, N. Y. 


Jack Guilford, Stuff Smith orch 
(6), Royal Rhythm Boys (3), Jean 
Eldridge. 


by 
He 
with 


This comparatively new Green- 
wich Village spot on _ Sheridan 
Square, which opened late last sea- 
son, has fast been 
tention. Barney Josephson, man- 
ager, started off with an idea of 
novelty and apparently it’s been 
paying dividends right along, to a 
no-couvert, $1.50 and $2 mnimum. 
The boogie woogie’  pianologists 
whom John Hammond, Jr., of Co- 
lumbia Phonograph first colum- 
bused, started it. Now Josephson 
has Stuff Smith 
on, but more importantly a unique 
m.c. in Jack Guilford (New Acts). 

There are also’ assorted hors 
d’ouvres such as Jean Eldridge, col- 
ored songstress, who’s more or less 
of a stage wait, and the Royal 
Rhythm Boys, also colored, who 
sub-bill themselves ‘the three of 
hope.’ Their highlight is Slam (of 
Slim and Slam, who plead guilty to 
concocting ‘Flat Foot Floogee’) who 
is deemed one of the top out-of-this- 


world players. Slam slaps 
those strings in ultra style to a 
guitar and piano accomp. Billy 


Prince on the guts is also a high- 
light, and the dusky pianist is also 
plenty boogie-woogie. 

Save for Guilford, who is ofay, the 
motif of Cafe Society is Harlem en- 
tertainment. Stuff Smith is still one 
of the best on the hot fiddle although 
his old Onyx Club disciples from 
52d street miss (1) Cozy Cole and 
(2) Jonah Jones. Cole is now on the 
skins for Cab Calloway, and Jones 
is still on the horn for Smith, but 
none of those ‘cute’ double numbers 
between Smith and Jones obtain as 
heretofore. In a measure, Jones al- 
most stole Smith’s thunder, but in 
moderation they'd make a good in- 
terlude. 

Cafe Society is another reason 
why the Village has been enjoying a 
nitery renaissance after being dor- 
mant for years. Barney Gallant 
used to drag ’em downtown in the 
old days, but save for an El Chico 
and such, the Village didn’t boast 
much to draw ’em, until the past 
couple of seasons. Now there are an 


assortment of Harlem, Latin and 
playboy-playgirl joints, especially 
the latter. Abel. 


commanding at- | 


(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 30. 

Etzi Covwato’s orch (8), 
Donnelly (Miss America), Miss Ohio, 
Miss Chicago, Ruth Willock, Flor- 
ence Morse, Sylvia Hart, Bill Doug- 
lass, Dick Smith. 

Only war casualty in Pittsburgh so 
far is this second-floor Fifth avenue 
spot, and it lost only its name, For- 
merly the Italian Gardens, cafe's 
been rechristened, to the Old Shay 
Gardens, for obvious reasons. Old 
Shay’s the name of a well-known 
local ale and the tieup would be 
pretty evident were it not for the 
fact that Pennsylvania state law pro- 
hibits any brewery or distillery from 
owning a piece of a dispensary. Still, 


there’s nothing to keep the manage- | 


/ment from peddling that brand ex- 
_clusively if it so desires. 

| At any rate, Gardens seems to be 
the break-in ground for each suc- 
/ceeding Miss America. Last year, 
Kathryn Meseke got started here 
|/after winning the crown in Atlantic 
City, and now Pat Donnelly (New 
Acts) is doing the same. She's a 
looker all right, but that much is 
expected, has a fair enough voice 
and should get somewhere, probably 
with a band, if she can unstiffen a 
bit. As it is, gal lacks that certain 
| spark. 
the signal for Old Shay Gardens to 
launch its new fall 
son with a Beauty Pageant, and also 
on hand are Miss Ohio, Miss Chi- 
cago, Ruth Willock (Miss Pittsburgh, 
later Miss Pennsylvania) and Flor- 
ence Morse, a runnerup in the Pitts- 
burgh contest., 


They're all moderately untalented, | 
of Miss Ohio, | 


with the exception 
who does a slave dance that has its 
points ,but that makes little differ- 
‘ence to the customers, who don’t ex- 
pect too much ability in their board- 
walk beauties. At the end of the 
show, the beauts do a parade around 
; the floor in bathing suits and that’s 
; what ringsiders are waiting for any- 
way. They must be satisfied since 


_there have been no kicks about the | 


/40c. a person cover during Miss 
America’s stay. Spot usually has 
only a small minimum. 

To carry out the pageant idea, 
only outsider on the bill, Sylvia 
Hart, is even billed as Miss Old Shay 
Gardens. She’s a sock acrobatic 
dancer with a bag of tricks that’s 
different and smartly executed. 
Back on bandstand again is Etzi 
Covato, part owner of spot with 
John Lazarro, and a veteran mae- 
stro. Cavato’s accompaniment for 
the show is first-rate and his eight- 
piece dansapation crew is consider- 
(ably better than usual run-of-mine. 
One of the boys, Dick Smith, steps 
out on the floor for a monolog. While 
the fellow has definite possibilities 
most of his material belongs in the 
room marked ‘Gents.’ Featured 
with band is Bill Douglas, who looks 
good up front and has a pleasant 
tenor. 

Old Shay Gardens is hardly a spot 
to attract the spenders, since _ it’s 
pretty drab looking and unattractive 
atmospherically, but management 
has its eye on volume among the in- 
betweeners and seems to be grab- 
bing more than its share of this 
trade. Of course, with Miss Amer- 
ica on hand, it’s a special occasion. 

Cohen. 


Village Vanguard, N. Y. 


Calypso Recorders with Gerald 
Clark and Cecil Anderson (‘Duke of 
Iron’), Bill Matons and Dancers (4) 
featuring Ailes Gilmour. 


as the band come- | 


Ever since The Revuers (5) were 
‘discovered’ for the Rainbow Room, 
uptown has re-discovered the Vil- 


lage Vanguard in Greenwich Village. | 


This is perhaps one of the cheesiest 
looking basements extant, which 
would libel the appellation of nite 
club and yet there is more genuine 
talent paraded here than in many a 
swank bistro uptown. 

This paradox revolves chiefly 
around one Max Gordon, an 
anomalous gent from Wyoming who 
has been a G. V. habitue for years. 
A soft-spoken and dreamy sort of 
guy—of course not to be confused 
with the Broadway and Hollywood 
Max Gordon—he had this Seventh 
avenue cellar and not enough money 
for a liquor license for years. The 
upstairs grocery store used to do bet- 
ter by the Village Vanguard than 
| did Gordon, because the kids would 
buy canned beer at a dime a throw, 


three for a quarter, and come down- | 


stairs and watch what was going on, 
for free. Gordon didn’t even have 
the heart to compel them to buy an 
obligatory bottle of gingerale. He 
could sell only soft drinks and sand- 
wiches, and after he took in four 
_ bucks fross on the night he often 
| wondered why. 

Still it was a place to come in out 


of the cold and the wet, and the Vil- | 


lage’s young blood also knew that. 
The lighting was bad, but some of 
their native brilliance finally perco- 
‘lated into the outer world, such as 


The Revuers group, and countless | 


youngsters who read their latest 
things to groups of more or less in- 
terested spectators. Later they'd 
come back and sell autographed 
copies of published works. To this 


Patricia | 


Booking of Miss America is | 


and winter sea- | 


! 
day, now that Gordon has gotten up 
the gumption for a $l minimum 
;check, he maintains Sunday night 
auditions of actor-writers, and Mon- 
|day nights, at 9:30 and 11:30, there 
are al fresco satirical revues called 
‘The Pocket Edition,’ featuring ‘Six 
and Co.’—you figure that billing out. 
But now he’s gone on the nut for 
a more or less authentic group of 
Calypso Singers whom Jack Kapp, 
prez of Decca records, waxed and 
who brought them to the V.V.’s at- 
tention. Some of the Calypsoers 
look more Lenox avenue than Trini- 
dad, but that’s an incidental. They 
really have the British West Indies’ 
style of balladeering an al fresco 
_song, headed by ‘The Duke of Iron,’ 
nee Cecil Anderson. He sings those 
calypso doggerels with which win- 
‘ter tourists are familiar when hitting 


| the Caribbean. 
The songs are satirical, topical, | 
‘and occasionally smutty. There is 


|}also a band, Gerald Clark and his 
| Caribbean Serenaders—Gordon likes 
to zene that ‘I am now paying union 
scale. 

The Calypso Dancers are headed 
_by Bill Matons and include a dusky 
|looker, Ailes Gilmour, who, if the 
‘uptown playboys get a load of her, 
/will have '’em hotfooting downtown. 
She's an exotic looker whose native 
_terping requires no further embel- 
lishment than her dynamite person- 
jality. [She shifts uptown tonight 
(Wed.) to the new LaMartinique.] 
Singers’ brand of 


| The Calypso 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


‘SLAPSY MAXIE’S, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Sid Tomack, Reis Bros., Jerry 
Kruger, Jerry Brandow, Patti Moore, 
Tommy Reilly orch (6), 


Still the town’s top laugh spot and 
getting the heaviest late play. En- 
trepreneur Sam Lewis has taken the 
estab out of the joint class with a 
flash neon front, and complete in- 
terior makeover, but the entertain- 
ment is just as daffy as ever. It's a 
10G dressing up, with chairs now 
and a double-decker stage. Upstairs 
half is used for blackouts, which 
could be funnier. 

Talent imported from the east 
makes up for the loss of Cully Rich- 
ards and his breezy m.c.ing. Sid 


|Tomack fills the gap with good ef- 


fect. However, Maxie Rosenbloom 
is the dominant personality and the 
fun really doesn’t start until he 
comes on the scene, which may be 
any time between 12 and 12. On 
night caught tirst of three shows was 
scheduled for 10 p.m., but Maxie 
didn’t stroll in betore 11. Chorus 
of ‘here comes the champ’ generally 
accompanies Slapsy’s entrance. 
It’s a rowdy stage affair when the 
slapper comes on, with most of the 
jibes poked at the former light 
heavyweight titleholder. To the 
tune of ‘Rosalie’ he sings ‘Rosen- 
bloom, You're Wonderful, Rosen- 
bloom You're Swell,’ with the stage 
mob taking a verse of ‘Rosenbloom, 


special material runs from aggran- 
'dizements of F.D.R, Wally and 
Windsor, and other headline person- 
alities, to philosophical discourses in 
| Soshawful pentameter, dealing with 
domestic _Wwelfare, human relations 
and the like. Abel, 


ST. MORITZ, N. Y. | 


| 
| 


| Eddie Varzos Orch. (6) with’ 
Velma Raye, Marissa Flores, Inez 
| Harvot, 3 Idlers. 


The Hotel St. Moritz’s Restaurant | 
de la Paix has the best floor show 
| IN seasons currently on tap to a very 
modest budget and a_no-couvert- 
ever scale. Whether it's the new 
show, or the fact that the room has 
been made more informal, the biz 
certainly reflects material apprecia- 


tion for what is offered. Table) 
d'hotes start at $1.75, for which a 
new and excellent dance combina- 


tion, Eddie Varzos’, and two tip-top 
turns are offered. The Three Idlers 


are the relief combo for the main 
band. 

Marissa Flores, dancer from the 
short-lived ‘Mexicana, and_ Inez | 


Harvot, prima, both under New Acts, 
are the specialists. Both are per- 
sonable young ladies, with consider- | 
able talent, and both register solidly. | 

Varzos makes his New York debut | 
after some seasons at the Hotel | 
Bismarck, Chicago, from where his 
'‘continental’ type of dansapation 
commanded attention via the net- 
works. Varzos plays a mean gypsy 
violin, when occasion demands for 
his specialty, but he heats it up in 
sweet-hot manner with an unique 
combo comprising his brother at the 
piano, accordion, trumpet and two! 
other rhythm pieces. No sax, but 
that brass does plenty all right in, 
combo with the accordion. It’s an 
fdeal combination for a hotel recom 
or other class nitery interior. Velma | 
Raye handles the vocal pops and the 
maracas business during the Latin 
interludes. 

Room has been done over and 
now opens up directly into the mam- 
moth bar. Nino is at the door and 
Roget now supervises the entire 
Cafe de la Paix. Biz seems terrif 
so far. Abel. 


COQ ROUGE, N. Y. 
Anne Francine, Nicki Raymond & 
Don Marton orchs, Tisdale 3. 
That society songsters still are b.o. 
| seems attested to by Anne Francine, 
of Park avenue antecedents, who 
won a blueblood-blues singing con- 


test here last season and, as a re- 
ward, got a contract. Apparently 
proving a draw, she’s back again 


and, as should be expected, improved 
and more showmanly. What's more, 
a thing that boss Frank Bonacchini 
hasn’t had to do in months, the vel-! 
vet tape is up frequently. So, with 
her return the upped receipts must 
be credited to the socialite singer. 
For another thing, Bonacchini is 
expanding into two bands, the new 
Don Marton rhumba unit being the | 
addition. Nicki Raymond, alumnus 
of George Sterney’s combo, heads | 
' the No. 1 band, and in between, the | 
colored Tisdale Trio, one of those | 
;‘Old Man River’ male combos _ in| 
white ties and tails, plug the waits. | 
Miss Francine seems to have been 
influenced by the Eve Symington 
school of throaty songaloging. Miss 
Symington is the original and, so far, 
| the top socialite songstress so far 
coin-getting was concerned, rang- 
ing from $750 up to $1,200 a week. 
Adelaide Moffett is another who has 
made her Park avenue background | 
pay dividends in the pro song field. 
She’s very personable and with a 
nice style, but might learn to pay 
a little more attention to her hands. 
Some attention to special lyrical 
flourishes and intros to her pops is a 
wrinkle that almost any music pub- 
lisher arranger could contribute. 
Abel. 


| Stink.’ 
| then on they're all on their own, 


| favorite haunt. 


around to 


You're Lousy, Rosenbloom, You 
That’s a starter and from 


Reis Bros. and Tomack go in for 
a fast mixture of singing, dancing 
and gaberoo, all relished by the sit- 
ters. Maxie joins in for a few steps 
and exchange of ribs that is sure- 
tire. He follows with impersonations 


' that aren’t even close but geared for 
| belly quivers and don’t miss. 


Hoofing turn of Jerry Brandow is 
tops. He also does a clog turn with 
Patti Moore that burns up the 
boards, though they are cramped by 
the limitations of a small stage, 
Jerry Kruger is a low-down torcher, 
typed for the fast ‘Hold Tight’ 
routines. But once she goes for a 
slowie she becomes just another 
chanter. 

Tommy Reilly’s. orchestra, for- 
merly five, has added a tooter and 
gives Out with tunes in keeping with 
the general madness of the room. 
Every one in the combo takes a solo 
at intermish. Miss Moore leads the 
mob in a community sing. 

No cover or minimum makes it a 
Most drinks go for 
50c and dinners bring $1.50. Danc- 
ing is out due to small floor space. 
It’s the only bistro in town with a 
projection booth to run off pictures. 
Those with Maxie in it get their pre- 
views here. Helm. 


GRAND TERRACE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 29. 
Ella Fitzgerald Orch, The Nortons 
(2). Beachcombers (2), Red & 
Curley, Grant Paige, Al Tobin, 
Lucille Wilkins, Leonard Read, 


Town's top black-and-tan_nifery 
remains an up-and-town spot, with 
the quality of shows skipping from 


ace highs to deuces. Currently, 
other than Ella Fitzgerald, leading 
l\the late Chick Webb's orch, the 


show is pretty wobbly. 

The Nortons are a ballroom team 
that leaves much to be desired, con- 
tributing a couple of dull numbers. 
Grant Paige, jitterbug, never gets 
really dancing. Keeps 
singing about what he’s going to do, 


but before he gets to any actual 
shagging, he’s off. Warblers are Al 
Tobin and Lucille Wilkins, neither 


of whom sells much. 

Brighter spots are Red and Curley, 
fast hoofing act. Whirlwind stuff 
manages to hold some audience at- 
tention. The Beachcombers (2) are 
a novelty team with plenty hot pan- 
tomime material, telling the story of 
a beachcomber making a play for a 


native dancing girl le winds up 
killing her But in between the 
routine gets torrid. 

Leonard Read m.c.s. and_ holds 
himself down to absolute minimum 
of wordage in his introes. 

Miss Fitzgerald works hard 


throughout. both with the band and 
in the show. As ever, a smooth jive 
warbler with a full-bodied voice and 
a great sense of delivery. 
Orchestra’s continuous blasting is 


death on the eardrums, especially in 


a low-ceilinged nitery such as this. 

Physical atmosphere of the cafe 
remains the same. However, some 
of those prices are not quite in keep- 
ing with the present budgetary 
tempo. Food prices are okay, but 
the tariff for drinks, both alcoholic 
and non-alky, are pretty steep in 


/comparison with rates in other spots. 


Gold. 


Young to Pay Harris 


$7,500 in Installments 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 
An out-of-court settlement was 
made in Jed Harris’ $7,500 suit 
against Felix Young, operator of the 
Trocadero. 
Debt will be paid in installments. 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS | 
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Managers Now Want Dramatists 
Guild to Revise Its Rules Qn 


Valuable Amateur Rights Gravy 


4 


While the picture interests and the 
Dramatists Guild are dickering over 
a new deal whereby Hollywood will 
again finance Broadway production, 
the managers remain on the side 
lines, but aim to obtain some revi- 
sions of the present provisions not 
relative to the film end. One of the 
points which the authors will be 
asked to change concerns the ama- 
teur rights of plays. 

Such rights, though not generally 
known, are more valuable than 
stock. There is a limited number of 
stock presentations compared to 
former times, but the possibilities 
of amateur showings are virtually 
limitless, there being thousands of 
little theatres, amateur groups and 
college players. Such groups are 
charged $100 and upward each time 
a play is shown. Manager and au- 
thor split 50-50, as with stock. 

Under the guild rules, the manager 
loses his share of the stock and am- 
ateur rights after three years from 
the date of the play’s closing, unless 
the show is used at least 75 times 
per year. Such showings must be 
in stock or revival. Managers con- 
tend that the amateur presentations 
should also be counted, arguing that 
it is unfair for the author to get all 
the Little Theatre gravy. That such 
rights are worth real coin is indi- 
cated by the fact that some play 
brokers have paid as high as $5,000 
in advance royalties for amateur 
rights of hits. 

Guild itself has an agency for the 
distribution of amateur or Little 
Theatre rights, being in direct com- 
petition with play brokers who 
can’t do anything about it. It pays 
no advance royalties, however. Au- 
thor has the say as to whether such 
rights be handled by the professional 
broker, or through the Guild’s 
agency. While the latter's efficiency 
is hardly questioned, producers have 
regarded the Guild's activities in the 
amateur rights field as extraneous. 

Strawhats Lucrative 

Summer rural showings are now 
the most lucrative in the stock field. 
Amateur and little theatre groups 
ere included in these, for some of 
the supposedly stock houses in the 
woods are frankly non-professional 
and there are any number of dra- 
matic schools as adjuncts. 

That showings in the summer 
stocks is not prejudicial to a play’s 

(Continued on page 42) 


Don’t Look Now, But Did 
Cordon Drop ‘Error’ Or 
Was It Ali a Mistake? 


Reason why Max Gordon sup- 
posedly started production of Clare 
Boothe’s ‘Margin for Error,’ based 
on the German-American bund, then 
abandoned the work, is puzzling to 
showmen. Before Aldrich & Myers 
secured the rights, script was offered 
another manager, who declined to 
consider production, but for an en- 
tirely different reason that may have 
caused Gordon to change his mind. 

Latter engaged Otto Preminger, 
the Viennese stager, and it was re- 
ported that casting had started when 
Gordon advised the authoress that 
he could not present her play. His 
explanation was that he was too 
much tied up in 
Warm for May.’ According to the 
manager's office, however, Gordon 
never agreed to do ‘Error.’ Stated 
that he engaged Peminger to stage 
‘The Happiest Man,’ which was 
dropped because the desired leads 


_ Were not available. 


There is som 2 speculation over the 
audience reaction that ‘Error’ will 
create. Play is a melodrama, but 
Miss Boothe’s plays are sometimes 
received in a manner which appar- 
ently surprises her. She is said to 
have been surprised when audiences 
laughed at passages in ‘The Women’ 
which she regarded as serious. Same 


thing applies to ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ From the subject matter 


of ‘Error’ that is not likely *o hap- 
pen. 
Miss Boothe, who is wed to Henry 


| union, 


| TMAT protests, Shubert telegraphed | 


| that 


SHUBERT-GALLO L’VILLE 
OPERETTAS 306 IN RED 


Scheduled arbitration of small 
claims by players in the open air 


operetta revivals during a short sea- 
son at Louisville, Ky., last summer, 
revealed that the venture went into 
the red for $30,000. It was this rea- 
son that the management advanced 
to counter the claims, which were 
for the final Sunday night per- 
formance, cancelled by rain. Man- 
agement contended it was an act of 
God, but Equity, for the players, 
argues that its people were kept over 
an additional day in Louisville and 
should at least get back whatever 
extra expense they incurred. 


Under the direction of J. J. Shu- 
bert and Fortune Gallo, the per- 
formances were given in Iroquois 
Park. Arrangement between the 
showmen and local sponsors stipu- 
lated that the former be guaran- 
teed against loss and it is understood 
the loss was defrayed by the park 
association, a civic group, and two 
Louisville newspapers, It was one of 
the few spots where open air op- 
erattas were tried this year. 


TMAT, 


TANGLE 
BOSTON 


Affairs of the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union 
were supposed to have quieted down 
when the producers signed the ex- 
tended basic agreement, after a 
strike threatened, but TMAT’s ju- 
risdiction outside of New York is 
questioned. Impasse resulted in 


Boston and it was reported it might | 


have delayed the date of ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ there. 

What was termed a ‘bitterly con- 
tested aftermath of the campaign’ to 
win the agreement with the League 


of New York Theatres and ‘particu. | 
came when J. J. | 


’ 


larly the Shuberts, 
Shubert sought to install a non- 
member of TMAT as manager of the 
Hub’s Plymouth. Showman’s choice 
for the post was 
reported employed at the house as 


‘maintenance man,’ said to mean the | 


janitor. 

TMAT objected on the 
that Koster does not belong to the 
that he had no previous ex- 
perience in house management and 
that there were TMAT people avail- 
able for the position. Following 


A. G. Munro, firm’s general repre- 
sentative in Boston. to appoint Alice 
McCarthy, who belongs to the union, 
as house manager. TMAT believes 
the Boston incident definitely 


establishes the 


| by TMAT over legit house managers 


rehearsing ‘Very | 


'and press agents outside of New 
| York. 

Gustave A. Gerber. counsel for | 
TMAT. and Joseph Grossman, a 


doubt 
| p.a.’s, house and company managers, | 
| but 


R. Luce, publisher, is slated to go> 


to Europe after ‘Error’ opens to act 
as war correspondent for Luce’s Time 
mag.. Her assignment is to seek the 
inside facts which have been care- 


agent, are in Cincinnati, 
seek clarification of 
from the Amer- 
There is 
over 


business 
where they will 
the union’s charter 
ican Federation of Labor. 
about jurisdiction 
some doubt about treasurers. 
Latter group recently withdrew from 
TMAT and obtained a charter from 
the International Alliance of Stage 
Employees (stagehands). 


Newcomer for ‘Children’ 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 

Patricia Waters, daughter of Pierre 
Power-Waters, 
for ‘My Dear Children,’ at the Sel- 
wyn, goes into the cast this week. 
She replaces Dorothy McGuire, who 
goes to New York for spot in swing 
version of ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.’ 

Miss Waters has been understudy 


fully censored from messages about | for ail four femme roles in the John 
the war on the Western front. 


Barrymore show. 


SKEERED? 


So Memphis Thinks When Woollcott 
Cancels Local Lecture 


Memphis, Oct. 3. 

Alexander Woollcott has called off 
a lecture date at the local Ellis Audi- 
torium and the town is wondering 
if Alec can’t take it. Seems Wooll- 
cott confused the Memphis auidto- 
rium with some barn in a Saturday 
Evening Post article about Katharine 
Cornell’s tours a couple of years 
back, referring to this swell local 
house as a ramshackle tabernacle, 
etc. Flood of protests brought a 
formal printed apology in the Post 
over Woollcott’s signature, but the 
razz still rankled. 

Recently Woollcott’s lecture agent 
offered him for a date Nov. 7 at) 
very auditorium he once rapped and | 
Col. Charlie McElravy, the manager, | 
grabbed the booking. Subsequently | 
he was informed that Woollcott had 
decided he wouldn't be able to get | 
Memphis into the itinerary. 


Italy Won't Let 
Singers Sail; 


Jazzes U.S. Cos. 


The Italian government has appar- 
ently refused to allow its principal 
opera singers, who are non-residents 
of this country, to sing in America. 
The result has been to throw the San 
Francisco and Los: Angeles Opera 
seasons into confusion, and possibly 
collapse. The first named season was 
due to begin Oct. 13 with ‘Manon, 
with Tito Schipa, Mafalda Favero 
and Salvatore Baccolini featured. 
Only the tenor, Schipa, is in U. S. 

Gaetano Merola, impresario, has 
been wiring, cabling and phoning 
Italy without avail. With the close 
of the San Francisco season, a week 
of opera in Los Angeles was to be 
presented, followed with a Chicago 
season. 


soprano of the Metropolitan, Favero, 
lyric soprano, Galliano Masini, lyric 
tenor; Carlo Tagilabue, one of the 
leading baritones; Ebe Stignani, one 
of the world’s greatest contraltos; 
Alessandro Ziliani, principal lyric 
tenor of La Scala; Alessio De Paolis, 
comic tenor; Salvatore’ Baccolini, 
comic bass; and Lina Aimero, one of 
Italy’s principal coloraturas, 

Only Giovanni Martinelli, now an 
American citizen, and Ezio Pinza, 
were allowed to come, and they, be- 
cause they have been coming here 
for more than a score of years, and 
would not be of a fighting age. 

Intervention through the Italian 


William Koster, | 


grounds | 


right to jurisdiction | 
Waives Bond to Co-op Group Utilizing FTP Players; 
| 

15 Weeks Maybe Assured 


consul and the State Dept. have been 


made without avail. The Metro-| 
politan Opera Co. N. Y., professes 
no anxiety at the moment, as the 


| possibility exists that restrictions 
| may be let down. 

| But with only one sailing left on 
the Rex and the Conte di Savoia, it 
is understood that the N. Y. company 
plans decisive action this week, to 
determine whether its stars are to 
be made available or not. 


Equity Conce 


Despite its attitude in opposition 


| to co-operative stage ventures and 
the strict requirement that salarie 
must be guaranteed by surety bonds 
or cash, Equity has granted a con- 


cession to ‘Speak of the Devil,’ due 
| to open Friday (6) the Barbizon Plaza 
| (hotel) N. Y. Attraction was slated | 
lfor the Ritz but there was a dis- | 
agreement over terms for the house. 

One point that caused the council 
| to waive the salary bond rule was 


| the assertion by the show manage- | 
| ment that it has a ticket selling or- | 
| ganization that virtually assures the | 
company manager | 


date to extend 15 weeks. Ticket pro- 
motion department is said to be the 
same that operated for WPA’s attrac- 
tions at the Adelphi, N. Y. Many 
theatre parties were booked there, 
especially during the showing of 
‘One Third of a Nation’ and ‘It Can’t 
Happen Here.’ 

Players in the setup are reported 
to have emanated from the Federal 


Hollywood Speeding Legit Deal: 
WB Reported Behind Geo. Abbott, 


Brokers Also 


Mull Show Backing 


LEAGUE ASKS BLANKET 
MUSICIAN DEAL IN N. Y. 


Blanket contract for pit bands in 
all its member houses is. being 
sought by the League of New York 
Theatres with Local 802, American 
Federation of Musicians. Previous 
termers with individual houses ex- 
pired on Sept. 1, but operation con- 
tinues under their provisions while 


The authors and representatives of 
major film companies continue to 
talk it over in the expectation of 
completing the pact that will bring 
Hollywood financing back to legit 
production. There was a meeting at 
the Dramatists Guild quarters Fri- 
day (29) and again Monday (2), 
Stated that progress was made, with 
the factions coming to agreement on 
some of the points that have been 
holding up the deal. Film end is 
known to be trying to speed nego- 
tiations. 

Over the weekend it was reported 


negotiations are in progress. 

Hitch in progress of new deal lies 
in demand of Local 802 that if it inks 
a blanket pact the League assume 
responsibility for its individual mem- 
bers. Theatre operators’ organiza- 
tion refuses to take upon itself such 
liability. 

Practically all other terms of the 
contract are agreed upon, in most 
cases being the same as last year’s. 


TAXATION MAY 
HALT DUCAT 
CHISEL 


| has been queried as to the admis- 
| sions tax liability on theatre passes 
|which are sold, as a prelude in a 
| move to stamp out the practice. At 
ithe New York tax headquarters, it 


Among the more prominent artists | was stated that a ruling would be} 
who apparently will not be available | secured from Washington, but it is | 
are Maria Caniglia, leading dramatic | likely that the same interpretation | 


as previously made will apply. 

| Several seasons ago certain legit 
| theatres collected a ‘service charge’ 
of 40c per head on passes. Tax de- 
|}partment declared it was an im- 
| proper levy, ruling the collection to 
| actually be an admission charge and 
|thereupon demanded 10 per cent of 
the face value of the tickets. That 


|meant 30c apiece and the theatres | 


|stopped collecting on passes. Al- 
leged there are around a dozen per- 
isons selling passes obtained in vari- 
ous ways, usually getting $1 a pair, | 
to the annoyance of managers and 
| ticket agencies. 

Present interpretation of the ad- 
missions law is that passes for 
straight plays are not taxable, but 
a levy is supposed to be applied for 
musicals. It is believed that a mis- 
take was made in Washington, since | 
| it would appear that passes for musi- | 
cal comedies would also not be tax- 


able, since such attractions have a 
running story. Figured that the real 
intent of the regulation was to 
exempt the legit, though not other 


forms of admission. 


des to Devil 


Theatre Project, another reason why 
Equity granted the concession. In- 
cluded is Robert Breen, known in 
Chicago show circles, who will play 
Mephistopheles, play being a version 
of ‘Faust.’ While the players will 


share possible profits after expenses 
are paid, players must receive $40 
weekly, the Equity minimum. 
Wilva Davis, formerly on the 
stage, is the general manager of the 
‘Devil’ outfit. Show was seen at the 
| Bayes last season, several special 
performances being played. Regular 
showing was slated for the same 
spot, but the management decided 
‘Devil’ has a better chance away 
from the roof theatre. Venture is 
regarded to be experimental and, if 
successful, may provide the basis for 
Equity solving the problem connect- 
with most of such projects. 
| Drama, plus a choral’ group, will 

have incidental music composed by 
| Leonard de Paur. Outfit calls itself 
| the Everyman Theatre. 


The Internal Revenue Department | 


duce 


that at least one leading picture firm 
had declared the gentlemen’s agree- 
ment to lay off Broadway was over. 
| Warners is reported to have entered 
jinto blanket backing arrangement 
'with George Abbott, with whom 
|they have been most successful in 
legit presentations. Indicated they 
; are in on ‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore, 
N. Y., and ‘Too Many Girls,’ an Ab- 
bott musical highly regarded out of 
town. Spokesman for the firm, how- 
ever, said ‘we deny it,’ ‘won't con- 
firm reports’ and ‘we have nothing to 
|say.’ Reported, too, that Warners 
|will finance ‘The Outward Room! 
(tentative title) for Sidney Kingsley. 
Firm is also financing ‘The Woman 
Brown,’ Margaret Hewes being the 
ostensible presenter. 
Brokers Interested 

With the best season in years pre- 
dicted on the basis of the upward 
boxoffice climb during September, 
further reports are that ticket agency 
heads may be interested in partici- 
pating in backing shows. Indepen- 
dent brokers are mentioned having 

(Continued on page 44) 


ABBOTT MUSICAL RUNS 
INTO EQUITY TROUBLE 


| Trouble threatened to interfere 
with the opening of ‘Too Many Girls,” 
the George Abbott musical, which 
had it first out-of-town date in New 
Haven last Thursday (28) and is 
now in Boston. Equity objected to 
the placement of Diosa Costello in 
the cast because her agent, General 
| Amusement Corp., is not recognized 
by the association as legit casters. 
GAC has been agenting Miss Costello 
for other show biz work right along. 
Although it was decided not to 


hamper the out-of-town showings. 
Equity seeks to obtain a _ release 
from the agent of Miss Costello’s 


contract and it is understood she has 
been advised not to pay commicesions. 
Expected that the matter will be ad- 
justed before ‘Girls’ opens on Broad- 
way at the Imperial Oct. 18. 

Flock of New Yorkers were on 
hand for the New Haven debut, re- 
ports on the show's chances being 
distinctly favorable, with strength of 
the score generally conceded. 


| Burr Not In On | ‘Coin’ . 


With Larry Schwab 


First announcements 
‘Nice Goin’,’ musical version of 
‘Sailor Beware,’ were to the effect 
that Laurence Schwab would pro- 
the show in association with 
Courtney Burr. Latter, however. is 
not in the managerial setup and 
stated that he will not be interested, 
Schwab operating on own. 
is aimed for the 46th Street, 
Schwah & rae ] 
clicked, notably ‘Good News’ 
and ‘Follow Through.’ 


concerning 


‘Goin’’ 
where several 


how 


Burr’s activities as a producer 
have been sporadic. His only real 
success .was ‘Sailor,’ which had 


financial trouble prior to debut. then 
went on to clean up. Latter nart of 
the run tapered off so sharply that 
Burr defaulted on royalties and the 
rights reverted to Kenyon Nicholson 
,;and Charles Robinson, the authors. 
They will participate in the book 
royalties of the musical version, 
though the actual adaptation was 
made by Schwab. 

| Paramount paid a high price for 
the film rights, but Hollywood could 
do little with the script. After the 
scenario was worked on by an un- 
known number of writers, ‘Sailor’ 
emerged in celluloid plenty sapo- 
lioed, but was a flop. Original title 
of the play was ‘Fit as a Fiddle.’ 
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Change in Equity’s Rules on Agcy. 
Commish Now Appears Certain 


Equity council started threshing) Wagner in Dutch With 
out thoroughly the casting agency Henk Noort, Dutch Tenor 


le eek 
situation at its onctiaghe Ry od Henk Noort, Dutch concert tenor, 
1e Ss xivel | 
‘filed a N. Y. federal court suit | 


nsideration at the member- 
come gamelan Friday (29) against Management | 


ship meeting Friday (29), there were, piel ie 
developments during the discussion , Charles L. Wagner, ine. tor $5,600 
between councillors. That changes for of contract. Suit claims 
in the agency rules will be made that the tenor and the defendant 
s@em certain now and re signed an agreement on Nov. 20, 
sought by the casters are expected to 
on granted in part. Whether the 1937, calling for the plaintiff's en 
condition that permits the indicated sagement for six weeks starting not 
discrimination will be improved re- later than Oct. 15, 1938, at $850 
mains to be seen. ‘weekly for a concert tour of the 
There are at 

for every job, but that is only an, U. S. and Canada. 

agtimate. based on the fact that; The claims that after his, 
Equity’s approximate total of paid up | arrival here the management agency | 
members is 2,100 egy andi refused to go through with the 

now engaged or will be in legit. | as greement or to pay his expenses 

The pro and con factors in Equity | 
aceatly vary the figures and per- | 
centages, but there is no doubt that Beebe, Top Hat, Tails 
the preponderant number of Equity- 


ites are out of jobs for most of " ’N’ All, to Cail Plays 


breach 


least three actors 


tenor 


season, Many unable to pay dues are 
not counted in the estimates. 

On Radio Via WOR, N.Y. 
issi %. <An-} 


Opinion in the council is divided | 
into three classifications. One is to, 

on the grounds that that much is , on the N. Y. Herald Tribune, is going 
usually paid anyway. Thirdly, a on the air as play reviewer for WOR, 


new plan is suggested, it being _ Bide Dudley, who broad- | 


fatter proponents cast five- minute coverage of new 


actor more salary, he is entitled to after having had the same assign- 
more commish. ;ment with WMCA. Dudley is no 
Similar to Royalty System ‘longer connected with WOR. In ad- 


That idea is quite similar to the) gition to the air reviews cn plays, he | 


royalty system used for authors, | 
who get 5% up to $5,000 gross, 
72% up to $7,500 or $10,000 in tak- | 
ings, and 10% on all above the latter 
level. Some dramatists command 
higher percentages and imported 
plays sometimes call for royalties 
that reach to 15%. At that level few 
shows can successfully operate, un- 
less the gross is in the higher brack- 
ets. 

Point brought up when it was sug- 
gested that the tilt be made 


,also had programs of stage comment, 
| personalities and interviews on an 
average of twice weekly. 


The Beebe debut was to have been 
his opinion of ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ 
at the Musie Box, N. Y., next Tues- 
day (10). With that attraction 
buck until Oct. 16, he will probably | 
sound off with ‘Skylark,’ which pre- 
mieres at the Morosco Wednesday | 
a (11). The Kaufman and Hart ‘Din- 


straight 10% was the question ner comedy is highly touted from 
whether actors would not stil! con- | Boston, but Sam H. Harris agreed 


with the authors that further changes 


tinue to slip the agent additional -- 
ne 


coin. It was felt, however, that) it third act would enhance its 
there is a limit to the amount the Broadway chances. Producer, who 
| rarely makes prognostications anent 


actor can pay. 

The agency fee matter was also 
reserved for further consideration 
becatse it was felt that there should | 
be conformity in the percentage Beebe’s 
paid, whether for picture jobs, radio trial broadcast. He is slated to be 
or legit. Well known that in place- | second string reviewer for the Trib, 
ments for radio and pictures, the fee what with the withdrawal of Herbert 
to agents has been 10% right along. Drake, who is handling the affairs of 
For that reason it is now generally | tthe Mercury Theatre. 
accepted that Equity will adopt that 


the Associated Actors and Artistes ot FROHMAN SETTLES 
HIS WILLISON PACT 


his own presentations, has tabbed it 


a hit. 


air appearance is to be a 


America decide on an eersete | 
scheme for commissions. 

Indications are that the diehards, | 
who have insisted that the present | 


5% be retained, will be out-voted.| syit of Daniel Frohman against 
That there will be uniformity in the! parbara Willison, also known as 
payment of commissions looks to be Margaret-Louise Simpson, was dis- | 


a certainty, for the rules will then 
be more easily enforceable. Be- 
lieved that the new element in the 
council will count when the agency 
matter is finally determined, for, 
there is no doubt among those in the ! 


continued in N. Y. supreme court 
Friday (29) and settled out of court. 
Settlement involved the release by | 
both parties of a contract whereby 
Miss Willison was to have repre- 
sented Frohman 


which was dated to open | 


set | 


Understood from WOR offices that | 


in several deals— | 


Stage- Struck Shubert 


Lee Shubert ARE to a cou- 
ple of visitors last week that he 


| has a seeret yen to be a song 
and dance man. When _ they 
called at his office the manager 
enacted bits from ‘The Straw 

| Hat Revue,’ which he and Harry 

| Kaufman opened at the Am- 

| bassador, N. Y., Friday (29). 

| Callers declined to pass judg- 


Shubert’s ability as a 
nor on his hooftng. 


ment on 


warbler, 


Co-Star Soph Tucker 
In ‘Me’ on Road; 
Special Deal Denied 


Sophie Tucker will be co-starred 
with William Gaxton and _ Victor 
| Moore when ‘Leave It to Me’ starts 
on tour in Philadelphia Oct. 16. Dur- 
‘ing the run at the Imperial, N. Y., 
{and the short resumed engagement, 
the last of the ‘red hot mamas’ was 
. | first feature, billed over Tamara. 
| Though Miss Tucker was in a num- 
| ber of revues as a specialist, ‘Me’ is 
(her first straight musical comedy 
; success. 

There were reports concerning the 
deal she made with Vinton Freedley, 
the show’s producer, in consideration 
in the starring assignment, one be- 
| ing that Miss Tucker agreed to re- 
j turn transportation costs and pay 
‘salaries in the event that union 
| trouble caused the show to fold out 
of town. Manager's office denied 
there was any basis to the yarn. 
that Miss Tucker has a 
straight run of the play contract 
| without stipulations. She will be 
| billed between the two comedians, 
ad matter reading, Gaxton, Miss 
Tucker and Moore. 

Resumed engagement at the Im- 
| perial was curtailed because it was 
felt that the book, with its interna- 
tional political references, should be 
revised. Fquity assented to a 
month's lay-off prior to the tour's 
start, management, however, being 
required to pay the usual rehearsal 
coin. 


' Stated 


RAH- RAH ACTORS LAND 
B’WAY AND FILM JOBS 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 
Several recent graduates of Car- 
jnegie Tech drama_ school have 


jlanded roles in new Broadway shows 
{this season, first time local institu- 
ition has been so well represented in 
an acting way. Thelma Schnee, who 
played Nina with the Lunts in ‘Sea 
'Gull’ on tour last year, goes into 
Sidney Kingsley’s ‘Out ward Room’ 
and Mary Cheffey, formerly with 
George Abbott stock company, is set} 
ifor a spot in William Saroyan’s ‘Time 
of Your Life.’ 

J. Arthur Kennedy, also a Tech 
jalumnus, will do the juvenile lead 
in late Sidney Howard’s ‘Madame, 
Will You Walk’ City’s other college 
| dramatic school at Duquesne U. con- 
|tributed only local winner in 
L. Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ 
auditions here last week. She was 
| Sally wena a junior. Runner-up 
| was Peggy Nelson, of U. of Pitlts- 

burgh P layers 


| 


Jesse 


Shows in Rehearsal 


know that the rules as now con-) literary, radio, ete.—involving his 
stituted are not working out to the life's work. The defendant was'| 
benefit of players. ' charged with having secured the 


| producer’s signature to 
calling for more powers 
| wanted to grant her. 


than he 


ATS Sales in Wash. 


Ah d f y . 'have Miss Willison continue in a 

ea 0 Last ear; | smaller capacity, she preferred to| 

, break the contract, and was paid her | 

Clare Boothe Play Set legal fees and expenses by the plain- 
tiff. 


Washington, Oct.3. | 

Cap’s legit season opened yester- Shuberts 
day (Tuesday) with Lunt and Fon- | 
tanne heading their new roadshow 
company in ‘Taming of the Shrew’ 
at National, again sole local outpost | 
of the drama. Show also starts | 
American Theater Society season, N- Y- 


Sue Over 
Use of Tag) 


Lee and Jacob J. Shubert filed a| 


subscriptions being well ahead of | “ay (22) against the Samin Amus. | 


last year and upper floors sold out | Co., Inc., charging the unauthorized 
for entire week. | use of the name ‘Shubert’ and ‘Fol- 
Helen Hayes comes back to her | lies’ in the latter's Brooklyn Shubert | 
home town next week (9) in ‘Ladies | Follies theatre. 
and Gentlemen’, with Philip Meri-| The Shubert’s claim is 
vale as male lead. Show is due to acquired use of the name ‘Ziegfield 
go to New York immediately after | Follies’ in 1933, along with Hillie 
local stop. Burke Ziegfeld, and the public will 
Town's third week, blank in orig-| be deceived into believing that the 
inal lineup, will see Clare Boothe’s | Brooklyn theatre is putting on one 


new one, ‘Margin for Error,’ with | of their shows. 
Bert Lytell, Sam Levene, Gimbal An injunction and $250,000 dam- 
Fletcher and Lief Erickson. ages are sought. 


a contract | 


Although Frohman was willing to | 


supreme court action Wednes- | 


that they. 


‘Key Largo’—Playwrights 

‘Dubarry Was Lady’—Buddy 
De Sylvia 

‘Summer Night’ (Saturday 
Night’ )—Louis E. Gensler. 

‘The Possessead’—Chekhov The- 
atre. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (road)—Vin- 


ton Freedley. 
-Laurence Schwab. 
Warm for May’— Max 


| ‘Nice Goin’ ’ 
‘Very 
Gordon. 

‘Farm of Three Echoes’—Ar- 
thur Hopkins, Victor Payne-Jen- 
nings. 

‘Tobacco Poad’ (number three. 
| road )—Harry Oshrin. 

‘Margin for Error’—Aldrich & 

Myers. 

‘Three Sisters’—Surry Players. 


‘Time of Your Life’—Theatre 
Guild, Eddie Dowling. 


‘Outward Bound (road)—Wil- 
| liam A. Brady. 
| ‘The Master Builder,’ ‘Hedda 
Gabler,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time’ (voad)—Legitimate 
Theatre Corp. 


| similarly at the Belasco last season. 


| Seale for ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden, N. Y., 


Inside Stufl—Legit 
Willie Harris, regarded as a fixture at the Henry Miller theatre, N. ¥.. 
will not be in that boxoffice this season. Change in the ticket 
with Harry Wardell also replaced, was a surprise on Broadway, 
being one of the best informed treasurers, also being popular 
circles. House is operated bv 


staff, 
Harris 
in agency 
iilbert Miller, who has no production of 
his own definitely slated for the house. Another producer, Brock 
Pemberton, used the theatre last season (Kiss the Boys Goodbye’), 
Frankie Frayer is reported the new Miller treasurer. : 

| Richard (Dick) Moon, who was moved out of the Morosco of which 
| he was treasurer for several years, will be in charge at the Mansfield, 
| also a Shubert-operated theatre. Lillian Peabody, who was at the Barry- 
| more, goes to the Majestic, replacing Al Hildreth, who switched into the 
Longacre. Adelphi, which relighted with ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ Monday 
| (2), has Irving Kayser and Max Segar in the b.o., they having been teamed 
Willie Snyder is the house manager, 


was tilted from $3.30 


| to $4.40 for the Wednesday and Thursday (4-5) night performances because 
, of increased demand for tickets by visitors in town for the world’s series. 


First two games will be played at the Yankee Stadium on those dates 
unless rain should cause cancellation, and it is figured that the ball fans 
will entrain for Cincinnati on Thursday, so the boost appears to be 
incorrectly dated. ‘Hell's’ top for Saturday night was $4.40 throughout 
last winter. 

Cincinnati is jammed with visitors now because of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor convention. Reported there is no hotel rooms available 
even for the Yankee ball players, who may have to sleep on cots. Three 
games are scheduled there on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, contests 
reverting to New York next Wednesday (11) if the series gues beyond 


| five games. 


Formerly several of New York's drama critics drew attention to their 
notices through the coinage of caustic and often humorous phrases anent 
shows which they did not like. Present crop of reviewers does not often 
indulge themselves that way. However, Richard Watts, Jr., first- -stringer 
for the N. Y. Herald Tribune, covered the opening of Maurice Schwartz's 
‘Salvation’ at the Yiddish Art Theatre last week and humorously com- 
mented on his difficulty in identifying the characters because all the actors’ 
faces were screened with long beards. Critic suggested that Schwartz put 
numbers on their backs, like the players In football games. 

a was one of the few first string reviews who caught the Yiddish 
play. 

Fourteen hard- of-hearing devices which Bill Blair installed at his Jegit 
Hanna, Cleveland, for reopening last week gave deaf playgoers a hot earful 
of unexpected sound. After second act of Ruth Chatterton’s ‘Tonight We 


| 


| proven during several past hot pe- 
| riods. 


Dance’ all the set-users came in with beefs. 

Just when Chatterton began talking in the big bedroom scene, they 
complained, a noisy police broadcast about two robbers came through the 
headphones. Engineer then discovered that the wired apparatus wag 
picking up every police short-wave call in the territory. Amplifying out- 
fit had to be shielded and sealed to stop interference. Customers were 
placated when Blair gave them passes and promises of no more radio 
sideshows. 

Last season Robert Burton stage-managed Gertrude Lawrence’s show, 
‘Susan and God.’ This year he’s one of her supporting players in ‘Skylark,’ 
the new Samson Raphaelson comedy. Cast remains practically same, with 
couple of exceptions, as it was when play first tried out in Boston last 
March. Lee Patrick is out, Vivian Vance having replaced her, and Ger- 
trude Bryan is also new. Miss Vance will be making her Broadway debut 
in a straight play, having come up from musical comedy, het last show 
being ‘Hooray for What’ with Ed Wynn. Last season she toured in ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ in the Benay Venuta part and turned down the same 
role this year to do the Lawrence pce. 


The non-professional plavers in ‘The Straw Hat Revue.’ which ypened at 
the Ambassador, N. Y., Friday (29), have been appearing In summer shows 
at Camp Tanient, Bushkill, Pa. Spot is a sort of offshoot of the Rand 
School, which is regarded as headquarters for Socialistic activities in New 
York. 

Camp has its own post office. It was founded 20 years ago by the 
mother-in-law of Upton Sinclair. Claimed that it is the only summer eamp 
of its kind that has been financially successful, having paid off $600,000 in 
bonds, which were floated during the formative seasons. 


There are two John Wilkes Booth plays in the offing, but only one new 


drama about Lincoln, which is still known ag ‘Death, Mr. President.” The 
plays with Booth as the central character are ‘The Man Who Killed 
Lincoln’ and ‘The Audacious Mr, Booth,’ latter having been tried out 


during the summer at Woodstock, N. Y. 

That script was written by George Ford, a descendent of the showman 
who conducted Ford’s theatre, ‘Washington, where Lincoln was martyred. 
trans the staff of John Golden and has 
been assigned to the advance for the tour of the number one ’Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ though Bill Fields is handling Boston, the first road stand 

Last season Pollock was ahead of ‘Susan and God’ Golden has no 
specific production plans other than ‘Skylark,’ which debuts at the 
Morosco, N. Y., next week. 


John Pollock has withdrawn 


| BR. OVER BALLET 


Dramatists Guild 


Continued from page 41 


| $30 Rehearsal Fees Panics Plastic 


Toe Terpers 


bee 
New ballet, 


Mordkin group, began hiring 50 ter 


professional showings has 


outgrowth of the 


Case in point is ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ incorrectly reported as 
having cancelled its tour, which is 
slated to reopen on Broadway for 
limited showings prior to road-show- 
ing. Amateur rights to ‘Kiss,’ which 
was among the most popular shows 
in the strawhats, were sold to a 
Pittsburgh little theatre group, which 
promptly prepared to put the show 
on. Brock Pemberton, who pro- 
duced the Clare Boothe comedy, im- 
mediately protested and it was dis- 
covered that the agency made an 
error in okaying the date. Manager 
had restricted certain territory be- 
cause of the ‘Kiss’ tour, Pittsburgh 
being included, and the amateurs 
will be required to postpone their 
showing of the play until after the 
professional showing is over. 

‘Kiss’ played a stock date at the 
‘Adams’ (formerly Shubert) in New- 


ers last week, creating a minor temp- 
est among its competitors by offering 
a guarantee of 12 weeks of rehearsal 
at $10 a week more than the stand- 
ard figure set by the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. 

Organization, to be known as Bal- 
let Theatre and operated by the Ad- 
vanced Art Ballet Co., a sort of 
holding company which operated the 
Mordkin crew last year, is paying a 
minimum of $30 a week for rehear- 
sals. All other ballets follow AGMA 
rules, paying $20 a week for the first 
six weeks, and half salary after that. 

Group will open a season in New 
York on Jan, 4 or 5. Directing are 
Alexander Kahn and Richard Pleas- 
ant, with Rudolf Orthwine, New 


ark last week, playing to capacity 
most of the week at $1.10 top. Com- 
pany had several of the original 
cast, including Helen Claire, who 


will troupe with the road company. 


York stationer and publisher, presi- 
dent of the operating group, and un- 
derstood to be at least partially re- 
sponsible for the current financial 
affluence. 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
— 
f | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
_ | 
| | 
| | 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


_LEGITIMATE G 


Dinner Opens to Strong $14,000 


VARIETY 


In Boston; Strong Crop of Arrivals 


Boston, Oct. 3. 

‘No Time for Comedy’, with Kath- 
arine Cornell, and “Too Many Girls’, 
new Rodgers and Hart musical, 
opened here last night (Monday). 
‘Man Who Came io Dinner’, Kauf- 
man and Hart comedy, built up dur- 
ing the first week here and will re- 
main for at least one more frame. 
Although labeled a hit by local re- 
viewers, the authors took the hint 
that some of the third act could be 
touched up. By Thursday matinee 
(28) they had revised the weak spot, 
inserted new material and by week's 
end the show was in better shape. 


Showgoers will have a rich field 
to pick from during this month and 
next with road companies of past 
season Broadway hits and tryouts 
of new plays and musicals. All look 
very good on paper at this stage. 

‘The Time of Your Life’, by Wil- 
liam Saroyan, starring Eddie Dowl- 
ing and Julie Haydon, is dated for 
a preem Monday (9) as the first 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre So- 
ciety presentation. ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ is slated for three weeks, 
starting Oct. 16. These are dated 
Oct. 23: ‘Nice Goin’, new musical 
by Ralph Rainger, Leo Robin and 
Laurence Schwab, and starring Bert 
Wheeler and Mary Martin; ‘Abe 
Lineoln in Illinois’, with Raymond 
Massey, and ‘Outward Bound’, with 
Laurette Tavlor. 

‘Very Warm for Mary’, new 
Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein, 
38d, musical, and ‘Hot Mikado’, with 
Bill Robinson are listed for Oct. 30. 
The November slate includes the fol- 
lowing tryouts: ‘Mornings at Seven’, 
Paul Osborne play presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman (6); ‘Key 
Largo’, Maxwell Anderson piece, 
starring Paul Muni, and ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’, musical 
Cole Porter, B. G. DeSylva and Her- 
bert Fields, co-starring Ethel Mer- 
man and Bert Lahr—both dated Nov. 
13, and ‘Madam, Will You Walk’, by 
the late Sidney Howard. Tentative 
November's bookings are ‘Gas Light’, 
Patrick Hamilton play, tried in the 
summer theatres and in London, and 


‘The Gibson Girls’, new Shubert mu- | 


sical with Simone Simon listed as 
the star. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Man Whe Came tv Dinner’, 
Plymouth (Ist week) 
Looking like a smash hit opening 
night, improvements were made dur- 


ing the initial tryout week. Word- 
of-mouth on this one tremendous. 
Biz built to dandy $14,000, with 


every promise in advance sales for 
a bigger second stanza. 


‘ANGEL’ SOCKO 156 
IN MONTREAL WEEK 


Montreal, Oct. 3. 
Heavy advertising campaign, fol- 
lowed by excellent reviews, whooped 
up interest in ‘I Married an Angel’ 
at His Majesty's last week. 
Estimate for Last Week 


Married an Angel,’ His Majesty's | 


(1,600; 75c-$3). 
man Co. presenting 


Dwight Deere Wi- 
Dennis King, 


Vivienne Segal and Isabella Kimpal ; 


for six nights and two mats, got off 
on right foot and finished with socko 
$15,000. 


‘Steed’ Pulls Trigger 


On Okay Balto Season 


Baltimore, Oct. 3. 

‘The White Sieed,’ currently at 
Ford's, opened the newly inaugu- 
rated Guild subscription season here 
with 3.300 subscribers on the books 
at curtain time. Six-week layout 
will bring the Lunts in ‘The Taming 
of the Shrew. Oct. 23, and promises 
‘The Philadelphia Story’ and a new 
Ethel Barrymore play as part of its 
repertory. 

Town's legit lineup, which looks 
considerably brighter than offerings 
of season's past, lists Maurice Evans 
in ‘Hamlet. Oct. 3, and Edward 
Everett Horton in ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ for a half-week beginning 
Oct. 19, both at Ford's. Pre-Broad- 
Way trial of ‘Life With Father,’ by 
Clarence Day, set here for week of 
Oct. 30, but whether preem will be 
unfolded at Ford's or indie 
booked Maryland has yet to be def- 
initely determined, both theatres 
currently announcing the attraction. 


Single performances of the ‘Mi- | 


kado’ and ‘Pinafore’ by the New 


York Light Opera Co., with Ruth 
Altman, John Cherry, Detmar Pop- 
pen and Charles Gallagher included 
in the cast. skedded 
land Oct. 16-11. 


for the Mary- 


comedy by | 


(1,480; $2.75). | 


‘ROAD’ HEFTY $6,000 
IN K. C.’S LEGIT DEBUT 


Kansas City, Oct. 3. 

‘Tobacco Road’ opened legit sea- 
son here with three-day stand last 
Thursday (28), running through Sat- 
urday (30). Play enjoyed sizable 
advance sale, although it is the fifth 
time it has hit town. 

Ticket saie at a top of $1.65, was 
in excess of $6,000, preity hefty. 


$14,000, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 3. 


Legit season here got off to a nice 
start last week at the Nixon with 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark.’ 
Notices were generally favorable, 
with only one dissenting vote. The 
Nixon has ‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 
current. 

It looks like a good season, with 
the Nixon already booked solidly 
until end of November. ‘White 
Steed’ opens American Theatre So- 
ciety series Monday (9), with ‘Ham- 
let,, ‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ ‘Leave 
It to Me’ and ‘Abe Lincoln in IIl- 
inois’ slated to follow. 

Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Skylark,’ Nixon (2,100: $2.75). 
| New Gertrude Lawrence show ac- 
'counted for better than $14,000, very 
good. Although under take of the 
|star’s ‘Susan and God’ last season, 
| that figure’s excellent considering 
| fact that show’s just trying out and 
town seldom goes for untested works. 


LEGION CONVENSH HITS 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Legion convention takes the rap 
| for pulling the John Barrymore 
| show, ‘My Dear Children,’ below the 
| five-figure mark at the Selwyn. And 
| from now on the show will have to 
face stiff opposition as other legit 
| theatres relight. 
‘Mamba’'s Daughters’ got away at 
| the Grand last night (Monday) and 
| indicates a satisfactory gallop here. 
Next Monday (9) the Harris will 
}open for the season with the Ruth 
|Chatterton starrer, ‘Tonight We 
| Dance.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (20th 
| week) (1,000: $275). Under $10,000 
last week, with the blame nlaced on 
| the Legion jam which kept the legit 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 1) 


‘Hamlet? (Maurice Evans-Mady 
Christians), Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘l Married an Angel,’ Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 
Hayes), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Grand, Chi- 
cago. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell), Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Skylark’ ‘(Gertrude Lawrence), 
Hanna, Cleveland (1-3); Erlanger, 
Buffalo (5-7). 

‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Lunt- 
Fontanne), National, Washington. 

‘The Man Whe Came te Dinner,’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 
Louis. 

‘Tonight We Dance’ 
terton), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Toe Many Girls’ (Marcy Wescott- 
Mary Jane Walsh-Hal Leroy), Shu- 
bert, Boston. 

‘White Steed,’ Ford's, Baltimore. 


HAYES FINALES 
PHILLY DATE 
WITH 28146 


Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 
Philadelphia’s first legit show of 
_the season has come and gone, leav- 
| ing everything on the black side of 
the ledgers. ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men,’ the Helen Hayes-Philip Meri- 
vale comedy, wound up two note- 
worthy weeks at the Forrest Satur- 


(Helen 


American, St. 


(Ruth Chat- 


| night. 


day night (30). 

Second offering of the 1939-40 
| schedule bowed at the Forrest last 
| night (Monday). It was 
| Evans’ untrimmed ‘Hamlet.’ 
| delphia Forum had the house open- 
| ing evening and repeats again to- 
Sale is good, upstairs getting 


ithe play. Top is $2.85 for the mara- 


‘CHILDREN’ IN CHI 106 | thon Shakespeare tragedy. 
| Starts its 


The Forrest darkens for one week, 
(9). The Locust 


season same night with 


! ‘Outward Bound’ revival, first of the 


| 
| 
| 


American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion offerings. Only booking of- 
ficially added to list of coming plays 


lis ‘Kiss the Bovs Goodbye,’ which 


| subscription), 


comes to the Locust Nov. 6 (not on 
leaving a two-week 


hiatus for this house which, how- 


jever, is reliably reported as sure to 


| be filled. 
; booking but figured unlikely to get 


! 


patrons out of the downtown sector. | 


‘Road’s’ 6th Trip to St. L. 
Preems °39-40 Season 


St. Louis, Oct. 3. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ back for the sixth 
time, pried off the 1939-40 legit sea- 
ison at the American theatre, this 
|burg’s only legit house, Sunday (1). 
| With an increased membership of 


| the Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., al 


| group organized to assure success of 
all legit hitting this town, a 
good season is looked for. 
| The first of subscription 
fall within the 


shows 


plavs to 
scope of the Play- 
goers is ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Oct. 
23. Other pieces booked for local 
showing are ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ ‘I 
| Married An Angel,’ “The White 
Steed.’ ‘Hamlet.’ ‘No Time for Com- 


l edy,’ ‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge.’ 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ ‘Leave It 
ito Me.” ‘Outward Bound,’ ‘The Hot 
Mikado.’ ‘The Liitle Foxes,’ ‘The 


| Philadelphia Story.’ 
| Future Plays 
| ‘Address Unknown,’ dramatization 


by David Séntner and Ellioit Taylor 
Kressman Taylor's short story of 


the same name. concerning psycho- , 


| logical and spiritual aisintegration 
/under the Nazi regime, has been 
| placed in rehearsal by Sam Byrd and 
jan unveiling has been promised pos- 
'sibly before that of ‘John Henry, 
| Byrd's other holding. 
| ‘Delmar's Revels.’ heralded’ by 
| producer Harry Delmar as a revue 
on the ‘rowdy’ side. is being pre- 
| pared for an out-of-town opening 
| Nov. 20. 
and Saul Chaplin; 
|: Werris and Delmar. 


book by 


Snag 


Songs are bv Sammy Cahn | 


‘Hot Mikado’ is a Locust 


here that early (Oct. 23). 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,” Forrest 
(2d week) (2,000; $3.42). Helen 
Haves show fulfilled predictions by 
jumping to a red hot $28,500 in its 
final week. 


WPA’s ‘Widow,’ Co-Op 

‘Night’ Fairish in L. A. 

Los Angeles, Oct. 3. 

Federal Music Project's production 
of ‘The Merry Widow’ at Hollywood 
Playhouse, and John Cousin’s legit 
production, ‘Night Must Fall,’ a co-op 
venture at Musart theatre, down- 
town, are both clicking as well as 
could be expected. Three and four 
week holdovers, respectively, are in 
order. 

‘Widow’ on opening week garnered 
around $2,700, which is over the 
house nut (performers and all par- 
ticipating are paid regular 
wages), so that venture Is 
from financial viewpoint. Opening 
week at Musart was slow, but ad- 
vance sale is encouraging and spon- 
sors hope to be off the nut by mid- 
dle of this week. 


Mikado’ 6G, Portland 


Oct. 3 


success 


Portland, Ore 
burg only 
and doesnt 

jive musicals nearly as 
dramaties. Hence, just a 
| response to ‘Swing Mikado.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Swing Mikado,’ Mayfair ‘1.400; 85- 
$1.65). Wound up with fair $6,000 
for five nights and two matinees. 


‘Ghosts’ Of, Maplewood 


This 


SWINL-Crazy 


b.o. 


fair 


Maplewood, N. J., Oct. 3 
Nazimova in ‘Ghosts’ at the Maple- 


wood theatre here last weck did 
poorly. Biz the past three weeks 
has been off, so the McCoy-Alex- 


ander management has decided to 
call it a season with next week's 
show, ‘Outward Bound’, with Laur- 
ette Taylor and Florence’ Reed. 
House goes back to a picture policy. 
Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Ghosts’, Maplewood (1.420: 25c-$1). 

' Got less than $3,006 


Maurice | 
Phila- | 


WPA | 


moderately | 
respond 
well as to} 


CHATTERTON PLAY OK 
$9,000 IN CLEVELAN 


Cleveland, Oct. 3. 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ Ruth Chat- 
terton’s new vehicle, was still in the 
revision stage when it landed at the 
Hanna last week. Despite rough 
edges, cricks’ faint praise and warm 
weather, it did fairly well. 

The Playgoers, Inc., recently or- 
ganized drama boosters, are respon- 
sible for renewed interest in legit 
and larger advance mail orders than 
last year. Current is Gertrude Law- 
rence’s ‘Skylark’. Hanna then shuts 
until Oct. 19 when ‘I Married an 
Angel’ bows in for three days. 
Maurice Evans’ uncut ‘Hamlet’ has 
been set for Oct. 23, to coincide with 


‘No Time for Comedy’ has Oct. 30 
listing and first tryout is ‘Key Lar- 
go’, Nov. 6, starring Paul Muni. 
Play House opens tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) with ‘Gentle People.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Tonight We Dance,’ Hanna 
(1,435; $2.50. Nice opener, $9,000 in 


eight performances, due to Chatter- 
ton name. 


San Francisco, Oct 3. 
‘Desert Song’ bettered its first sesh 
| at the Curran here by a grand last 
| week, ‘Folies Bergere’ and ‘Caval- 
| cade’ continued to nosedive last 
| week. Closing notice is being posied 


| on ‘Folies.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 
(Revival) 
| ‘Desert Song,’ Curran 
(1.770; $1.65). 


(2d week) 
Surprising amount of 


interest in this old Sigmund Rom- | 
Reduced top price | 
of $1.65 attracting plenty of trade. | 


berg operetta. 
| However, profit not any too big at 
| $11,000. 
| Treasure Island 


(32d week) 

| Downpour last week 
cellation of all 
| ‘Cavalcade’ one dav, knocking take 
| down to $11,000, which still means 
|a slight profit. Decline of tourist 
trade at expo is hurting this show 
| considerably. 

“‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
|torium (8th week) (3,300; 
| Although ‘Bergere’ is supposed to 


(7,000; 
caused 


cade 
can- 


have a guarantee of 12 weeks, clos- | 


ing notice is already being posted. 
| Last week's $10,000 was substan- 
tially lower than previous 
'Front gate at Fair also way off, re- 
| flected everywhere on the Island 


ABBOTT MUSICAL HOT 
10G IN N. HAVEN BOW 


New Haven, Oct. 3. 

' The Shubert theatre’s preem of 
George Abbott’s musical, “Too Many 
Girls.” due to paucity of names in 
cast meant several vacant rows open- 
ing night last week, but okay word- 
of mouth built final three shows to 
good biz. 

House has new Theatre Guild play 
The Time of Your Life,’ in for 
breakin Saturday (7) night for single 
performance. Added bookings in- 
clude Katharine Cornell! in ‘No Time 
for Comedy.” Oct. 16-17: Eva LeGal- 
lienne in ‘Hedda Gabler’ Oct. 27-28: 
Raymond Massey, in ‘Abe Lincoln,’ 
date uneertain: Simone Simon in 
‘The Gibson Girls,’ in November. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Shubert (1.600: 
$3.30). Good press and lip comment 
boosted this to a healthy $10.000 on 
four performances. 


‘Kiss She 4G, Newark 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 3. 
The Adams here got into its stride 
with ‘Kiss The Boys Goodbye’ last 
week, doing over $4,000. Current is 
‘What a Life’ with Jackie Coogan. 
The Papermill Playhouse, in near- 
by Millburn, with Rudy Vallee in 
‘Man in Possession’, was okay, doing 
around $4,000, house then calling it 
a season. 


B way Still On Rise, World Series 
Ups Biz; ‘Scandals’ $28,000, ‘Paris’ 
ZIG, ‘Yokel’ $27,000, Foxes’ $14500 


national convention of school marms. | 


FRISCO: 


‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- . 
$1.10). } 


performances of | 


15¢.).| 


stanza. | 


Increasing theatre patronage on 
| Broadway stood up throughout Sep- 
‘tember and it was indicated that the 
| Jewish holidays were hardly a me- 
' terial factor. Same goes this week ter 
| the World’s Series crowd; such visit- 
, ors have strengthened the ticket de- 
/mand in the agencies and doubtless 


; upped prices among those - brokers 
| evading the code. There are 109 con- 
; ventions in New York this month, so 
| theatres should further prosper. Only 
;}complaint appears to be that there 
|are not enough attractions on the 
boards. 

|} Current week started with an even 
dozen shows, 50% of which ere mu- 
sicals, a record percentage. All the 
| musieals are flourishing, with sev- 
| eral again going to new highs. That 
| applies to ‘Scandais,’ which claimed 
| Over $28,000; ‘Streets of Paris,’ with 
| $27,000, and ‘Yokel Boy,’ which 
climbed to $27,000, all three ap- 
proaching capacity and playing te 
standees several evenings last week. 
| None, however, has contended for 
the leadership of ‘Hellzapoppin,” 
| which got $31,000 and will go higher 
| this week because of a scale tilt for 
the series crowds. 

Straight play toppers drew down a 
goodly share of patronage, with 
‘Philadelphia Story’ easily holding 
the leadership. ‘No Time for Com- 
'edy’ concluded a very fine date, 
| final week’s takings being $19,400, 
not far behind ‘Story.’ Best increase 
among the dramas was ‘The Liitle 
| Foxes,’ which got $14,500, $2,500 over 
; the previous week. 

Two premieres last week were bet- 
ter received than usual for first ar- 
rivals and both may do moderately 
' well. ‘See My Lawyer’ relighied the , 
, Biltmore and drew a fair press, 
; while ‘The Straw Hat Revue,’ at the 
| Ambassador, drew mixed, but en- 
| couraging, notices. No openings this 
week save a revival and a co- 
| operative show (Speak of the 
| Devil, dated to start in a hotel eu- 
| ditorium). 
i ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
has been set back, and next week 
two shows are due, ‘Skylark,’ at the 
Morosco, and “Three Sisters,’ Long- 
‘acre. Latter is in the nature of 8 
revival. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Iineis,” Adelphi 
(‘ist week) (D-1,434; $1.10). Moved 
here from the Plymouth I"onday (2); 
scale lowered from $3.30; more than 


held its own in original svrot last 
week with $7,000. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 


| (55th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Severe! 
musicals have been climbing, but 
‘this long-run outstander can hardly 
get more money in eight regulation 
performances; $31,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Alvin (6th week) (R-1,- 
387; $4.40). Business steadily in- 
creased during past three weeks and 


nightly attendances approaches ca- 
| pacity; rated around $28,000. 

| ‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (2d 
, week) (C-991; $3.30). Opened last 


| mid-week, drawing fair press; with 
few new shows around so far, new 
}laugh maker should make grade; 
strong attendance claimed by Satur- 
day. 

‘Straw Hat Revue,’ Ambassador 
(2d week) (R-1,156; $3.30). Opened 

|Friday (29); intimate revue drew 
|mixed press with some notices being 
quite favorable. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (16th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Virtually 
selling out and rated among the best 
musical draws; quoted around 
$27,000. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ Nationa) (34th 
week) (D-1,163; $3.30). Making ex- 
cellent run and is important on the 
list: jumped to $14,500. 

‘The Philadelphia Story, Shubert 


(28th week) (C-1,367; $3.30) Most 
popular among limited number of 
straight plays and easily the best 
vrosser of its division; $21,000. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (304th 


week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Third com- 
pany being readied for road, which 
indicates original wiil play through 
fall or longer; $4,000, enough for 
small profit. 

‘*Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (14th week) 
| (R-1,107; $3.30). Hit capacity some 
, performances last week, which is 
;exceptional in large capacity theatre; 
quoted at $27,000; new high mark. 

Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor ‘(96th 
week) (R-981; $1.65). New numbers 
vdded and another ‘edition’ an- 
nounced; labor unionists’ intimate 
revue nets weekly vcrofit; over $6,000. 

‘They Knew What They Wanted,” 
Empire Second revival under siock 

,arrangement, but with several names 
added; opened Monday (2) for twe 
weeks. 

‘Speak of the Devil,’ Barbizon 
Plaza. Modified cooperative show 
tried out at special performances last 
season: version of ‘Faust’ with choral 
background; opens Friday (6). 
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Plays Broadway 


SEE MY LAWYER 


Comedy in three acts by Richard Maibaum 
and Harry Clork; presented by George | 
Abbott; staged by Ezra Stone; setting, | 
Cirker & Robbins; at the Biltmore, N. Y., 
Bept. 27, 

Bay Frankel. Mary Rolfe 
Arthur Lee....... eT Milton Berle 
Joseph O' Millard Mitchell 
Morris Teddy Hart 
Seymore David Hoftman | 
Irving Norman Tokat 
Telephone Ralph Bell 
Echiro Kat... earge Hirose 
8S. L. Jameson “Ward 
Western Union Boy......ee+--- Richard Lee 
Shoeshine Boy...... Walter Wagner 
Blossom Le Raymond 
eer John Shellie 


First straight play of the 1939-40 
geason, ‘See My Lawyer’ is a laugh | 
show, and while it has faults, should 
serve fairly well during an autumn 
on Broadway that is brisk with trade 
but too light in stage fare. ; | 

‘Lawyer, first called ‘Bright 
Shingles’ and ‘I Want a Lawyer,’ is 


layed in one well-devised setting. | 
it is distinctly farcical, possesses | 


three good comedians and although 
repetitious, the giggle content of the 
third act measures up with the| 
earlier sections of the performance. | 
Two coast writers, Richard Maibaum | 
and Harry Clork, contributed the) 
script, but George Abbott, who's pro- 
ducing, provided the pace through | 
Ezra Stone, who is credited with | 
the staging. It’s his directorial debut. 

Localled in a 22d story office, bi- | 
sected by the quarters of the re- 
ceptionist, play starts with the prob- | 
lem of three young lawyers without | 


a client. Out of the blue comes the | 
type that every barrister seeks, a| 
fellow with plenty of coin but with a 
penchant of getting into trouble. 

Most first-nighters giggled without | 
realizing that the wastrel was sup- 
posedly based, partially, on the} 
much-married Tommy Manville, so 
those in the know got an extra kick. 
Manville was there and seemed to 
enjoy what went on more than most |! 
others. The Robert Carlin of the | 
play is an amiable screwball and | 
bears no resemblance to the asbestos | 
heir except that he’s a big spender. | 

Fay, the office sec, is engaged to | 
Arthur Lee, No. 1 man of the firm. | 
Her brother, Irving, is jarred by| 
Carlin’s car and the gay lad comes to | 
square the rap. He ends up by en-! 
Zaging the legal trio to represent 
him; so things in the office of Lee, 
Russo and O’Rourke start to hum. | 
In the end the assignment is too 
tough for the young lawyers and 
they settle for plenty after Lee 
rescues Fay from the top of the| 
building where the curious Carlin 
had his car lifted by means of the 
freight elevator. 

In the outer office the outfit has a 
notary, one Morris Schneerer, also 
hungry and willing to take any kind 
of client. It is this character that 
builds the play’s comedy. Among 
the nutty angles is that which has 
one of the three attorneys posing as 
a window washer. There are some 
raw bits, particularly that after the 
envelope opener is used to spread 
mustard on sandwiches. 

Milton Berle makes his legit debut 
in ‘Lawyer.’ Audience opening night 
was somewhat surprised that the 
vaude and nitery comic did not 
range all over the place. As Lee, he 


| 


lis no mistaking 


fives an excellent performance, Re- 
strained. perhaps, Berle stands out, 
fiving the impression of following 
direction closely. His timing was ex- 
cellent. Berle cannot command the 
salary here that films, cafes or 
presentation houses afford, but he 
has taken a step forward neverthe- 


less, 
Teddy Hart is the harried 
Schneerer. Comic is responsible for 


a goodly percentage of the play’s 
laughter. Millard Mitchell, lean 
funster, has his innings several times 
as the phoney window-washer with 


an idea that saves the firm from 
ruin. Eddie Nugent is the lad with 
the enin. handsome and impossible 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


AUTHOR seeks cooperation from 
energetic person or pro- 
moter to organize production of orig- 
inal, unusual modern dramatic play 
(complete with important music 
score); very timely idealistic theme; 
ready for big production. Part time 
job sufficient ff enough initiative. 
Party should be experienced in this 
fleld and have theatre connections. 
No play brokers, Box 25, VARIETY, 
NEW YORK, 


| Audiences must take Nugent as a 


{but for his good looks and smile. | 


mythical playboy or else. He turned | 


the trick at the premiere. There are 
but two girls in the cast, Mary Rolfe, 
as Berle’s fiancee, and Robin Ray- 


vamp. 

Broadway's laugh shows 
time are mostly musical, so the new 
farce has a better chance_ than 
ordinarily. Ibee. 


The Straw Hat Revue 


Intimate musical in two parts, conceived 
and siaged by Max Liebman; presented by 
tlre Straw Het Co. Qwith Shubert backing); 
sketches mostly by Liebman; music and 
Iyvrics, Sylvia Fine and James Shelton; 
dances, Jerome Andrews; at the Ambas- 
sador, N. Y., Sept. 29, '39; $3.50 top. 

Cast: Imogene Coca, James Shelton, Nan 
Maude Davis, Danny Waye, Alfred 

Meta Mata, Otto Hari, Dorothy 
Jerome Andrews, Lilli Sandan, Albia 
Gertrude Goldsmith, Lee Brody, 
Burton, Ruthanna Boris, Terbert 
Shepard, Harriette Henning, Alfred Drake, 
Pancho Scordi, Delorese Granafei, Vera 
Volkenau, 


Rae, 
Drake 
Bird, 
KKavan, 
Robert 


The Shuberts dug this little revue 
up in the sticks, specifically Bush- 
kill, Pa, where there has been a 
summer camp for years. Talent 
scouts appear to have passed it up, 
but Harry Kaufman, Shubert aide, 
was impressed by the odd mixture, 
which might have been turned into 


ja better show with more prepara- 


tion. Chances are for moderate 
grosses. 

There are some good things in 
‘Straw Hat,’ but most of the worth- 
while material is jammed into the 
first part, leaving the second some- 


what lacking. For about 30 min- 
utes the little revue looks like it 
will deliver a surprise sock, Then 
the going becomes such that there 
i its origin. ‘The 
Great Chandelier,” much too ex- 
tended operetta travesty, at the first- 
act finale, stamps the show. 


seems verv much little theatre. 

Two or three highlights in the sec- 
ond act are topped bv Anne and 
Marie Clark. former click team in 
vaudeville. Girls are now billed as 
Nan Rae and Maude Davis. Miss 
Davis (Marie Clark). coming from 
the front of the house. whams ’em 
with a double talk version of ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.” With an- 
other similar bit, the girls just about 
stooped the show at the premiere. 

Busiest player in the show is Imo- 
gene Coca, a comedienne who has 
been around in several intimate re- 
vues and some night spots. She has 
suffered in the nast from lack of 
material. That still partly goes here. 
She is excellent as a child nicture 
star, Working with James Shelton, 
Danny Kave and Robert Burton, she 
also scores in other comedy bits. 

The latter male trio. bv the way. 
travesties the three girl harmonists 
in ‘The Streets of Paris’ and amuse 
with ‘Three Simple Hicks from the 
Sticks.’ Shelton. who is a contrib- 
utor of material in the revue. has his 
best chance with ‘Our Town.’ a 
number that stands out as one of the 
show’s best songs. Musically, though, 
the revue is not strong. 

Meta Mata and Otto Hari, are very 
good comic dancers. There is also 
some rood toe work by half a dozen 
damsels. Kaye is the princinal come- 
dian and should develop. His hand- 
ling of ‘Anatole of Paris.” which has 
the girls coming on with nuttilv de- 


sisned hats. rings the bell. He is 
also excellent as an_ excitable 
waiter. 


Miss Coca again lands at the close. 
imnersonating the rage of ‘Streets 
nf Paris.” Carmen Miranda. singing 
‘South American Way’ with dialect. 
She’s made un to look very much 
like the Brazilian fireball. Bronson 
Dudley, young tap stepper. {fs on 
brieflv. and while okay. does not 
equal his work in ‘Set For Music’ 
last season. A willowv brunet. Del- 
arese Granafei contributed attrac- 
tively In the dance denartment. 

‘Straw Hat” is up against strong 
| musical comvetition. does not pre- 
i tend to be heavyweisht but should 
| get by. bee. 


They Knew What They 
Wanted 


(REVIVAL) 


Comedy drama in three acts by Sidney 


Howard: presented by Leonard Sillman as 
' second in series of revivals of New York 
Draina Festival; features Douglass Mont- 


'gomery, June Walker, tiuseppe Sterni; 
staged by Robert Ross: setting, Lemuel 
| Ayers: at the Empire, N. Y., two weeks 
|; opening Oct. 2, ’39; $2.75 top. 
Pather MeKeé, Charles Kennedy 


E, Maxwell 
| Ist Italian Mother.........Dolores Badaloni 
Her Daughter..... Want 


2d Italian Battista 


' Since the revival of Broadway hits 
is nearly always a pre-conceived idea 
to stir a sentimental nostalgia—let 
alone a few kopecks—the return of 


Most of | 
| the first nighters liked it. though it | 


at this | 


| 


| 


Wanted’ to 
be a Winner on at 


What They 
Stem seems to 
least one count. 

Winner of the Pulitzer prize dur- 
ing the 1924-25 season, when pro- 
duced by the Theatre Guild, the 
Howard drama still is fresh and ab- 
sorbing, benefiting by good production 
and an excellent cast headed by 
Douglass Montgomery, June Walker 
and Giuseppe Sterni. It is the second 
revival in the series presented by 


| Leonard Sillman as part of his New 
mond, as a somewhat disappointed | 


York Drama Festival. ‘They Knew,’ 
like the teeoff ‘Journey's End’ and 
the rest of the schedule, is set for 
two weeks, with possibility of a third 
should biz warrant the holdover. 

It’s basically a story of age versus 
youth in the love sweepstakes, set in 
a background of the California vine- 
yards, Sterni plays an elderly Italian 
vineyard owner approaching senility. 
He seeks a wife and, from a Frisco 
joint, through a_ correspondence 
courtship carried on for him by 
proxy through Montgomery, a shift- 
less migratory whom he had _ be- 
friended, he lures Miss Walker, a 
spaghetti slinger. 

Tony’s (Sterni’s) accident, in 
which he breaks both legs the day 
that Amy (Miss Walker) arrives, 
their marriage, her seduction by Joe 
and the forgivance by Sterni when 
he learns that she’s to have a child 
are given excellent characterizations 
by the featured trio, particularly 
Sterni. 

Miss Walker has a fine emotional 
quality, with Montgomery playing 
the migratory excellently. However, 
it remains for Sterni to eclipse the 
pair, with his diverse moods, comedy 
and drama. His profanity is in- 
offensive, being believable in the 
character, while his dramatic values 
are considerably enhanced in the 
final act when he learns of Amy’s 
infidelity. Pauline Lord played the 
original Amy. Glenn Anders was Joe 
and Richard Bennett. Tony. 


Direction by Robert has 
brisk tempo and Lemuel Ayers’ 
single setting is in the groove. 

Yiddish PI 
iddish Play 

Drama in two acts (18 scenes) by Maurice 
Schwartz, adapted from the novel of the 
same name by Sholem Asch; presented and 


staged by Schwartz; features Schwartz, Leo 


Fuchs, Miriam Mark Schweid, 
3ertha Gersten, Anna Appel; settings, Alex 
Chertov; dances, Lillian Schapero; music, 
Sholom Secunda; at the Yiddish Art the- 
atre, N. Y., opening Sept. 28, '30; $2.20 top. 
tabbi Mendele........... Maurice Schwartz 
Boruch Moysche....... Abraham Teitelbaum 
WO. Isidore Cashier 
teisel . 
Pan Wydawski.............Gustav Schacht 
Morris Strassberg 
Reb Maurice Schwartz 
Reisel Miriam Rieselle 


In ‘Salvation’ Maurice Schwartz, 
whose capabilities as dramatist, di- 
rector, producer and actor are a 
legend in the Yiddish theatre, has for 
the second straight year employed a 
best-seller work by Sholem Asch for 
a dramatization. Last season he 
opened with Asch’s ‘Three Cities,’ an 
episodic drama that seemed to 
weighty a tome to fit stage limita- 
tions. ‘Salvation,’ dealing with the 
Jewry of an early 19th century 
Poland, again shows the trial and 
error of attempting a capitalize a 
heavy, though excellent work of 
literature into a drama that at times 
is dull. But there’s much to recom- 
mend ‘Salvation,’ as a play, and with 
tightening, it may achieve some b.o. 
success in these times. 

The mysticism and practices of the 
orthodox Jewry of the Napoleonic 
era may seem remote for a present, 
Anglicized Yiddish audience caught 
in the wheels of social evolution. 
But the leading character of Jechiel 
is a Yiddish actor’s dream, and Leo 
Fuchs has for the first time laid 
aside comedy for the role of the de- 
voutly religious youth. The sheer 
force with which he dominates the 
character is particularly notable be- 
cause of big gap between his usual 
comedy roles to that of the mystic. 

Through the over-long and oft- 
times tedious two acts and 18 scenes 
Fuchs is outstanding, first as the 
chassidie student timid in his amor- 
ous approach to Reisele, daughter of 
an innkeeper. Their marriage, the 
spread of the news of his divine 
powers, the sacrilegious abuse of his 
power and his subsequent pelanty, 
Reisel’s death in childbirth, all tend 
to become incidental to the late 
scenes in the second act, where the 
story really comes into its own. 

Much of the first act could be cut, 
particularly during the opening 
scenes, while the second, also at the 
beginning, could stand a slash. The 
second part’s meat concerns the re- 
appearance of Reisele, in name and 
soul, in the body of a young girl, 
startlingly like Jechief’s dead wife. 
The wish of her father to marry 
someone of his choice, her love for 
a Gentile and the subsequent tragedy 
that accompanies that love are stoic- 
ally played and directed. Opening 
night’s performance ran three hours 
and 20 minutes: a 50-minute slice, 


at least, is required. 
Schwartz has staged the play ex- 


the late Sidnev Howard's ‘They Knew ' cellently, surrounding himself with 


the Main! 


Play Out of Town 


TOO MANY GIRLS 


New Haven, Sept. 28. 

Musical comedy in two acts (nine scenes); 
presented and staged by George Abbott; 
book, George Marion, Jr.: music, Richard 
Rodgers; lyrics, Lorenz Hart; settings, Jo 
Mielziner; dances, Robert Alton; costumes, 
Raoul Pene Du Bois; features Marcy Wes- 
eott, Richard Kollmar, Hal Leroy, Mary 
Jane Walsh. Diosa Costello, Desi Arnaz, 
Eddie Bracken; orchestra conductor, Harry 
Levant; orchestrations, Hans Spialek; 


vocal arrangements, Hugh Martin; at the 
Shubert, New Haven, Sept. 28-29-30, '3Y; 
$3.30 top. 

First Rowrn rfoow............ Robert Arnold 
Second Robin Hood......James Wilkinson 
Third Robin Hood...... Romolo Di Spirito 
Fourth Robin Hood........ William Mende 
La Verne Lupton 
Fifth Coed..... cans Key Taylor 
Sixth Coed... Vera Fern 
Consuelo Casey..... Marcy Wescoit 
Sheriff Andaluz.............-Byron Shores 
Eileen Eilers....... Mary Jane Walsh 
Gae 
Van Johnson 
Beverly Waverly........ MacColl 


Harry 


George Abbott has considerable of 
a good show with this, his first musi- 
cal of the new season, The defici- 
encies suggest a fairly simple job of 
doctoring which ultimately should 
place ‘Too Many Girls” in Broad- 
way’s more popular bracket. Pres- 
ently, the first act has slow spots, 
with the second being better except 
for the final curtain. Opening night 
windup had the cast looking almost 
as baffled as the audience at its 
abruptness. A rich comedy vein in 
Act 1 seems to run dry in the second 
stanza, however. 

Abbott has followed his usual 
method of relying on entertainment 
value rather than names to sell his 
show. Aside from the Rodgers and 
Hart magnet, there’s little to draw 
the crowd in advance, but once the 
word gets around as to its merits, 
show should do biz. Abbott has re- 
frained from book participation, ex- 
cept the usual changes allotted to 
directing. In this connection, a major 
part of the play’s first scene, in a 
tavern, could be deleted without 
loss. It has little to do with subse- 
quent events, beyond laying a foun- 
dation, and it uses up too much time 
doing that. 

Score involves 14 tunes which hit 
a generally high average. Typical 
Rodgers and Hart sentimental melo- 
dies that register are ‘Love Never 
Went to College’ and ‘I Didn't Know 
What Time It Was.’ ‘Too Many 
Girls’ also rates as an ear-caresser. 
‘I Like to Recognize the Tune’ takes 
a poke at swing harmonizing while 
‘Spic and Spanish’ and ‘She Could 
Shake the Maracas’ are hot num- 
bers. Hart has put some of his best 
comedy lyrics into ‘Pottawatomie,’ 
‘Sweethearts of the Team’ and ‘Give 
It Back to the Indians.’ ‘Cause We 
Got Cake’ serves as good ground- 
work for a novelty cakewalk-can- 
can. 

Outstanding dance routines pre- 
dominated at the premiere. Com- 
bined with some nifty costuming, 
terp ensembles carry variety, flash 
and novelty. Act 1 finale. aside 
from being too long, is an effective 
curtain-dropper and gets a_ good 
hand. A sextet of femme toe-and- 
heel flippers do some nice work in 
specialties as do the dancing prin- 
cipals. 

For this production Jo Mielziner 
has limited the number of sets to 
comparatively few for a big musical. 
He goes in heavily for lighting with 
good results. For something differ- 
ent in a traveler, designer has 
worked out a sort of vertical vene- 
tian blind that operates in sections, 
moving in slots inserted in the stage. 
Seems ponderous to handle at times 
but offers a chance for unusual ef- 
fects. Sets, on the whole, are grade 


‘Girls’ concerns Consuelo Casey 
(Marcy Wescott) wealthy deb, who 
goes in for headline hunting, Father 
is an alumnus of Pottawatomie Col- 
lege, Stop Gap, N. M., a jerkwater 
university where all the virtuous 
among the coeds are distinguished 
by little freshman-like caps called 
‘beanies.’ Ostensibly to please the 
old gent, the daughter agrees to at- 
tend the place but in reality it’s to be 
near an English sweetheart who has 
prearranged the thing. Pere Casey 
takes no chances on further es- 


a strong cast. As 1n last year’s 
‘Three Cities,’ he has relegated him- 
self to the background, with two 
comparatively minor roles, but he 
cuts a wide swath, nevertheless, 
whenever he’s on stage. Miriam 
Riselle, who also plays two roles, as 
Jechiel’s wife and as her reincarna- 
tion, continues to show the promise 
first indicated when she made her 
legit bow last year in ‘Who Is Who.’ 

Of the others in the large cast, all 
of whom take care of their roles to 
the hilt, there are several standouts, 
namely, Mark Schweid, Bertha Gers- 
ten, Anna Appel and Isidore Cashier. 

Alex Chertov’s settings are nifties 
while Sholom Secunda’s incidental 
music is in keeping with the moods, 


capades on the part of his offspring 
so, unknown to her, he hires four 
bodyguards who happen to be all- 
American football stars. Clint 
Kelley (Richard Kollmar), whom 
the authors, one might suspect, have 
named from Clint Frank and Larry 
Kelley, former Yale All-Americans, 
but have compromised by sending 
him to Princeton, turns out to be the 
bodyguard who goes for Consuelo 
romantically. 

The boys become heroes when 
they put Pottawatomie on the foot- 
ball map, beating the country’s best, 
but the day before the big game 
Consuelo. discovers they’ve been 
hired by her father and she figures 
the Kelley romance is just a business 
deal. She breaks the thing off and 
is going to disrupt the team by 
forcing the quartet to accompany her 
back east, but repents and the col- 
lege football honor, as well as the 
wagered relief checks of the nearby 
Indians, are saved. 

Casting comes close to 100%, 
Troupe youth, sprightliness, 
looks and talent, plus ability to use 
these attributes. Miss Wescott makes 
an attractive millionaire’s daughter 
and sings satisfactorily. Opposite 
her, Kollmar has personality and a 
resOnant voice that stands out. In- 
cidentally, a swell chance for these 
two to harmonize. in a chorus of 
‘What Time It Was,” is ignored. 
Mary Jane Walsh gets the show’s 
best vocal break with the produc- 
tion's most popular light tunes. She 
knows how to push every line across 
the foots. 

Hal Leroy combines light comedy 
acting with his original brand of 
hoofing and is one of the show's 
best clicks in a single that displays 
his rubber legs to good advantage. 
Nadine Gae does a tap number with 
Leroy and an eccentric single, the 
latter a particular click. Diosa Cos- 
tello and Desi Arnaz are out of nite 
clubs and into their first stage pro- 
duction, the former with a throaty 
warble and lively dancing, the latter 
with hoofing and a personality that 
should attract the femmes. Miss Cos- 
tello is something of a letdown, par- 
tially through poor spotting and 
partially because her high-tempera- 
ture style of shim-shamming is ap- 
parently being kept under wraps. 
Eddie Bracken adds a comedy flair 
and does okay with a novelty tune. 
Clyde Fillmore fits as the wealthy 
parent and he and Hans Robert put 
over the laugh duet, ‘Pottawatomie.’ 
Ivy Scott is in for one song. Harry 
Jackson features in a couple of 
dance ensembles and a male quartet 
fills in some harmonizing. Bone. 


Hollyw’d Deal 


Continued from page 41 


that in mind, but whether they 
would collectively invest is not clear. 
Few are believed to have enough 
surplus to purchase percentages of 
productions. In any event, Holly- 
wood would hardly figure such in- 
vestments as opposition to picture 
financing of plays. 

Broadway brokers have financed 
shows wholly or partially in many 
instances, but very little of such 
backing has been noticed in the past 
seven or eight years. Joe Leblang 
was perhaps the most active in that 
direction, principally to protect his 
theatre interests—the Cohan and tha 
48th Street (now the Windsor)—»put 
he also aided indie producers. Me- 
Bride’s has occasionally backed pro- 
duction and in 1931 went overboard 
in helping out a number of managers 
who were virtually wiped out by the 
depression. 


Kaufman Active 

Harry Kaufman of Tyson’s (for- 
merly Sullivan-Kay) currently is the 
most active showman-broker. He is 
associated with Lee Shubert and di- 
rected ‘Hellzapoppin’,’ ‘The Streets 
of Paris’ and ‘The Straw Hat Re- 
vue.” Kaufman, however, not in 
the guise of a backer, though he 
owns a percentage of all three at- 
tractions. 

The confreres who are striving to 
consummate the Hollywood-Broad- 
way alliance have one leading point 
that has held up the works. It is a 
new method of disposing of picture 
rights to the film-backer, calling for 
a down payment prior to production 
and a percentage of the gross to be 
paid on a weekly basis throughout 
the engagement. 

There are three other methods 
provided for in the basic agreement 
that has beez in force since 1936. 
One is the outright sale of rights 
after production, with the author 
and manager splitting 60-40: royal- 
ties on the picture grosses in part or 
whole; contract calling for royalties 
in part or whole to be made at the 
same time the backing agreement is 
made, prior to production. The 
minimum amount of coin which the 
film end would be required to pro- 
vide for production has been the 


main stumbling block. 
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They Can't Accuse Us! ment of the Chicago strike is seen LITERATI OBITS 
The Minneapolis Times-Tribune is as of the pillon Wallace, 76, author of 26 
rned over a report reaching it | Ser with a decision on the de- cs, die rsday in Be ; ; thy 
to effect that is mand for a Guild shop on the N.Y. Britain Mobilizes Showmen 
its ‘expressive slang’ and Mirror. ity on Labrador, he began writing in Continued f age 1 
switching to ‘plain English.’ In fact, National conferences are wel- 1995 and continued his literary ac- ee ae 
comed by Harvey J. Kelly, Hearst tivities until 1932. Most of his books that the Government has given the’ the Territorial Army and. other 


the local daily is so alarmed that it 
devoted a lengthy editorial to the 
matter, which said in part: 

VarRIETY, the well-known week- 
ly of the entertainment world, 
has always managed to keep about 
two jumps ahead of the word- 


smiths who have been carrying 
America toward a more  pic- 
turesque speech. The pioneers in 


expressive slang have lost their 
leader, however. The incredulous 
report gradually gains currency 
that VARIETY is switching to plain 
English. Where it has for so long 
spoken a language of its own, sur- 
prize will greet the change that 
makes its chatter now increasing- 
ly intelligible to the layman. 


VARIETY Savs tain’t so, What is 


‘plain English’? 


He's In Again 

Supposed book-publishing com- 
pany in New York, which announced 
upon its inception recently that it’s 
seeking manuscripts for publication, 
is said to be another ‘vanity pub- 
lisher.”” At its head is an_ indi- 
vidual allegedly notorious for his ex- 
ploitation of would-be scribblers by 
various means, 

One writer, who submitted two 
book-length manuscripts, received a 
letter which follows, in part: 

‘Our editorial department, after 
giving your manuscripts very care- 
ful consideration, is of the opinion 
that we should undertake their pub- 
lication and place them before the 
reading public. We like your deft 
characterization and flowing style. 
The material is lucid in its inter- 
pretation, and should have moving 
picture possibilities. 


‘Due to budgetary restrictions we | 


will have to ask your cooperation in 
order to publish this work. We be- 
lieve we could publish your two 
books should you be in a position to 
contribute the sum of $1,500 toward 
the exploitation, publication and 
promotion of the two books. 
‘Immediately upon publication we 


would furnish you with 200 copies | 


of each book, free. Since these books 
would sell for not less than $2 per 
copy retail, you would thus be as- 
sured of a considerable return of 
your contribution even before the 
volume would be fairly launched 
upon the market. In addition 
would pay a royalty of 331.3% on 
all sales, based on the actual 
ceipts, less trade discounts.’ 
Head of the vanity publishing 
firm previously is said to have posed 
as a literary agent and story ex- 
pert. Writers who submitted ma- 
terial are reported to have been told 
it could be made surefire by having 
a collaber work on it for a fee. 
Activity of this individual is an 
annoyance to scribblers who know 
their way around, They have to pay 


postage on their manuscripts both 
ways before learning the self- 
claimed publisher's true status. 


Europe and the Literati 

Despite the war in Europe, story 
editors for the major producers re- 
port no diminution in the quantity 
of stories and plays being submii- 
fed to London and Paris 
possible film material. 
can't be ascertained definitely, edi- 
tors feel that there is very little ac- 
tual writing going on now and that 
most of the material being submit- 
ted is lesser quality stuff than pub- 
lishers had shelved during better 
times in vase of such an emergency 
as now faces them. 

Leading to this opinion is the fact 
that English and French publishers 
look forward to a bullish market for 
books. With theatres possibly closed 
nights, and no other entertainment 
available, literature of all types is 
expected to be in big demand to fill 
in blacked-out evenings. 

No properties have been bought 
abroad since the war started, but 
reps here are continuing to work as 
usual. Twentieth-Fox. is the only one 
that has withdrawn its 
editor, who is Robert Bassler. Office 
remains in charge of his assistant, 
Robert Low. Paramount's John Mock 
will remain London, 
Metro's editor, Edward J. O'Brien, 
is an Englishman, so won't be af- 
fectec by the calls home, Other com- 
panies have native employes who 
merely act as collecting centers, 
shipping material io the U.S. for 
reading. 


ANG, Hearst te Confer 


Reps of the American Newspaper 
Guild and the Hearst papers begin 
conferences around Nov. 1} 
Settle- | 


national 


to smooth all differences. 


we | 


offices as | 
Although it | 


European | 


while | 


labor counscl, as a means of settling 
at once Guild national contract mat- 
ters, 
since it can’t see such variations 
as an 80° Guild shop on Hearst 
papers in San Francisco and Oak- 
land, and a strike on a Hearst paper 
in Chicago. 

Except for some purely local pro- 
visions, including wages, it’s felt 
that time, money and effort can be 
saved in dealing with newspaper 
chains on a national basis. Get-to- 
gether with Hearst on this point 
would set a precedent in negotia- 
tions with other chains. 

Stage Mag Bankrupt 

Following failure of Alexander 
Ince to take over Stage Magazine, 
negotiations for which were begun 
shortly after the periodical halted 


Guild, John Hanrahan, who headed 


lisher in 1932. Intention of Ince 
mag’s takeover, was to resume pub- 
lication this month as a_ weekly. 
Future plans of Hanrahan call for 
resumption of his former activities 
as counsel to mag publishers. 

Ince was Incze Sandor, a Budapest 
mag publisher, 


5 New Publishing Firms 

Quintet of new  book-publishing 
organizations getting started in 
N. Y., all of a specialized nature. 
It's in keeping with the extra book- 
| publishing activity at this time of 
year, approaching the height of the 
book season. 

New firms are the Fireside Press, 
headed by Harry Bennett; United 
American Press, of which William 
| A. Casale is the chief; Ktau Pub- 
lishing House, operated by Asher 


Scharfstein; Carter Publishing Co., 
of which Harry W. Carter is the 
head, and the Ascot’ Publishing 


House, topped by Norman Lee Con- 
nard. 

All but the last-named have man- 
uscripts in readiness for the print- 
ers. Ascot has still to choose the 
first volume to appear under its im- 
print. 


re-, 


Walsh Out As Record Sports Ed 
| Shakeups continue to hit Philly 
newspapers of Jate. Davis J. Walsh 
has been supplanted as sports editor 
on the Record by William J. Dris- 
coll, former night city editor. Bill 
| McGraw, former press agent, and 
Don Basenfelder, of the Camden 
| (N. J.) Courier, have been added to 
the staff, and Bill McAdams, base- 
ball writer had been dropped. 

Lawrence’ Flick, Jr., recently 
transferred from the Record to the 
Bulletin, has been upped to city 
editor, replacing George Seltzer, 
| promoted to assistant managing edi- 
tor. Dwight Perrin has been named 
executive editor, a post left vacant 
by the death of Wilmer G. Zeamer. 

War No Stumbling Block 

As the result of inquiries from 
| seribblers the world over, Hodder & 
Stoughton, British book publishers, 
have announced they're going ahead 


with their part of their novel con- 
test, despite the war. Entries will 
be received as before. 


Competition, being held jointly by 
Hodder & Stoughton with the Amer- 
house of Lip- 


ican book-publishing 
pincott, is for a novel in the great 
romantic tradition. Author of the 


get $2.500, a 


guarantee of 


winning novel will 
travel award and a 
$2,500 a year for four years, 


Howard’s Son Advanced 

Continuing his steady rise in the 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers organ- 
ization, of which he is destined ulti- 
| mately to become head man, Jack 
Howard, son of Roy Howard, has 
been named assistant executive edi- 
tor, Continues as prez of Scripps- 
Howard Radio. 

Younger Howard will 
aide to John Sorrells, exec 
of the Scripps-Howard chain. 


serve as 
editor 


Time, N.Y.’er Libel Suits 

Harold Smith, Washington news- 
paper photographer, filed two suits 
for $25,000 damages for libel in the 
N. Y. federal court Thursday (28) 
against Time mag and The New 
Yorker. 

The alleged libelous material ap- 
peared in the Feb. 25, 1939, issue of 
the latter magazine, and in the Aug. 
7 issue of Time. 


Guild is of the same mind, ' 


on Monday (2). Creditors number | 
176. 

Periodical began publication in| 
1919 as the Theatre Guild Maga- 


zine, house organ of the Theatre | 
the mag at its demise, became pub- | 


and his associates, in event of the. 


were on adventure subjects. 
Robert W. Lipsett, 49, ace politi- 

cal reporter for the Toronto Star 

and president of the Parliamentary 


press gallery, died Sept. 30 in Ot- | 


tawa. Formerly business manager 
of the Winnipeg Tribune, city editor 
of the Montreal Star and then went 
into publicity. 

Temple Scott, 74, prominent in the 
American book biz for years, died 
Saturday (30) in Edinburgh, Scot- 
|land. Came to the U. S, at the turn 
-of the century after an association 
with George Bell & Son, London 
|publishers, and formed the Scott- 
|Thaw Publishing Co. in N. Y. From 
, 1907 to 1918 he headed the publish- 
_ing division of Brentano's. He wrote 
‘a number of books and edited the 
| works of others. 


publication last June, the mag filed | 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy | 


CHATTER 


birthday. 

Opie Read, the humorist, ailing in 
his Chicago home. 

The Lyric, poetry mag, offering a 
|prize of $50 for a best poem. 
| Marjorie Carleton had her first 
story published when she was 11. 

Walter Orr has formed a new pub- 
lishing company bearing his name. 
| John Gunther back in N. Y. after 
another peek at the European scene. 
| Somerset Maugham’s ‘Christmas 
| Holiday’ in its third edition before 
publication. 
| Francis DeWitt Pratt has quit 
| News-Week for an exec position on 
| Life Magazine. 
' Reorganization plan for the Brook- 


lyn (N. Y.) Daily Eagle comes up| 


'today (Wednesday). 


| Wolfe Kaufman scored twice, with 


a short story in Esquire and an arti- 
cle in College Humor. 
Joe Bonomo seriously going in for 


publishing, and has formed a cor- 
poration for the purpose. 
Raymond P. Holland, editor of 


Field and Stream, will have his book, 
‘Nip and Tuck,’ published by Penn. 

J. Emerson Edwards succeeds Fred 
Prewitt as editor and manager of the 
Henry Edwards publications, Texas. 
Lenox R. Lohr, prez of NBC, has 
/written a book on television, which 
McGraw-Hill will bring out in the 
“spring. 

William B. Warner, head of the 
McCall Corp., re-elected prez for his 
eighth term of National Publishers 
Association, 

Knopf just in receipt of the manu- 
script of George Jean Nathan’s new 
book on aspects of the American 
theatre today. 

Frederick T. Birchall, chief Eu- 
ropean correspondent for the New 
York Times, back to the U. S. for a 
breath of fresh air. 

Associated Press Managing Editors 
Association will hold its eighth’ an- 
nual meeting in N. Y., Oct. 12-14, at 
the Waldorf-Astoria. 

Kenvon Nicholson and Charles 
Robinson, authors of ‘Sailor Beware,’ 
doing a new comedy which is ex- 
pected to be finished shortly. 

Madeleine B. Goss has nearly com- 
pleted her biog of Maurice Ravel, 
the ‘Bolero’ composer, and has con- 
tracted with Holt for publication. 

Howard Taubman, of the musical 
staff of the N. Y. Times, will have 
his book, ‘Music As a Profess‘on.’ 
published by Scribner next week. 

North Callahan, who contribs a 
N. Y. column to a number of south- 


ern papers, is himself the subject of 
an item. He just married Jennie 
Waugh. 

Scribbler-collabing twins are John 
and Frank Craighead, who have 
book, ‘Hawks in the Hand,’ com- 
ing out soon under the Houghton 
Mifflin imprint. 

Osa Johnson has delivered her 
biog of her husband, the late Martin 
Johnson, to Lippincott for publica- 
tion early next year. Book is to be 
called ‘1 Married Adventure.’ 


scciation, com- 


Aviation Writers As 
posed of newspaper and mag writers 


on aerial topics, has elected Devon 
Francis, aviation editor of the As- 
sociated Press, as its new prez. 


Dorothy Thompson, John Erskine, 
John Mulholland and Thomas Cra- 
ven to talk at the first of the new se- 
ries of Book and Author Luncheons 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., an Oct. 11. 

Advisory council of the National 
|Editorial Association will open 4a 
two-day conference Oct. 16 in Chi- 
cago on newspaper problems and to 
discuss the organization's future pro- 
gram. 

Generally it’s the. newspaperman 
|who quits to turn novelist. The 
other way around with Edwin Lan- 
ham, the book writer, who's joined 
the staff of the N. Y. 
bune. 


Irving Bacheller feted on his 80th | 


Herald Tri- | 


word for theatres in all parts to re- 
open. The picture joinis got their 
| first partial permit less than a week 
| after the war started, when the les- 
son of the first few days had shown 
, observers that without relaxation 
| the people would go slowly off their 
rockers. Yesterday (14) the order 
went forth for every cinema to pull 
back the shutters from its boxoffice, 
with only those in the highly vul- 
nerable West End of the capital re- 
stricted to daytime playing. Spas- 
modically the legit houses are com- 
ing into line again, though opening 
| of these must necessarily be a slow- 
er process than the rapidity with 
which pictures could be circulated 
to all screens. Ball games, dog 
_tracks and such outdoor events are 
‘also getting permits. 

Shows for the Troops 
entertainment is being pro- 
vided for the troops is a varn in it- 
self. Needs both of those in home 
|camps and on foreign service are 
‘being catered for through the Navy. 
Army and Air Force Institute, which 
will organize shows for which the 
| Entertainments National Service As- 
sociation, a body incorporating every 
section of show biz, will put up 
talent and material. With Basil 
| Dean as its director of entertain- 
| ments, NAAFI has taken unto itself 
Drury Lane theatre as h.q. Com- 
| mittees working from here will plot 
‘and plan shows for every place 
where there are men on active ser- 
vice, with Sept. 25 slated as official 
‘opening day, though some prelim- 
inary efforts have been put through 
| during the passage of this week. 

Linked with the forces’ own unit 
is ENSA, of which Sir Seymour 
| Hicks is organizing chairman, and 
following individuals or nominees 
are heading committees to regulate 
the flow of various types of shows: 
Godfrey Tearle (drama); George 
Black, Sir Oswald Stoll, Walte: 
Payne and R, H. Gillespie (variety 
theatres); Lord Tyrrell and officers 
of Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Ass'n 
and Kinematograph Renters’ Society 
(pictures): Fred Russell, officers of 
the Variety Artists’ Federation, etc. 
(variety talent); Greatrex Newman 
and Jacek Buchanan (light concert 
parties); Leslie Henson (musical 
shows): Jack Hylton (bands); Har- 
old Holt (longhair concerts). 

Sybil Thorndike heads the group 
which draws the task of entertain- 
ing hospital casualties; Lena Ash- 
well and Leslie Henson are respon- 
sible for sending shows and talent 
out to the battlefield; and J. Alfred 
Collins and Harry Lauder the special 
organization for Scotland, centered 
in Glasgow. Alec Rea, Bronson A\l- 
bery and H. M. Tennent in 
charge of financing. All work in 
promoting and distributing shows is 
unpaid. 


How 


Showmen Into Service 
Aside from coordinated efforts 
show business has lost many per- 
sons through recruitment, and among 
performers now serving in the fight- 


ing forces are Frank Lawton, Hugh 
Williams, Guy Middleton, Jimmy 
Hanley, Nigel Patrick, Rex Harri- 
son, Ralph Richardson, John Mills 
Tony Pelissier, with Bill O’Bryen ot 
the O'’Bryen, Linnit & Dunfee 
agency. John Gielgud will be pull- 


ing out of the cast of ‘Importance of 
Being Earnest,’ which is on_ the 
road, to join the army. 
Except where players have donned 
uniform, picture biz has suffered le 
but 
a whole to 
for the theatres 
seas, and also to 
propa- 


and producers 


severe deprivation, the trade 
being mobilized as 
tain film shows 

camps, navy and ove! 


nece ary 


produce screen 
anda. Major renters 


chiefs and othe ure 


vith exhib 
committee of liaison 
with the Ministry of Inform: 
which has Sir Joseph Ball at 
head of its films department, 
isted. by Oliver Bell from the Brit- 
ish Film Institute. Trade is already 
assisting the War Office with main- 
tenance of picture’ supplies for 
camps, but Royal Naval Film Corp. 


formed into a i 
tion 


the 


plan for distributing to the ships, 
with Arthur Jarratt at its active 
command, is out of operation while 
the navy iS on the hizh seas. Carn- ; 


eramen and technicians are on a 
reserved list of those withheld from 
military service, and newsreels are 
to assist War Office in official shoot- 
|ing of war material. The first war 
| propaganda picture is currently be- 


ing shot by Alexander Korda at 
Denham, tiitled ‘The Lion Has 
Wings.’ 

Theatre and daistrib office staffs 


,; have been depleted by men joining 


branches of the fighting force, among 
such being Sir Michael Bruce, Odeon 
publicity chief, who is in a branch 
of the Air Force. Others still en- 
ployed are tackling part-time 
tional jobs like defense against air 
attack, first aid, fire fichting. 


Sales Concessions 


Continued from page 3 


than those of greater influence and 
sales strength. 

The Metro program of reforms is 
pointed to as being very compre- 
hensive in a code-like way, and also 
to be very inviting because of the 
many clauses which obtain. Warners’ 
program is also an elaborate one. 
Both Metro and Paramount custom- 
ers on all 1939-40 ceals are getting 
a exclusion when the rental 
average goes over $25°: when 
it is between $100 and £250, and 20% 
when under $100, while WB permits 
20°% under $100, and the usual 10% 
for everything over. With all com- 
panies, the response through sales 
is reported to be highly satisfactory. 

RKO, Columbia and 20th-Fox are 
expected to lay out a new sales pol- 
icy in line with upped cancellation 
vat any time now, delay in all quar- 
/ters up to now having been due in 
‘part to sales activities and other 
conflicting matters. Republic and 
Monogram will no doubt tail the 
field, the matter not having been 
taken under consideration as yet, 
except in a cursory way. 

In any event, whatever exclusion 
benefits or other concessions are ul- 
timately made, they will be retro- 
active on all deals closed to date or 
in the closing stage now, any ex- 
hibitor fears to the contrary note 
withstanding. 


RKO’s Deals 


RKO has sold both the Shea- 
Publix circuit in Buffalo and the 
Basil chain, also operating in that 
territory, plus the Century, a first- 
run independent in Buffalo. Deals 
were closed by Eddie McEvoy, east- 


tern division manager, and Charles 
Boasberg, Buff exchange 
head, 


More WB Selling 


New deals of major importance 
closed by Warner Bros. include the 
following: 

Dubinsky circuit of 
Commonwealth in Kansas; Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. (Par) in the north- 
west; Interstate circuit of New Eng- 
land; Graphic chain of Boston; 
Philadelphia Chakeres circuit; Kin- 
cey & Wilby in the Carolinas; Jef- 
ferson Amus. Co. of Texas (Par); 
and the Great States string in Ili- 
nois and Indiana, 

Carl Leserman, assistant WB gen- 


Missouri; 


eral sales manager, on the Coast 
now to contact Warner sales force 
in Los Angeles on product deals, 
ete. 


Blank Huddling Par 


Abe Blank, midwestern partner of 


Paramount, and his general man- 
ager, Ralph Branton, are in New 
York contacting Par h.o. executives 


and discussing film deals. 

Leon Netter and Leonard 
enson, theatre department 
tives, returned during the past week 
from a trip into the field to confer 
with Par partners and operators 
concerning the situation resultant 
from war, policies, plans, etc. 

Nick Natopolous, Par partner in 
Pennsylvania, with headquarters at 
Altoona, also in N. Y. 
present theatre matters. 
panied by his son, George. 


Rep. Up 38% Over °38-39 


Republic is said by 
James R. Grainger to have 
mately more 
up now than at the same time last 
year. Deals with every important 
circuit on Rep’s list have now: been 
closed for ’39-40 product. Latest 
is with Robb & Rowley group in 28 
cities in Texas, was completed by 
William G. Greenwood, state-righier 
there, and Lloyd Rust, Dallas branch 
manager, 

Others inked are with 26 Loew 
houses in the Boston area, and 
clude S&S; Schine, Butterfield, Fee-- 
| Warners’ west coast and New York, 
and Saenger. Grainger left for 
Florida and the south yesterday 

(Tuesday) to complete other deals. 

Additional circuit deals for Mono- 


Gold- 


execule- 


discussing 
Accom- 


president 
app! OX je 
signed 


38% accounts 


ine 


gram include E. M. Loew of New 
England, Kincey-Wilby in North 
Carolina, Anderson of Chicago, 


Sheedon Grengs in Minnesota, E. F. 
Burgan of Kansas City and Harry 
Walken of Nebraska. 


| | 
| 
| 
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Broadway 


Aileen Pringle in town. 

Bill Halligan to the Coast. 

Joe Moskowitz to the Coast any 
day. 

The Henry Kolkers in for a New 
York 0.0, 

Harry Sherman in an auto accident 
in Minnesota. 

Calvin Franklin of Columbia Con- 
certs to the Coast. 

Lou Irwin another agent to move | 
over to Madison avenue. 

Charles Gray down from New 


and appearing in ‘Angela Is 22,’ 
which he authored. 

Mare Lachmann back on Broad- 
way, to handle the new B. G. de 
Svlva musical, ‘Dubarry Was a Lady.’ 
Kay Sutton, RKO player, arrived in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday) to 
take role in ‘Dubarry,’ which pro- 
ducer Buddy de Sylva will put into 
rehearsal Oct. 9. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., won the number 
at the Phone Bldg. last week at the 
Fair and ‘instead of calling California 


Lambs which saved the company 
quite a lot of money and saved 
me the trouble of explaining to some 
guy in Hollywood who I am.’ 

More than 1,000,000 visitors signed 


Hampshire for the Series. 
Bill McBride coasted past 60th | 
birthday and still going strong. | 
Bernard Simon p.a. for ‘The Out- | 
ward Room’, title to be changed. H 
Bessie Mack marks her 20th year | 
with Major Bowes today (Wednes- | 
day). 

Domela, Par studio artist. back 
to Coast with wife after vacation 
in Maine. 

Jim Brennon, IATSE v.p., in the 
Post-Graduate hosp. Reported do- 
ing all right. 

Eddy Duchin en route back from 
a quick trip to the Coast to visit 
his baby son. 

Maria Gambarelli up to Toronto 
to give a solo toe recital with sym- 
phony orchestra. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner starts fall 
tour tonight, first date at Lehigh 
U., Bethlehem, Pa. 

T. X. Jones, back to Par after a 
relapse following a tough case of 
pneumonia, is in Detroit. 

Barclay McCarthy ahead of 
‘Springtime for Henry. Clarence 
Jacobson company manager. 

‘Al Rosen expected back at helm 
of Loew's State in two weeks or so. 
Now home following operation. 

Eddie Scanlon is house manager 
of the Ambassador. Joe Flynn is 
agent for ‘The Strawhat Revue’ 
there. : 

Billy Mishkin gave up his travel 
bureau—tourism being what it isn’t, 
these days—to join WMCA as time 
salesman. 

George McCall and agent Bern 
Bernard back to the Coast after hud- 
dling with several radio sponsors 
and agencies. 

Don Roberts in charge of publicity 
for. Selznick-International, with 
headquarters on the Coast, under 
Russell Birdwell. me 

- The late Jack Osterman being ‘pro- 

filed’ by Sidney Carroll in Esquire, 
part of a new series, the first of 
which is next month, on Oscar Le- 
vant. 
Charles Burton, head of the Para- 
mount maintenance department, flew 
from Detroit to Greenville, S. C., 
where a sister is seriously ill. 

Rube Bernstein resigned as a man- 
ager at the Aquacade, and is back 
with ‘Moulin Rouge,’ A. B. Marcus 
girl show touring out of Chicago. 

Harvey Day, Jr., has resigned as a 
Warner film salesman to return tuo 
the advertising field. He was sell- 
ing out of the Cincinnati exchange. 

VW. P. Lipscomb, just arrived from 
London, back to the Coast and a 
Paramount writing assignment. His 
wife came on from the Coast to meet 
the boat. 

Jimmy Lydon, juve star of West- 
inghouse’s five-reel Technicolor com- 
mercial, ‘Middletons at the Fair,’ 


sent to the Coast by Arthur Willi, f 


RKO talent booner. 

Walter Winchell will review no 
legit shows this season for the Mir- 
ror, figuring he has more important 
things to do than first nighting. 


the register at Loew Metro's World‘s 
Fair information booth during the 
three months since its opening on 
June 28. Statistical survey reveals 
that, in the U. S., Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio supplied the 
most visitors to the Booth. England, 
France and Italy in that order 
among foreigns. 


Chicago 


Leo (Chico) Marx in town on per- 
sonal biz. 

Lou Lipstone back to the Coast 
after visit home. 

Billy Murray, of the Morris office, 
in for some ether confabs. 


Arlene Colston to hospital due to 
streptococci throat infection. 

Bill Morrow in with Jack Benny 
for the Legion convention show. 


The Jack Bennys readying to 
adopt another child, this time a boy. 

Ashton Stevens’ column back in 
Herald and American after summer 
absence. 

Rube Bernstein back with the 
Marcus-Barger ‘Night at the Moulin 
Rouge’ show. 

Frank Schreiber, WGN press chief, 
eastward to handle duties on World’s 
Series broadcasts. 

Max Halperin has left the agency 
business to devote his time to the 
Theatre Authority. 

Jack Davies, N. Y. agent, in on 
way to Davenport to catch the 
‘Moulin Rouge’ unit. 

Sidney Schallman, former Chi 
agent and now a coaster, home for 
the Legion roundup. 

Niteries grossed top coin during 
the. Legion convention, but the the- 
atres were somewhat nicked. 

Testimonial spread at the Medinah 
Club this week for Ted Weber, who 
leaves Chi to join CBS in the east. 

Mrs. Ernie Young, of the Young 
fair booking office, has gone to Ari- 
zona to recoup from a pulmonary in- 
fection. 

Looks like Arthur Loftis (The 
Singing Kid) will have his broken 
flipper in the sling for another six 
months. 

Benny Goodman orchestra flew in 
for a party date, with the Don 
Orlando orchestra holding the fort 
until the plane arrived. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Andre Kostelanetz to the Coast. 
The Fredric Marches back to town. 
— ‘Spike’ Hunt here for the 


a 


Norma Taylor engaged to Jack 
Coates. 

Zorina here. Ditto Rouben Ma- 
moulian. 


Robert Coleman will catch ’em all. 

Don Albert and Sidney Piermont 
mamed musical director and stage 
manager, respectively. for ‘Night of 
Stars,’ annual benefit for Jewish 
refugees in Palestine, set for the 
Garden Nov. 15. 

Decision to raze the Casa Manana 
into a two-story taxpayer spells 
finale to the talk of Earl Carroll re- 
turning to his original house. Noth- 
ing to report Clifford C. Fischer will 
return to this house. 

Flock of pic talent and_ story 
scouts to New Haven Thursday (28) 
for opening of ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
George Abbott musical. Warners 
particularly well-represented. WB 
understood to have a piece of it. 

Friends and former associates of 
the late Carl Laemmle will hold 
services in his memory at the West 
End Synagogue, 160 W. 82d street, 
Friday (6) evening, at 8.15. Similar 
service will be held the same eve- 
ning in Chicago. 

Song pluggers became strawhat 
theatre devotees last week, all on 
account of Rudy Vallee’s ‘Man in 
Possession’ at the Paper Mill Play- 
house, Milburn, N. J. The music men 
motored over to absorb some dra- 
matic lore with tin pan alley flavor. 

Lee Stewart, former casting direc- 
tor for the Warner Brooklyn studio, 
opening an agency here. He will 
also represent his sister, Rosalie 
Stewart's Hoilywood agency 4s well 
as Bill Woolfenden, another Coast 
agent. 

Equity council yesterday (Tues- 
day) voted to give a testimonial din- 
ner Oct. 15,.at the Woodstock hotel 
for James “O'Neill and Harry J. 
Lane, who resigned as Equity reps 
Sept. 1, after 20 and 17 years’ serv- 
ice respectively. 

Sinclair Lewis’ latest. ‘Bethel 
Meriday,’ practically completed, is a 
tale of the theatre, particularly 
strawhats, said to be based in part on 
his exneriences while traveling with 


Ann Greenway visiting Mrs. Mark 
Luescher. 

The Franklin P. Adamses feting 
Grace Moore. 

The Ludwig Bemelmans are back. 
Also Helen Keller. 

Ruth Woodbury Sedgwick has 
rented a house here. 

Kathleen Comegys 
‘On Borrowed Time.’ 

Muriel Dickson singing at the 
Worcester Festival this week. 

John Orr Young’s daughter, Helen, 
wed Saturday (30) to Andrew Jack- 
son. 

Eddie Nugent commuting to ‘See 
My Lawyer,’ on Broadway, in which 
| he’s featured. 


touring with 


Dorothy Maynor, Negro soprano, al- 
ready announced for Norwalk’s 
Community Concert course. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


A. Selby Carr won Paramount 
branch golf tournament with an 88. 

Harold B. Johnson, Universal 
branch manager, laid up with flu. 

Jay Haas, Paramount New York 
home office ad sales supervisor, a 
visitor. 

Jerome Odlum, author of ‘Each 
Dawn I Die,’ home from Hollywood 
for brief visit. 

Bill Elson, of Seventh Street 
theatre, toastmaster at. operators’ 
union’s 25th anniversary celebration. 

Earl Pomeroy, for a long time 
Tribune drama critic, now covering 
films and handling Sunday amuse- 
ment section. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district mana- 
ger, here for short visit before start- 
ing country-wide jaunt as S. R. Kent 
drive leader. 

Olympe Bradna, Susan Hayward, 
Patricia Morrison and J. Carrol 
Naish among film people here for 
city’s century celebration. 


called up Jack Norworth at the) 


Ballet Russe, Josef Hofmann and | 


London 


Leslie Henson on the way from 
Africa. 


Buchanan has expired. 


Abe Goide has bought new pic- 
ture house in the provinces. 

Cafe de Paris comes under the 
heading of Official Air Raid shelter. 

Elizabeth Allan and Mrs. Clive 
Brook running a canteen for soldiers. 

H. M. Tennent returning to the 
Drury Lane theatre as general man- 
ager. 

Jeffrey Bernerd and Howard 
Walsh have bought a farm in Chelt- 
enham. 

Hotels and niteries are confining 
themselves mostly to supper and 
dancing. 

Gaumont-British and Hyams Bros. 
have cut out ail stage shows in their 
deluxers 

Reopening of Prince of Wales’ the- 
atre’s continuous revue policy has 
everybody on percentage. 

Ivor Novello has written a new 
light play, ‘Second Helping.’ He'll 
star with Dorothy Dickson and Isa- 
bel Jeans. 

Jack Doyle is now a roadhouse 
owner, having bought a spot at Am- 
ersham, ‘Bucks, which is considered 
a safety zone. 

Jack Taylor's Blackpool show, at 
the Opera House, intended to fold 
Sept. 23, has been reprieved, and 
will stay open indefinitely, 

Col. Harry Day, whose death oc- 
curred in Canada Sept. 16, was for 
years a vaudeville agent in London, 
one of the first to tour revues. 

Despite Odeon’s deal with Para- 
mount being momentarily cold, 
there’s talk it’ll go through later, but 
that conditions of the sale will 
undergo drastic changes. 

Lew Jackson doing a National 
Revue film, with cast headed by 
Tommy Trinder. Jackson also main- 
tains he will do one film per month, 
including one starring Syd Walker. 

Val Guest and Marriott Edgar 
collaborating on the script of Char- 
lie’s Aunt,’ which Gaumont-British 
is filming with Arthur Askey as 
star. Calling it ‘Charlie, Big 
Hearted Aunt. 

George Black’s London Hippo- 
drome show, ‘Black and Blue’, to 
tour the sticks, with Vic Oliver and 
Max Wall to remain in cast. There 
is talk of Phyllis Robbins replacing 
Frances Day. 

Reports are that houses with ca- 
pacity of under 1.000 are likely to 
get the government’s sanction to stay 
open later than present six o’clock 
limit. This will give newsreel the- 
atres the edge over deluxers. 

Odeon expected to lead an exhib- 
itor move to cut programs to one 
feature and shorts for duration of 
the war; since theatre hours are cur- 
tailed, effect would be to reduce 
rentals and get more shows in each 
day. 

British listeners will have to get 
along with a single radio program 
daily for a long time yet; BBC can- 
not see the way clear to throw fur- 
ther transmitters into action on the 
home front, nor to find material to 
fill ’em. 

General Theatres Corn., which op- 
erates mostly music halls, made $1,- 
500.000 in the last financial year, but 
passed up a div, as board consid- 
ered conservation of resources was 
essential following government 
clamp-down on shows when war 


broke out. 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


J. J. Shubert here for huddle with 
Bill Blair on winter plays. 

Pete Zick helping Dave Bemis pro- 
duce vaude units at Palace. 

Drive-In-Theater staying open an 
extra month despite heavy rains. 

Bill de L’Horbe, former Trianon 
p.a. donning uniform in French 
army. 

Svd Dannenberg recovering from 
breakdown; expected back at War- 
ner desk within month. 

Gladys Unger and Marcella Burke 
'rewriting parts of their ‘Tonight We 
Dance’ during local legit run. 

Newspaper gang bowled over 
when Ann Corio tossed backstage 
tea party—and actually served tea. 

Gerald C. Forstner back at Han- 
na’s boxoffice after summer demon- 
strating baseball pitching-speed in- 
vention. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Edie Ryan’s orch into Taft Grill. 

The Bijou packing ’em with week- 
ly jitterbug contest. 

Sunday name _band-vaude policy 
at the Arena a click. 

Jimmie Whelan back at old post 
in Shubert boxoffice. 

. Possibility of stage shows return- 
ing to Paramount before long. 

The Lincoln has reopened with 
revival and foreign film policy. 

Hefty representation of Broadway 
at Shubert preem of ‘Too Many 
Girls.’ 

Jack and Murial Redmond di- 
vorced here (29). She’s former 
showgirl. 

Milford Drive-In theatre stymied 


Syd Walker's contract with Jack | 


nuisance injunction and continues 
to operate pending appeal. 

First major production on sked for 
Yale drama school is ‘Once Upon a 
Time,’ by Lawrence Dugan. 

War may keep Allardyce Nicoll 
from returning to Yale drama de- 
partment post from London. 

Dorothy Kilgallen, N. Y. Journal- 
American Broadway columnist, in 
for a look at fiance Richard Kollmar 
in new George Abbott musical. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Leonard Grotte to hospital to be 
de-tonsiled, with a bed routine to 
follow. 

Winter is here. Four inches of 
snow fell last week. Ben Schaffer 
claims it’s Hitler’s doings. 

Frank Murray, of the oldtime 
team of Murray and Ingram, who 
was up here a few years ago, is 
now driving a truck. 

Jimmy (Ex-NVA-ite) Marshall 
and family packed up after a sum- 
mer at their camp on Rainbow Lake. 
Return to Long Island. 

Tommy Vicks, who spent time up 
here and made the grade with an 
absolute okay, is back in Boston af- 
ter a summer's m.c.ing in Rochester, 
N. H. 

The A. J. Balabans, who sum- 
mered at Camp Intermission, to New 
York for a look-see, then back to 
Lake Placid where they will winter 
in their new home. 

The Nat (William Morris office) 
Lefkowitzes knocked off a restful va- 
cash on Lake Colby. Family put on 
a mess of poundage eating Aunt Ella 
Berlinghoff’s cooking. 

First Xmas card received from 
Harry Leyton, of Hamilton, Scotland. 
It’s the same card we shot to him 
last year, with our names crossed 
off and his name added. 

Thanks to Mayor Tom Ward. Rev. 
Father Blais, Sol Drutz, Dan Foster 
and John Wiley for their interest 
taken in the William Morris Me- 
morial Park that will soon become a 
reality. 

Ruth Morris (White) back to her 
desk in N. Y. after a very unsuccess- 
ful fishing season, while Bill White 
is chesty over his success as the 
Camp Intermission farmer, which in- 
cludes the raising of turkeys and 
chickens. 

Baa to those who are ill. 
ill. 


Boom to Resorts 


Continued from page 1 


tistics show that from 1929 to 1938 
an average of 194,182 Americans 
visited European countries annually. 
Canadian tourist officials believe 
bulk of that biz will now come to 
Canada. 

American tourist biz brings about 
$200,000,000 annually to Canada cur- 
rently, according to estimates, with 
this figure in line for hoist due to 
international situation. 

To counteract erroneous reports 
anent currency regulations, Immi- 
gration Director Blair at Ottawa has 
issued statement to effect that Amer- 
icans may enter Canada freely with- 
out passports or birth certificates. 
Americans merely declare amount of 
currency they are bringing in and 
only provision is they cannot take 
more money out of Canada than 
they bring in. 

Meanwhile exchange curbs affect- 
ing Canadians have been lightened 
to permit travel to America. In- 
stead of $100 limit previously an- 
nounced, instructions have been {s- 
sued by Control Board to banks per- 
mitting Canadians to take up to $1,- 
003 in any one month for pleasure 
| or business trips to U. S. 


| Spotlight Radicals 
Continued from page 1 


person will be called, and no sum- 
monses have been issued. Not un- 
likely, though, that papers will be 
served before long. 

Calling of Hollywood people would 
have dual purpose. Charges have 
been made that numerous film 
colonyites, with liberal views, are 
fellow travelers of Communists and 
secret believers in alien creeds. 
These are most likely to be put on 
the stand. At the same time, the 
committee may call individuals ac- 
tive in anti-Fascist campaigns to 
throw light on the way the German 
and Italian agitators function. 

Secrecy policy is in effect in order 
to spare prospective witnesses and 
tipsters any intimidation or rough 
treatment, so advance announce- 
ment of Hollywood explorations is 
not anticipated. Most probable that 
the committee will bring film wit- 
nesses here, although a junket to 
the Coast is still possible, particu- 
larly if the House keeps marking 


Hollywood 


Gordon Gordon back from Europe, 
Maharajah of Mankia ogling stu- 
dios. 
Dave Rubinoff off on personal 
tour, 
Ann Ronnell back from 
trip. 
Bess Berman recovering from op- 
eration. 
Wally Alderton recovered from 
pneumonia. 
Ben Freedman back 
and Russia. 
Geza Herczeg to hospi i 
heart attack. 
Weaver Bros. and Elvir 
personal tour, 
Rafael Hakim in from Egy 
gander studios. 
Max Golden joined Sol r 
staff, 
velyn Keyes wound up h - 
tract with Warners. 
Roy Rogers climbed off his horse 
vacation, 
on Roberts is new publicit 
at Selznick-International. 
urray Silverstone here 
United Artists conferences. si 
Rodion Rathbone to Toronto to 
enlist in the Canadian army. 
Russell Birdwell publicity coun- 
sellor at Selznick-International. 
J. J. Milstein in from Broadway 
for huddles with Edward Small. 
Eleanor Powell laid up with flu 
while picture shoots around her. 
Alice Thompson commuting be- 
tween New York and Hollywood. 
Marlene Dietrich registered for 
her first vote as an American citizen. 
Vincent Conniss left Hal Roach 
casting to join Allied Arts agency. 
_ Kate Cameron (N. Y. Daily News) 
in from Manhattan to interview 
stars. 
ee whittled W. C. Fields’ dis- 
pute octor bill from $12,000 
$2,000. 
George Raft had stitches taken in 
a cut over his right eye, result of 
a screen fight with William Holden. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


European 


from Japan 


Sid Pearlman has switched from 
Dick Barrie’s sax section to Lang 
Thompson's. 

The Maurice Spitalnys’ lass, Jean, 
and Morton Fidler have called off 
their engagement. 

Pat Donnelly, Miss America of 
1939, held over for another week at 
Old Shay Gardens. 

Mary Chffey, localite, has landed 
small role in ‘Time of Your Life’ 
with Eddie Dowling. 

Harry Harris shelved 40 
pounds in the last two months via 
the no-sweets route. 

Clayton Hamilton coming here to 
address Drama League’s annual in- 
stitute on Saturday (7). 

Only six men of the Stanley’s old 
house crew left under setup of new 
conductor, Max Adkins. 

Prof. Reginald Hall Johnson of 
Pitt back from Hollywood visit with 
his nephew, Nat Pendleton. 

Rita Rhey going to Club Monaco, 
Cleveland, for couple of weeks be- 
fore joining Paul Whiteman. 

Carnegie Tech’s Thelma Schnee 
has been signed for new Sidney 
Kingsley play, ‘Outward Room.’ 

Eddie Hungerman, assistant man- 
ager at the Warner, coming along 
after an operation for appendicitis. 

Oscar Levant coming to town Nov. 
24 as guest pianist with Pittsburgh 
Symph. He'll play the Gershwin 
concerto. 

Sally Cairns, junior in Duquesne 
U. drama school, winner of Jesse L. 
Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ au- 
ditions here. 

International Brotherhood of Ma- 
gicians has changed name of its lo- 
cal chapter to Tampa Ring in honor 
of the late Tampa. 


Philadelphia 


_Nat Levy, RKO district manager, 
visiting Vine streeters. 

Joe Morrow, M-G salesman, on the 
mend following appendicitis slicing. 

Pete Ehlers, Record staffer, joined 
the ranks of the benedicts over the 
weekend. 

The Charlie Vernons (he’s mana- 
ger of the Karlton) are expecting a 
bundle soon. 

Variety Club is readying its an- 
nual golf tournament with more than 
60 prizes on tap. 

Maurice Stamford, manager of the 
Rockland theatre, is ailing. Ditto the 
Rocklands, Silvert Setron. 

Mrs. Frank Silverman, secretary of 
Motion Pictures Operators union, 
celebrates a wedding anniversary 
today (Wednesday). 

_Wally Vernon, Joey Faye and Ed- 
die White had an old neighborhood 
reunion at Palumbo’s last Friday. 
They’re all West Philly boys. 

Margareta Bachman, operator of 
the Covered Wagon, on Saturday 
+30) celebrated her 22d birthday and 
the first anniversary as a nitery 
proprietress. 

Lew London, WPEN announcer, 
and his bride, the former Edith 
Corday, professional model, have re- 
turned from a two weeks’ honey- 


time while the Senate disposes of 
neutrality legislation. 


moon at the World’s Fair and Cape 
May. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 


Fred Allen on Polls 
New York. 


offer from King Features of $5,000 
|cash and percentage. Selznick is 
| sending out the sterilization free.’ 

_ This is not correct. The newspaper 
serialization rights in my novel are 
not owned by Mr. Selznick. They 
are owned jointly by me and my 


Editor, VARIETY: 
Answering surveys and radio polls | 
js the second largest industry in the | 
country at the moment and many | 
ed publishers, Macmillan, and they are 
|not ‘free.’ 
be on hand bert pe — | I am confident the error was unin- 
Simon yak tentional but it could nevertheless 
ting out Be |lead to a great many misunderstand- 
around By ings, as you no doubt realize, so I 
ig —" at to Mo Until will be grateful if you will publish 
the Dr. a correction. 

A critic after seeing George Ab- | Margaret Mitchell (Marsh) 
bott’s new lawyer show is calling it | (Mrs. John R. Marsh). 
‘Three Men On a Case.’ Also, there | 
is a fresh rumor around that Judge | 
Crater is on the Bremen. A prom- | 
inent diplomat reports that the Editor, VARIery: 
President wants to change the neu- | In the Sept. 20 issue of VARIETY 


Bob Hope’s Baby 
Chicago. 


trality act to prohibit an embargo 
on the Kennedys. 

Yours till somebody socks some- 
body else outside of the Stork Club 
and saves the cover charge. 

Fred Allen. 


Margaret Mitchell’s Rights 


Atlanta. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Have just seen an item from the 
Aug. 30 issue of Variety which reads 
as follows: 

‘Wind’ free to papers. 

‘David O. Selznick, owner of the 
newspaper as well as the screen 
rights to ‘Gone With the Wind,’ an- 
nounced that he had declined an 


on the 42nd page, second column, 
| headed Jimmy Fidler, you printed 
copy stating that ‘He also had the 
lowdown on...and advance dope on 
the adoption of a baby by the Bob 
| Hopes.’ The article is closed with 
the initials Edga. 

Enclosed you will find the original 
script used on the ‘Movie Tattler’ 
|program of Aug. 2. In reviewing 
‘events of the month of July, on the 
| 6th page of the script, you will see 
| that the Bob Hope incident had been 
| mentioned on the program on July 4. 
| Just wanted to call this to your 
attention, 

Hal Tate, 
Movie Tattler. 


Film Reviews 


A Woman Is the Judge 


(Continued from page 12) 


declaring a mistrial, and appears as 
the girl's attorney, 

It's that simple, the way the legal 
hocus-pocus works in this story. A 
verdict of not guilty is conceivable, 
but the happy ending seems a little 
heavy to stomach, especially since 
femme barrister seems headed for 
marriage with the prosecution coun- 


sel. 
Smatterings from several New 
York court trials appear to have 


been injected as plot builder-upper 
material. 

Miss Inescort has a made-to-order 
role. 
cere even though surrounded by a 
lot of clap-trap everits. 
ger, in the role of prosecuting attor- 
nev, is equally strong though given 
few opportunities. 

Rochelle Hudson is the missing 
daughter, who has grown up as a 
‘angster’s moll and partner in crime. 
io pert and seems to have ab- 
sorbed additional thespian talent 
Arthur Loft makes a different sort of 
gang chief but plausible. Mayo 
Methot, again cast as a tough moll, 
furnishes the more laughable mo- 


ments. Bery] Mercer, Gordon Oliver 
and Walter Fenner head the sup- 
nort. Wear. 
Film Alliance production and release 
Features Robert Douglas, Luis Trenker. 
Joon Gar er, Mary re, Directed 
Vincent Korda nd Trenker, Screen- 
Pay by Patrick Kirwan and Milton Ros- 
mer, from story by Emerte Pressburger: 
Allan Gray: camera, Georges Perinal. 
At Globe, N. week Sept. 30, Run- 
ning time, 76 MINS, 
Edward Whymper.......... Robert Douglas 
Jean-Antoine Carrel.......... Luis Trenker 
Favre.... <aroves 
Felicitas, Favre's Daughter..Joan Gardner 
Rev. Charles Hudson.......... Frank Birch 
Lord Francis Douelis....Geoffrey Wariwell 
Hadow ...-Norman Caplat 
British producers have put to- 


gether a compact story about the 


glory of mountain-climbing that 
holds plenty of thrills. Race be- 
tween English peak scalers and 


Italian daredevil climbers to reach 
the highest spot in the Alps, separat- 
ing Switzerland from Italy, is the 
rather simple story, yet it seldom is 
dull. Absence of names familiar to 
American patrons obviously will re- 
strict it to dual houses. 

The production is both a direc- 
torial and acting triumph for Luis 
Trenker. He is the rugged, faithful 
Alpine guide, main figure of the pic- 
ture. He was responsible for tech- 
nical faithfulness of the mountain- 
climbing scenes, which are the pic- 
ture’s big thrill. 

Starting with the ascent of the 
Alpine peak by a British artist work- 
Ing tor a London ptidlication, the 
plot quickly establishes the friend- 
ship of Robert Douglas, the Brit- 
isher, for Trenker, the crack guide. 
Latter saves the artist from certain 
death when he falls then carrying 
him back to the Italian village 
where his mother nurses the visitor 
back to health. 

Competition between the English 
adventurers and the Italian govern- 


ment group to first successfully scale .. 


Her poise and crisp diction go | 
far to make the interpretation sin- 


Otto Kru- | 


,the perilous peak then builds to a 
‘series of climatic scenes. British 
|climbers win but all, except two 
;guides and Douglas, fall to their 
deaths descending from their exploit. 


Cole Bros. Circus Quits 
For Season; Poor Biz 


Salisbury, N. C., Oct. 3. 
Cole Bros. circus, scheduled to 


show in Raleigh, Greensboro, Win-. 


ston-Salem, Charlotte and _ other 
Carolina towns this week, has can- 
celled iis remaining dates of the 
season and will not come to North 
Carolina. The circus sent word 
from Corbin, Ky., that it had closed 
for the season and would return at 
once to its winter headquarters in 
Rochester, Minn. 

Unsettled business conditions 
caused the circus to close, together 
with the fact that the tobacco holi- 
day has closed eastern North Caro- 
lina tobacco markets, a very lucra- 
tive circus territory. 


OBITUARTES 


| 

HERBERT K. CRUIKSHANK 
Herbert Knight Cruikshank, 48, 
|trade paper writer, scenarist and at 
|times a press agent for various 


Hollywood studios and personalities, | 


‘died of a heart attack at his home 
in New York Sept. 27. 
year a cardiac ailment had confined 
| him to his bed. 

Fond of the outdoors, 


| cowpuncher in Oklahoma. Employed 
jlater upon Col. Zack Miller’s 101 
‘ranch at Bliss, Okla., he worked 
|}under Tom Mix when the cowboy 
| film star was foreman there. 

Prior to becoming active in the 
| amusement field, he was secretary 
| to the late Senator Shelby M. Cul- 
|lom, Illinois, and for several years 


For the past | 


he aban- 
|doned a career in law to become a> 


FAIR VOTES 


| held the post of American consul in 
| Queenstown, Ireland, since changed 


9 to Cohn. | 
| After leaving the State Depart- 
e _ment, Cruikshank at intervals was. 


motion picture editor of the Morn- 
ing Telegraph and editor of several 


San Francisco, Oct. 3. | 

The Board of Management of the 
1939 Golden Gate exposition has 
voted against continuing the Fair for 
a second year. In announcing the 
decision, prexy Leland W. Cutler 
said: 

‘Unhappily, the $1,650.000 needed 
by the exposition now to keep it, 
going hasn’t been forthcoming in its | 
entirety. This money must be raised film trade publications. 
by private sources by Oct. 15. Any-| ity upon Hollywood lore he often 
thing less than this amount will not| contributed to many publications 
meet the costs of pre-opening ex-| articles with film backgrounds. 
penses, such as rehabilitation of| Surviving are his widow, Regina 
buildings and roadways, new con-| Crewe, former film critic of the New 


“In Fond Memory of My Friend 


MARIE VAN DEIN 


Who Died October 5th, 1938 
JERRY VOGEL” 


struction, publicity and promotion| York Journal and American; his 
| expenses in connection with exhibits! mother, Mrs, Jessie Cruikshank; a 
. i 

| and concessions. . .’ 'son, Lawrence, and daughter, 


| 


campaign to 


Douglas is about to be mobbed by | 


villagers because they accuse him of 
cutting the rope when his old friend, 
Trenker, returns with the broken 
jrope strand to prove his innocence. 
Trenker had been tricked into be- 
lieving his British pal wanted him as 
guide and the latter had been led to 
think the Italian guide had walked 
out on him. This latter part of the 
story is sketchily done, obviously to 
pring both together 
ending. It doesn't have the ring of 
| genuiness possessed by earlier pas- 
sages. 

Trenker’s characterization of the 
honest guide stands out in relief 
against other roles. 
newcomer to the screen, this latest 
interpretation is one of his best. 
Douglas makes an acceptable British 
artist-climber. Mary 
Trenker’s mother, gives a forceful, 
forthright performance. Joan Gard- 
ner supplies the few romantic mo- 
ments, her delicate beauty backed 
by several nice acting moments. She 
is cast as the tavern-keeper’s daugh- 


ter. Fred Groves is the villainous 
owner of the inn. Others of im- 
portance are Geoffrey Wardwell, 


Cyril Smith and Norman Caplat. 
Vincent Korda, sharing the direc- 
tion with Trenker, has handled the 


production with intelligence despite | 


the rather inane ending. Allan 
Gray's score does much to heighten 
the more dramatic eposides, par- 
ticularly scenes where the climbing 
prohibits much dialog. Photogra- 
phy by Georges Perinal is spectacu- 
lar, the Alpine shots” particulary 
awe-inspiring. Wear. 


Middleton Family at The 
N. Y. World’s Fair 


(COLOR) 


Motern Talking Picture 
Prodttetion for 


release of Audio 
Westinghouse), Ke 
tures Marjorie Lord, James Lvdon Ruth 
j , tiatryvy Shannon Adora Andrews 
vecied by Robert K Original story 
Ga er and Reed 
sereenplas y kK. R. Sn musical di- 
Ludig; editor, Sol E, 
Feuerman; camera William Steiner Iie- 
viewed in Projection Room Sept. 
; Running time: 50 MINS, 


ummond; 


Mai 
With Ray 


Helen Bennett 


This commercial feature is about 
the most showmanly article yet pro- 
duced. It attempts the hurdles of 
full dialog, an obvious but slick job 
of selling the Westinghouse lineup 
(as on view at the N. Y. 
Fair) and holds interest for approxi- 
mately 50 minutes. Picture is five 
reels, which means the running time 
will fit nicely on theatre dual pro- 
gram setups. And it’s apt to land 
there, for all its commercialism. 

Purport of the production is to 
build interest in the homey happen- 
ings of the Middleton family, typical 
American tribe, visiting the New 
York exposition, Incidentally, it is 
one of the first commercial films of 
this sort to attempt, and successfully 
carry through, a real plot. Stated 
purpose is to whet the public’s appe- 


for the happy | 


By no means a! 


Clare, as/| 


World’s | 


The Chamber of Commerce has. Beatrice. 
picked up the gauntlet undertaking | 
raise from business | 
interests the amount needed to re- |! 
open the Fair. 


GEORGE DAWS 

George Daws, 38, former news- 
paperman, public relations counsel 
and radio script writer, died of a 
streptococcic infection in New York 
Sunday (1). 

Shortly after leaving the N. Y. 
World-Telegram in 1934, where for 
three years he had been a staff 
writer, Daws did publicity for War- 


World’s Series 


Continued from page 1 


reels expect to follow the play-by- 
play action in detail. They not only 
will show the catcher and batter in 
action but will follow the flight of 
the ball to cover the entire play. 
New lens acts as almost a magnify- 


ing glass furnishing a more faithful | work’s general editor for some time 
picture of the contest than if ac- after inception of the service. 
tually viewed in person. Newsreel- In collaboration with Leon G. 
ers anticipate that this will provide | Tyrrou and Thomas Tracy, he au- 
a more coherent story of each game. thored the book, ‘How to Bea G 
Reason for this elaborate setup for an’ and at the time of his death 
the series is that the newsreel ex- was preparing another with Dick 
ecutives realize thev 


Goldwyn. He was responsible for 
first placing wire service bulletins 
on a commercial basis over CBS and 
in that connection served as the net- 


must supply Merrill entitled ‘How to Be An 
something not secured over radio Aviator.’ 
play-by-play descriptions or in Survived by widow, Mrs. Fern 
sports columns of newspapers. Crogg Daws, and a daughter, Col- 

The reels are paying cash for box jeen. 

seats at the game, because thev be- cer 
lieve that these locations are essen- JOHN A. McDONALD 
tial to adequate treatment of the con- loin SaTinnnda 57 vet Pitts- 
tests. This is in addition to usual’ 4 -ch theatre manager, died in a 


gratis camera spots alloted in other 


parts of the ground McKeesport, Pa., hospital last week 
€ > £ >. 


after a long illness. At the time of 


tite in the endless opportunities for his death he was manager of WB's 
the younger generation in American Victor theatre, McKeesport. First 
industry as it operates in this coun- associated with the Harris Amus. Co., 


try. Feature does this by showing Pittsburgh, he ran that circuit's ace 
every nook and corner of the vast qgowntown house, the Harris, for sev- 
Westinghouse building at the Fair 


eral years and also managed the 
Davis and the Harris-Etna. 

When the Harris chain was taken 
over by Warners in 1929, McDonald 
went with the combined interests 
and was transferred to the Hippo- 
drome, McKeesport. In that subur- 
ban city, he successively managed 


Also takes in the general scope of 
the exposition and typical scenes on 
the Flushing Meadows site. 

Picture shows nicety of attention 
to all details of production, but was 
turned out for less than $100.000, 
even with all of the costly overtime 
necessary by having to take Fair 


s after w “K ours, t is one 

along the Hippodrome, the Memorial and 

with a full professional crew. and the Victor. 

this shows vividly in the finished acticin 

article. Robert R. Snody, y sen most JACKIE HAYES 

recently produced foreign language st 

films for release, does an _ (Mrs. Tess 

evenly paced job with the story ma- Mrs. Tess Burns, 54, known in 

terial on tap. He also is credited vaudeville as Jackie Hayes, died at 

with scripting the screenplay from a_ her home in Pittsburgh last week of 

routine story by G. R. Hunter and 4 ctroke. She went into show busi- 

Reed Drummond. Cameraing of ness at 15 and for several years 
Marjorie Lord. as the Middleton occasionally as a single, but more 


often as half of a two-girl singing 
team. 


daughter: James Lydon, as "ud, boy- 
ish son: Ruth Lee. as the mother; 
Harry Shannon, as Papa Middleton: 
Adora Andrews, as grandma: Doug- 
Jas Stark. George J. Lewis and 
Georgette Harvey make up the uni- 
formly good cast. Ray Perkins and 
Helen Bennett, who have been ap- 
pearing on the Westin“house radio 
show from the Fair, also have a 
fleeting moment in the film. 

With total attendance at the N. Y 
Fair this vear rated as about half of 
what had been first anticipated, __ 
Westinghouse is credited with esti- Cinema Laboratories, died Sept. 26 in 
mating that some 20.000.000 Ameri- Hollywood after a heart attack. He 
cans form a potential audience which had been identified with laboratory 
will be glad to see the inside of the work for years, beginning with the 


wife of John Burns, a Pittsburgh 
broker. 
1935, Mrs. Burns opened a_ beauty 
parlor in the Smoky City which she 
was operating at the time 
death. 


JACK SNYDER 
Jack Snyder, 59, secretary of 


exposition. That's what this is to a 
certain degree—a closeup of the |°4 Republic labs in New York be 
Fair. Feature is offered exhibitors | fore its merger with Consolidated. 

gratis. -.6 ese to Wear. Moving to ,Hollywood, he, became 


An author- | 


ner Bros. and later represented Sam | 


She retired in 1925 to become the 


Following their divorce in| 


of her | 


, associate? with the Bennett. Film Ca. 
;and took over the secretaryship of 
Cinema three and a half years ago. 
Surviving is his widow. 

LOUIS PLATE 

Louis Plate, 78, Milwaukee exhibi- 
tor, died at his home in that city 
Thursday (28), 

Plate purchased the Climax, Mil- 
waukee, 30 years ago and for a 
| number of years he was V. P. of the 
| Motion Picture Association of Mil- 
/ waukee. He retired 10 years ago. 

Survived by his widow, three sons, 
three @aughters, brother and sister. 


LEONA PAM 

Leona Pam (Morris), 45, perform- 
er, died at her home Oct. 2 in New 
York. 

A soubrette 25 years ago in the 
days of the William Morris vaude 
circuit, she had been retired for 
many years. Surviving is her hus- 
band, Lou Morris, a broker known in 
show biz. 


MARGARET WEBB 
Margaret Webb, 65, retired mem- 
ber of the oldtime vaude piano and 
singing act of Conley and Webb, died 
|in New York Sept. 16. 
She had left the boards about 10 
years ago. 


| BRICK ENGLISH 

| John H. (Brick) English, 39, band 

| leader, died Sept. 28 in Jacumba, 

Cal., as a result of a motor crash. 
Surviving are his widow and 

daughter, 


Spenser Flewer, 61, vice-chairman 
|.of Shakespeare Memorial National 
| Theatre, England, and life trustee to 
| guardians of the Bard’s birthplace, 
| died at Stratford, England, Sept. 13. 

Mother, 79, of Olga Printzlau, 
playwright and screen writer; died 
| Sept. 30 in Hollywood. 


Paul Crowley, 42, art director at 
Metro, died Sept. 28 in Hollywood, 
| following heart attack. 


MARRIAGES 


| Mollye Schmertz to Louis Miller, 
in New York, Oct. 1. Bride is with 
Lew Price agency, N. Y. 

Edythe Fern Melrose to Forrest U. 
Webster, Sept. 21, in Akron, O. Bride 
is manager of radio station WJW, 
Akron, and widow of Grant Mel- 
rose, Cleveland broadcaster. Web- 
ster is an advertising and sales ex- 
ecutive. 

British-American 
over station CFCF, 
to Lillian King, non-pro, 


Peck Robinson, 
Oil newscaster 
| Montreal 
Sept. 30. 

Margaret Knotts to Charles Tigner, 
in Dallas, Sept. 21. He’s announcer 
for the Texas state network, 


’ 


Durelle Alexander to Edmund 
Van Zandt, in Fort Worth, Texas, 
Sept. 16. Bride is former warbler 


with Eddy Duchin’s orch. 

Marjorie Hanson to Harry Clarke, 
in Providence, Sept. 27. He is CBS 
announcer in New York. 

Lucy O’Fletcher to Bernard Herr- 
mann, in New York, Oct. 2. Bride 
was in CBS press dept. he’s CBS 
musical director. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Merryman, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 20, 
Father's an announcer at WWSW, 
Pitt 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shannon, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. Father’s a 


Pittsburgh radio player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brogdon, son, in 
Hollywood, Oct. 1. Father is DAILy 
VARIETY mugg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
daughter, in Los Angeles, 
Futher is with NBC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur McCullock, 
son, in Hollywood, Oct. 1. Father is 
| radio singer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Noel Langley, son, 
Sept. 30, Hollywood. Father is Metro 
scenarist. 


Davison, 
Oct. 1. 


Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Green, 
daughter, in New>*fork., 
| Mother jis Betty Furness, screen 
'player; father is orchestra leader 


and songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bower, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Oct. 1. Father is 
| WOR, N. Y., announcer-producer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis, 
‘daughter, in Hartford, Sept. 19. 
| Father is menager of WNBC, Hart- 


| 
| 
| — 


Wednesday, October 4, 1939 


—= 


Ac EDITH WERNER in the SUNDAY MIRROR SAYS: 
High style arrangements and smooth delivery put the Four Ink Spots head and 
shoulder above any other quartet. They stop the show!!! 


PE DOROTHY KILGALLEN in the N.Y. JOURNAL-AMERICAN SAYS: 
A Gold Star to the Four Ink Spots at the Paramount Theatre. 


HERBERT COHN in the BROOKLYN EAGLE SAYS: 


The Four Ink Spots are rhythmically irresistible as the Paramount: audience 


amply demonstrated. 


& ABEL GREEN in VARIETY SAYS: 


Real clicks of the current show at the Paramount is the Four Ink Spots! 


WALTER WINCHELL in the N. Y. DAILY MIRROR SAYS: 


Have a new recording; the Four Ink Spots Decca of "You Bring Me Down,” 


$ 


CURRENT THEATRE TOUR 


OCTOBER 12 STATE THEATRE, Hartford, Conn. 
19 ROYAL THEATRE, Baltimore, Md. 
27 EARL THEATRE, Philadelphia, Pa. 


NOVEMBER 3 PARAMOUNT THEATRE, Springfield, Mass 
10 PARAMOUNT THEATRE, Buffalo, N. Y. 
17 CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago, Ill. 
24 PALACE THEATRE, Cleveland, Ohio 


And THE FAMOUS DOOR,, New York City 


2 
f 


43 VARIETY 
| 
é 
| 
| | 


